
OUR VISION FOR ST. CECILIA: Transforming lives through faith filled
relationships.
 
OUR PARISH'S MISSION: Proclaim the Good News, embolden all
belivers, and inspire a deeper relationship with Jesus Crhist so our
parish will love and serve others generously. 

Yesterday was the Feast of the North American Martyrs, Jesuits who
arrive in North America from France to share the Gospel! Learn
more about these men here...
 
Saint Isaac Jogues wrote:
"My confidence is placed in God who does not need our help for
accomplishing his designs. Our single endeavor should be to give
ourselves to the work and to be faithful to him, and not to spoil his
work by our shortcomings."

Watch a Weekly Update Video from Father Chris...

https://www.simplycatholic.com/who-are-the-north-american-martyrs/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CLZJu_flqMQ


Dear Friends in Christ,
          On Tuesday morning I was talking with a dad as he dropped off his
son at school. He spoke of how wonderful the Fall Festival was and how
experience like it make him so happy to be a part of St. Cecilia Parish. In a
time when people are increasingly divided, when neighbors do not know
each other, where parents are unsure of how to move forward with their
family – the Church ought to be present. Our new Mission Statement is:
Proclaim the Good News, embolden all believers, and inspire a deeper
relationship with Jesus Christ so our parish will love and server others
generously. This is why we have the Fall Festival, and the Trunk or Treat,
and the CD Alumni Concert on Saturday and everything else. We need
occasions to come together. We need to feel emboldened in our
challenging world. We need a place to begin reaching out to one another
and finding ways to help the other. We need St. Cecilia Parish!
            At a recent meeting with priests, Archbishop Perez shared some
difficult numbers. In 1989 the Archdiocese of Philadelphia had 309
parishes; today there are 214. We have 278 priests who are active, with an
average age of 57. We have 151 retired priests (including our own Fr.
Callahan) and there are 41 who will retire in the next 5 years; with 21
HOPEFULLY new priests being ordained. I am sure you find these numbers
troubling. I know I do. Which is why I remind you of how much I need you to
take an active role in the life of St. Cecilia Parish. If we are going to remain
strong, and grow to include more young families like the dad I mentioned
above, your commitment has to go beyond Sunday Mass. I am grateful to
the many people who step up and do a great deal to make this Parish so
alive (as was evidenced last week at the Fall Festival). As Archbishop Perez
said: we can no longer do business as usual. We know that. But that means
things will change. I am not talking about Mass times or music styles, but
the role you take in living as a Disciple of Jesus Christ and asking each day:
what can I do today to advance the mission of St. Cecilia Church? Some
like that and others do not. Please beg from God the grace you need!
Thank you for partnering with me and Parish Leaders to make St. Cecilia a
Next Generation Parish.
                                                                            Father Chris
 
A Prayer for the Synod on Synodality: We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make
Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we
are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do
not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our
actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to
eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we
ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of
the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen.



Have you joined us for Adoration on Mondays?
Jesus wants time with you.
Join us from Noon to 7pm.

Come for 10, 20 or 30 minutes. Maybe even an hour!
Look at Him. Let Him look at you!

 
40 HOURS RETURNS TO ST. CECILIA
As we continue in these years of Eucharistic Revival, St. Cecilia Parish will
begin celebrating a 40 Hours Devotion once again. The devotion, which
began in Milan, Italy in 1530, had parishioners spend 40 consecutive hours
adoring Jesus. The devotion arrived in the US through St. John Neumann.
We will celebrate from Noon on Sunday, Nov. 19th thru 8pm on Tuesday,
Nov. 21st (which is actually 56 Hours of Adoration). We will gather for
Evening Prayer and a Homily on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday at 7pm and
hopefully a Eucharistic Procession at our conclusion on Tuesday (followed
by a social to celebrate St. Cecilia’s Feast Day). More information to come,
please mark your calendars.

On Wednesday, October 25th we will have a “Teaching Mass” at 7pm in
our Church. Father Phong will celebrate Mass and Father Chris will offer a
live “commentary” explaining what is happening and why we do it as part of



the Sacred Liturgy. the Teaching Mass serves as a conclusion to our Bible
Study but all members of the parish are welcome to join us in the Church at
7pm. The evening will begin with an explanation of the architecture of the
Church and there will opportunities to ask questions as we all grow in
appreciation of the beautiful gift of the Holy Mass.  Invite your family and
friends!

COFFEE TALK RETURNS! THIS SATURDAYAre you grieving the loss of a
loved one? Many people find it helpful to talk through grief with others who
have also experienced a loss. Please join us for a monthly COFFEE TALK
at St. Cecilia. The next gathering is Saturday, October 21st from 9am to
10:30am in the Cecilian Room (Building C, across from the Rectory). All are
welcome. For more information, call Paula at 215-317-9802.

AMEN! Do you remember that Amen song from the movie Lilies of the
Field? It is such a simple word: Amen. And it seems to be exactly the same
in English, German, French, Spanish, Latin, Greek, Aramaic, and Hebrew.
That’s because it came from the Hebrew language and then followed the
path of Christian evangelization throughout the world. So, what does Amen
mean? It means I believe everything that was just said. Amen = I believe it.
So be it. It is true. Can I get an “Amen” for that? At really special Masses,
such as the canonization of a saint in St. Peter ’s Square, the choir and the
people sing the super-duper “triple Amen” in four-part harmony
accompanied with brass, tympani, strings, and voices. It is truly magnificent
and glorious, and a fitting way to conclude the Eucharistic Prayer in which
the extraordinary miracle of transubstantiation just took place.
 
