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STANDARDS: Grade 6 - Grade 8 
 

Standard 6.1- Social Studies Skills 
All students will utilize historical thinking, problem solving and research sills to maximize their understanding of civics, history, 
geography and economics. 
. 
Descriptive Statement: The purpose of this standard is to develop the requisite skills needed to fully appreciate, comprehend, and 
apply knowledge of the other five social studies standards: civics, world history, United States and New Jersey history, geography, and 
economics. These skills must be integrated across all five standards. Students must understand basic concepts such as time, location, 
distance, and relationships and must be able to apply these concepts to the study of people, places, events, and issues. These skills 
focus on the importance of historical research as well as the need to distinguish fact from fiction and to understand cause and effect. 
These skills should not be taught in isolation; rather, students must use these skills in the study of all social studies disciplines. 

 
Building upon the knowledge and skills gained in the previous grades, 

By the end of Grade 8 students will: 
 

6.1.8 A. Social Studies Skills 
1. Analyze how events are related over time. 
2. Use critical thinking skills to interpret events, recognize bias, point of view, and context. 

3. Assess the credibility of primary and secondary sources. 
4. Analyze data in order to see persons and events in context. 
5. Examine current issues, events, or themes and relate them to past events. 
6. Formulate questions based on information needs. 
7. Use effective strategies for locating information. 
8. Compare and contrast competing interpretations of current and historical events. 
9. Interpret events considering continuity and change, the role of chance, oversight and error, and 

changing interpretations by historians. 
10. Distinguish fact from fiction by comparing sources about figures and events with fictionalized 

characters and events. information in written, graphic, and oral formats. 
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Standard 6.2 – Civics 
All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American democracy and the rights, responsibilities and 
roles of a citizen in the nation and the world. 
. 
Descriptive Statement: The purpose of this standard is to prepare students to be informed, active, and responsible citizens in the 
American democratic republic. It is essential that students have an understanding of the historical foundations, underlying values, and 
principles upon which the American system of representative democracy is based. Before citizens can make informed, responsible 
decisions as voters, jurors, workers, consumers, and community 
residents, they must have an understanding and appreciation of the fundamental concepts, laws and documents which form the 
American heritage including the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the New Jersey State Constitution. 
Students must understand how a representative democracy works and the value of citizen participation in the nation, state and local 
communities. In addition, students must also be prepared to serve as global citizens; that is, students must be aware that the United 
States has a significant impact on the rest of the world, and conversely, the rest of the world impacts the United States. Technological 
advances bring the world to our doorstep. International education enables students to broaden their understanding of global issues that 
impact their life as Americans. The study of politics, government, and society should start in early elementary grades with the 
identification of the need for rules, laws, and structures for decision-making or governance, and proceed through upper elementary 
grades to identify key documents and ideas that express democratic principles. Intermediate students should examine the various 
forms of government, the functions of the various branches of our federal government, as well as local and state levels of government. 
They must understand the ongoing need to balance individual rights and public needs. High school students should build on their prior 
knowledge and skills by analyzing the scope of governmental power, the spectrum of political views, and how the United States 
functions in a global society. Students should be encouraged not only to learn about how government works but also to apply their 
knowledge and to use their critical thinking, listening, and speaking skills to better understand the value of citizen participation in a 
representative democracy. Five major topics are addressed in the indicators and are reflected in the following questions: 

1. What is government and what should it do? 
2. What are the basic values and principles of American democracy? 

How does the government established by the Constitution embody the     purposes, values, and principles 
3. of American democracy? 
4. What is the relationship of the United States to other nations and to world affairs? 
5. How can citizens and groups participate effectively in the democratic process? 

 
 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, 
by the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 
62.8A. Civic Life, Politics, and Government: 
1. Discuss the sources, purposes, and functions of law and the importance of the rule of law for the preservation of individual 
rights and the common good. 
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A. 2. Describe the underlying values and principles of democracy and distinguish these from authoritarian 
forms of government. 

3. Discuss the major characteristics of democratic governments. 
4. Describe the processes of local government. 
5. Discuss examples of domestic policies and agencies that impact American lives, including the 

Environmental Protection Agency (e.g., clean air and water), the Department of Labor (e.g., minimum 
wage) and the Internal Revenue Service (e.g., Social Security, income tax). 
6. Explain how non-governmental organizations influence legislation and policies at the federal, state, and 
local levels. 

6.2.8 B. American Values and Principles 
1. Analyze how certain values including individual rights, the common good, self-government, justice, equality and free inquiry are 

fundamental to American public life. 
2. Describe representative government and explain how it works to protect the majority and the minority. 
3. Describe the continuing struggle to bring all groups of Americans into the mainstream of society with the liberties and equality to 

which all are entitled, as exemplified by individuals such as Susan B. 
Anthony, Frederick Douglass, Nat Turner, Paul Robeson, and Cesar Chavez. 

6.2.8 C. The Constitution and American Democracy 
1. Discuss the major principles of the Constitution, including shared powers, checks and balances, separation of church and 

state, and federalism. 
2. Compare and contrast the purposes, organization, functions, and interactions of the legislative, executive and judicial 

branches of national, state, and local governments and independent regulatory agencies. 
3. Discuss the role of political parties in the American democratic system including candidates, campaigns, financing, primary 

elections, and voting systems. 
4. Discuss major historical and contemporary conflicts over United States constitutional principles, including judicial review 

in Marbury v. Madison, slavery in the Dred Scott Decision, separate but equal in Plessy v. Ferguson, and the rights of minorities 
in the Indian Removal Act. 

5. Discuss major historical and contemporary conflicts over New Jersey constitutional principles (e.g., the impact of the New 
Jersey School Law of 1881 which required integration in the state’s public schools, Hedgepeth and Williams v. Trenton Board of 
Education, the Mount Laurel Decision, Jackman v. Bodine, Abbott v. Burke). 

6. Research contemporary issues involving the constitutional rights of American citizens and other individuals residing in the 
United States, including voting rights, habeas corpus, rights of the accused, and the Patriot Act. 
 

6.2.8 D. Citizenship 
1. Discuss the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, including obeying laws, paying taxes, serving on juries, and voting 

in local, state, and national elections. 
2. Discuss how the rights of American citizens may be in conflict with each other (e.g., right to privacy vs. free press). 
3. Describe major conflicts that have arisen from diversity (e.g., land and suffrage for Native Americans, civil rights, women’s 

rights) and discuss how the conflicts have been addressed. 
4. Explain the benefits, costs, and conflicts of a diverse nation. 
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5. Discuss basic contemporary issues involving the personal, political, and economic rights of American citizens (e.g., dress 
codes, sexual harassment, fair trial, free press, minimum wage). 
 

6.2.8 E. International Education: Global Challenges, Cultures, and Connections 
1. Analyze ways in which nation-states interact with one another through trade, diplomacy, cultural exchanges, treaties or 

agreements, humanitarian aid, economic incentives and sanctions, and the use or threat of military force. 
2. Discuss factors that lead to a breakdown of order among nation-states (e.g., conflicts about national interests, ethnicity, and 

religion; competition for territory or resources; absence of effective means to enforce international law) and describe the 
consequences of the breakdown of order. 

3. Compare and contrast the powers the Constitution gives to Congress, the President, and the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and the federal judiciary regarding foreign affairs. 

4. Evaluate current United States foreign policy issues and strategies and their impact on the nation and the rest of the world. 
5. Discuss the purposes and functions of major international organizations (e.g., United Nations, World 

Health Organization, International Red Cross, Amnesty International) and the role of the United States 
within each. 

6. Describe how one’s heritage includes personal history and experiences, culture, customs, and family background. 
7. Analyze how the life, culture, economics, politics, and the media of the United States impact the rest 
of the world. 
8. Discuss how global challenges are interrelated, complex, and changing and that even local issues may 
have a global dimension (e.g., environmental issues, transportation). 
9. Discuss how cultures may change and that individuals may identify with more than one culture. 
10. Engage in activities that foster understanding of various cultures (e.g., clubs, dance groups, sports, 
travel, community celebrations). 
11. Discuss the impact of the Internet and technology on global communication. 
12. Discuss the impact of stereotyping on relationships, achievement, and life goals. 
13. Analyze how prejudice and discrimination may lead to genocide as well as other acts of hatred and 
violence for the purposes of subjugation and exploitation. 

 
6.3 - World History 
All students will demonstrate knowledge of world history in order to understand life and events in the past and how they relate to the 
present and the future. 
The standards do not outline specific world history content and skills for students in grades K-4. Students in grades K-4 need 
to develop the social studies skills outlined in Standards 6.1 in order to understand the complex information presented in grades 5-8. 
Standard 6.2: Civics and Standard 6.4: United States and New Jersey History provide a foundation for the study of home, family, 
community, culture, international education, and global issues. In addition, as elementary students begin the study of a world language, 
they will learn about the history and culture of countries where the target language is spoken. Finally, the visual and performing arts 
standards require that students study works of art from various historical periods and diverse cultures. Thus, K-4 students will have 
multiple opportunities to study world history from different perspectives through a more integrated approach. 

The Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPIs) are grouped primarily in two grade clusters, grades 5 to 8 and grades 9 to 12. 
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In order to study the periods of history in more depth, students in grades five through eight study the first four 
periods, from the development of human civilization in prehistory to the beginning of the post-medieval world. 

Students in grades 9 through 12 study the last five periods from global encounters to the contemporary world. 
Throughout the teaching of history, teachers are encouraged to connect events being studied to similar occurrences 
at different times in history and to current events. Teachers should endeavor to address the following critical 
questions of historical study: 

1. Are there general lessons to be learned from history? 
2. How and why do societies change? 
3. What is civilization and how has it been defined? Why do civilizations decline and perish? 
4. Why is there political and social conflict? 
5. How does religion influence the development of individual societies as well as global processes? 
6. Are individuals as important as underlying structures in explaining change? 
7. How have social institutions and groups failed to function in a positive way when people have behaved in cruel or 

inhumane ways? 
8. How have people worked to combat instances of prejudice, cruelty, and discrimination? 

 
The history topics listed for each of the eight eras of world history are organized around the following 
geographic areas:   Eastern Europe, Western Europe, East Asia, Africa, the Middle East, North America, and 
Latin/Mesoamerica. 
They are grouped around the following topics: 

1. . Study of a particular civilization; 
2.  Specific structures within the civilization (political, social, economic); 
3. . Comparative civilizations/societies; 
4. . Connections among civilizations; 
5. . Global processes such as trade, conflict, and demographic change; 
6. . World religions; and 
7. . Humanities: arts, sciences, and culture. 
 

Students need to learn critical and historical thinking as they study history and cultures, the role of geography and 
the development of social, economic and political structures throughout the world at various times. There should also 
be a balanced look at some of the political, social, cultural and technological changes that occurred in Europe, Africa, 
the Middle East and Asia and the Americas from earliest times to the present. Students should trace the evolution 
of selected important ideas, beliefs, practices, and technologies as they shaped major developments. 
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Building upon knowledge and skills gained in the preceding grades, 
by the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 
6.3.8 A. The Birth of Civilization to 1000 BCE 
1. Describe the physical and cultural changes that shaped the earliest human communities as revealed through scientific methods, 

including: 
1. . Early hominid development, including the development of language and writing; 
2. . Migration and adaptation to new environments; 
3. . Differences between wild and domestic plants and animals; 
4. . Locations of agricultural settlements; and 
5. . Differences between hunter/gatherer, fishing, and agrarian communities. 

2. Describe how environmental conditions impacted the development of different human communities (e.g.  population centers, impact 
of the last Ice Age). 

3. Compare and contrast the economic, political, and environmental factors (e.g., climate, trade, geography) that led to the 
development of major ancient civilizations including Mesopotamia (e.g., Hammurabi’s Code), Egypt, the Indus Valley, the Yellow 
River, and Kush (Nubia). 

 
6.3.8 B. Early Human Societies to 500CE 
1. Explain the historical context, origins, beliefs, and moral teachings of the major world religions and philosophies, including: 

1. . The origins of Judaism and Christianity and the emergence of the Judeo-Christian tradition; 
2. . The influence of Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism on the formation of Chinese civilization; 
3. . Hinduism, the Aryan migrations, and the caste system in India; and 
4. . The influence of Buddhism in India. 

2. Describe the political framework of Athenian society and its influence on modern society, including: 
1. . The influence of Athenian political ideals on public life; 
2. . The importance of participatory government; 
3. . The role of women in Athenian society, their rights under law, and possible reasons why democracy 

   was limited to males; and 
4. . Athenian ideas and practices related to political freedom, national security, and justice. 

3. Describe the social and political characteristics of the Greek city-states, including: 
1. . Similarities and differences between Athenian democracy and Spartan military aristocracy; 
2. . Location and political structure of the city-states; 
3. . Hierarchical relationships in Greek societies; and 
4. . Civic, economic, and social tasks performed by men and women of different classes. 

4. Describe the significant contributions of ancient Greece to Western Civilization, including: 
1. . Characteristics of Classic Greek art and architecture and how they are reflected in modern art and 
2. architecture; 
3. . Socrates’ values and ideas; 
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4. . Philosophy, including Plato and Aristotle; 
5. . Greek Drama, including Sophocles and Euripides; 
6. . History, including Herodotus, Xenophon, and Thucydides; and 
7. . Greek mythology. 

5. Discuss the cultural influences of Greece, Egypt, Persia, and India on Mediterranean cultures through assimilation, conquest, 
migration, and trade. 

6. Discuss the origins and social framework of Roman society, including: 
1. . The geographic location of various ethnic groups on the Italian peninsula and their influence on 
   early Roman society; 
2. . The legends of the founding of Rome and how they reflect the beliefs and values of its citizens; 
3. and  daily life in Rome and Pompeii 

7. Describe the political and social framework of Roman society, including: 
1. . Political and social institutions of the Roman Republic and reasons for its transformation from 
2. Republic to Empire 
3. . The influence of key Roman leaders. 

