
 

 
 

 

During the month of October, the Catholic Church in the U.S. observes   
Respect Life Month, and today, October 3rd is Respect Life Sunday.   

During this Year of St. Joseph, the Holy Father invites us to reflect more 
deeply on how St. Joseph loved Jesus with a father’s heart. Joseph’s      
unhesitating adherence to God’s will as he faithfully and lovingly protected 
the Christ Child and the Blessed Mother bears witness to our own call as 
Christians to safeguard God’s gift of human life. 
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in Ordinary Time 
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Saint Cecilia Church 
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Sunday       
Vigil 5:00pm (Saturday)  

6:30am, 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am 

Monday through Friday 
6:30 and 8:30 am 

Saturday 
8:30 am 

We continue to livestream Mass on Sunday at 9:30am. 

PASTOR                                Reverend Charles E. Bonner 

PASTOR EMERITUS        Reverend Msgr. Francis X. Dreger 

PAROCHIAL VICAR          Reverend Robert Lucas 

PERMANENT DEACON  Deacon Patrick Diamond 

BUSINESS MANAGER Eleanor Kerwick 

RECEPTIONIST  Susan Cianfarini 

PREP COORDINATOR Kelly Roney 

PRINCIPAL  Sister Catherine Irene Masino , IHM  

VICE PRINCIPAL  Sister Carolyn Elizabeth Braun, IHM 

SCHOOL SECRETARY Bobbie Mitchell 

TUITION COORDINATOR Lisa Hnat 

NEW PARISHIONERS  ~  Call the Rectory at 215-725-1240 for an appointment to register. 

MOVING  ~  Please notify the Rectory with any changes to your home address or when household members move out. 

BAPTISM   ~  First three Sundays of the month at 12:15pm.  Arrangements must be made at least two weeks prior to the Baptism.  Attend-
ance at a Pre-Jordan class is required for first time parents and godparents are also welcome.   Please register for class by contacting the 
Rectory at 215-725-1240.  The selected godparent(s) must be a fully initiated Roman Catholic, in good standing with the Church, and at 
least 16 years old.  A baptized non-Catholic Christian may be chosen as a “Christian Witness,” provided there is a Catholic godparent. A 
former Catholic may not serve as either a godparent or Christian Witness.  

MARRIAGE  ~  Arrangements must be made at least six (6) months in advance. Call the Rectory for an appointment.  All scheduling consid-
erations, including the initial date selection and any alterations, must be discussed with a Priest.  

RECONCILIATION  ~  Saturdays from 4:00 to 4:45pm  

HOMEBOUND VISITATION  ~  Please contact the Rectory. 

OFFICES 

Rectory       215-725-1240       (hours: 8:30am-4:30pm) 
             Closed 12:00-1:00pm 
PREP            215-725-2821       
School         215-725-8588       
Tuition        215-725-2201       
Fax 215-725-2130 

Website:  www.stceciliafc.org 

School:     scsfoxchase.org 

CYO Facebook: Saint Cecilia Catholic Youth Organization 

MONDAY, October 4 

6:30am – Agnes Danella (3rd anniversary)  

8:30am – John P. Sheehan 

TUESDAY, October 5 

6:30am – Sue & Joseph Berthcsi (Wedding Anniversary)  

8:30am – Sue C. McCombes & George McCombes 

WEDNESDAY, October 6 
6:30am – Joseph Danella (6th anniversary) 

8:30am – Raymond C. Wagner 

THURSDAY, October 7 
6:30am –  John & Dorothy Mehler 

8:30am –  Charles Behm 

FRIDAY, October 8 
6:30am –  Joseph & Frances Leonard 
8:30am –  Dec’d members Lemly Family 

SATURDAY, October 9 
8:30am – Anne Lentz 

5:00pm – Amanda Gleason 
 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 3, 2021 

FOCUS:  God has joined us to one another and to 

himself.  When we bring our questions, doubts, and 
concerns to God, even when we try to challenge him 

with the letter of the law, he responds in love, by re-
vealing his plan of salvation.  This plan is lived out in 

the sacrament of marriage, and in joining ourselves in 
faith and love to God no matter our state in life. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD:  In the first reading, 

God creates a suitable partner for the man—a woman.  

