
Saturday is the Feast of St. Catherine of Siena (Happy Feast Day to our
Principal, Sister Catherine)! Catherine lived in Italy in the 14th Century and
was a great reformed of the Church through her prayer, charity and calling
others (including those "elected" as Pope) to reform. Learn more about this
holy woman, pray for our friends at St. Katherine Parish on Frankford
Avenue and be inspired by her words:
 
Eternal God, eternal Trinity,
You have made the Blood of Christ so precious
through His sharing in Your Divine nature.
You are a mystery as deep as the sea;
the more I search, the more I find,
and the more I find the more I search for You.
But I can never be satisfied;
what I receive will ever leave me desiring more.
When You fill my soul I have an ever-greater hunger,
and I grow more famished for Your light.
I desire above all to see You,
the true light, as you really are. Amen.

Watch a Weekly Update Video from Father Chris...

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=9


We have 803 Subscribers.
We need 1000 in order to do live videos

like Mass and Bible Study.
Please visit our Channel and SUBSCRIBE.

It costs nothing but will help many!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wqHhrZaKkB0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/@st.ceciliachurch-foxchase9419


Dear Friends,
     Our wonderful Next Generation Planning Team brought its work to
completion last Sunday with our setting priorities for the next few years at
St. Cecilia. Our Pastoral Plan will focus on (1) engagement of families with
young children, (2) the spiritual growth of parishioners, and (3) outreach
and service. In the next few weeks I will explain what each means. I will
begin with our first priority, Family Engagement.
     We are defining Family Engagement this way: The Scriptures teach
“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not
depart from it (Proverbs 22, 6). Family engagement at St. Cecilia means
that we will listen to the hopes and challenges of families with young
children.  Our staff and ministry leaders will build trust through meaningful
relationships and create opportunities for them to become invested in the
parish's prayer, service, and community experiences.
     Why are we choosing this as one of our priorities? St. John Paul II wrote
that, “The future of the world and of the Church passes through the family.”
 If our parish wants to have a positive impact in people’s lives it will happen
through the families to whom we proclaim the Good News, embolden as
believers, and inspire to deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. In addition,
66.7% of the families in zip code 19111 are not engaged in any Church and
11% of the people that are engaged in a Church are likely to become
unengaged within the next 10 years. So, we need to make this a priority!
     How will we do this? In the months to come I will assemble a group of
parishioners who will become known as the Family Engagement
Implementation Team. This team will set goals for the parish and work to
make the engagement of families with young children a priority for St.
Cecilia.
What do you think? Does this excite you? Want to get involved more and
maybe join the Team? Let me know, I will be sure to find a place as this is
going to be a “heavy lift” and we will need lots of hands!
                                                                              Father Chris

Have you joined us for Adoration on Mondays?
Jesus wants time with you.
Join us from Noon to 7pm.

Come for 10, 20 or 30 minutes. Maybe even an hour!



Look at Him. Let Him look at you.

The Sign of the Cross We begin the Mass by making the Sign of the Cross,
using the exact words that Jesus taught us (cf. Mt. 28:19) just before He
ascended into heaven.  By signing ourselves with the cross as we say, “In
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen,” we
call to mind two central truths of our faith: that God is a Trinity of persons,
and that our Savior Jesus Christ died for us on the Cross.  No other gesture
so clearly marks a person as a Roman Catholic than the Sign of the Cross.
Next, the celebrant says, “The Lord be with you,” and the people respond,
“And with your spirit.” Have you noticed that the more enthusiastic the
response by the congregation is (“And with your spirit!!!”), the better the
homily will be minutes later? Be engaged and be intentional from the first
moment of the Mass! This brief teaching is part of a series as we seek to
grow in understanding the Mass throughout the Year of the Eucharist.
Content is taken from Father Rocky at Relevant Radio.

For our young people who will receive the their First Holy
Communion on Saturday, May 6th. Lord, fill their hearts with your
love and draw their families ever closer to you!
For children who are victims of abuse and violence; may those who
hurt them be brought to justice and conversion, may they be brought
to safety and their memories healed.
Pope Francis' Intention for April: We pray for the spread of peace and
non-violence, be decreasing weapons used by governments and
individuals. 



