
Wedding Liturgy Planning Guide 

Introduction 

Congratulations on your engagement! May the Lord bless you as you begin this preparation for 

the vocation of marriage. As a sacrament of the Church, marriage is a covenant relationship 

established by God Himself and ordered towards the procreation and education of children. It is 

a true vocation to holiness, patterned after Christ’s own mystical relationship to His Bride, the 

Church, and is marked by unity, indissolubility, and life-long fidelity. As you prepare for 

marriage, may you deepen your relationship with Jesus the Savior and keep your eyes fixed on 

the goal of Heaven. 

Wedding Liturgy 

In preparing for your wedding liturgy, several options are available for your selection. These will 

be discussed with you on your final meeting with the priest or deacon. The readings must be 

chosen from the wedding booklet provided by the priest or deacon. 

 The Sacrament of Matrimony is normally celebrated within Mass for marriages between 

Catholics. A couple entering an interfaith marriage will usually not have their wedding liturgy 

within a Mass.  

Scheduling/Dates - customary times for weddings are Friday late afternoon or early evening 

and Saturdays at 1:30 pm. Weddings may be scheduled at other times if there is no conflict of 

schedule with the church. 

Sunday Obligation -The wedding Mass or liturgy does not fulfill the Sunday Mass obligation. 

We remind you to make plans for the Sunday liturgy following your Friday or Saturday wedding. 

Communion - The Catholic Church does not allow intercommunion with members of other 

Christian communities. Only practicing Catholics who are properly prepared may receive Holy 

Communion at Mass. 

Attendants, Gift Bearers, Lectors, Witnesses, and Ushers 

Attendants - Attendants are there to witness to the sacramental union, pray, and participate in 

the liturgy. Attendants help set the tone so that others feel comfortable participating as well. 

All Attendants must attend the rehearsal. 

Flower Girl/Ring Bearer - It is recommended that they be at least 3 years or older and can walk 

down the aisle without an adult. 



Gift Bearers (Optional) - when there is a Mass, 2-4 people may bring up the gifts of water, wine, 

and hosts. It is recommended that Parents or Grandparents bring up the gifts. Gift bearers must 

attend the rehearsal.  

Lectors - Make sure lectors have readings well in advance of rehearsal so they can familiarize 

themselves with the reading and practice speaking slow and clearly.  They must attend the 

rehearsal to know where to sit, how to approach the pulpit, to practice with the sound system, 

and be shown how to turn the microphone on and off. Since it is an official liturgical action, only 

practicing Catholics are allowed to proclaim the Word of God at a wedding.  

Witnesses You will need to choose witnesses (best man and maid/matron of honor) By State 

law, they must be at least 16 years of age. 

Ushers - We recommend at least 2 sets of ushers, one in the atrium, and one in the front 

entrance. Guests should be ushered to their seats. The first Row is reserved for Attendants 

only. The second row is for the Parents and Grandparents. Traditionally the bride's family sits 

on the left (side with the statue of the Virgin Mary) and the groom's family on the right (side 

with the statue of St. Joseph), but this is purely optional.  Ushers are to welcome the guests, 

hand out booklets, and seat the guests. People can be seated where they would like to sit: 

however, it is nice to fill the front sections first.  It is highly recommended to have a minimum 

of 2 ushers. They must attend the rehearsal to familiarize themselves with the church. 

In order for weddings to begin on time, ushers need to take the ministry seriously and seat 

people as they enter. A majority of the guests should be seated 10 minutes prior to the start of 

the ceremony. The ushers should also be available to assist guests when needed during the 

ceremony.  

Visiting clergy - Please discuss this with the St. Charles priest or deacon ahead of time if you wish to 

have any additional priest(s) or deacon(s) participate in the Mass. 