The man calls her bone of my bones and flesh of my 
flesh.  In the Letter to the Hebrews, the author writes 

of the one who, “for a little while” was made “lower 
than the angels,” that by the grace of God he might 
taste death for everyone.  In the Gospel, the Pharisees 

ask Jesus about the law regarding divorce.  Jesus an-
swers, what God has joined together, no human being must 
separate. 

Saint Cecilia Church 
535 Rhawn Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania   
19111 
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Gospel ~ Mark                                                  10: 2-16 

The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, "Is it lawful 
for a husband to divorce his wife?"  They were testing 
him.  He said to them in reply, "What did Moses command 
you?"  They replied, "Moses permitted a husband to write 
a bill of divorce and dismiss her."  But Jesus told them, 
"Because of the hardness of your hearts he wrote you this 
commandment.  But from the beginning of creation, God 
made them male and female.  For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
the two shall become one flesh.  So they are no longer 
two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined togeth-
er, no human being must separate."  In the house the 
disciples again questioned Jesus about this.  He said to 
them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 
commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her hus-
band and marries another, she commits adultery." 

And people were bringing children to him that he might 
touch them, but the disciples rebuked them.  When Jesus 
saw this he became indignant and said to them, "Let the 
children come to me; do not prevent them, for the king-
dom of God belongs to such as these.  Amen, I say to 
you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a 
child will not enter it." Then he embraced them and 
blessed them, placing his hands on them. 

The Gospel of the Lord.       
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Second Reading ~ Letter to the Hebrews                    2:9-11 

Brothers and sisters:  He "for a little while" was made "lower 
than the angels, " that by the grace of God he might taste death 
for everyone. 

For it was fitting that he, for whom and through whom all things 
exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the lead-
er to their salvation perfect through suffering.  He who conse-
crates and those who are being consecrated all have one 
origin.  Therefore, he is not ashamed to call them “brothers.” 

The word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 

First Reading ~ Genesis                                     2:18-24 

The LORD God said: "It is not good for the man to be alone. 
I will make a suitable partner for him."  So the LORD God 
formed out of the ground various wild animals and various 
birds of the air, and he brought them to the man to see what 
he would call them; whatever the man called each of them 
would be its name.  The man gave names to all the cattle, 
all the birds of the air, and all wild animals; but none proved 
to be the suitable partner for the man. 

So the LORD God cast a deep sleep on the man, and while 
he was asleep, he took out one of his ribs and closed up its 
place with flesh.  The LORD God then built up into a woman 
the rib that he had taken from the man.  When he brought 
her to the man, the man said: 

     “This one, at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my     
      flesh; this one shall be called ‘woman,’ for out of ‘her  
      man’ this one has been taken.” 

That is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings 
to his wife, and the two of them become one flesh. 

The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm  

May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives. 

 Blessed are you who fear the LORD, 
    who walk in his ways! 
For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork; 
    blessed shall you be, and favored. 

 Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine 
    in the recesses of your home; 
your children like olive plants 
    around your table. 

 Behold, thus is the man blessed 
    who fears the LORD. 
The LORD bless you from Zion: 
    may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem 
    all the days of your life. 

 May you see your children's children. 
    Peace be upon Israel! 

Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages.  God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial 
with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us men 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

(all bow) and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accord-
ance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the proph-
ets. 
 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one 
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resur-
rection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Today’s Hymns 

Entrance:          For the Beauty of the Earth (#594 Music) 

Offertory:          Love One Another (#474 Music)  
Communion:    Taste and See (#333 Music) 

Recessional:    All Creatures of Our God (#538 Music) 
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Let us pray for the souls of all the 

faithful departed, especially… 

Robert Hilferty 

Stephen Lawless 

Bridie McCormick 

Marianne Smaczylo 

Mass Schedule Next Weekend 
October 9-10 

Saturday  (Vigil)    Celebrant:  Fr. Lucas 

5:00pm  Lector:  Theresa Kuhar 

6:30am  Celebrant:  Fr. Bonner 

  Lector:  Richard McIvor 

8:00am  Celebrant:  Fr. Bonner 

  Lector:  Rita Malfara 

9:30am  Celebrant:  Fr. Lucas 

  Lector:  Al Matthews 

11:00am  Celebrant:  Fr. Lucas 

Guitar Group Lector:  Rose Messina 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 
September 26, 2021 

             Church  $13,869             Envelopes  420 

God bless you for your continued support of the parish.       
                                       Fr. Bonner 

Catherine Needham, Leo Wuestkamp, Theresa Halbherr, Marian Diel, 

Mary Jane Brough, Kirsten Hosack-Edling, Tina Coyne-Torres,  
Lisa Kovacs-Breuer, Ed Lieber, Meghan Kovacs, John Lawrysk,  

Maki Turner, Mary Benson, Helen Tobin, Andrew Slivjak, Bill Scott, 
Melissa Fischer, Rita Giordano, George Burbage, Ed MacNew,  

John Smykal, Julia McCauley, Timothy Martin, Kathi Silcox, Helen 
Flood, Alberta DeMasi, Alonso Castillo, Eugenia DiSilva, Ted Ahern, 

Betty Harding, Catherine Davis, Lou Baldwin, Isabel Schmidt,  

Fran McManus, Robert McGrody, Ann Keefe, Vincent Florian,  
Clare Gilchrist, Marie Slobogin, Brian Rose, Joseph Smyth,  

Brendan Roth, Tom McManus, Gina Slobogin, Bill Sherwin,  
Kathleen Tracey, Sharon Gillespie, Gerard Ulrich, Paul Olson,  

Theresa Sherwin, Diana DeNoble, Mary Pat Snee, Marge Valentine, 
Gina Grasso, Catherine Abel, Gina Grasso, Brian Byrnes,  

Evelyn Flaherty, Sue Zoltowski, Piper Smalarz, Tony Vicente,  

Gregory Marone, Betty Karpowicz, Sister Christine Lamb, IHM,  
Edward Corbeil, Rita DeVito, Connie Kelley, Lori Newlin, 

Thomas Lauria 

God bless our newly baptized 

         Hunter Sarah Watto 

         Hayes Levi Watto 

         Parker Dawson Watto 

oooo 

Our IHM Sisters thank everyone who purchased 

chances last weekend to support Camilla Hall.  

God bless you for your generosity. 
Senior Citizens 
Saint Cecilia Seniors 
Group will begin meetings 
on Thursday, October 7th 
at 10:00am in the school 
auditorium.  Everyone is 
welcome and you don’t have to be a parishioner to 
join.  To keep everyone safe, we ask that you 
please wear a mask. 

Rosary Rally 
Washington, DC 

Sunday—October 10  
4:00pm 

People across the U.S. are invited 
to come together and join those in 
Washington, DC to pray the rosary for our nation 
in their own home, church or gathering next Sun-
day at 4:00pm.   

Are you called to be a Deacon? 

The Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

is hosting an information webinar 

for the Permanent Diaconate. 

DATE:  Tuesday ~ October 12 

TIME:   7:00pm 

Catholic men and wives between ages of 29 and 

55 are invited to join the live webinar.  To register 

or for more information, please visit   

https://archphila.org/deacon. 

Mass Book ~ 2022 
Mass request forms for 2022 are 
now available in church.  The rec-
tory will begin receiving your Mass 
requests for your loved ones and 
special intentions on Tuesday, October 19 at 
8:30am.  