This brief teaching is part of a series as we seek to grow in understanding
the Mass throughout the Year of the Eucharist. Content is taken from
Father Rocky at Relevant Radio.



Want to help raise money for tuition while you shop? Join St. Cecilia's
ALL DIGITAL SCRIP through Raise Right. Use the QR Code on the image
below or download the app and use this Code: LUV5S385EVEB. You can
name a specific student in our school or select "ANY STUDENT" and we will
apply the credit. If you have questions, call Eleanor in our Parish Office.



We marched for life in Harrisburg!



7,000+ people (including 40 from St. Cecilia's bus)
May our cried for protection for the unborn be heard!

Pope Francis' Intention for OCTOBER: that the Church adopt
listening and dialogue at every level so we will be guided by the Holy
Spirit towards the peripheries of the world
Pray for an end to the violence and war in Israel - change hearts dear
Lord
Pray for Leo Bazzoli whose funeral will be here on Saturday and for
his family who grieve his passing. 
Pray for those who serve our community as counselors and mental
health professionals.
For the sick and suffering, especially Norma, Jim, and those at
Pennypack Nursing Home, Jeanes & Fox Chase Hospitals



The Cardinal Dougherty Alumni Band will present a FREE concert
of LIVE MUSIC on Saturday, October 21st at 7pm in the Auditorium.
You are welcome to being your own food as well as a beverage
(water, soda, wine or beer).
We will pray the rosary the next two Mondays at 7pm at the
Grotto...the Rosary changes things!
ALL SAINTS & ALL SOULS LITURGIES - We will praise God for all
of the saints in heaven on Tues., Oct. 31st at 5pm and Wed., Nov. 1st
at 6:30am, 8:30am and 10:00a. We will pray for the souls in
purgatory on All Souls Day, Nov. 2nd at 6:30am, 8:30am and 7:00pm.

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/the-rosary-has-changed-history-and-it-can-happen-again


On Sunday, November 5th we will have our Annual Remembrance
Mass and pray for the souls of those who were buried from St. Cecilia
since last November (a social will follow in the Auditorium). All who
attend that Mass are invited to write the names of their loved ones
who have passed and have those names placed on the Altar during
Holy Mass. In addition, we will have a Book of Life in front of Saint
Joseph’s Altar once again this year for you to write the names of your
deceased loved ones. May they rest in God’s peace!
The Church in the USA has launched an initiative to assist people
with mental health issues!
SOCIAL MINISTRY FUND Through your generosity to our Social
Ministry Fund (including the Poor Boxes and Candle donations) our
Parish stands ready to help those in financial need. 
News from the SYNOD in Rome
Do you know a homebound parishioner who would like to have
a priest visit with Holy Communion? The parish is aware that
many who once attended Mass each week are no longer able to
come to us and we would like to bring Jesus to them! If you know a
family member, neighbor or someone you once sat with who is no
longer in the pews, please call Ruth in our Parish Office and let her
know about this person so that we can provide them the Pastoral
Care they deserve as God’s beloved child!
There is only ONE Catholic Church left in Gaza
Fr. Chris and Fr. Phong are available for CONFESSION on Monday
(6pm to 7pm); Wednesday (7am to 8am) and Saturday (4pm to
4:50pm). Please make use of this wonderful Sacrament in order to
grow as a Disciple of Jesus Christ.
Did you read last Sunday's Church Bulletin? Be sure to take a minute
to keep up on the great things happening at St. Cecilia
SAVE THE DATE FOR “DYING WELL”
On Wednesdays, November 8th & 15th, our pro-life ministry
HUMANITAS will host sessions that will help prepare your for the
inevitable – death! On Nov. 8th, Fr. Chris will present on medical
ethics and decisions associated with “end of life” (hospice, life
support and more). That evening will also include a discussion on
planning your own funeral liturgy. On Nov. 15th we will have a variety
of end of life attorneys, funeral directors and representatives from the
Catholic Cemeteries to make presentations and answer questions as
we begin the process. More information to come…

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/255626/us-bishops-launch-mental-health-campaign-with-special-novena-discussions-and-legislation
https://www.ncregister.com/news/synod-on-synodality-laywoman-s-speech-opposing-women-s-ordination-draws-big-ovation
https://ruth.mccabe@stceciliafc.org/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2023/10/gaza-evacuations-catholic-parish/675639/
https://www.ourladymountcarmel.com/blog/understanding-confession#:~:text=In%20confession%2C%20the%20penitent%20makes,with%20God%20and%20the%20church.
https://www.stceciliafc.org/bulletins


Our Parish, Parish School and the Lion’s Club are partnering once again for
a fabulous event for our young people. Join us on Saturday, October 28th
from 7:00pm to 9:00pm. You are welcome to bring and supervise young
children (in costume) to participate and collect some goodies! In addition,
you are welcome to set up your TRUNK (decorate your car; give out candy)
for a $10 fee (arrive at 6pm; please register). In addition, you can bring
CANDY and sit at a chair in the Auditorium with others and give candy to
the kids! If you can’t make it that night, but want to participate, drop off
CANDY DONATIONS in the back of Church NEXT WEEKEND! Questions?
Call the School Office.

Need a break from Netflix?
Want something that feeds your soul?

Create a FREE account with FORMED.ORG (another benefit
of being a member of Saint Cecilia-Fox Chase).

Start watching movies, documentaries and amazing
videos that will teach you our Catholic Faith!

https://scsfoxchase.org/trunk-or-treat
https://watch.formed.org/browse



