
 

 

2019 
Dec 1 

St. Cecilia Church 

First 
Sunday  

of Advent 



#179 2 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Sunday  

Vigil 5:00pm (Saturday)  
6:30, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00am 

Monday through Friday 
6:30 and 8:30 am 

Saturday 
8:30 am 

Holy Days of Obligation 
6:30, 8:30, 10:30am & 6:00pm 

 

OFFICES 

Rectory 215.725.1240      Eleanor Kerwick   
Business      215.725.1240      Susan Wagner              
PREP              215.725.2821      Marcia Mason 
School    215.725.8588      Bobbie Mitchell             
Tuition             215.725.2201      Lisa Hnat 
Fax 215.725.2130 

Website:  www.stceciliafc.org 

School:  scsfoxchase.org 

CYO Facebook: Saint Cecilia Catholic Youth Organization 

Rectory Office Hours 
Monday – Friday    
8:30 AM to 4:30 PM  (closed 12:00-1:00 PM) 
Closed on Holy Days of Obligation 

Saint Cecilia Church 
535 Rhawn Street 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19111 

PASTOR  
Reverend Charles E. Bonner 

PASTOR EMERITUS  
Reverend Msgr. Francis X. Dreger 

PAROCHIAL VICAR  
Reverend Robert Lucas 

PERMANENT DEACON  
Deacon Patrick Diamond 

PRINCIPAL 
Sister Jane Mary Carr, IHM  

VICE PRINCIPAL 
Sister Joan Felicia O’Reilly, IHM 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism  
First three Sundays of the month at 12:15pm.  Arrange-
ments must be made at least two weeks prior to the      
Baptism.  Attendance at a Pre-Jordan class is required for 
first time parents.  Please pre-register for class by contact-
ing the Rectory at 215-725-1240. 

Marriage 
Couples must contact a priest six months prior to the    
wedding. 

Reconciliation 
Saturdays from 4:00 to 5:00pm  

Homebound Visitation 
Please contact the Rectory. 

The Advent Wreath 

Advent is a time of preparation for our hearts and minds 
for the anniversary of the Lord’s birth on Christmas.  The 
Advent wreath and candles are full of symbolism tied to 
the Christmas season.  The wreath 
itself, which is made of various ev-
ergreens, signifies continuous life.  
The circle of the wreath, which has 
no beginning or end, symbolizes 
the eternity of God, the immortality 
of the soul, and the everlasting life 
we find in Christ.  Even the individ-
ual evergreens that make up the 
wreath have their own meaning that can be adapted to 
our faith.  The laurel signifies victory over persecution and 
suffering.  The pine, holly and yew signify immortality and 
the cedar signifies strength and healing.  The pine cones 
that decorate the wreath symbolize life and resurrection.  
The wreath as a whole is meant to remind us of both the 
immortality of our souls and God’s promise of everlasting 
life to us through Christ. 

The candles also have their own special significance.  
The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent, and 
one candle is lit each Sunday.  Three of the candles are 
purple because the color violet is a liturgical color that sig-
nifies a time of prayer, penance, and sacrifice.  The first 
candle symbolizes hope.  It represents the expectation felt 
in anticipation of the coming Messiah.  The second candle 
represents faith and is a reminder of Mary and Joseph’s 
journey to Bethlehem.  The third candle is pink and sym-
bolizes joy.  It is meant to remind us of the joy that the 
world experienced at the birth of Jesus, as well as the joy 
that the faithful have reached the midpoint of Advent.  On 
the fourth week we light the final purple candle to mark 
the final week of prayer and penance as we wait for the 
birth of our Savior.  It reminds us of the message of the 
angels:  “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” 
The white candle is placed in the middle of the wreath and 
lit on Christmas Eve and represents the life of Christ. 
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Mass Schedule For Weekend  ~  December 7-8 

Saturday  Celebrant:  Father Bonner 
5:00pm Lector:  Dale Tan 
 Altar Servers:  Spencer Lavelle,  
 Brian Raskauskas 
 
6:30am Celebrant:  Father Lucas 
 Lector:  Celine Severino 
 
8:00am Celebrant:  Father Lucas 
 Lector:  Anne Corcoran 
 Altar Servers:  Nicolas Migatz,  
 Haley Miller 
 
9:30am Celebrant:  Father Bonner 
 Lector:  Frank Slavin 
 Altar Servers:  Celia Braccia, Mia Braccia 
 
11:00am Celebrant:  Father Bonner 
 Lector:  Patrick Gleason 
 Altar Servers:  Daniel Barr, Robert Gaynor 

Aid For Friends 

Thank you to everyone who continues to bring meals to 
our freezer and to our client-friends.  If you would like 
to help, add an extra portion to your family meal, freeze 
it in the trays we provide, and bring it to the freezer.  
For more information please call Bernadette O’Donnell 
at 215-379-3448 or AFF at 215-464-2224. 