Masses   2022 

Bereavement Support Group sessions at Lambie Funeral Home 

located at 8000 Rowland Ave. (Rhawn & Rowland) begin on 

Wednesday, October 6 from 6:30-8:00pm.  Sessions are facilitat-

ed by Deborah Gawthrop, M.S. who has a Master’s Degree in 

Counseling Psychology.  To register call 215-624-8190 or email 

dgawthropcnlt@verizon.net. 
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Job Opportunities 
 Holy Innocents Church, located at 1337 East Hunting 

Park Ave.  is seeking a Parish Business/Facilities Man-
ager.  Please contact Father Tom Higgins at            
pastorholyinnocents@gmail.com. 

 Grounds Maintenance  -  Private religious organization 
is seeking a full time groundskeeper, Monday-Friday, 
7:00am-3:00pm.  Must have working knowledge of 
grounds and lawncare maintenance equipment and 
operations.  Minimum 2 years experience.  Ability to lift, 
push, pull required objects up to and over 80 lbs.  Valid 
driver’s license and own transportation.  Resumes and 
letter of experience to HR, c/o Laurie Jacobs at 
jobs@medicalmissionsisters.org. 

St. Cecilia Parish is happy to welcome 
Susan Cianfarini to our rectory staff. 
Susan was born and raised in Glenside, 
has been married for 33 years, and has 
four children and a brand new grand-

daughter. We welcome Susan as our new Receptionist. 

Join us for our first Home & School Event 

Rita’s Night Out! 

Wednesday ~ October 6 

4:00-7:00pm 

Rita’s Water Ice 

136 Huntingdon Pike 

Upcoming Retreats 
Mother Boniface Spirituality Center (3501 Solly Avenue) 
Tuesday evenings—7:00 to 8:00pm on Zoom 

 OCT 5—A Man on Fire:  Father Thomas Augustine 
Judge, CM (1868-1933) 

 OCT 12—A Wise Woman of God:  Mother Mary Boni-
face Keasey (1885-1931) 

 OCT 19—Called and Chosen:  Margaret Healy, Ph.D. 
(1895-1982) 

 OCT 26—Call for Missionary Disciples:  Fr. Judge and 
Pope Francis 

Register at msbt.org to receive Zoom link.   

Harvest Festival 

Cranaleith Spiritual Center (13475 
Proctor Rd) invites you to their Harvest 
Festival on Sunday, October 10  
(12:00-4:00pm). Includes craft vendors, 
children’s games, flea market and raf-
fles.  For more info visit cranaleith.org 
or call 215-934-6206. 

Nazareth Academy High School 

 Fall Fun Movie Night for 7th & 8th grade girls on Friday,    
Oct. 8 at 6:00pm.  Pumpkin painting and watching Disney’s 
Hocus Pocus. Please contact Ms. Derassouyan at 215-268-
1026. 

 Open House—Saturday, October 16 (9am-12pm) Register at 
NazarethAcademyHS.org/FallOpenHouse.  Questions call 
Admissions Office at 215-268-1026. 

 8th grade Entrance & Scholarship Exam on Saturday, Nov. 6 
from 7:45am to 12:00pm.  Register at 215-268-1026 or            
NazarethAcademyHS.org/EntranceExam. 

Maternity BVM School  ~  50+1 Reunion 
Class of 1970 will hold a class reunion on Saturday, October 16 begin-
ning at 7:00pm at Maternity BVM Parish Hall (9322 Old Bustleton Ave).   
Cost is $50/person.  Send check made payable to Maternity BVM 
Church to the rectory at 9220 Old Bustleton Ave. 19115, Attn: Denise.  
Include number of attendees, contact number and email. For more info 
email dvoisard@maternitybvm.net.  

During this Respect Life Month, we can start to become 

more like St. Joseph by asking ourselves a few questions 

and reflecting on them: 

 Do we realize how precious every person is? 

 As we go about our day, do we treat people accord-

ingly? 

 How can we reach out to those having a hard time 

seeing the worth of their own lives? 

 How do we reassure those at the end of life who are 

afraid they are a burden or feel like their lives don’t 

have meaning? 
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1. Go to FORMED.org 

2. Click Sign Up 

3. Select “I Belong to a Parish….” 

4. Type in St. Cecilia Parish Community 

5. Enter your email ~ and you are in! 

 

 


