
The Week of Christian Unity concludes today with the celebration of the
Conversion of Saint Paul. This annual celebration seeks to continue
dialogue amongst the various Christian Churches in the hope that one day
we'll be united. You might wonder...how many different Christian Churches
are there today? You may ask...why pray and how do we pray? Hopefully, in
the years to come, St. Cecilia might gather with the other Christian
Churches a few times a year to pray with one another...that is a start, right?
Would you like to help make that happen? Contact Fr. Chris.
 
Let us pray...
 
O God of justice, God of peace, One in the unity of Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, enliven the unity of your Church on earth. Help us to see
that our unity goes beyond unity in doctrinal essentials to an active
unity of humanity with you and with one another.
 
Forgive us for not remembering we are brothers and sisters in equity
and justice under your law of love. Help us remember that each of us
is created in your Divine image and that we share the dignity of being
your children. Temper your justice, O Lord, with mercy to forgive and
heal our broken relationships.
 
Unite us in a fellowship that recalls our baptism, which has
conquered sin and death, hate and division in the power of the
Paschal mystery of Jesus Christ. Grant all this, O Lord, in his name
and by the power of your Holy Spirit, now and forever, Amen.

Watch a Weekly Update Video from Father Chris...

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/conversion-of-saint-paul/
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/we-need-to-stop-saying-that-there-are-33-000-protestant-denominations
https://www.usccb.org/committees/ecumenical-interreligious-affairs/international-week-prayer-christian-unity
mailto:frchriswalsh@stceciliafc.com?


We will celebrate the gift of Catholic Schools this weekend at all of our
Masses. There is an Open House in our school on Sunday from 9am to
11am and from Noon to 2pm (enter thru the Auditorium). There is also a
Pancake Breakfast on Sunday from 9am to 1pm ($5 per person) through
the kindness of our Boy Scouts! Please stop over and learn about the
wonderful things happening in our school. The parish invests a great deal of
money in our school, come and see what the investment looks like! Take
pride in this beautiful legacy of our Parish School!

Have you joined us for Adoration on Mondays?
Jesus wants time with you.

https://youtu.be/JX5zkfMVphg


Join us from Noon to 7pm.
Come for 10, 20 or 30 minutes. Maybe even an hour!

Look at Him. Let Him look at you.

Pope Francis' Intention for January: that educators be credible
witnesses, teaching fraternity more than competition and guiding
them in helping the vulnerable
For peace on the streets of Philadelphia and the morale of police
officers and those in the justice system
For the grace to choose holy moments this week - holy moments that
will transform us in new ways that please God and help others.
For a renewal of faith in the lives of those who have been hurt by the
ministers or members of the Church, including those hurt at St.
Cecilia
For the soul of Katharina Vogel whose funeral will be Friday, Jan.
27th at 10:30am
For the soul of Andrew Miller whose funeral will be Saturday, Jan.
28th at 10:30am
For the soul of Margaret Babst whose funeral will be Monday, Jan.
30th at 10:30am
For the soul of Ann Lydon whose funeral will be Tuesday, Jan. 31st at
10:30am
For the soul of Sister Ann Louise Smith, a Medical Mission Sister
(who volunteered to visit the homebound at St. Cecilia for many
years) whose funeral will be Thursday, Fen. 2nd at 11am at the
Medical Mission Sisters
For the soul of Joan Hannon whose funeral will be Tuesday, Feb. 7th
at 11am



The image above is Fr. Chris' hand leaving the hundred of Prayer Intentions
from our Parish that he carried with him during his pilgrimage at the
Western Wall of the Temple. May God hear our prayer!



HAVE YOU READ THE BOOK WE GAVE OUT AT CHRISTMAS?  In Part II
(pages 33-41), Matthew presents the Good Samaritan as the model for
creating holy moments: he was open to God, he made himself available,
and he set aside his own interested for that moment. It is very much a “one
day at a time” model in which we do what we believe God wants us to do in
this moment. Did you recognize any holy moments this past week?
How did you do? Prayer is an essential part – slow down and talk about
these moments with God. Ask God to help you have the wisdom to see
them when they come!
 
Would you be willing to share the way the book is impacting you with
others? We will share your name if you desire, otherwise it is anonymous.
Please email your brief (2-3 sentences) insights or experiences to:
holymoments@stceciliafc.com

Make plans to join us on March 4th as we celebrate St. Patrick's Day.
Tickets will be selling fast! Our very own Matt McDonald will provide music
with his band No Irish Need Apply! In addition, Fr. Chris is practicing his tin
whistle (seriously) and Fr. Lucas promises to get on the stage once again
(no puppets this time). All are encouraged to join us as we build a spirit of
community and fellowship in our beloved parish!

mailto:holymoments@stceciliafc.com?


Our Envisioning Team continues to work together to develop a Pastoral
Plan for the Parish. Among our current tasks is to develop a new Mission
Statement for the Parish and identify Values that will guide the Parish. 
 
Mission Statement Drafts
Option 1: To proclaim the love of God, in word and action, we will lead and
inspire the parish community, to a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.
 
Option 2: Announce the Good News, embolden all believers, and inspire a
deeper relationship with Jesus Christ, so we serve others generously.
 
Parish Values 1st Draft
Welcoming - To create a joy filled environment where all are invited to join
the community and share in the Christian life.

We will share our love of God with all people we encounter.
We will exhibit respect for the God-given dignity of all in our midst.
We will happily greet each other as if greeting Jesus Christ

Justice - Giving God and neighbor what is due to them.

We will see all as equals in the eyes of God.
We will seek ways to amend injustices related to our parish.
We will be stewards of our time, talents, and treasure, as a return for
all that God
has given.
We will live out the Corporal Works of Mercy

Faithful - The belief in God and what He has revealed and therefore a
personal entrusting of oneself to His plan.

We will be prayerful.
We will engage in parish life.
We will demonstrate integrity as a Christian.
We will desire to strive for Heaven.

The Envisioning Team wants your feedback: what do you think? Do these
Mission Statements (eventually we will have only one) and Values excite
you for the future? Let us know by emailing Sister Caroline, IHM and giving
her your feedback (which she will share with the Team)

mailto:sistercarolynelizabeth@stceciliafc.com?


In the midst of division, Pope Francis wants us to speak with truth
and charity
There was a priest behind much of the framework of AA when it was
developed? Read about Father Ed
The violent attack that led to the death of Asian Americans impacted
their parish families greatly
The Archdiocese of Seattle is the latest diocese to announce a plan
to reduce the number of parishes.
Did you read last Sunday's Church Bulletin? Be sure to take a minute
to keep up on the great things happening at St. Cecilia - INCLUDING
DETAILS ON CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK AND A PANCAKE
BREAKFAST!
Bible Study will begin again on Wednesday, March 1st (and continue
to April 5th). Our theme for the weeks of Lent will be the Passion
Narratives of Jesus. Signs ups will begin in February – be sure to
join us 7pm to 8:30pm each week. In addition, for the Thursdays of
Lent, there will be a Mass at 7pm to allow more opportunities for
growth in holiness!

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/253441/pope-francis-amid-polarization-in-church-we-are-called-to-speak-truth-with-charity
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/restoring-america/community-family/father-ed-rediscovering-a-holy-priest-and-founding-father-of-alcoholics-anonymous
https://www.ncronline.org/news/monterey-park-shooting-gut-punch-las-chinese-catholics
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-usa/2023/01/facing-declines-in-people-and-money-seattle-launches-parish-consolidation-push
https://www.stceciliafc.org/bulletins



