
This Saturday is the Solemnity of the Annunciation (and marks 9
months until Christmas). We rejoice in the YES of Mary to request of
God made through the angel Gabriel. The image above was painted
by a Philadelphia artists, Henry Tanner. He was African American
and was forced to paint in Europe because of racial prejudice. The
original of this painting now hands in the Phila. Museum of Art and it
is amazing!

Watch a Weekly Update Video from Father Chris...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qPtvcFSeh4s&feature=youtu.be


Dear Friends,
   Our Next Generation Parish Envisioning Team gathered last
Sunday.  We had very lively conversations about our selection of
THREE priority areas for St. Cecilia Parish. These will be areas that
get the attention and time of the staff, appropriate financial
resources and the energy of our parishioners. At the end of Sunday
the “contenders” are: Family Engagement (especially families with
young children; we will need more young families to be a
sustainable community for the next 10 years), Spiritual Growth (it
was clear from the DMI and focus groups that people want to grow
in their faith and walk with Jesus) and Outreach & Service (we
wants to be doers of the Word, not just hearers; the DMI, focus
groups and research shows that people are looking for ways to
serve and build community). I am very grateful to our Team for their
thought, passion and hard work. We will continue to refine the
definitions and rationale for each and in April develop a few goals
for each priority area. It will become the task of our Implementation
Teams to make these a reality in the mindset and daily life of St.
Cecilia Parish. Please let me know what you think.
   Palm Sunday is next weekend. There will hopefully be more
people in Church. Some may be in your seat. Please welcome
them. Our procedure to distribute palm will be a little different this
year, please be patient. We will have enough for everyone – I
promise!
                                                                                    Father Chris



Have you joined us for Adoration on Mondays?
Jesus wants time with you.
Join us from Noon to 7pm.

Come for 10, 20 or 30 minutes. Maybe even an hour!
Look at Him. Let Him look at you.

Do you have an issue with glutton? We have “very low” glutton
hosts available at each Mass. Please present yourself for Holy
Communion in the center aisle and tell the priest you need a low



glutton host. Praise God for this opportunity to make Jesus available
to those with this health condition.

Genuflecting: After you bless yourself with holy water, you make a
genuflection. "At the name of Jesus, every knee must bend"
(Philippians 2:10). That’s what Saint Paul wrote to the Philippians
years ago, and that’s why we bend our right knee and make a
genuflection to the tabernacle where Jesus Christ is truly present
before we enter our pew to sit down. Men also take off their hats.
The tabernacle containing the Most Blessed Sacrament should be
clearly visible, and it’s usually in the center of the sanctuary up front.
Look for the little vigil light with a candle burning next to it. When the
Mass begins, the priest and ministers also make a genuflection,
unless the tabernacle is off to the side, then they bow to the altar
and Crucifix as a sign of reverence. And did you know that
reverence is the beginning of wisdom, because we acknowledge
with humility that God is great?  This brief teaching is part of a series
as we seek to grow in understanding the Mass throughout the Year
of the Eucharist.



Pope Francis' Intention for March: We pray for those who have
suffered harm from members of the Church; may they find
healing and a just response from the Church in response to
their pain and suffering.
For Baby Henry, a newborn who is in critical care and for his
parents Kyle & MaryGrace - bring healing and hope!



For many to return to the weekly WORSHIP of the Lord at St.
Cecilia in the weeks of Lent and Easter for their good and the
Lord's glory.
For those impacted by addiction within their family - Lord,
being peace and healing
For the grace to choose holy moments this week - holy
moments that will transform us in new ways that please God
and help others.
For the family of Kimberly Hinkel who will be buried at
10:30am on Thursday and Alice Semmler who will be buried
10:30am Saturday. . May God grant Kimberly and Alice eternal
rest!
For an increase in generosity in the hearts of our parishioners
that they may respond to the needs of today (Greeters at 5pm
and Eucharistic Ministry to the Homebound and Hospitals)

Join us THIS WEEK Friday, March 24th (5:30 - 6:45 PM) in the
School Auditorium for a simple dinner with great conversation, and
then join us in Church for the Stations of the Cross at 7:00 PM. No
cost but free-will donations will be accepted for the St. Cecilia
School Scholarship Fund. Our School's Student Council will
prepare and host the evening. Please RSVP by March 20th WITH
THIS LINK so we can prepare for our guests!

Yesterday was World Down Syndrome Day?

https://forms.gle/sbt55mhfHHaeu3549
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/meet-gabriel-world-down-syndrome-day