Charismatic Prayer Group  ~  Do you have 

an immediate prayer need or can you offer the 
gift of prayer?  The ‘People of Love’ Prayer 
Group meets every Monday evening at 7:30pm 
in the Cecilian Room.  You are always welcome 
to join us and  renew your Spirit. 

Best Advent Ever 

Join us for Dynamic Catholic’s Best Advent Ever, which 
is all about the amazing possibilities for your life. 
All you have to do is go to BestAdventEver.com and 
enter your name and email address.  Every day during 
Advent you will receive an email with a short video 
from Matthew Kelly and the Dynamic Catholic team. 
Let’s have an amazing Advent, together! 

First Sunday of  Advent 
December 1, 2019 

  

FOCUS:  Advent is a time to prepare for the Lord. 

In this season of Advent, we remember our place in 
salvation history.  We remember that we, who again 
and again break the covenant established with God, 
are offered salvation through that same God who 
came as a baby to live, suffer, die and rise so that we 
may live forever with him. 
  

LITURGY OF THE WORD:  In the first reading, 
Isaiah prophesies that the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established and raised, and that in-
struction shall come out from Zion. Then God will 
judge between nations.  St. Paul warns the Romans 
that salvation is imminent, and that they should cast 
off sin and darkness and choose to lie in the light of 
Jesus Christ.  In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to 
his disciples about the people of Noah’s time who 
were living carelessly when the flood came, and 
warns that as it was then, so it is for them. They 
must be watchful and ready, for God will come at 
an hour they do not expect. 
  

REFLECTION:   As we begin Advent we are asked 
to reflect on Christ’s "second coming." Not just re-
flect, but live in ways that show we expect his return 
and are doing what we must to prepare for him 
when he does come. If we are people who tend to 
put things off the gospel has an urgency about it, to 
stir us to action now. 
   

So we ask ourselves:  

 What disruptive and wasteful patterns must we 
address during this Advent time of preparation 
for Christ? 

 In the spirit of Advent how are we looking for 
Christ in our daily lives? 

Wednesdays in 
Advent 

December 4 

December 11 

December 18 

12:00—2:00pm 

Spend some  

time with  

the Lord 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Everyone is welcome to come and pray before  
the Blessed Sacrament 

Bring your prayer book, bible, rosary, or sit quietly 

Second Collection 
Next weekend, the second collection will be taken up 
for the Retirement Fund for Religious.   Thank you for 
your prayers and support for this collection for those 
who have served us all our lives. 
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Senior Citizen News 
St. Cecilia Senior Citizens hold their meet-
ings on Thursdays in the Auditorium from 10am 
to 2pm.  We offer guest speakers, entertain-
ment, special occasion lunches, trips, bingo, 
and 50/50.  New members (ages 50+) are al-
ways welcome to join and you can bring a 
friend.  For info, call our President, Maryann 
Stroud (215-342-4354) between 9am and 7pm. 

For information about St. William Seniors, 
please call Ro McElroy at 267-210-1524. 

Trip to Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster to 
see ’Queen Esther’ with buffet lunch at Shady 
Maple on June 18, 2020.  Cost $115.   
Contact Betty Harding at 215-745-7199. 

Pray For Our Troops 

Jason Showmaker (Navy) 
Mark Strecker (Navy) 
Michael D’Antonio (Air Force) 
Sean Lay (Army) 
Brian A. Mason (Army) 
Christopher J. Starrett (USMC) 
Brandan Beaudet (USMC) 
Michael Molz (Army) 

BSA TROOP 290 
Hand decorated Christmas 
wreaths will be on sale next week-
end, Saturday, Nov. 30 after 5pm 
Mass and Sunday, Dec. 1 after 
8am, 9:30, 11am Masses (while 
supply lasts).  Cost is $20. Proceeds benefit 
July 2020 summer camp.   

Musica Concordia presents Advent 

Choral Vespers 
Sunday, December 15 

4:00pm ~ St. Cecilia Church 
Once again as has become a tradition here,  
St. Cecilia Parish will host the chorus, Musica Concordia, as 
they present an Advent Choral Vespers. 
Join us to reflect on the real meaning of this beautiful season of 
anticipation as we prepare our hearts and minds for the joyous 
celebration of Christmas.  No tickets are required.  Free will 
offering will be accepted. 