For Baby Henry, a newborn and for his parents Kyle & MaryGrace -
bring healing and hope! Henry had a tough couple of weeks but is
improving - continue to storm heaven!
For Bishop Timothy Senior, an assistant Bishop in Philadelphia, who
is now the Bishop of Harrisburg. May his life and work be pleasing to
God
For the soul of Richard Uelli who will buried on Thursday, April 27th
at 10:30am
For college students taking exams and finishing the semester
For God to use our parish to draw many souls to Him and to salvation

COFFEE TALK: Our next gathering for coffee, cake and a
conversation about grieving a loved one will be on Saturday,
May 13th from 9am to 10:30am in the Parish Office. All are
welcome. Want to know more? Please call the Parish Office.
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month - please stay informed and
help protect our dear children
June is the Month of the Sacred Heart. One aspect of the devotion
is enshrining an image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in your home.
We will have an effort to do this at St. Cecilia. Learn more.
St. Helena School - Olney is celebrating their 100th Anniversary
and invites all alumni to a gathering on Saturday, May 20th (4pm to
8pm) at Canstatters. $40 includes beer, wine and food. Email Bill
Ivers for more information. 
THIS FRIDAY NIGHT: Father Chris has been active in supporting a
high school in rural Uganda, East Africa for many years. He is part of
a Bag Bingo fundraiser at Archbishop Wood HS on Friday, April 28th
to raise money. It will be a fun night for a great cause (and Father
Chris calls the games)!
We are grateful to those who have inquired about supporting our
school through the Tax Credit Scholarships (possible donations are
now in excess of $8,000). Want to learn more (if you are a business
owner or have a personal tax liability to the State of PA in excess of
$1,000), please contact Lisa Hnat in our School 
Fr. Chris and Fr. Lucas are available for CONFESSION on Monday
(6pm to 7pm); Wednesday (7am to 8am) and Saturday (4pm to
4:50pm). Please make use of this wonderful Sacrament in order to
grow as a Disciple of Jesus Christ. 
Did you read last Sunday's Church Bulletin? Be sure to take a minute
to keep up on the great things happening at St. Cecilia 

https://catholicphilly.com/2023/04/commentaries/a-trauma-informed-approach-to-child-abuse-prevention/
https://sacredheartrevival.com/#boxzilla-150
mailto:williamivers54@gmail.com
https://www.bridgetouganda.org/news-and-events
https://www.foundationfce.org/eitcostc
mailto:lisa.hnat@stceciliafc.org?
https://www.ourladymountcarmel.com/blog/understanding-confession#:~:text=In%20confession%2C%20the%20penitent%20makes,with%20God%20and%20the%20church.
https://www.stceciliafc.org/bulletins


Take time to enjoy the beauty and uniqueness of
creation...isn't God amazing? He thinks you are too!

Have you read a good book lately? Did you help you grow in faith? Our
parish would like to offer a variety of “Summer Book Clubs” where 6-8
people gather (on our campus or in your home) for 6-8 weeks reading the
same book and gathering each week to discuss what was read. Right now,
we need to gather people who are willing to be Group Leaders: you choose
the book, the dates-time-place of your meeting and then parishioners can
sign up to join you. Interested in being a Group Leader? PLEASE
COMPLETE THIS FORM. Once we have a sufficient number of Group
Leaders, we will publish our list of offerings and start sign-ups!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdG8FZWZ-ELhVLg9skkY98R6dccVP2FQA90GrR14NizvI13ZQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


School Music Concert at St. Cecilia School: International recording artist
Diego Salvetti, an amazing flamingo/ classical guitarist, will be performing
on May 15, at 7:00 pm at in our school auditorium alongside our young
musicians. There is a $20 donation, payable at the door the night of the
concert. All are welcome! Even if you do not have children, this is a concert
you will enjoy a great deal. If you need more of an incentive, our own Matt
McDonald will be on stage performing as well!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkTg9GJ9ebU


JOIN US THIS SATURDAY TO RUN-WALK-VOLUNTEER: On Saturday,
April 29th we will host our First St. Cecilia School Legacy Run to raise
money for scholarships. WE NEED VOLUNTEERS to make the day
possible. We need people of all ages to assist in the following roles: Set Up
and Clean Up (someone has to do it); Registration Table; Coordinators for
50 Yard Dash for Kids, Volunteers along the course to assist with directions
and cheer on the runners & Raffle Table Volunteers. Volunteers will attend a
planning meeting in mid-April and be present from 7am to 11am the day of
the event. Willing to serve like Jesus? Please contact Colleen Trahey to sign
up!

mailto:ctrahey@stceciliafc.com


BUY YOUR TICKETS HERE

https://scsfoxchase.org/phillies-tickets