8. Analyze how shifts in the political framework of Roman society impacted the expansion of the empire and how this expansion 
transformed Roman society, economy, and culture 

. 
9. Discuss the political events that may have contributed to the decline of the Roman Empire, including internal divisions, significant 

battles, invasions, and political changes. 
10. Describe the development of the Mayan civilization from agricultural community to an urban civilization, including the influence of 

the environment on agricultural methods, water utilization, and herding methods. 
11. Describe the significant features of Mayan civilization, including the locations of Mayan city-states, road systems and sea routes, 

the role and status of elite men and women in Mayan society and their portrayal in Mayan architecture, the role of religion and 
ceremonial games in Mayan culture, and the structure and purpose of the Mayan pyramids. 

 
6.3.8 C. Expanding Zones of Exchange and Interaction to 1400 CE 
1. Discuss how Western civilization arose from a synthesis of Christianity and classical Greco-Roman civilization with the cultures of 

northern European peoples. 
2. Discuss the spread of Islam in Southwest Asia, the Mediterranean region, and Northern Africa and the influence of Islamic ideas 

and practices on other cultures and social behavior, including: 
1. . The origin and development of Islamic law; 
2. . The significance of the Quran and the Five Pillars of Islam; 
3. . The diverse religious, cultural, and geographic factors that influenced the ability of the Muslim 
government to rule; 
4. . The split into Sunni and Shi’ite factions 
5. . The importance of Muslim civilization in mediating long-distance commercial, cultural, intellectual, 
6. and food crop exchange across Eurasia and parts of Africa. 

3. Discuss the significance of the developing cultures of Asia, including the Golden Age in China and spread of Chinese civilization 
to Japan, Korea, and Southeast Asia and the rise of the Mongol Empire and its impact on the Kievan Rus. 
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4. Analyze the rise of the West African Empires of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay and compare with changes in Asia, Europe, and the 
Americas. 

5. Analyze the relationships between Mesoamerican and Andean societies, including: 
1. . The growth of urban societies and urban planning; 
2. . Religions and rituals; 
3. . Governing structure and economy; 
4. . The construction of the Mesoamerican calendar; and 
5. . Similarities in agriculture, societal structures, and artisan crafts. 

6. Explain the medieval origins of constitutional government in England (e.g., Edward I, Magna Carta, Model Parliament of 1295, 
Common Law). 

7. Discuss the evolution of significant political, economic, social and cultural institutions and events that shaped European medieval 
society, including Catholic and Byzantine churches, feudalism and manorialism, the Crusades, the rise of cities, and changing 
technology. 

 
6.3.8 D. The Age of Global Encounters (1400-1750) 
 

1. Discuss factors that contributed to oceanic travel and exploration in the 15th and 16th centuries, including 
1. technological innovations in ship building, navigation, naval warfare, navigational inventions such as the 
compass and the impact of wind currents on the major trade routes. 

2. Describe the significant contributions of the Renaissance and Reformation to European society, including major achievements in 
literature, music, painting, sculpture, and architecture. 

 
 
3. Compare the social and political elements of Incan and Aztec societies, including the major aspects of 
government, the role of religion, daily life, economy, and social organization. 
 

 
6.4 - United States and New Jersey History 
 
All students will demonstrate knowledge of the United States and New Jersey history in order to understand life and events in the past 
and how to understand life and events in the past and how they relate to the present and future. 
Descriptive statement: This standard introduces students in grades K-4 to the history of the United States and New Jersey through 
the study of family and community life. Through this study, students also become aware of many cultural traditions and heritages that 
contribute to the diversity of this country. As a foundation for further study in grades 5-8, students learn about important issues and 
personalities that have influenced the history of the state and the nation. 
Within the grades 5-12 cluster, students study the following ten periods in New Jersey and 
American history: 

1. .Many Worlds Meet (to 1620); 
2. . Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763); 
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3. . Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820); 
4. . Expansion and Reform (1801-1861); 
5. . Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877); 
6. . The Industrial Revolution (1870-1900); 
7. . The Emergence of Modern America (1890-1930) 
8. . The Great Depression and World War II (1929-1945); 
9. . Postwar Years (1945-1970); and 
10. . Contemporary America (1968-present). 

 
Within the ten broad eras, the indicators cover the political, social, cultural, diplomatic, 
scientific/technological, and 
military aspects of United States history. Throughout the teaching of these periods, teachers are encouraged to 
connect events being studied to similar occurrences at different times in history and to current events. In addition, 
the study of New Jersey history provides an excellent laboratory for teaching major themes in American history. New 
Jersey history, and the many historical sites located throughout the state, provides close-at-hand, immediate examples 
that make American history real to students. 
 

Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, 
by the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 
6.4.8 A. Family and Community Life 
Reinforce indicators from previous grade levels. 
6.4.8 B. State and Nation 
Reinforce indicators from previous grade levels. 
6.4.8 C. Many Worlds Meet (to 1620) 
1. Discuss factors that stimulated European overseas explorations between the 15th and 17th centuries and the impact of that 

exploration on the modern world. 
2. Trace the major land and water routes of the explorers. 
3. Compare the political, social, economic, and religious systems of Africans, Europeans, and Native Americans who 

converged in the western hemisphere after 1492 (e.g., civic values, population levels, family structure, communication, use of 
natural resources). 

4. Discuss the characteristics of the Spanish and Portuguese exploration and conquest of the Americas, including Spanish 
interaction with the Incan and Aztec empires, expeditions in the American Southwest and the social composition of early settlers and 
their motives for exploration and conquest. 

5. Describe the migration of the ancestors of the Lenape Indians and their culture at the time of first contact with Europeans. 
6. Compare and contrast historic Native American groups of the West, Southwest, Northwest, Arctic and sub-Arctic, Great Plains, and 

Eastern Woodland regions at the beginning of European exploration. 
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7. Analyze the cultures and interactions of peoples in the Americas, Western Europe, and Africa after 1450 including the transatlantic 
slave trade. 



8. Discuss how millions of Africans, brought against their will from Central Africa to the Americas, including Brazil, Caribbean 
nations, North America and other destinations, retained their humanity, their families, and their cultures during enslavement. 

 
 
6.4.8 D. Colonization and Settlement (1585-1763) 
1. Analyze the political, social, and cultural characteristics of the English colonies. 
2. Describe the political, religious, social, and economic institutions that emerged in Colonial America, including New Netherland and 

colonial New Jersey. 
3. Explain the differences in colonization of the Americas by England, the Netherlands, France, and Spain, including governance, 

relation to the mother countries, and interactions with other colonies and Native Americans. 
4. Examine the interactions between Native Americans and European settlers, such as agriculture, trade, cultural exchanges, and 

military alliances and conflicts. 
5. Describe Native American resistance to colonization, including the Cherokee War against the English, the French and Indian 

War, and King George’s War. 
6. Identify factors that account for the establishment of African slavery in the Americas. 
 
7.Discuss Spanish exploration, settlement, and missions in the American Southwest. 
6.4.8 E. Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820) 
1. Discuss the background and major issues of the American Revolution, including the political and economic causes and 

consequences of the revolution. 
2. Discuss the major events (e.g. Boston Tea Party, Battle of Trenton) and personalities (e.g., George Washington, John Adams, 

John Witherspoon, William Franklin, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson) of the American Revolution. 
3. Identify major British and American leaders and describe their roles in key events, such as the First and Second Continental 

Congresses, drafting and approving the Declaration of Independence (1776), the publication of “Common Sense,” and major battles 
of the  

4. Explain New Jersey’s critical role in the American Revolution, including major battles, the involvement of women and African 
Americans, and the origins of the movement to abolish slavery. 

5. Discuss the political and philosophical origins of the United States Constitution and its implementation in the 1790s. 
6..Describe and map American territorial expansions and the settlement of the frontier during this period. 
7. Analyze the causes and consequences of continuing conflict between Native American tribes and colonists (e.g., Tecumseh’s 

rebellion). 
8. Discuss the background and major issues of the War of 1812 (e.g., sectional issues, role of Native Americans). 

 
6.4.8 F. Expansion and Reform (1801-1861) 
1. Describe the political, economic, and social changes in New Jersey and American society preceding the Civil War, including 

the early stages of industrialization, the growth of cities, and the political, legal, and social controversies surrounding the expansion 
of slavery. 

2. Discuss American cultural, religious, and social reform movements in the antebellum period (e.g., abolitionists, the Second Great 
Awakening, the origins of the labor and women’s movements). 
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3. Explain the concept of the Manifest Destiny and its relationship to the westward movement of settlers and territorial expansion, 
including the purchase of Florida (1819), the annexation of Texas (1845), the acquisition of the Oregon Territory (1846), and 
territorial acquisition resulting from the Mexican War (1846-1848). 

4. Explain the characteristics of political and social reform movements in the antebellum period in New Jersey, including the 1844 
State Constitution, the temperance movement, the abolition movement, and the women’s rights movement. 

5. Explain the importance of internal improvements on the transformation of New Jersey’s economy through New Jersey’s two 
canals and the Camden and Amboy Railroad. 

6. Discuss the economic history of New Jersey, including growth of major industries and businesses, the lives of factory workers, 
and occupations of working people. 

7. Compare political interests and views regarding the War of 1812 (e.g., US responses to shipping harassment, interests of Native 
Americans and white settlers in the Northwest Territory). 

8. Discuss sectional compromises associated with westward expansion of slavery, such as the Missouri Compromise (1820) and 
the continued resistance to slavery by African Americans (e.g., Amistad Revolt). 

9. Describe and map the continuing territorial expansion and settlement of the frontier, including the acquisition of new territories 
and conflicts with Native Americans, the Louisiana Purchase, the Lewis and Clark expedition, and the California gold rush. 

10. Explain how state and federal policies influenced various Native American tribes (e.g., homeland vs.  resettlement, Black Hawk 
War, Trail of Tears). 

11. Understand the institution of slavery in the United States, resistance to it, and New Jersey’s role in the 
Underground Railroad. 
6.4.8 G. Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877) 
1. Explain the major events, issues, and personalities of the American Civil War including: 

1. . The causes of the Civil War (e.g., slavery, states’ rights); 
2. . The course and conduct of the war (e.g., Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg); 
3. . Sectionalism; 
4. . The Dred Scott and other Supreme Court decisions; 
5. . The role of women; 
6. . The role of African Americans; 
7. . The Gettysburg Address; 
8. . The Emancipation Proclamation; and 
9.   June tenth Independence Day. 

2. Analyze different points of view in regard to New Jersey’s role in the Civil War, including abolitionist sentiment in New Jersey and 
New Jersey’s vote in the elections of 1860 and 1864. 

3. Explain Reconstruction as a government action, how it worked, and its effects after the war. 
 

4.Discuss the impact of retaliatory state laws and general Southern resistance to Reconstruction. 
5. Discuss the Dawes Act of 1887, how it attempted to assimilate Native Americans by converting tribal l ands to individual 

ownership, and its impact on Native Americans. 
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STANDARD 6.5 – Economics 
All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles. 
. 
Descriptive Statement: Economics is the study of human behavior in relation to scarce resources. It is also about responsible 
citizenship. Effective economic decisions within the roles of consumer, producer, saver, and investor are more likely to be made if 
students understand economic concepts and their applications. The understanding of economic principles, concepts, and analytical 
tools is also essential for career development and financial success in the 21st century. Our students live in a world of increasing global 
interdependence. Students also need to understand that the economic decisions of institutions, governments, and individuals can have 
immediate and far-reaching impacts. Another goal of this standard is to provide students with the necessary economic 
knowledge and skills for a full understanding of political, social, and historical events. These events are often incompletely or 
inadequately understood without a firm grasp of their economic components. For example, no modern election is without economic 
aspects and, in fact, economic issues have dominated many recent elections. Therefore, it is essential that New Jersey’s schools 
provide all students with a strong foundation in the social science of economics. 
This standard addresses two strands across grades K-12: 

B. Economic Literacy 
C. Economics and Society 

 
Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 8, students will: 
 

6.5.8 A. Economic Literacy 
1. Discuss how needs and wants change as one ages and the impact of planning, spending and saving. 
2. Explain the law of supply and demand. 
3. Compare ways to save money, including checking and savings accounts, stocks and bonds, and the 

relationship between risk and return in investments. 

4. Describe the role credit plays in the economy and explain the difference in cost between cash and credit 
purchases. 

5. Discuss the economic growth of a nation in terms of increasing productivity, investment in physical capital, and investment in 
human capital. 

6. Describe how private industry acquires material and energy resources, provides jobs, raises financial capital, manages production 
processes, and markets goods and services that create wealth in order to meet consumer and industrial requirements. 

7. Discuss how innovation, entrepreneurship, competition, customer satisfaction, and continuous improvement in 
productivity are responsible for the rise in the standard of living in the United States and other countries with market economies. 

8. Compare and contrast the characteristics of the three basic economic systems: traditional or barter and 
trade, market capitalism, and command (e.g., communism). 
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9. Explain what taxes are, how they are collected, and how tax dollars are used by local, state, and national governments to provide 
goods and services. 

 
6.5.8 B. Economics and Society 
1. Discuss how meeting the needs and wants of a growing world population impacts the environment and economic growth. 
2. Describe the many ways federal, state, and local governments raise funds to meet the need for public facilities and government 

services. 
3. Discuss how societies have been affected by industrialization and by different political and economic philosophies. 
4. Describe how inventions and innovations have improved standards of living over the course of history. 
5. Compare and contrast various careers, examining educational requirements and costs, salary and benefits, longevity, impact on 

society and the economy, and demand. 
6. Analyze and give examples of how business and industry influence the buying decisions of consumers through advertising. 
7. Discuss the need for ethical behavior in economic decisions and financial transactions. 
 

STANDARD 6.6 – Geography 
All students will apply understanding knowledge of spatial relationships and other geographic skills to understand human behavior in 
relation to physical and cultural environment. 
. 
Descriptive Statement: The study of geography is based on the principle that thinking in and understanding spatial terms will enable 
students to understand the many relationships of place, people, and environments. By taking an active, questioning approach to the 
world around them, students learn to devise their own mental worldview. As students engage in critical thinking to interpret patterns in 
the evolution of significant historic events and the movement of human populations on the Earth’s surface, their understanding of 
geography, history, economics, and civics deepens. Furthermore, the use of geographic tools and technology assists students to 
understand the reasons for, and the economic, political and social consequences of, human impact on the environment in different 
areas of the world. 