Bereavement Support Group 
Lambie Funeral Home located at 8000 Rowland Avenue 
(Rhawn & Rowland) invites you to join us Dec. 4 from 
6:30 to 8:00pm. The topic will be Continuing Bonds and 
facilitated by Deborah Gawthrop who has her degree in 
Counseling Psychology and is a certified Grief Manage-
ment Specialist. For more info please call 215-624-
8190. 

National Memorial for Preborn & Parents  
If you are going to the March for Life in Washington, DC 
in January, you are invited to: 

DAR Constitution Hall (1776 D Street, NW) 
           Friday, January 24, 2020   (8:30-10:30) 
           Mass at 7:30am 
Large groups welcome.  Let them know you will be com-
ing by visiting www.NationalPrayerService.com. 

First Penance 
The children in our parish school 
will receive their First Penance on 
Friday, December 6 and the stu-
dents in PREP will be receiving 
this Sacrament on Saturday,    
December 7. 
Please keep them and their 
teachers and parents in your 
prayers. 
May God bless these children as 
they receive this very special 
Sacrament for the first time. 

Keep Christ in Christmas Magnets 

The Knights of Columbus will be selling ‘Keep 
Christ in Christmas’ magnets outside church 
next weekend after the 5:00pm Saturday Mass 
and all the Masses on Sunday.  These are great 
for hanging on your refrigerator, car or anything 
metal.  Cost is $5 and the proceeds go to our 
school.  Thank you for your continued support. 

Congratulations! 
We are happy to announce the following stu-
dents attending St. Basil Academy have at-
tained the Honor Roll for the first quarter of the 
2019-2020 school year. 

Honors 
Anna Cmiel, Annabella Marzulli, Amelia Pizzica,  
Olivia Ponert, Isabella Butler, Faith Quaintance,  
Kendall Szor, Brianna McMonagle,  
Megan McMonagle, Maria Storck 
 
High Honors 
Cameron Gara, Kaitlyn Quinn, Adrianna Storck,     
Giana Thomas, Kylie Duggan, Chloe Dolan,  
Alexandria McGonigle, Aila Rivera,  
Madelyn Carter, Alexandra Morgenstern,  
Shannon Remolde, Zoey Wilkins, Zoe Dixon, 
Madeline Gallagher, Erin O’Reilly,  
Caitlin Ponert, Adrianna Zones 
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Here &  There 
Little Flower High School  

H & S meeting December 3 at 7:00pm 
Public Relations Officer from Police District, win gift cards for 

attending, 50/50, raffle for tuition, shop at Flossie Shop 
 

Christmas Concert ~ Dec. 6 at 7:30pm 
St. Anne Shrine Upper Church (Memphis St. & Lehigh Ave) 

$10/person;  $20/family 
 

Christmas Festival at St. Hilary’s Church 
Saturday, Dec. 7 after 5:00pm Mass 

Live nativity, pictures w/Santa, food, DJ, bake sale 
Tree & wreath sale, games, crafts, Secret Santa Shop 

All are welcome! 
 

St. Hubert HS presents ‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ 
Dec. 6 & 7 (7:30pm);  Dec. 8 (2pm) 

$10 adults & students w/ID 
$5 senior citizens & grade school students;  free under 5 

www.huberts.org 
 

Holiday Vendor Fair at St. Hubert’s High School 
Sunday, Dec. 15 (9:00am—3:00pm) 

Shop for holiday gifts and stocking stuffers 
Christine.Cassel35@gmail.com 

 
Operation Santa Claus Benefit—December 7 

St. Anne’s (Memphis & Tucker Sts) 
8:00pm—12:00am 

Cost $25 (food, water, soda)  BYOB 
Tkts & info:  Jeannie Post  215-880-3585 

 
Advent Tree Lighting & Open House 

Mother Boniface Spirtuality Center (3501 Solly Ave.) 
Dec. 6 (6:30-8:30pm) 

Vendors, Crafts, Treats 
 

Early Bulletin Deadlines 
December 15 & 22—need information Dec. 9 
December 29—need information Dec. 16 
Send to judi.schein@stceciliafc.org 

Advent Giving Tree  
Please feel free to take an orna-
ment from the tree and purchase 
the item indicated.  We ask you to 
place it UNWRAPPED under the 
tree the weekend of Dec. 14-15. 