Attire  

All attire selected for the wedding ceremony is to reflect the solemn occasion of the marriage 

liturgy and the sacred space of the church as God's dwelling. The wedding party, gift bearers 

and lectors should respect the modesty of the human body, wearing what is customarily 

considered suitable for Sunday Mass. For example, plunging necklines, sheer bodices, mini-

skirts, bare shoulders, backless dresses, high slits or open waistlines are not appropriate for the 

House of the Lord. If necessary, a cover-up accessory should be selected. 

 



Music  

Music is an integral part of the Sacred Liturgy. St. Charles provides all musicians for liturgies 

occurring in the Church including weddings. Music selection is made with the music director. 

Only Church music will be permitted; no secular music. The Music Director has an extensive list 

of arrangements to choose from.  All Arrangements for music, or guest musicians must be 

approved by the music director in advance. Additional fees will apply for rehearsals or 

additional musicians other than the cantor and organist. 

Contact the Music Director at least 6 weeks prior.   

Peter Vanderwaal: pvanderwaal@stchb.org or call 612- 787-1188. 

Pictures   

Pictures must be completed at least a half hour prior to the beginning of the ceremony and on 

Saturdays picture taking must be complete by 3:00 pm for Confessions and Mass preparations. 

Pictures in the Church are allowed during the wedding provided the photographer uses time 

exposures, acts with dignity, and is discreet. Flash pictures are NOT allowed during the wedding 

liturgy. The photographer may have access to the choir loft, aisles, and respectfully from the 

Sacristy side doors during the wedding liturgy.  Access to the church for pictures is ordinarily    

2-1/2 hours prior to the wedding providing there is no conflict of scheduling the Church.  

The area of the church around the altar is sacred space. Please do not enter beyond the 

communion rail during the Mass. 

Flowers and decorations  

Corsages, Boutonnières, and bouquets - Request the corsages etc. to be labeled for example 

groom, maid of honor, mother of the bride, in case you are not there yet when they are 

delivered. 

Sanctuary Flowers- Stands are available for flower arrangements on either side of the 

tabernacle, and a short one for in front of the altar, and others for small bouquets in front of 

the side altars for Mary and Joseph which are optional.  

Please Note - Kneelers will be in front of the main altar for the marriage Rites, so if you are 

planning an arrangement in front of the altar, it will be mostly blocked by the kneelers. The 

Kneelers are 33" High, and the Altar is 38" high; however, there is approximately 8-9" additional 

height difference due to the stair height between the kneelers and the Altar.  The stand is 12" 

high with 7 1/2" diameter top.   



The Stands for either side of the Tabernacle are 31" high with a 12" diameter top.  Flower 

arrangements may also be placed on the ends of the back marble, instead of using the stands.  

Flower Petals may not be used in the church as they have potential to stain the carpets. 

We ask that you consider leaving the flowers in the church after the ceremony as a donation. 

pew bows/foliage - You may not use tape, wire, tacks, glue or other tools potentially that could 

damage the pews. Felt covered florist wire or rubber bands are acceptable. Off-white satin pew 

bows are available; please ask the wedding volunteer if you would like to use these.  

The communion rail may not be decorated. 

Ushers or an assigned person should remove all decorations following the wedding. 

Presenting flowers to the Altar of Mary or Unity Candle 

While not technically part of the official liturgy, we can accommodate for those couples who 

choose one of these options after the exchange of vows.  The Church does not supply the 

candles or the flowers. 

Rehearsal  

A rehearsal is necessary before a wedding if it is to be celebrated with dignity and in good taste. 

The typical rehearsal length is 60 minutes and held the evening before the wedding.  This will 

be scheduled with the priest or deacon with whom you are making your wedding 

arrangements. All those in the wedding party must be present,  including readers, ushers, and 

gift bearers (if there will be a Mass). In addition to the Marriage Rite itself, we will show you the 

bridal room and take care of any practical situations to ensure an orderly celebration of your 

wedding.  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation can be offered following the rehearsal whenever a priest is 

available. Please let the presiding clergy know if you would like this offered.  It is a beautiful way 

to prepare yourself for the Sacrament of Marriage.  