It is Catholic Charities season in Philadelphia! Help the Church be a
blessing to more than 1,000,000 people served in the Philadelphia
region... learn more and make your donation. There is no envelope in
your packet as the diocese makes the appeal directly to your home
through the mail). Courtney Haines will speak at the 5pm, 9:30am
and 11am Masses on behalf of this Appeal.
One of our greatest gifts as Catholics is the Holy Eucharist. When
Catholics face illness or old age, not receiving the Eucharist is a great
hardship. The parish wants to continue expanding our bringing the
Eucharist to those at Jeanes Hospital (once a month commitment;
ideally on a Sunday after morning Masses) and to the homebound
(two to three times a month to one person). If you area practicing
Catholic (in a valid marriage) and would like to learn more, please
contact Josie. Training will be provided.
It is World Fertility Week! Who knew? Yes, how very important!
We want to expand our Greeter Ministry to the 5pm Mass. Are you
a person with a pleasant personality? Do you enjoy smiling and
chatting with people? Do you attend the 5pm Mass and are you
willing to commit to coming at 4:30 once a month and greeting
people? Contact Sherri for more information. We hope to launch just
after Easter!
A corruption trial of Vatican Officials continues - Lord, purify your
Church!
We are grateful to those who have inquired about supporting our
school through the Tax Credit Scholarships (possible donations are
now in excess of $8,000). Want to learn more (if you are a business
owner or have a personal tax liability to the State of PA in excess of
$1,000), please contact Lisa Hnat in our School 
Fr. Chris and Fr. Lucas are available for CONFESSION on Monday
(6pm to 7pm); Wednesday (7am to 8am) and Saturday (4pm to
4:50pm). Please make use of this wonderful Sacrament in order to
grow as a Disciple of Jesus Christ.
Did you read last Sunday's Church Bulletin? Be sure to take a minute
to keep up on the great things happening at St. Cecilia 

NEW THIS SUMMER: Musical Theater Camp at St. Cecilia! We
invite you to join Stage Company Theatre Arts this summer for an
integrative weeklong camp. Campers will learn improv, acting &
stage movement, singing & vocal technique, & dancing through

https://www.catholiccharitiesappeal.org/
mailto:jshowma5@gmail.com
https://catholicphilly.com/2023/03/news/local-news/celebrating-worldwide-fertilitycare-week-march-19-25/
mailto:sherrianneashe@comcast.net
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/pena-parra-and-the-rule-of-law-has-anything-changed-in-the-vatican/
https://www.foundationfce.org/eitcostc
mailto:lisa.hnat@stceciliafc.org?
https://www.ourladymountcarmel.com/blog/understanding-confession#:~:text=In%20confession%2C%20the%20penitent%20makes,with%20God%20and%20the%20church.
https://www.stceciliafc.org/bulletins


activities and games. Additionally, they will explore different musical
theatre styles by exploring various Broadway shows. 
Time: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Dates: June 19-23
Age: 8-12 year-olds
Price: $275 (use code for a discount when registering)
Register NOW! 
 
St. Cecilia YOUTH are invited to register before they open the camp
to all students on March 15th. Use the code ‘stagecocecilia’ by
March 15th. That same code can be used for a $50 discount. The
code is exclusive for St. Cecilia students! 

Jesus promised his disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit - a gift we all
need. One of the ways we are given the gift is through the
Sacrament of Confirmation. ARE YOU A CATHOLIC WHO NEVER
RECEIVED THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION? As we
approach Easter, perhaps now is the time to receive this precious
gift! Contact Father Chris or Father Lucas to make arrangement. 

On Saturday, April 15th (6pm to 9pm) there will be a Dinner in our
Auditorium to show appreciation to all those who volunteer at St.
Cecilia Church. We are grateful to all those who make our many
ministries and organizations possible. Those who volunteer are
invited. We are not able to extend the invitation to friends or family.
Thank you for understanding. Please RSVP HERE or call the
Parish Office before April 5th.

https://site.corsizio.com/a/5d5b28ae60f78cd9725d1e12
mailto:frchriswalsh@stceciliafc.com
mailto:frlucas@stceciliafc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGzxI5Mt39jtTK-HwipB35TvNKW5zO8njxZU0MaLMMuZ23MQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


COFFEE TALK: Please join our new gathering of those who are
grieving the loss of a loved one. Our first topic will be Knowing You
Are Not Alone. All are welcome to join us from 9:30am to 11am on
Saturday, March 25th in the Living Room of the Rectory (Parish
Office). Please call Paula Potts to reserve your seat 215-317-9802.
All are welcome regardless of who they are grieving or how long it
has been since your loss. 

Did you know that St. Cecilia School is currently undergoing its
accreditation process with Middle States? The process allows our
school to remain focused on its goals of educating the whole child.
Did you know that our school likely has room for your child or
grandchild? Did you know that the cost is likely more
affordable than you think? Please contact Mrs. Mitchell at 215-
725-8588 to learn more and take the next steps.

mailto:ripleyned@aol.com
mailto:rmitchell@stceciliafc.com


Parish Finance Council - Our newly created Parish Finance



Council has met with its full membership. The group, required by
Church Law, advises Father Chris but also provide oversight of our
resources (financial resources, our physical plant, our staff and
volunteers). We are grateful to those who serve us in this capacity:
Joe Danella (Chair), Eleanor Kerwick, Sister Catherine, John
McAleer, Ashley McCauley, Joe McCloskey, Dave Montvydas, Bon
Rambo (Vice Chair) and Celine Severino.  The Council will meet at
least four times a year. In addition there are four Standing
Committees that will meet: Building and Ground, School Finance,
Human Resources & Budget & Investments. If you have questions,
please contact Fr. Chris or Eleanor in the Parish Office.

mailto:frchriswalsh@stceciliafc.com
mailto:eleanor.kerwick@stceciliafc.org