If you select an item from the Sis-
ters of Life, please bring it next 
weekend (Dec. 7-8).  

SPECIAL REQUEST:  The Sis-
ters of Life are looking for a car 
seat/stroller.  If a group would like 
to purchase this, they would be 
most grateful.   

Thank you for your kindness and generosity.  Please 
contact the Giving Tree Coordinator, Theresa Kuhar 
215-694-3709 with any questions or more information. 

 

 

The Sisters of Life are a contemplative/active Ro-
man Catholic community of women religious, who pro-
fess the three traditional vows of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience, and a fourth vow to protect and enhance 
the sacredness of human life. Their mission includes 
serving women who are vulnerable to abortion, giving 
them the support and resources to be able to choose 
life for themselves and their children; hosting weekend 
retreats; evangelization; outreach to college students; 
and helping women who have suffered after abortion to 
encounter the mercy and healing of Jesus.  Their local 
residence is in North Phila. close to Temple University.  

Mercy Hospice is a community grounded in faith 
and service where single women and mothers with chil-
dren experiencing homelessness and in recovery can 
find opportunities for new beginnings.  They strive to 
create an atmosphere of mutual respect and support in 
which individuals and families can heal and grow in 
their ability to lead sober, purposeful lives.  They have 
a 31-bed residence for women and mothers with young 
children.  With the goal of continued recovery and tran-
sition to more independent living situations, the women 
meet weekly with professional case managers to identi-
fy and address the root causes of their homelessness.  

St. Francis Inn ministers to the poor and homeless 
of Philadelphia.  Formed in the spirit of the Gospel and 
inspired by the life and compassion of Sts. Francis and 
Clare of Assisi, they try to meet the immediate daily 
needs of the people they serve with food, clothing and 
hospitality.   

Retrouvaille  ~  a lifeline for Marriages 
Tens of thousands of couples have healed their marriag-
es through Retrouvaille.  They provide help for marriage 
problems, difficulties or crises.  Couples learn to build 
communication skills and rediscover intimacy.  The next 
program at the Family Life Center in Malvern will be the 
weekend of Feb. 21-23.  To register or for more info, 
visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 215-766-3944 or 
800-470-2230.  All inquiries are strictly confidential. 

Pancake Breakfast 

Benefits United States Veterans 

DATE:    Sunday, December 1, 2019 

TIME:     8:30—11:30am 

PLACE:  Cpl. John Loudenslager 
               American Legion Post                          
              7976 Oxford Ave. 

COST:   $6 (juice, eggs, sausage, pancakes, coffee) 
              $4 under 10 yrs. Old 

Thank you for your support. 
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK OF December 2 

MONDAY, December 2 
6:30am – Mike Nyce 

8:30am – Angelo DiSandro & Nino Verrecchia 

TUESDAY, December 3 
6:30am – Kathleen & Dennis Daly 

8:30am – Sophie & Family 

WEDNESDAY, December 4 
6:30am – Margaret Briggman 

8:30am – Shannon Dunne 

THURSDAY, December 5 
6:30am – Eleanor & Doris Frangysanni 
8:30am – Gerard Readinger 

FRIDAY, December 6 
6:30am – Richard Markowski 
8:30am – Anne & John Murphy 

SATURDAY, December 7 
8:30am – Patrick McGettigan 
5:00pm – Carolyn Schein (25th anniversary) 

Remember Our Sick and Suffering 

Walter Hnat   Ed Lieber  
Christopher Rodgers  Patricia Moore  
James J. Tobin   Mary Schultz  
Ann Marie Tobin Masgai  Margaret Lukacko 
Charles Friel   Meghan Kovacs  
Joan Marie Reiley  John Lawrysk  
Dolores Hergert   Rita Kravitz  
Maki Turner   Kirsten Hosack-Edling 
Janet Fox   Helen Flood  
Stephanie Morgan  James Potts  
Patricia Staudt   Owen Doyle  
Mary Benson   Esther Sharp  
Mary Jane Brough  Leo Wuestkamp  
Stephen Ruczynski  Helen Tobin  
Mike McKee   Andrew Slivjak  
Melissa Fischer   George Burbage  
Patricia Greenleaf  Rita Giordano  
Daniel Mitchell   Lisa Kovacs-Breuer 
Anna Thackray   Patricia Carey  
Linda Reinboth   Gregory Farrell  

Remember Those Who Have Died 

Claire Crawford   Patrick Gallagher 