Financial Gifts and fees  
$600 Gift should be received at least two weeks prior to your wedding, along with the County 

Marriage License packet. 

Your financial gift for the celebration of your marriage at St. Charles Borromeo Church includes: 

 use of the Church facilities (lights, heating/cooling on the wedding day) 

 services of the organist and vocalist 



 the gift amount can be reduced in cases of financial hardship 

 

Other finances not included: 

 A clergy stipend is suggested as a token of appreciation, but is not required. 

 altar servers $10 each. Place in an envelope marked “servers” and bring to the Parish 

Office with the financial gift to the Church. 

 Archdiocesan Retreat fee 

 Natural Family Planning 

 Pre Marital Inventory 

Other Details 

Signing the Marriage Certificate - The witnesses must not leave the parish property until they 

have signed the marriage certificate. 

Preparation Rooms - We have 2 rooms in the basement for dressing, one for women and one 

for men, they are in the basement accessible only by stairs.  

Food and Beverages - You may bring food and beverages for the bridal party for consumption 

during the picture taking; please restrict this to the bride's and groom's rooms, or Doran Hall if 

requested and available. Any food and beverages must be removed after the wedding. If your 

ceremony includes Mass, please remember to observe the 1 hour fast before Communion. 

Use of Illicit drugs or alcoholic beverages of any kind are strictly prohibited, and if present 

may be grounds for canceling the wedding.  

Recessional and Receiving line - If you plan to have a receiving line, you may receive your guest 

in the Atrium or the front stairs. 

Confetti, rice, bird seed - We ask that you do not have these or any similar materials thrown on 

the Church Property. Bubbles are acceptable. 

Clean up - Please designate someone to go through the Church and rooms that were used after 

the wedding to remove any materials left behind. 

Parish Registration - Be sure that you register with the parish as husband and wife soon after 

your wedding day, if you haven't already. 

 

Suggested Procession order with Mass 



Prelude - Grandparents, Parents of the Groom, and Mother of the Bride are escorted to their 

seats in the second rows (please choose who will escort them). Grooms Family on the St Joseph 

statue side and Brides family on the Virgin Mary Statue side. 

Processional-   

Altar Servers, Priest/Deacon, Groom (alone or with parents) enter to Introit Chant by 

Cantor  

Attendants (Women on the left), Maid or Matron of Honor and Best Man, Junior 

Bridesmaid (Optional), flower Girl (Optional) enter to Prelude Music Choice (1) 

Attendants will sit in the first pew. The women on the left (Mary side) and the Men on 

the right (St. Joseph side) 

Bride and Bride’s Father Enter to Processional Music Choice (2) 

Procession without the Mass 
Same except the priest and altar servers will enter from the Sacristy, and the Groom may escort 
his parent(s) and remain up front. 
 
 

The Nuptial Mass order after Procession 
*Nuptial Ceremony without Mass - everything below except for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

Introductory Rites 
Sign of the Cross 
Greeting 
Gloria (Simplex) - Chant, Cantor 
Opening Prayer  

 
Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading 
Responsorial Psalm - Cantor 
Second Reading 
Gospel Acclamation - Alleluia - Cantor 
Gospel and Homily 

 
Rite of Marriage 

Statement of Intentions 
Consent and Exchange of Vows 
Blessing and Exchange of Rings 
(Optional: Presentation to the Virgin Mary or Unity Candle – Solo ) 
 

Prayer of the Faithful 



 
*Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Presentation of the Gifts - Solo or Hymn 
Eucharistic Prayer 

Sanctus "Holy, Holy" 
Memorial Acclamation  
Doxology - "Amen"  

Lord's Prayer 
Nuptial Blessing  
Sign of Peace 
Agnus Dei "Lamb of God" 
Communion - Solo or Hymn 

 
Concluding Rite 

Final Blessing and Dismissal 
Recessional 