D. This section is organized around five strands adapted from the National Geography Standards. 
A. The World in Spatial Terms 
B. Places and Regions 
C. Physical Systems 
D. Human Systems 
E. Environment and Society 
. 
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Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, 
by the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 
6.6.8 A. The World in Spatial Terms 
1. Distinguish among the distinct characteristics of maps, globes, graphs, charts, diagrams, and other 

geographical representations, and the utility of each in solving problems. 
2. Translate maps into appropriate spatial graphics to display geographical information. 
3. Explain the spatial concepts of relative and absolute location and distance. 
4. Estimate distances between two places on a map using a scale of miles, and use cardinal and intermediate directions when 

referring to a relative location. 
5. Use geographic tools and technologies to pose and answer questions about spatial distributions and patterns on Earth. 
6. Distinguish among the major map types, including physical, political, topographic, and demographic 
. 
7. Explain the distribution of major human and physical features at country and global scales. 
8. Use thematic maps to describe places (e.g., patterns of population, diseases, rainfall). 
9. Describe and distinguish among the various map projections, including size, shape, distance, and direction. 
10. Describe location technologies, such as Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and Global Positioning 

Systems (GPS). 
11. Describe the significance of the major cities of New Jersey, the United States, and the world. 
 
6.6.8 B. Places and Regions 
1. Compare and contrast the physical and human characteristics of places in regions in New Jersey, the 

United States, and the world. 

2. Describe how regions change over time. 
3. Compare the natural characteristics used to define a region. 
4. Explain how regional systems are interconnected (e.g., watersheds, trade, transportation systems). 
5. Discuss how the geography of New Jersey impacts transportation, industry, and community development. 
6. Discuss the similarities and differences among rural, suburban, and urban communities. 
7. Describe the types of regions and the influence and effects of region labels including: 

1. . Formal regions: school districts, states; 
2. . Functional regions: marketing area of a newspaper, fan base of a sport team; and 
3. . Perceptual regions: the Bible Belt, the Riviera in southern France. 
 

6.6.8 C. Physical Systems 
1. Describe the characteristics and spatial distribution of major Earth ecosystems. 
2. Discuss how ecosystems function locally and globally. 
3. Predict effects of physical processes and changes on the Earth. 
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4. Discuss how the community and its environment function as an ecosystem. 
5. Describe how the physical environment affects life in different regions (e.g., population density, architecture, transportation 

systems, industry, building materials, land use, recreation). 
 
6.6.8 D. Human Systems 
1. Discuss how technology affects the ways in which people perceive and use places and regions. 
2. Analyze demographic characteristics to explain reasons for variations between populations. 
3. Compare and contrast the primary geographic causes for world trade. 
4. Analyze the patterns of settlement in different urban regions of the world. 
5. Discuss how and why people cooperate, but also engage in conflict, to control the Earth’s surface. 
6. Compare the patterns and processes of past and present human migration. 
7. Explain and identify examples of global interdependence. 
8. Describe how physical and human characteristics of regions change over time. 
 
6.6.8 E. Environment and Society 
1. Discuss the environmental impacts or intended and unintended consequences of major technological changes (e.g., autos and 

fossil fuels, nuclear power and nuclear waste). 
2. Analyze the impact of various human activities and social policies on the natural environment and describe how humans have 

attempted to solve environmental problems through adaptation and 
modification. 

3. Compare and contrast conservation practices and alternatives for energy resources. 
4. Compare and contrast various ecosystems and describe their interrelationship and interdependence. 
5. Describe world, national, and local patterns of resource distribution and utilization, and discuss the 

political and social impact 
6. Analyze the importance of natural and manufactured resources in New Jersey. 
7. Delineate and evaluate the issues involved with sprawl, open space, and smart growth in New Jersey. 
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Social Studies  
Mission: Social Studies education provides learners with the knowledge, skills and attitudes they need to be active, informed citizens and 

contributing members of local, state and world communities. 
 

Standard 6.1 Social Studies Skills  
All students will utilize historical thinking, problem solving, and research skills to maximize their understanding of civics, history, geography and 
economics.  
Big Idea: The development of social studies skills enables learners to apply the concept of time, location, distance, relationships and points of 
view to the study of contemporary and past peoples, places, issues and events.  

Essential Questions  Enduring Understandings  
 
� Whose point of view matters?  

 
 

� How do you locate legitimate sources?  
 
 

� How are present events related to past events?  
 

 
� There are varying perspectives on the meaning of historical events.  

 
� There are credible and questionable sources of information about historical 

and contemporary events.  
 

� Historians establish justifiable timelines to connect significant events.  
 

 
Standard 6.2 Civics 

All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American democracy and the rights, responsibilities and roles of 
a citizen in the nation and the world.  
Big Idea: An understanding of the historical foundations and underlying values and principles of American democracy prepares learners to 
make informed, responsible decisions as citizens and to value participation as citizens of the nation and the world.  

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 
Strand A. Civic Life, Politics and Government  
 
� What is government and what can it do?  
 
� Why do rules, laws and government not always 

preserve individual rights and the common good? What 
can be done about it?  

 

� Societies require rules, laws and government.  
 
� Governments can change based on the needs of people, their society and their 

culture.  
 
� Citizens can influence government in many ways if they choose to participate.  
 

� Civics 6.2 
Strand B. American Values and Principles  
� How have the basic values and principles of 

American democracy changed and in what ways 
have they been preserved?  

 
� Our government was founded on the principles of fairness, equality and respect 

for diversity.  
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Strand C. The Constitution and American Democracy  
 
� How does the government established by the 

Constitution embody the purposes, values and 
principles of the American dream?  

 
� How can a government decision be based on a 

Constitution that does not explicitly state the answer?  
 
� Why have the roles and responsibilities of U.S. citizens 

changed?  
 

 
 
� The Constitution is a living document that helps in defining the roles and 

responsibilities of government and of citizens.  
 

 
Strand D. Citizenship  
 
� How can citizens and groups participate effectively in 

the democratic process?  
 
 
� Can the rights of American citizens ever cause conflict 

among them?  
 

 
 
� Citizenship is a lifelong endeavor.  
 
� It is the responsibility of citizens to actively participate in government; 

otherwise, the country is run by a few for the few.  
 
� Protecting the common good may require sacrificing individual rights. 

Maintaining that fragile balance is the collective role of all citizens.  
 

Civics 6.2 
Strand E. International Education: Global Challenges, 
Cultures and Connections  
 
� What is the formal and informal relationship of the 

United States to other nations?  
 
� What social, political, and economic opportunities and 

problems arise when cultures interact?  
 
� How do we affirm individual and group identities and at 

the same time learn to respect and appreciate the 
identities of others?  

 
 
 

 
 
� Nations interact with each each through trade, treaties and use of force.  
 
 
� The earth is a global community where the actions of one country can affect 

lives in other countries.  
 
� The U.S. view of global issues and challenges may not be the same as the 

views held by other countries and cultures.  
 

 
18 



Standard 6.3 World History 
All students will demonstrate knowledge of World History in order to understand life and events in the past and how they relate to the present 
and the future.  
Big Idea: World history prepares students to become informed global citizens able to interact with people from other cultures and understand 
their perspectives by learning and thinking critically about contemporary and past societies.  

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 
Strands A –H:  
 
� Are there general lessons to be learned from history?  
 
� What causes societies to change over time?  
 
� How have technology and changing demographics 

impacted 21st century societies?  
 
� Why is there political and social conflict?  
 
 
� How much influence do individuals have in changing 

history?  
 
� How have individuals and groups worked to combat 

instances of prejudice, cruelty and discrimination?  
 

 
 
� The past influences the present and the future.  
 
 
� Societies are impacted by both internal and external factors.  
 
 
� Conflict is inherent in the nature of human organization.  
 
� Not all conflicts can be resolved.  
 
� Not all social problems can be solved.  
 
� Individuals have the power to make positive changes in society.  
 

Standard 6.4 United States/New Jersey History
 

Students will demonstrate knowledge of United States and New Jersey history in order to understand life and events in the past and how they 
relate to the present and future.  
Big Idea: The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between past and present and to 
view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both thinking and action.  

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 
Strand A. Family and Community Life  
� How have my family’s heritage and traditions influenced 

my current family life?  
� How am I connected to the past?  
� Why can traditions sometimes not be maintained?  
� What impact has New Jersey made on American 

history?  

 
 
� Many cultural traditions and heritages contribute to our state’s and nation’s 

diversity.  
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Strands B-L:  
 
� As a nation of immigrants, how should immigration best 

be regulated?  
 
� Is it likely that the United States will remain world 

superpower in the 21st century? Why or why not?  
 
� How can a society as diverse as the United States ever 

fairly balance majority rule with minority rights?  
 
� Why does racial prejudice still exist?  
 
� Are we ethically responsible for resolving global 

problems?  
 
� Is America a land of opportunity? 

 
 
� The United States is a nation of immigrants.  
 
 
� Natural resources, hard work and innovation have shaped America.  
 
 
� Individual and group efforts have shaped the civil rights struggle in America.  
 
 
� Wealthy nations have a responsibility to aid other countries  
 
� The American dream promotes the idea that anyone can achieve their goals 

with appropriate effort.  
 

Standard 6.5 Economics 
All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles.  
Big Idea: The study of economics fosters an understanding of the management of resources in the global, public and private sectors and in 
individual decision making.  

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 
Strand A. Economic Literacy  
 
� How is price determined?  
 

 
 
� Supply and demand is a basic economic principle in a capitalist society.  
 

Strand B. Economic and Society  
 
� How much can business be regulated in a democratic 

government?  
 
� Why is the United States economically prosperous?  
 
� Are there limits to government activity in the economy?  
 
� How “free” should national and international trade be?  
 

 
 
� Regulation of business works better in a democracy than a dictatorship.  
 
� The rise of the standard of living in the United States is determined by a variety 

of factors.  
 
� Tax dollars are used by local, state, and national governments to provide goods 

and services.  
 
� Protecting homemade products can cause retaliation by other countries.  
 

 

 
20 



Standard 6.6 Geography 
All students will apply understanding of knowledge of spatial relationships and other geographic skills to understand human behavior in 
relation to the physical and cultural environment.  
Big Idea: Knowledge of geography and application of geographic skills enables students to understand relationships between people, their 
behavior, places and the environment for problem solving and historical understanding.  

Essential Questions  Enduring Understandings  
Strand A. The World in Spatial Terms  
 
� How do geographic tools and technologies pose and 

answer questions about spatial distributions and 
patterns on Earth?  

 

 
 
� Technological tools such as GIS, GPS and the Internet assist with solving 

problems related to understanding location, distance and direction.  
 

 
Standard 6.6  Geography 
 
Strand B. Place and Regions  
 
� How does human migration affect a region?  
 

 
 
� Both the physical characteristics and human inhabitants of regions change over 

time.  
 
� Regional geographic differences can result in social, economic and political 

differences.  
 

Strand C. Physical Systems  
 
� Is geography destiny?  
 
� How do natural resources affect the course of history?  
 

 
 
� Where we live influences how we live.  
 
� Natural resources determine a nation’s wealth.  
 

Strand E. Environment and Society  
 
� What are the potential limits of technology?  
 
� How do human activity and environment affect each 

other?  
 
� How big a threat is global warming?  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
� Innovations in technology have resulted in an interconnected world.  
 
� Technological changes impact the  
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Social Studies Skills:  6.1 
*Social Studies Skills need to be used throughout the study of the units and across the curriculum. 

Reading Skills Writing Skills Speaking Skills Maps and Globe 
Skills 

Charts and 
Graphs 

Data and 
Diagrams 

□ Make generalizations 
based on multiple 
sources of 
information 

□ Read Primary and 
Secondary Sources 

□  Draw Conclusions
□ Read Biographies 
□ Main Idea and D

 Venn Diagram:  
etails 

□
 

, 
e; 1st, 

st 

□ ks 
□ Predictions 
□ Vocabulary Word 

Walls    for social 

 

I 

□
on 

s 

□

 electronic 
ort 

: 

Speech 

□

given topic 

city 

0 

orld 

Map 

 Latitude 
 Longitude 
 Prime Meridian 

 

ph 
arts 

□

organize 
information 

Compare and 
oncontrast Informati

□ Classify/Categorize 
□ Cause and Effect 
□ Sequence:  Past

Present, Futur
2nd, 3rd;  

□ First, Next, La
□ Recite poems 
□ Read illustrations 

 Picture Wal

studies 
 

 
 

□ Take Notes using 
note cards:  One 
main idea with two 
or three supporting 
details per card 

 
□ Make an outline  

□ Topic 
□ 

□ A. 
□ B. 
□ C. 

□ II 
 Use the software 
program Inspirati
to help with 
learning outline
skills 
 Topic Books – 
final project 
presented using 
technology tools 

□ Friendly Letter 
□ Letter to the Editor 
□ Pen Pals –
□ Write a news rep

using the 5 Words
en, Who, what, wh

where, why 

□ Retell stories 
□ Choral Reading 
□ Dramatize historical 

events 
□ Poem Recitation 
□ Opinion 
□ Describe 

photographs 
 Two minute oral 
presentation on a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

□ Map title  
□ Map keys 
□ Map ledged 
□  maps Picture
□ Map of 

neighborhood 
□ Map of town/
□ Map of State 
□ Map of the 5

States 
 □ Map of North 
America 

□ Map of the W
□ History Map 
□ Political Map 
□ Map Locator 

 □ Landform 
□ Hemispheres 
□
□
□
 
 
 
 
 
 

□ Picture 
graphs 

□ Bar graphs
□ Flow chart 
□ Pie Chart 
□ Line Gra
□ KWL Ch

 Create a 
Chart  - 

□  Read
temperatures 
–Fahrenheit, 
Celsius 

□ Two level 
Timelines 

□ Diagrams 
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Reading Skills Writing Skills Speaking Skills Maps and Globe 
Skills 

Charts and 
Graphs 

Data and 
Diagrams 

□ Internet Child friendly 
rials, 

□ tlas 
c 

lopedia 
 Almanac 
□ Gazetteer* 

*Geographical 
dictionary 

□ Glossary 
□ Index 

□ ssary 

tical order 
 

ational 

□

paragraphs 
□ Journal Writing 
□ diary Writing 
□ Write questions for 

interviews 
□ Write questions for 

surveys 
□ Create a travel 

journal 

  

 

 
n M p

on 

□ Population Map 
□ Scale and 

Distance Maps 
□ Small scale 

maps 

sites – mate
activities 
 Electronic A
□ Electroni

Encyc
□

Personal glo
Picture Book – 
alphabe

□ Shared Writing
□ Write six sentences 

paragraphs 
□ Write inform

reports 
□ Write narrative 

accounts 
 Write persuasive 
letters 

□ Write descriptive  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

□ North Pole
□ South Pole 
□ Equator 
□ Elevation Map
□ Inset Map 
□ Time Zone Map
□ Precipitatio a
□  Climate Map
□ Transportati

Map 
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Unit One:  Geography of t of the United States

 V  

he Regions 
 

 

OUTCOMES OCABULARY RESOURCES
Regions: 

 □
Explain the difference between a state and a 

□

□ Explain what it means for regions to be 

e differences in landforms across the 

 

Define the meaning of a region 
□ 

regional boundary 
 Compare/contrast:  Geographic and cultural 
regions 
 
interdependent 

□ Analyze th
regions 

Northeast Region 
The Place: 
□ List the states within the Northeast 

• (Maine to Maryland) 
 Describe the weather and the climate of the □

terforms of the Northeast: 

lled the North East 

 Identify the two Great Lakes between which 

Landform map 

 

Mountains, flatlands, valleys, hills, 

Finger utary 

…Ne re, 

 

ht through an 

Northeast 
□ Describe the factors that affect the climate of 

the Northeast 
□ Demonstrate geographic knowledge of the 

northeast:  latitude, longitude, boundary lines 
of the states 

□ Describe the landforms of the Northeast 
region:  

□ Describe the wa
□ Describe the urban centers of the North East 

that started at the ports and harbors 
□ Define the megalopolis ca

Corridor  
□

Niagara Falls is located 

 
Locator map 

Boundary lines 
Route map 

Elevation Map 
Regional Map 

Population map 

Local address:  Latitude and Longitude 
Latitude lines – parallel 

Longitude lines – meridians 
 

farmland, plains, coastal plains 
 

Ocean, rivers, Great Lakes, harbors, 
 Lakes, rivers, basin, trib

bogs 
w York, Baltimo

Boston…Portsmouth 
Appalachians 

Glacier – Great Lakes 
Hudson River 
Niagara Falls 

Atlantic Ocean 
Highland Region 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It is expected that Social Studies in the 
primary grades be taug
abundance of literature:  Fiction, non-
fiction and poetry. 
 
Social Studies should be integrated into 

 the reading classes, and science and
religion classes. 
 
t is expected that Social Studies be I

taught by the use of interviews, site 
visits, software, music and art.    
 
t is expecteI d that Social Studies is taught 

by using some of the vast resources on 
the Internet 
 
t is expected that Social Studies is tI aught 
y the use of individual and small group b

project, Webquests… 
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Textbooks 

 
Scott Foresman:  Regio ns – 2008 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill:  United States 
and Its Regions 
 

- 2008 

 
 
 
 



OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
□ Identify the two main features for which Niagara 

in the 
n part of the Appalachian Mountain 

 Northeast that do not 
border the Atlantic Ocean 

Falls is known 
□ Identify the three main mountain ranges 

northeaster
□ Identify two states in the

 
 
The Climate of the Northeast 
 

st 
□ ne a 

Describe a Nor’easter 

N

□ Describe the four seasons of the northea
 Identify three things that determi
climate.  

□ 
 

atural Resources of the Northeast 
 
□ Describe the many rich natural resources of 

the Northeast:   
 Chart the natural resources of the NE as 
renewable or non-renewable 

reening of the Northeast

□

 
G  

n efforts to preserve the rich 
beaches in the northeast 

i
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
□ e citizeDescrib

resources of our 
□ Explain how pollution from a factory gets 

nto our waters 

 
Urban Center 

Boston to Washington Corridor 
Climate Factors 

Equator, precipitation, temperature  
weather 

rich in minerals – coal, sporting events 
 

trapping of lobsters, crabs, 
oysters 

ch 
 all of the information used by 

students is online. ebquest give 

project 
 

G BLOCKS OF A WEBQUEST 

  

□ 

 for 

m the ‘father of the 
webquest” what exactly they are all 

Bernie Dodge

 
Nor’easter 

 
Forests – rich with timber – maple, 

evergreen, spruce and pine water  - an 
energy resource, tourism magnet, fish 
resources – crab, lobster; mountains – 

Pollution, Erosion 
 

Fishing, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Webquests 

 
What is a webquest? 
An inquiry-oriented activity in whi
most or

W
links necessary to complete the 

BUILDIN

□ Introduction
□ Task  

Process  
□ Resources  
□ Evaluation  
□ Conclusion  

For a full explanation of Webquests
elementary students do yourself a favor 
and read fro

about. 

, San Diego State 
University 

ttp://webquest.sdsu.edu/about_webqh
uests.html
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Economics:  6.5 
Economy 
 

Northeast from Maine to 

my of the Northeast – dairy farming 
□ in the 

□ 

 in 

ed 

□ Explain how the resources of the 
Northeast shaped the industries that grew 
there 

 
istory:  6.6 (Culture of the Region)

□ Describe the importance of the fishing 
industry to the 
Maryland  

□ Describe the role of Agriculture to the 
econo
Retell the rise and fall of factories 
Northeast: Early factories  
Sketch the major factory work in the 
Northeast today:   

□ Describe the major areas of tourism
the Northeast:  

□ Explain why northeastern cities develop
where they did 
 

H  

 the lives of the Amish 
today and in the past 

ories of the different cultural 
celebrations of the Northeast 

 
 
 
 

H  

□
 Type in any topic you want.  e.g. 

s 

pri ces, 
activities, tasks, and games…. 

http://eduscapes.com/sessions/tr

 
□ Retell stories about

people – both 
□ Retell st

□ Describe leaders in the fields of music, 
art, literature and sports from the 
Northeast 

 
Factories 

Samuel Slater’s cloth factories; Francis 
Lowell’s textile factories. 

  
 

Timber – Maine; 
Chemicals – New Jersey; 
Chocolate – Pennsylvania 

 
Beach communities, snowboarding sites, 

Niagara Falls, skiing, boating, fishing, 
hunting… 

 
Islands, peninsula, hills, mountains; 
wetlands, barrier island 
 
Rivers, beaches, ocean, lakes harbors, 
harbors, gulf 

Amish 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Oktoberfest, 
Greek Festival, Japanese Festival, 
La Festa Italiana, West Indian Day Parade, 
Annual Fisherman’s Festival, Cherry 
Blossom Festival… 
 
 
 

 

ow do you find Webquests on any
topic? 
 

 Google them! 
□

Webquests on the Lenape Indian
□ You will be taken to a site rich with 

mary and secondary resour

 
Best Webquests  

avel/k3webquests.htm
 

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/thismo
nth/democracy/index1.html

 
 

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_
counties_in_New_Jersey
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Southeast Region 
 
Geography:  6.6 
 
The Place: 
 

 

t  
iana) 

d describe major landforms in 
the Southeast 

□ Describe the waterforms of the 
Southeast:  

rural areas of the Southeast 
□ 

T

□ Demonstrate geographic knowledge of the
southeast:  latitude, longitude, boundary 
lines of the states 

□ List the states within the Southeas
(Virginia to Louis

□ Identify an

□ Explain how barrier islands are formed 
□ Describe the landforms of the Southeast:  
□ Compare and contrast landform 

elevations in the Southeast 

□ Describe the 
Describe the tourism areas of the 
Southeast 

□ Describe the urban centers of the 
Southeast  

 
he Climate: 

 

□ on 

 

□ Describe the climate of the Southeast 
□ Describe the seasons of the Southeast 

 Describe the impact of the storm seas
in the Southeast - hurricanes 

 

 

Landforms 

Appalachian Uplands, Blue Ridge 
Mountains, Ozark Mountains, Great 

Valley, Sea Island 

Florida Peninsula 

Puerto Rico 

Barrier islands 

Wetlands – coastal flooding 

Waterforms 

Mississippi River 

Gulf of Mexico 

 

d 

 
 
 

Humidity 
Mild winters 

Hurricanes, Hurricane Katrina, levees
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note Taking from Primary an
Secondary Sources 

 
This would be a good time to 
combine teaching students how to 
take notes from electronic 
resources and what plagiarism 
means and why it totally 
unacceptable. 
 
Plagiarism is a rapidly growing 
problem in many venues today.  
Because it is so easy to locate 
information using the Internet, 
students have given in to the 
temptation to take materials and use 
them for their own.  This needs to be 
ddressed by all who are in thea  
ducation field -- by teaching the 
bservance of proper citation

e
o  and 
opyright compliancec  AND by making 
ure our students know that stealing 
omeone else's work is wrong 

s
s
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Natural Resources: 

 Describe the importance of protec
endangered
 

 
□ ting 

 species  
□ Describe the many rich natural 

resources of the Southeast 
□ Identify ways in which resources of the 

Southeast are used 
□ Identify a renewable and a nonrenewable 

resources found in the Southeast 
□ Explain why coal is an important resource 

in the Southeast 
□ Describe the life of a coal miner from 

Virginia  

reening of the Southeast
 
G  

Describe citizen efforts to preserve the 
sources of our non-renewable 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Carbon Dioxide  

 

 

Note taking from an electronic 
rt
. Give the information you want a 

title.  e.g. Colonial Homes 
. Write one main sentence  
. Write two supporting detail 

s
 
 

 
 

 

 
□ 

rich re
resources of coal and oil in the 
Southeast. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Trees, oil, coal, farmland 

 
 

Coal mining 
Mining Problems 

Pollution 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Textiles 
Agriculture 

Tourism 
 

Alligator 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

a
1

icle. 

2
3

entences. 

Title 

Main Idea – One Sentence
 

One Detail - One Sentence 
 

One Detail – One Sentence 
 

One Detail – One Sentence 
 
 
 

Webquest on the Southeast 
 
Re est 

http://web.bsu.edu/00smtancock/St

minder:  Google:  Webqu
Southeast 

orer/Southeast/sequest.htm
 

Excellent site for activities: 
www.socialstudiesforkids.com
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Economics:  6.5 
 
Economy
□ Describe the role of agriculture to the 

□ Retell the rise and fall of textile industry 
in North Carolina and its impact on the 
economy. 

□ Describe the major areas of tourism in 
the Southeast:  Florida, Williamsburg 

istory:  6.6 (Culture of the Region)

economy of the Southeast – indigo, 
tobacco, rice, cotton – especially in the 
early days of the region 

 
H  
Culture 
 
□ of the different cultural 

 of the Southeast:  African 
American Festival of Freedom – Jun19; 

□
; 

 the Sea Islands 

 

 

 

 

Wynton Marsalis 
 

Retell stories 
ationscelebr

 New Orleans Jazz Festival    
□ Describe Cajun people of New Orleans

Gullah Culture in
□ Describe leaders in the fields of music, 

art, literature and sports from the 
Southeast: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
New Orleans 
Cajun people 

 
 
 

 

Elvis, 
Louis Armstrong, 

 
 
 
 

 
 Elvis Presley 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

These are excellent sites for 
lessons, pictures, activities 

http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/curriculum/
so tm
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c_studies/elem/elementary.h
 

http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/seqlps/sudis
play.asp?SUID=269

 
http://classroom.jc-

schools.net/basic/socst.html
 
 

 
Great lesson plans, maps, activities 

on the geography of the United 

 
States 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com
/xpeditions/lessons/04/g912/usregi

ons.html
 
 

 
Pro
creation

Wall murals 

My Family’s Customs Book  

Interview emplates 

vide Materi he students’ als for t
s: 

 

Scrapbooks 

Mobile 
 t

 
 
 
 



OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Midwest Region 

6.6
 
Geography:   
The Place 
 
□ Demonstrate geographic knowledge of 

Midwest:  latitude, longitude, boundary 
the 

□
(Illinois to Wisconsin) 

d 
 

□ urban centers of the 
Midwest: 

adlands of the 

e 

lines of the states 
 List the states within the Midwest: 

o 
□ Explain how the Great Lakes were forme

Great Lakes are□ Describe how the 
connected to the Atlantic Ocean 

□ Describe the landforms of the Midwest: 
region.  

□ Describe the waterforms of the Midwest: 
 Describe the 

□ Define and describe the B
Midwest 

□ Define prairie and describe the types of lif
that live there 

 
The Climate 
 

 imate of the Midwest. 
Discuss the rainfall of the Midwest and 

ow it affects the growth of crops 
Recount the meaning of the words ‘lake 

s in 

C s 

St. Louis – Gateway to the West 

 

 to 

global world: 

□ Describe the cl
□ 

explain h
□ 

effect” and describe the reality of storm
the Midwest 

□ Describe the impact of tornadoes on the 
lives of the people of the Midwest 

 
 
 
 

Glacier 
 

Great Lakes:  Superior, Michigan Huron 
Erie and Ontario 
Mississippi River 

Missouri River 
Big Muddy 

 
Prairie lands 

Badlands 
anyons, ravines, gullie

 
Black Hill Mountains  

Mount Rushmore 
 

Black Hills 
 

 
 

Lake Effect 
Winter Blizzards 

Tornadoes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Begin to teach the students how
use the wealth of resources 

available for understanding our 

 
Electronic atlas 

Electronic encyclopedias 
e.g. www.sfsocialstudies.com

 
 

Important Site for Social Studies 
Teachers:  National Council of 

Social Studies Teachers: 
http://www.socialstudies.org

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Begin to make use of the incredible 
y documents of yprimar our 

neighborhood from your county 
historical society  

e.g.  
http://resources.rootsweb.com/usa/

NJ/Middlesex/
 
 

 Jersey Historical SocietNew y – 
great primary documents for 
teachers and students 
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http://www.socialstudies.org/
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Natural Resources: 
 
□ Describe the many rich natural resource

the Midwest:   
s of 

 
 
Greening of the Midwest:

□ Explain why the Midwest is an important 
agricultural region 

 
 

rrigate their crops 
□ Explain why some farmers of the Midwest 

must i
 
□ Describe the eco-friendly cars that are 

being made in Detroit car factories today. 
 
Economics:  6.5 
 
Economy 
 
□ Explain the advantages of shipping by 

agricultural 
dwest today. 

Describe life at the large farm called 
ess that dot the Midwest 

  

□  rise of the technology industry 
west areas 

 

 

Wisconsin:  and wheat 

Metals from the m tains (copper, iron, 

 

G g 

water in the Midwest 
□ Describe the importance of the 

industry the Mi
□ 

agribusin
□ Describe the rise and decline of the car

manufacturing center – Detroit, Michigan 
 Describe the
and medical research in the Mid

 

 

 
 

Iowa:  Corn, soybeans, wheat 
Kansas:  Corn and soybeans 

  Dairy farming
 

Agribusiness 
Heartland of America 

 
oun
coal) 

 
Eco-friendly

Irrigation 
 

reat Lakes:  Waterways – shippin
 

America’s Breadbasket - export 
 

Henry Ford 

 
 Mo rd  

erseyhistory.org/curric

del T Fo

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.j
ulum.html

 
The Library of Congress has 

oogle:  americaslibrary 

  
ttp://www.congressforkids.net/Co

incredible primary and secondary 
sources – photographs, timelines, 
nd stories. a

G
 

h
nstitution_billofrights.htm
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Begin to use Primary Documents for 
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historical turning points in American 
History: 

 
Primary Documents 

etters, diaries, speeches, interviews L
 
Sometimes primary documents are 
not available so you have to use 
Secondary Documents – second 
hand accounts of a turning point: 
 
Biography, newspa er account, p
historical fiction… 
 
 

 



OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
History:  6.6 (Culture of the Region) 

 
Culture 
□ Retell stories about the lives of the 

pioneers that settled in the Midwest long 
ago 

s of the different cultural 

ers in the fields of music, art, 

 

st Region

□ Retell storie
celebrations of the Midwest 

□ Describe lead
literature and sports from the Midwest 

 
Southwe  

G :  6.6
 

eography  
 
The Place: 
 

 Demonstrate geographic knowledge of the 
southwest

□
 latitude, longitude, boundary lines 

of the states. 
es within the Southwest 

Arizona to Mexico) 
rved 

o River 
de 

□ t 

□  
 
 
 
 

C a 

 

eedway 

Mountain Valley zona and Utah 

est

□ List the stat
(

□ Describe how the Grand Canyon was ca
out by erosion caused by the Colorad

□ Explain why the Grand Canyon has been ma
a national park 
Describe the landforms of the Southwes
region:   

□ Describe the waterforms of the Southwest.   
Describe the urban centers of the Southwest. 

 
 
 

Pioneer Stories 
 

Tulip Festival – Dutch  
German Festivals 

Japanese Festivals 
Winter Carnival  

orn ot Palace of South Dak
 

Mark Twain – Mississippi 
Laura Ingalls Wilder  

 
Thomas Stearns Eliot – T.S. Eliot 

Legend nnesota of Paul Bunyan – Mi

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame – Cleveland 
Jazz  City – Kansas

Bluegrass star:  Alison Krauss 
Indianapolis Motor Sp

Indy 500 
Grand Prix  

 
Coastal states 

Plains 
 

Great Coastal Plains 
Prairies 

 
Swamps 

Mountains 
 

s of Ari
 

Plateau 
Mesa 

Buttes 
 

 
 

Webquest on the Midw  
sts: 

/P

Reminder on finding Webque
Google:  Webquest Midwest 
 
http://www.spsd.net/dave/TE601b
DF/Gonzales.pdf 
 
Thinkquest Library – for the 
Children and by the children 
 
Use the link below to go 
that gives a whole new meaning to 
the term 

to a site 

“Child Friendly.”  You will 
find competitive projects from all 

reated and entered for 
djudication at the Thinkquest 

Library. 

around the world that students 
c
a

 
http://library.thinkquest.org
 
 
 
The Library of Congress has an 
interactive program called 
America’s Story.  It is especially 
helpful to you as a teachers and to 
your students to have this program 
that visually gives the students a 
real taste of the wonders of our 
country 
 
Reminder:  Google:  Library of 
Congress, America’s Story 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
The Climate: 
□ Describe the different weather and climate of 

Describe the seasons of the southwest 
the Southwest 

□ 
 
Natural Resources: 
□ escribe the many rich natural resources of t

Southwest:   
D he 

urce of the 

 
Gr

□ Identify a nonrenewable natural reso
Southwest 

eening of the Southwest 
escribe the w□ D ater problems in the driest 

regions of the country – Arizona, Oklahoma, 
t on the lives of the people Texas and its impac

in the area 
 
Economics:  6.5 
 

Economy 
□ Explain how cattle raising helped the 

economy of the Southwest develop 
□ Describe cattle ranching in Early America 
□ Describe the importance of the mining 

industry to the Southwest 
□ Describe the role of Oil industry to the 

economy of the Southwest 

 
in the Texas, Arizona, New Mexico  

e 

Four Corners of Uta , Colorado, Arizona, 

Shi oil  

Wheat and barley – Oklahoma and Texas 

 

S

□ Describe the importance of the agriculture to 
the Southwest 

□ Describe the rise of the technology industry

□ Describe the major areas of tourism in th
Southwest 

□ Describe the urban centers of the Southwest 
 

h
New Mexico 

 
Painted Desert – Arizona 

 
Buffalo Hunting  
Grand Canyon 

 
Colorado River 
Gulf of Mexico 

Rio Grande  
 

Desert 
Draught 

 
Petroleum – oil 

Mines:  Gold, Silver, Copper 
 

pping Industry – 
 

Fields of Plenty 
Sugar – Gulf Coast in Texas 

Beef Industry  

Grazing Fields 
Buffalo 
Sheep 
Cattle  

 
 

Silicon Mesa 
Computer chips 

Cell phones 
 

olar Ener w Mexico gy – Ne
Houston – Space Travel 

Alamo 
 

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-
bin/page.cgi
 
Back  
early days of the wild west: 

ry

ground information on the

 
http://www.truecowboy.com/histo
.php
 

Interdisciplinary Projects 
 

     Interdisciplinary projects are those 
that connect two or more academic 
subjects around a given theme or 
topic.  They are usually done over 
span of time – a week, two weeks, 
and unit projects.  They usually allow 
students to work on the project al
with a partner or in a small group of 
no more than 4. 

a 

one, 

ch 
more time and energy into the project. 

need 
l project 

because they have the grading 
rubric. 

     Everything that we know about 
learner success tells us that when we 
give students a choice – choice of 
work partner(s), tasks, 
presentation…they will invest mu

     Before the project even begins the 
t they students know exactly wha

o do to develop a wonderfut

 
Webquest on the Alamo 

http://www.thealamo.org/
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
History:  6.6 (Culture of the Region) 
 
Culture 
□ Retell stories about the lives of cowboys 

t 
Retell stories of the different cultural 
celebrations of the Midwest:   

n

and girls in the west – both in the past 
and presen

□ 

□ Describe leaders in the fields of music, 
art, literature and sports from the 
Southwest 

 
Western Regio  
 
Geography:  6.6 
 
The Place: 
□ Demonstrate geographic knowledge of the 

west latitude, longitude, boundary lines of 
the states, physical characteristics of the 
region – landforms, and waterforms 

□ List the states within the West  (Washington 

□

nges 

 Describe the landforms of the West 
Describe the waterforms of the West   

Alaska and 

wwow 

Texas Independence Day  

National Cow s of Color Museum and 
Hall of Fame 

 

 

Yellowst nal Park 

Sno ains 

*Haw

– Colorado + Hawaii and Alaska) 
 Identify the largest system of mountains in 
the United States 

□ Compare and contrast the mountain ra
of the West 

□ Compare geysers to the volcanoes of the 
West 

□

□ Contrast the climate between 
Hawaii  

 
 
 

Native American Festival – po
Snake Dance – Arizona 

Cinco de Mayo 

 
 

Traditional Mexican Dancers 
boy

 

Earthquakes 
Gey ers s
Hotspots 

 
Volcanoes 

Mount St. Helen – Washington 
Kilauea – Hawaii 

one Natio
 

Glaciers 
Tropical rain forests 
Bubbling mud flats 
Tallest mountains 

Magma 
 

Ro ns cky Mountai
w capped mount

Rio Grande 
Great Salt Lake 

aii and Alaska 
 

 
 
 

Webquest on the California Gold 
Rush of 1849 

 
Google:  Webquest Gold Rush 

California 
 

http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/fever.
html

Stories fro s: 

Google:  S ush 

http://nevadacount

m the Gold Rush Day
 

tories of the Gold R
California 

ygold.com/Histo
ry/BecomingCA.html

 
 

 
Gold Miner  
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
The Climate: 
□ Describe the seasons of the West 
 
Natural Resources: 
 

 

□ Describe the many rich natural resources 
of the West 

 

Greening of the West 
 Describe the role conse� rvationists have 

e West played in the national parks of th
 
Economics:  6.5 
 
□ Explain how

economy 
□ Identify places where 

are grown in the West 
□ Locate area

fishin
□ Explain how people ben

of the West
□ Describe the importance of the movie industry 

to the West 
□ Describe the role of te hnology to the 

economy of the Southwest 
□ Describe the role that he Federal 

Government plays in the economy of the West 
□ Retell the stories of the Gold Rush era in 

California  
□ Describe the major areas of tourism 

 landforms in the West effect the 

agricultural products 

s of the West that have important 
g industries 

efit from the resources 
 

c

t
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in the 
West   

 
 

Mild winters – Washington  
 

Ha a 

 

Rainy 
Cold – mountains 

 
Gold- California and Alaska 

Silver – Nevada 
Oil and Natural Gas and Uranium – 

Wyoming 
 

Sequoia National Park 
 

San Jose 
Santa Clara 

Silicon Valley 
 

dwaii, Utah, Neva
A y  rmy and Nav
Rocket engines 

Pilot training 
 
 
 

Hollywood 

Las Vegas 
 

S e eattle - Space Needl
Chinatown in California 

Golden Gate Bridge 
Sutter’s Mill – Sacramento, California – 

gold 
 
 
 
 

 
Art and Music and Literature in t
Social Studies Lesson – Perfect 
Together. Of all the subjects that 
elementary students learn the one 
that has the most potential for 
connecting the arts, music and 
literature together is Social 
Studies.  Through the arts you a
teacher can expose the student
so much more about the time, th
event, and the background than 
any one textbook could ever do.  
Textbook reading is by nature 
inear – lin

he 

s a 
s to 
e 

e-by-line by line.  By 
sing the arts you connect so 

There is ju  – his 
story/her story – hich we need to 
hand over to the students that we 
can no longer use our limited time 
using just one medium – the word. 
 

 

l
u
many concepts together around 
one piece of work – the event, the 
climate, and the mores of the 
people… 
 
 

st so much story
w

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
History:  6.6 (Culture of the Region) 
 
□ Retell stories about the lives of the fur 

trappers both today and in the past 
□ Retell stories of the different cultural 

celebrations of the West 
□ Describe leaders in the fields of music, art, 

literature and sports from the Southwest 
□ Describe the importance of the movie industry 

to the culture of the West 
□ Retell the stories of the Gold Rush era  
□ Describe the major areas of  tourism in the 

West   
□ Retell stories about the lives of the fur 

trappers both today and in the past 
□ Retell stories of the different cultural 

celebrations of the West 
□ Describe leaders in the fields of music, art, 

literature and sports from the Southwest 
 

 
Rodeos  

 
 
 

Movie Industry 
 

C l  

Sports 

Artists of the West 
 
 
 

Fur trappers – Rocky Mountain area 
 

 
 
 

Rodeos 
row Festiva

 
Gold Rush 

 
Tourism 

 

 
 

oogle:  Wild West Artists G
http://www.wildwestart.com/
 
 
 
 
 

 
Woman at A urn Ravine. 

California S te Library 

 
 
www.isu.edu/~trinmich/allabout.html

ub

ta

C
a 
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Unit Two:  Historical Stories of Early America 

  
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES
Note Well:  Do our early history from the First 
American People up to and including the start 
on the Independent America.  Grades 5 and 7 
will take up the story of our heritage. Grades 
10 and 11 will do likewise! 
 
It is important that our early heritage is 
presented in and through an abundance of 
literature and art.  The meaning of our turning 
points in American Hist ry are best captured o
an

 

4
d retained through stories. 

Historical Turning Points 6.  
Native Americans Across the Regions
 

 
 
Iroquois 
□ Describe the Native Americans of the 

Northeast - Iroquois 
□ Explain what might have drawn the Iroquois 

the Northeast 
to 

 how the Iroquois lived before the 
me to 

□ Describe 
Europeans lived before Europeans ca
North America 

 
Cherokee 

 Describe the Native Americans of the □

efore the 
o 

Evaluate how Cherokee culture changed after 

□ ribe its 

Ro n 

Great Laws 
Discuss promise 

, 

Sequoyah 

Wonderful Webquests on all Native 

http://www.frionaisd.com/webquest

Southeast - Cherokee 
□ Describe how the Cherokee lived b

Europeans lived before Europeans came t
North America 

□ 
Europeans came to the Southeast 
Identify the Trail of Tears and desc
impact on the Cherokee 

 
Woodland Indians 

Iroquois 
People of the Longhouse 

Wampum 
Iroquois League 

le of wome
 

Hiawatha 
Deganawida 

Iroquois Confederacy 

ion and com
 

Six Nations 
 

Natural resources 
Farming 
Hunting 
Fishing 

 
Lakota Indians 

Blessed Kateri Tekawitha 
Buffalo 

Prairies and hills of the Great Plains 
Horses 

Buffalo – food, clothing, shelter, tools
weapons 

 
Black Hills of Dakota – sacred ground 

 
Teepees 

 

 

Americans groups of America 
 
 

s/wiseman150.htm
 
 

eamericans.mrdonn.org/http://nativ
woodland.html

 
 

Webquest:  Pilgrims 
 
 

The Library of Congress has 
incredible pr
ources – ph

imary and secondary 
otographs, timelines, 

ary.gov/cgi-

hort history of colonial New 

http://www.usahistory.info/colonies

s
and stories. 
 
Google:  americaslibrary 
 
http://www.americaslibr
bin/page.cgi/jb/colonial 
 
S
Jersey 
 

/New .html-Jersey
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Sioux 

 Describe th□ e Native Americans of the 

 to 
a 

Na

Midwest – Sioux 
□ Describe the early Sioux culture 
□ Describe how the Sioux lived before the 

Europeans lived before Europeans came
North Americ

□ Evaluate how Sioux culture changed after 
Europeans came to the Midwest 
vajo 
 □

□  
lived before the 

h America
hanged 

 
□

T

Describe the Native Americans of the 
Southwest 
 Describe the early Navaj  cultureo
□ scribe how the Navajo De

Europeans lived before Europeans came 
to Nort  

□ Evaluate how Navajo culture c
after Europeans came to the Midwest
 Describe the “Long Walk” 

lingit 
□ Describe the Native Americans of the West - 

□ Describe the early Tlingit culture 
□ Describe how the Tlingit lived before the 

Europeans lived before Europeans came to 
North America 

□ anged after 
 

□ 

 
 

Mesas ntains 

W s 

uses 

Inuit Indians 

 

of 

oject 

 Tlingit 

Evaluate how Tlingit culture ch
Europeans came to the Midwest
Describe a Tlingit potlatch 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sioux 
Lakota, Nakota, Dakota 

Trapping 
Fur Trade 

 
Pioneers 

 
Navaho 

 and mou
Farming 
Pueblos 

 
Builders 

Adobe Homes 
 

Tlingit 
 

Alaska 
o erodwork
Fishermen 

Canoes 
Multi-family plank ho

Totem poles 
Potlatches 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Non-fiction Reading 
 

  Research clearly shows us that 
students need help reading and 
understanding non-fiction materials. 
What better time or way to do lean 
this life-skill but by using non-fiction 
materials in and through the topics 
Social Studies.  Our students have 
access to the Internet – whether at 
school and at home.  We need to find 
the ways to assign good reading 
materials to them on topics they need 
to study anyway.  Assigning 
Webquests for homework, for pr
work will bring the students to 
materials that are readable and 
understandable. 
Imagine the day when we say to our 
students, “Your homework this week 
is to go to these Webquests and read 
materials about ______” 
Webquests on the Navaho Indians 
Google:  Webquest Navaho Indians

 
http://coe.west.asu.edu/students/st

ennille/st3/webquest.html
 

Webquest on Tlingit and Others 
http://www.ic.arizona.edu/ic/kmarti

n/School/tlingett.html
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
History: European Colonists: 
 
� Discuss the reasons why the colonists 

settled on the shores of the east coast 
� Describe the problems these settlers 

encountered when they first came to the 
new world. 

 
tory: Native Americans and the His

European Settlers: 
 

Identify the effects the increased contac
between the Native Americans 

� t 
 

 

� e 

�  o 

governance, relations with the mother 
country, interactions with other colonies 
and with Native Americans 

 Describe Native American resistance  to 
e War 

 

 and the
European settlers 
Compare and contrast the lifestyles of�  the
native Americans and the European 
settlers 
Discover the wonderful ways the Nativ
Americans and the first settlers worked 
together to improve their lives 
Analyze the political, social, and cultural � 
characteristic of the English colonies 
Explain the differences in colonization
f the Americas by England, the 
Netherlands, France, and Spain. (e.g. 

�
colonization including the Cheroke
against the English, French and Indian 
War, King George’s War 

 

 
Thirteen colonies 

Settlers 
 

England 
Jamestown 
Pl hymout  

 
Spain 

 St. Augustine Florida
Francisco Coronado –gold 

 
France 

Midwest 
Jean Baptiste Pointe 

Fur Trading 
 

Colonies 
Colonization 

 
Resistance 

Native Americans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ipThe Oath of Citizensh  

y 

a 

when 

n 
 

t 
of 

ereunto affixed my signature 

 
I hereby declare, on oath, that I 
absolutely and entirely renounce and 
abjure all allegiance and fidelity to an
foreign prince, potentate, state, or 
sovereignty of whom or which I have 
heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I 
will support and defend the Constitution 
and laws of the United States of Americ
against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic; that I will bear true faith and 
allegiance to the same; that I will bear 
arms on behalf of the United States 
required by law; that I will perform 
noncombatant service in the Armed 
Forces of the United States when 
required by the law; that I will perform 
work of national importance under civilia
direction when required by the law; and
that I take this obligation freely withou
any mental reservation or purpose 
evasion; so help me God. In 

cknowledgement whereof I have a
h
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
 
 
History: The American Revolution 

collected, and how the money collected is 

were 

� 

� 

 
ence 

� 
the First continental Congress 

� Explain the accomplishments  of this first 
Congress 

� Explain the sequence of events that led to 
the Second continental Congress 

� Explain the accomplishments  of the 
Second continental Cong

 

Frenc  War 

New 
Government / 

.nj.us/hangout_nj/g

� Explain what Taxes are, how they are 

used 
� Discuss the problems  the colonists 

having with the British over taxes 
� Explain just why the colonists resisted 

those British taxes 
� Discuss the outbreak of the American 

Revolution 
 
History: Loyalists and Patriots 

Explain the colonial resistance to the 
British taxes 
Debate the viewpoints of the Loyalists 
and Patriots 

� Show how the Patriots and the Loyalists 
expressed and supported their views 

� Discuss the reasons why revolutionary 
leaders, George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin and Governor
William Livingston fought for independ
from England 
Explain the sequence of events that led to 

ress Interpret the laws 
 

 
 
 

h and Indian
Taxes 

Stamp Act 
Quartering Act 

Resistance 
Boston Tea Party 

 
Lexington and concord 

 
Loya ists l
Patriots 

 
 
 
 
 
 

George Washington 
Thomas Jefferson 
Benjamin Franklin 
William Livingston 

 
First Continental Congress 

Second Continental Congress 
 

Declaration of Independence 
 
 

Nine Supreme Court Judges 
Chief Judge Roberts 
Lifetime appointment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Great Hang Out for Kids on 

ersey State J
Constitution 
 
http://www.state
overnment.html
 
 
Colonial Williamsburg has 

ttp://www.history.org/

wonderful resources: 
 
h
 
 
This is a great ‘hangout’ for New 

ttp://www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/

Jersey students: 
 
h
 
 
New Jersey Legislature for 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/kids/ind

elementary students: 
 

ex.asp
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Unit Three:  A Nation is nment and Citizenship 

 

 Born – Gover
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Citizenship and Government:  6.2 
 
National Government: 
� Identify the three levels of government 

onal or 

� 

� Describe the make-up and 

y 

of 

e 

 Describe the rights granted to US 

 of the Judicial Branch 

 Describe the Native American 
Government  

 

 

Inter ons 

onstitution 

http://www.usconstitution.net

� Describe the role of the nati
federal government 
Describe the make-up and 
responsibilities of the Executive 
Branch of Government 

responsibilities of the Legislative 
Branch 

� Explain what the Constitution is and wh
it is important 

� Describe the responsibilities of each 
the three branches of government 

� Explain how the Constitution can b
changed 

�
citizens by the Constitution 

 
 
� Describe the make-up and 

responsibilities
 
�

 
 
 
 
 
 

Constitutional Convention 
United States Constitution 

 
Services: 
Military 

Print Money 
Postage 

Issue passports 
Food and Drug Safety

 
President 

Vice President 
Cabinet 

 
Term – 4 years 

Two terms 
 

Carries out laws 
Leads the military
National Budget 

 Military
national Relati

 
100 Senators 

Two from each state 
Elected for a six year term 

Multiple terms possible 
 

House of Representatives 
Number of state representatives based 

on population of the state 
 

Make laws 
Decides on budget appropriations 

Primary Resources on the C
 

 
 
Excellent site for children’s understanding 

ttp://www.congressforkids.net/Constitution

of Bill of Rights  
 
h
_billofrights.htm
 
 
Citizenship requirements 

 of American history and 

Take an oath of allegiance to the United 
States of America 

 

 
18 years old 
Good character 
Read, Write and Speak English 
Knowledge
government 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 

eD mocratic Values 
� Describe the make-up and role of the 

nited 

 are 

� a 
 

seekers in our state history. Describe 
their contribution to our state 

Citizens of  States with voting 

y, 

punishm imination 

 
 

United Nations  
 

Define the concept of a democracy � 
� Describe the requirements for U

States Citizenship for the immigrants 
� Describe some of our rights as 

American citizens 
� Identify at least three responsibilities of 

citizens 
� Identify three types of services that

paid for by taxes 
� Explain why voting is an important 

responsibility in the US 
� Discuss the role of patriotism  
 
� Discuss the role and responsibility of 

volunteering in America 
Discuss the value of fairness in Americ
Retell stories of brave women freedom �

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

New York 
United Nations Plaza 

Peace Keepers 
Children’s Rights 
Disease Control 

UNICEF 
 
 

the United
rights 

Sovereign nation 
 
 

Bill of Rights 
Freedom of speech, press, religion 

Right to keep and bear arms, assembl
to petition, free of unreasonable search 

and seizure, cruel and unusual 
ent, self-incr

 
R e ight to vot

Pay taxes 
Follow laws 
Jury Duty 

 
Women’s Rights 

Civil Rights 
Native American Rights 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
United Nations Building in New York City  

 
 
Resource for Bill of rights Constitution 
etc. for kids 
 
www.constitutioncenter.org/explore/ForKids
/index.shtml
 

 
www.dosomething.org
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Volunteering for Children 

 
 
 
 
 
 



OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Civics 6.2 
 
Music 
 
� Sing the song America 
� Sing the Star Spangled Banner 
� Sing the song Yankee Doodle 
� 
� Lea t ongs: 

g 

• Red River Valley 
• 

Ar

Sing the song America the Beautiful 
rn he American s
• You’re a Grand Old Fla
• Shenandoah 
• Sweet Betsy From Pie 

On Top of Old Smokey 
 

t 
� Describe

American Times 
 artist pieces from the Early 

 
Civics 6.2 
 
Holidays 
� Understand the holidays we celebrate as 

a nation 
� Retell stories about Marti

Jr. “I Have a Dream” 
n Luther King, 

Sy
 

mbols of our Country: 
� Identify memorials, monuments and 

building connected to our American 
Identity. 

� Understand some of the symbols that 
repres

� Identify the motto of the United States 

 
T  

Colu Day, 

Day  

Black ruary 

Statue of f Justice 

 

/music/billy

 
Listen/sing: songs from early America 
 
http://www.earlyamerica.com
boy.mid
 
Webquest on colonial Children 
 
http://www.macomb.k12.mi.us/wq/WebQ
97/colamer2.htm
 
Lesson ideas on the Colonial times 

ttp://www.proteacher.com/090021.shtmh
l
American Girl Lesson Plans on colonial life. 
 
Google: American Girl Colonial Period 
http://www. lum/uniyale.edu/ynhti/curricu

ent the United States  E pluribus Unum; images on bills 

hroughout the school year through
stories, songs, rituals and videos 
celebrate each and every national 

holiday – with meaning. 
National Holidays 

Memorial Day, July 4th Labor Day, 
mbu ns’ s Day, Vetera

Thanksgiving, Martin Luther King, Jr. 
, Presidents’ Day
Celebrations 

Cinco de Mayo 
May Day  

Histo - Febry Month 
Women’s History Month - March 

Chinese New Year 
Kwanzaa 

Thanksgiving, Native Americans, 
Pilgrims 

National Landmarks 
Washington Monument 

Jefferson Memorial 
Lincoln Memorial 
Mount Rushmore 
Capitol Building 

Sy ls mbo
 Liberty; Scales o

Pledge of Allegiance 
Flag 

Stars and Strips 
Bald eagle 

Presidential Seal 
Liberty Bell 
Uncle Sam 

U.S. Currency:  

ts/1997/3/97.03.05.x.html#b
 

 
Hudson River School ofAlbert Bierstadt   Painting 

 
The Problem We All Live With  

by Norman Rockwell 
edible 
t 

Motto “In God We Trust

Google: Norman Rockwell to see incr
prints of American life of the pas
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http://www.macomb.k12.mi.us/wq/WebQ97/colamer2.htm
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UNIT FOUR:  ECONOMICS IN THE REGI NITED STATES 

UTCOMES VO RY  

ONS OF THE U – PRESENT AND PAST 
 

O CABULA  RESOURCES
Economics 6.5 
 
Wants and Needs 
 
� Review the concepts of K-3 as they 

connect with New Jersey: 
� Describe how families meet their basic 

needs 

� Contrasts wants and needs in your life 
and in the life of your family 

  Give examples of families hav
measure  ‘opportu

� ing to 
nity costs’ when it 

� es of people in a 

�
ere 

greater than our natural resources could 
ive examples 

comes to a vacation in one of the 
regions of the US 

 Assess the consequenc
region wanting more than they can 
afford.  Give examples. 
 Describe what life would be like here in 
Northeast if our wants and needs w

provide – scarcity. G
 
Spending and Saving 
 

 Explain w han you ca� hy wanting more t n 

 Explain the difference between saving, 
spending and earning money 

Traditional, command and mixed 

Ass ine 

 

 

aterials for the students’ 

ooks 
s Book  

obile 

have requires you to make economic 
choices 

�

 
 
 
 

Wants 
Needs 

Opportunity costs 
 

Natural resources  
 

Economic choices 
 

Saving, spending and earning  
 

Produces 
Consumers 
Economy 

markets 
 

Free market 
 

Production 
embly l
Labor 
Wage 

Capital 
Profit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Provide M
projects: 
 
Wall murals 
Scrapb
My Family’s Custom
M
Interview templates 
 
Begin to teach the students how to use 
the wealth of resources available for 
understanding our global world: 

lectronic encyclopedias 
e.g. www.sfsocialstudies.com

 
Electronic Atlas 
E

 
 
Important Site for Social Studies 

f Social Teachers:  National Council o
Studies Teachers: 
http://www.socialstudies.org
 
Begin to make use of the incredible 

ary documents of your neighborhood prim
from your county historical society  
e.g.  
http://resources.rootsweb.com/usa/NJ/Mid
dlesex/
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Goods and Services 

Sequence steps in producing 
something you reall

� 
ctory 

ween 

� , 

� 
you 

� : 

man Resources 

y want that is fa
made. e.g. clothing 
Distinguish the difference bet� 
producers and consumers 

� Define economy 
Contrast � planned economy vs. free 
enterprise 
Contrast � traditional, command and 
mixed economies 
Define: production, assembly line
labor, wage, capital and profit in 
connection with factories and mills 
Explain how supply and demand 
effects the price you pay for games 
really want 
Define the resources of a business
capital, Materials and Resources, 
Hu

 
Trade 

Explain what it means for regi� ons to b
economically interdependent 
Explain what globalization is and why 

e 

� 

� 

world trade possible 
 

 

Productio or, wage, 

Econo ndent  

Communication 
 

ution

countries of the world depend on one 
another 
Describe how fast transportation and 
communication have made national and 

Producer 
Consumer 
Economy 

 
Planned economy 

Free enterprise 
 

Traditional, command and mixed 
economies 

 
n, assembly line, lab

capital, profit 
 

Supply and demand 
 

ss Resources of busine
 

mically interdepe
Globalization 

 
Transportation 

 
Great site for money projects: 
 
http://www.extension.umn.edu/distrib
/youthdevelopment/DA6116.html
 
Games for Social Studies: Economic 
 
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subje
cts
 
Webquest: Economy 
 
http://www/moneyinstructor.com/elementa
ry.aso
 
http://www.moneyinstruction.com/element
ary.asp
 
Lesson Plans on Wants and Needs; Goods
and Services 

 

 
http://www.moneyinstructor.com/wsp/goo
d.asp
 
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/SSOWan
tsAndNeeds-WithMagazinePics12/htm
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http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects
http://www/moneyinstructor.com/elementary.aso
http://www/moneyinstructor.com/elementary.aso
http://www.moneyinstruction.com/elementary.asp
http://www.moneyinstruction.com/elementary.asp
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/SSOWantsAndNeeds-WithMagazinePics12/htm
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/SSOWantsAndNeeds-WithMagazinePics12/htm
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SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS; STRATEGIES AND ASSESSMENTS 
 

      
RECALL/ 

COMPREHENSION APPLICATION ANALYSIS SYNTHESES EVALUATION

WORD 

Read/List/Respond:  
Lyrics, poems, non-
fiction, biographies 
and historical stories 
about the Colonists 

Describe in a story 
grammar format:  
Stranded on a 
Plymouth Plantation

Compare/Contrast 
Playtime in the lives 
of English children 
at Plymouth 

Compose:  Prayer 
for the safety of 
people of 
Jamestown 

Assess:  Student 
written poems about 
life during the 
American 
Revolution 

LOGIC 

Map/Globe Create a 
chart of the 
geographic features 
of the 
English/French/Spa
nish colonies 

Venn Diagram:  
English and 
Spanish Colonies 

Prepare a list of 
interview questions 
for a cowboy from 
the wild west 

Case Study:  Daily 
life of a 10 year old 
in a desert 
community 

Decide:  Impact of 
the American 
Revolution on 
families and 
relatives 

PICTURE 
View and Respond:  
CD-Rom about the 
American 
Revolution 

Illustrate:  Favorite 
scene from Molly 
Pitcher 

Compare:  Cartoons 
from the Gold Rush 
Days 

Infer:  What families 
worries are in a 
desert community 

Assess:  Effect of 
communication on 
family relations in a 
global world  

BODY 
Construct:  Diorama 
of a cotton 
plantation from the 
old South 

Dramatize:  Scene 
from the Wild West 

Prepare/Interview:  
Soldiers at the 
Memorial Day 
Celebration 

Orate:  Protest 
speech of a 
Loyalist, “No Union” 

Panel Evaluation:  
Rights and 
Responsibilities of 
new citizens 

MUSIC 
Listen/Respond:  
Shenandoah 

Record Reactions:  
Red River Valley 

Generate 
Questions:  On Top 
of Old Smoky 

Compose:  Rap 
Song about our 
Federal 
Government 

Evaluate:  Student 
written raps about 
the upcoming 
Revolution 

PEOPLE 
Discuss:  Impact of 
the Europeans on 
the Native American 
way of life 

Game:  
Responsibilities of 
each branch of 
government 

Investigate:  Native 
American Navajo 
Indians Today 

Produce:  Life on an 
Island 

Conclude:  Best 
survival tactics of 
the people in a 
draught area 

SELF 

Journal Writing:  
Summary of one 
day’s historical 
reading. e.g. 
Children of Morning 
Light 

Record:  Reactions 
to the story, George 
Washington:  The 
Man Who Would 
Not Be King 

Analyze:  Varied 
and unusual 
circumstances that 
led to your country’s 
struggle 
independence 

Plan:  Imaginary trip 
to the Southwest 

Grade: Lyric poems 
about life in an 
English Colony 
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 STANDARDS FOR K-2 
 

Standard 6.1- Social Studies Skills 
All students will utilize historical thinking, problem solving and research sills to maximize their understanding of civics, history, 
geography and economics. 
. 
Descriptive Statement: The purpose of this standard is to develop the requisite skills needed to fully appreciate, comprehend, and 
apply knowledge of the other five social studies standards: civics, world history, United States and New Jersey history, geography, and 
economics. These skills must be integrated across all five standards. Students must understand basic concepts such as time, location, 
distance, and relationships and must be able to apply these concepts to the study of people, places, events, and issues. These skills 
focus on the importance of historical research as well as the need to distinguish fact from fiction and to understand cause and effect. 
These skills should not be taught in isolation; rather, students must use these skills in the study of all social studies disciplines. 
 

By the end of Grade 2, students will: 
 

6.1.2 A. Social Studies Skills 
1. Explain the concepts of long ago and far away. 
2. Apply terms related to time including past, present, and future. 
3. Identify sources of information on local, national, and international events (e.g., books, newspaper, TV, radio, Internet). 
4. Retell events or stories with accuracy and appropriate sequencing. 
5. Develop simple timelines. 

 
Standard 6.2 – Civics 

All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American democracy and the rights, responsibilities and 
roles of a citizen in the nation and the world. 
. 
Descriptive Statement: The purpose of this standard is to prepare students to be informed, active, and responsible citizens in the 
American democratic republic. It is essential that students have an understanding of the historical foundations, underlying values, and 
principles upon which the American system of representative democracy is based. Before citizens can make informed, responsible 
decisions as voters, jurors, workers, consumers, and community 
residents, they must have an understanding and appreciation of the fundamental concepts, laws and documents which form the 
American heritage including the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the New Jersey State Constitution. 
Students must understand how a representative democracy works and the value of citizen participation in the nation, state and local 
communities. In addition, students must also be prepared to serve as global citizens; that is, students must be aware that the United 
States has a significant impact on the rest of the world, and conversely, the rest of the world impacts the United States. Technological 
advances bring the world to our doorstep. International education enables students to broaden their understanding of global issues that 
impact their life as Americans. The study of politics, government, and society should start in early elementary grades with the 
identification of the need for rules, laws, and structures for decision-making or governance, and proceed through upper elementary 
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grades to identify key documents and ideas that express democratic principles. Intermediate students should examine the various 
forms of government, the functions of the various branches of our federal government, as well as local and state levels of government. 
They must understand the ongoing need to balance individual rights and public needs. High school students should build on their prior 
knowledge and skills by analyzing the scope of governmental power, the spectrum of political views, and how the United States 
functions in a global society. Students should be encouraged not only to learn about how government works but also to apply their 
knowledge and to use their critical thinking, listening, and speaking skills to better understand the value of citizen participation in a 
representative democracy. 
 
 Five major topics are addressed in the indicators and are reflected in the following questions: 

1. What is government and what should it do? 
2. What are the basic values and principles of American democracy? 
3. How does the government established by the Constitution embody the   purposes, values, and principles 
      of American democracy? 
4. What is the relationship of the United States to other nations and to world affairs? 
5. How can citizens and groups participate effectively in the democratic process? 

 

By the end of Grade 2, students will: 
 
6.2.2 A. Civic Life, Politics, and Government 

1. Explain the need for rules, laws, and government. 
2. Give examples of authority and recognize problems that might arise from lack of effective authority. 
3. Describe how American citizens can participate in community and political life. 
4. Explain that justice means fairness to all. 
5. Explain that a responsibility means something you must or should do. 
6. Explore basic concepts of diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others. 

 
6.2.2 B. American Values and Principles 

1. Identify symbols of American values and beliefs such as the American Flag and the Statue of Liberty. 
 

6.2.2 C. The Constitution and American Democracy 
1.   Identify community and government leaders (e.g., mayor, town council, President of the United States). 
 

6.2.2 D. Citizenship 
1. Identify examples of responsible citizenship in the school setting. 
1. Recognize real people and fictional characters that have demonstrated responsible leadership and citizenship and identify the 

characteristics that have made them good examples. 
 

6.2.2 E. International Education: Global Challenges, Cultures, and Connections 
1. Explain that the United States is a diverse nation and one of many nations in the world. 
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2. Identify traditions and celebrations of various cultures (e.g., Chinese New Year, Cinco de Mayo). 



3. Participate in activities such as dance, song, and games that represent various cultures 
6.3 - World History 
All students will demonstrate knowledge of world history in order to understand life and events in the past and how they relate to the 
present and the future. 
. 
The standards do not outline specific world history content and skills for students in grades K-4. Students in grades K-4 need 
to develop the social studies skills outlined in Standards 6.1 in order to understand the complex information presented in grades 5-8. 
Standard 6.2: Civics and Standard 6.4: United States and New Jersey History provide a foundation for the study of home, family, 
community, culture, international education, and global issues. In addition, as elementary students begin the study of a world language, 
they will learn about the history and culture of countries where the target language is spoken. Finally, the visual and performing arts 
standards require that students study works of art from various historical periods and diverse cultures. Thus, K-4 students will have 
multiple opportunities to study world history from different perspectives through a more integrated approach. 
 
6.4 - United States and New Jersey History 
All students will demonstrate knowledge of the United States and New Jersey history in order to understand life and events in the past 
and how to understand life and events in the past and how they relate to the present and future. 
Descriptive statement: This standard introduces students in grades K-4 to the history of the United States and New Jersey 
through the study of family and community life. Through this study, students also become aware of many cultural traditions and 
heritages that contribute to the diversity of this country. As a foundation for further study in grades 5-8, students learn about important 
issues and personalities that have influenced the history of the state and the nation. 
 

By the end of Grade 2, students will: 
 
6.4.2 A. Family and Community Life 
1. Recognize change and continuity in their lives. 
2. Describe their family history through two generations. 
3. Compare family life today with long ago. 
4. Tell about their family heritage using stories, songs, and drawings. 
 
6.4.2 B. State and Nation 
1. Recognize the names of major figures in American history, including George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Sacagawea, Harriet 

Tubman, Susan B. Anthony, and Martin Luther King Jr. 
2. Discuss the contributions of important women, African Americans, and Native Americans to United States and New Jersey 

history. 
3. Explain the historical significance of major national holidays (e.g. Independence Day, Labor Day) and American symbols. 
4. Relate why important national buildings, statues, and monuments are associated with our national history. 
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STANDARD 6.5 – Economics 
All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles. 
. 
Descriptive Statement: Economics is the study of human behavior in relation to scarce resources. It is also about responsible 
citizenship. Effective economic decisions within the roles of consumer, producer, saver, and investor are more likely to be made if 
students understand economic concepts and their applications. The understanding of economic principles, concepts, and analytical 
tools is also essential for career development and financial success in the 21st century. Our students live in a world of increasing global 
interdependence. Students also need to understand that the economic decisions of institutions, governments, and individuals can have 
immediate and far-reaching impacts. Another goal of this standard is to provide students with the necessary economic knowledge and 
skills for a full understanding of political, social, and historical events. These events are often incompletely or inadequately understood 
without a firm grasp of their economic components. For example, no modern election is without economic aspects and, in fact, 
economic issues have dominated many recent elections. Therefore, it is essential that New Jersey’s schools provide all students with a 
strong foundation in the social science of economics. 
 

This standard addresses two strands across grades K-12: 
A. Economic Literacy 

B. Economics and Society 
 

By the end of Grade 2, students will: 
6.5.2 A. Economic Literacy 

1. Identify the basic goods and services a family needs for everyday life. 
2. Explain how the products individuals eat, wear, and use impact their health and safety and the environment. 
3. Identify various forms of currency (e.g., penny, nickel, quarter, and dollar). 
4. Explain what it means to “save” money. 
 

6.5.2 B. Economics and Society 
1) Identify various jobs and explain how workers in these jobs receive income for their work. 
 

STANDARD 6.6 – Geography 
All students will apply understanding knowledge of spatial relationships and other geographic skills to understand human behavior in 
relation to physical and cultural environment. 
. 
Descriptive Statement: The study of geography is based on the principle that thinking in and understanding spatial terms will enable 
students to understand the many relationships of place, people, and environments. By taking an active, questioning approach to the 
world around them, students learn to devise their own mental worldview. As students engage in critical thinking to interpret patterns in 
the evolution of significant historic events and the movement of human populations on the Earth’s surface, their understanding of 
geography, history, economics, and civics deepens. Furthermore, the use of geographic tools and technology assists students to 
understand the reasons for, and the economic, political and social consequences of, human impact on the environment in different 
areas of the world. 
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This section is organized around five strands adapted from the National Geography Standards. 
A. The World in Spatial Terms 
B. Places and Regions 
C. Physical Systems 
D. Human Systems 
E. Environment and Society 

 

By the end of Grade 2, students will: 
 
6.6.2 A. The World in Spatial Terms 
1. Explain the spatial concepts of location, distance and direction, including: 

a.   The location of school, home, neighborhood, community, state, and country; 
b.   The relative location of the community and places within it; and 
c. The location of continents and oceans. 

2  Explain that the globe is a model of the Earth and maps are representations of local and distant places. 
3. Demonstrate basic globe and map skills. 

 
6.6.2 B. Places and Regions 
1. Describe the physical features of places and regions as on a simple scale. 
2. Describe the physical and human characteristics of places. 
 
6.6.2 C. Physical Systems 
1. Recognize that the relationship of the Earth to the sun affects weather conditions, climate, and seasons. 

 
6.6.2 D. Human Systems 
1. Identify the types of transportation used to move goods and people and people 
2. Identify the modes of communication used to transmit ideas. 
 
6.6.2 E. Environment and Society 
1. Describe the role of resources such as air, land, water, and plants in everyday life. 
2. Describe the impact of weather on everyday life. 
3. Act on small-scale, personalized environmental issues such as littering and recycling, and explain why such actions are important. 
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Big Ideas, Essential Questions and Enduring Understanding of Social Studies   K-2 
*Note:  Essential Questions and Enduring Understandings span the K – 12 Grades 

 
Big Idea: The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between past and 
present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both thinking and action.  

 
Essential Questions – History  Enduring Understandings  

Family and Community Life 
 
How have my family’s heritage and traditions influenced my 
current family life?  
 
How am I connected to the past?  
 
Why can traditions sometimes not be maintained?  
 
What impact has New Jersey made on American history?  

 
 
 Many cultural traditions and heritages contribute to our 
state’s and nation’s diversity  
 

 
Big Idea: The study of economics fosters an understanding of the management of resources in the global, public and 
private sectors and in individual decision making  

 
Essential Questions - Economics Enduring Understandings  

Economic Literacy 
 
How is price determined?  

  
Supply and demand is a basic economic principle in a 
capitalist society.  
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Big Idea: An understanding of the historical foundations and underlying values and principles of American democracy 
prepares learners to make informed, responsible decisions as citizens and to value participation as citizens of the nation and 
the world  

 
Essential Questions  - Civics Enduring Understandings  

Civic Life, Politics and Government  
 
 What is government and what can it do?  
 
Why do rules, laws and government not always preserve 
individual rights and the common good?  
 
What can be done about it?  
 

 
Societies require rules, laws and government.  
 
Governments can change based on the needs of people, 
their society and their culture.  
 
Citizens can influence government in many ways if they 
choose to participate.  

American Values and Principles  
 
How have the basic values and principles of American 
democracy changed and in what ways have they been 
preserved?  

 
 
Our government was founded on the principles of fairness, 
equality and respect for diversity.  

Citizenship  
 
How can citizens and groups participate effectively in the 
democratic process?  
 
Can the rights of American citizens ever cause conflict 
among them?  
 

 
 
Citizenship is a lifelong endeavor.  
 
It is the responsibility of citizens to actively participate in 
government; otherwise, the country is run by a few for the 
few.  
Protecting the common good may require sacrificing 
individual rights. Maintaining that fragile balance is the 
collective role of all citizens.  
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Big Idea: Knowledge of geography and application of geographic skills enables students to understand relationships 
between people, their behavior, places and the environment for problem solving and historical understanding.  

 
Essential Questions - Geography Enduring Understandings  

Place and Regions 
How does human migration affect a region?  
 

 
Both the physical characteristics and human inhabitants of 
regions change over time.  
 
Regional geographic differences can result in social, 
economic and political differences.  

Physical System 
Is geography destiny?  
How do natural resources affect the course of history?  

 Where we live influences how we live.  
 
 Natural resources determine a nation’s wealth.  
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Pre – Kindergarten Social Studies 
 

IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU! 
 

 
 

Social Studies Curriculum Standards 
 

New Jersey Catholic Schools  
 

2008 – 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 FAMILY AND LIFE SKILLS 
 

Social Studies, Family and Life Skills in the preschool classroom begins with cultivating children’s understanding of themselves 
and their place in the family and moves to an understanding of social systems in ever-widening circles: family, classroom community, 
neighborhood, and the world. Through learning experiences and play, teachers provide a wide range of concrete, developmentally 
appropriate activities and field trips that provide opportunities to explore and celebrate similarities and differences among children, 
lifestyles and cultures. However, teachers understand that young children classify and make concrete connections that sometimes lead 
to statements that may sound biased. At these times, teachers take the opportunity to discuss with children racial, culture and gender 
biases. These discussions build a foundation for understanding and appreciating diversity.  
 
Social Studies, Family and Life Skills is integrated throughout all aspects of the classroom day. The teachers endeavor to 
establish a caring community life with respect for individual differences. The classroom environment is organized to provide 
opportunities for children to develop independent behaviors and to act out real-life situations. The environment reinforces those skills 
and concepts that encourage good citizenship and develop the child's capacity to participate in a culturally diverse, democratic society 
in an increasingly interdependent world. 

EXPECTATION 1: Children identify unique characteristics of themselves and others. 

EXPECTATION 2: Children communicate about their family, family roles and family traditions. 

EXPECTATION 3: Children become contributing members of the classroom community. 

EXPECTATION 4: Children demonstrate knowledge of neighborhood and community. 

EXPECTATION 5:Children participate in activities that reflect the cultures within their classroom and their community 

 

 



 
KINDERGARTEN: WELCOME TO MY WORLD 

 
 
 
 

FAMILIES 

GEOGRAPHY 
SKILLS 

SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS NEIGHBORS

LIFE LONG AGO GOVERNMENT

 
 HELPERS  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 WORK 

ENVIRONMENT

 
 

 
 

RULES



Social Studies Skills:  6.1 
*Social Studies Skills need to be used throughout the study of the units and across the curriculum. 

Reading Skills Writing Skills Map and Globe Skills Charts and 
Graphs 

Data and 
Diagrams 

 
□

 

orize 

ons 

t 

1st, 2nd, 

ry Word Walls    

y 
aterials, 

activities 
□ Electronic Atlas 
□ Electronic Encyclopedia 
□ Dramatize historical 

events 
 
 
 
 

□

ic 

ounts 

paragraphs – four 
sentences 

□ Journal and Diary 
writing 

 

□

erica 
rld 

 Locator Maps 
□ Landform map 

 

□

 

d, 

s, jobs at 

art  

information 

□
 Main Idea and Details 
□ Retell stories 
□ Compare and contrast

Information 
□ Classify/Categ
□ Recite poems 
□ tiUse illustra
□ Picture Walks 
□ Predictions 
□ Cause and Effec
□ Sequence:  Past, 

Present, Future;  
3rd;  

□ First, Next, Last 
□ Vocabula

for social studies 
□ Choral Reading 
□ Internet Child friendl

sites – m

 Topic Books – final 
project presented  
using technology 
tools 

□ Friendly Letter 
□ Letter to the Editor 
□ Pen Pals - electron
□ Personal Glossary 

Picture Book – 
alphabetical order 

□ Shared Writing 
□ Write  four sentences 
□ Write narrative acc
□ Write persuasive letters 
□ Write descriptive 

 Map title 
□ Map keys 
□ Picture maps 
□ hood Map of neighbor
□ city Map of town/
□ Map of State 
□ Map of the 50 States 
□ Map of Nor h Amt
□ Map of the Wo
□ History Map 
□ Political Maps 
□

 Picture graphs 
□ Bar graphs 
□ Flow chart 
□ Pie Chart 
□ Line Graph
□ Information 

charts -  e.g. 
jobs in the 
neighborhoo
school and 
neighborhood 
helper
home 

□ KWL Charts 
□ Create a  Ch

- organize 

 Read
temperatures -
Fahrenheit 

 

□ Read calendar 
□ Timelines 
□ Diagrams 
 
 
 
(How to Make a 
Time Line and 
Timelines through 
history 
http://www.socialst
udiesforkids.com/) 
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KINDERGARTEN 

UNIT ONE: Staying Healt afe in the Neighborhood 

 VOC ARY  

 
hy and S

 
OUTCOMES ABUL RESOURCES

History 6.4 (Culture) 
 

y Self and Others - HomeM  
 Describe y� our physical self (gender, 

� each person has needs, 

es, dislikes 

ethnicity, language… 
 Recognize that 
wants, talents, abilities, interests, skills, 
feelings, lik

� Recognize that each person is unique 
and important\ 
 Identify family�  members and school 

� her people
members 
 Explain why people need ot  

 

 the 

�

e 
f 

nniversaries, 

 Recognize that people celebrate 
toms that differ form 

one another 

*Use ethnic names fo ers, also, if appropriate 

Hol ay 
G y 

 
Patriotic C lebrations,  

A s, 
Cul ons 

es for 

� Recognize that people need to learn in
different ways 

� Show how people change over time 
(older, appearance, skills…) 

� Recognize that not all families are
same (size, relationships, roles…) 
 Recognize that families around the 
world  are alike and different 
Compare and cont� rast how peopl
celebrate important dates and events o
the past birthdays, religious holidays, 
patriotic celebrations, a
cultural traditions. 

�
traditions and cus

Mother * 
Father 

Brother 
Sister 

 
Family 

Grandmother 
Grandfather 

Aunt  
Uncle 

 
r fa bmily mem

 
School Teacher 

 
Principal 

Custodian 
Nurse 

Librarian 
Computer Teacher 

Birthdays 
Holy Days 

Easter 
Christmas 

Immaculate Conception 
y Thursd

ood Frida
Ascension Thursday 

Feast of the Assumption 
Holidays 
Culture 

Ethnicity
e

nniversarie
tu tiral tradi

 
Games and Activiti

Kindergarten 
http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/k/u2/i

ndex.html
 
Exciting Webquests for Kindergarten 

 
http://eduscapes.com/sessions/travel

/k3webquests.htm
 

These are excellent sites for lessons, 
pictures, activities 

http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/curriculum
/soc_studies/elem/elementary.htm

 
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/seqlps/sudis

play.asp?SUID=269
 

http://classroom.jc-
schools.net/basic/socst.html
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
History 6.4 (Culture) 
 
Neighborhoods 
 
□ Describe people and places in the       

neighborhood 
□ Identify common signs, logos and 

symbols in the neighborhood 
erent kinds of homes in 

 the neighborhood 

□ Describe the diff
your neighborhood 

□ Describe the jobs  in
that people do  

 
Economics 6.5 
 
Wants and Needs 

 Demonstrate an understandi
 
� ng of wants 

and needs. Give examples of each 
elp others meet 

s, 
cal 

pending and Saving

� Explore how people h
their basic needs and wants (school
libraries, museums, police, fire medi
workers, day care workers ) 

 
S  

 Describe how people need to make 
economic decisions (what to buy, 

 

 

 

 

 

To s  

�

share, give save) 
 
 

 

 
 

Stop sign 
School 

Railroad 
Walk 

Don’t Walk 
 

Lights 
Walking figure  

 
Homes 

Apartments
Condominium  

Stores 
Community

 
Wants 
Needs 

 
Goods  

Services 
 

Trade 
Buy 

 
Books  
Library
Clothes 

y
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Webquest:  Neighborhoods 
 

http://www.eiu.edu/~readctr/800WebQuests
/Nowak%20Web/index.htm
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Good and Services 

ntify basic goods and services a 
family needs for everyday life 

 

t 

 
� Ide

� Explain how the products  we eat, wear
and use impact our health and the 
environmen

 
Jobs 
 

 Give exam� ples of different kinds of jobs 
ople and neighborhood 

bs 
� ontrast jobs of today with 

some jobs from the past 

that school pe
helpers do 

� Explain why people hold different jo
 Compare and c

 
ransportationT  

 
� Describe ways of traveling in your 

neighborhood 
 
Scientists and Inventors 

 and inventions (e.g. Light 
Bulb) 

oney

 
� Retell stories of important scientific 

discoveries

 
M  

 Recognize that people use money to 
purchase goods 

Bakery, Mail Worker, Grocer, Doctor, Nurse, 
Firefighter, Police Officer, Medical Workers, 

Day Ca orkers 

Bike 
 

Money  
Buy 

Webquest” Economy 

http://www.moneyinstructor.com/elemen

�

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Crossing Guard 
re W

 
 
 
 

Car 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Train 
Truck 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

tary asp.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Civics 6.2 
 
Rules and Laws 
 
□ Explain the need for fair rules 
□ Identify and follow school rules to ens

safety and order 
□ 

ure 

 

a neighborhood rule is 

□ afety during a fire drill 

R s

Explore the different rules we have as
home, at school, in the neighborhood 

□ Understand that 
called a law 

□ Demonstrate the consequence of not 
following a rule 
 Demonstrate s

 
esponsibilitie

 
 

Rules 
Consequences 

 
 

Laws 
 
 
 

 

s 

school family, 

□

 
Rights - Citizens

 

□ Describe  the different  responsibilitie
you and family members have  in your 
home family, 
neighborhood 

□ Select two or more songs  and vote for 
your  favorite 
  Analyze classroom problems and give
examples of good and fair solutions to 
the problems 

 
□ Describe  the different  rights you and 

family members have  in your home 
family, school family, community family 

□ Explain that a citizen is a member of a 
country 

 

 
Rights 

Responsibilities 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Great Activities, Lessons and Games 
http://atozteacherstuff.com/Lesson_Plans/S

ocial_Studies/__Grades_K-
2/Civics___Government/index.shtml

 
 

Kindergarten Voting:   
http://www.kidsvoting.org/classroom/

curriculum.htm
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Civics 6.2 
 
Government: 
 
□ Recognize that the President is the 

leader of  the United States 
□ Retell stories of our first president 
□ Retell stories that showed  Abraham 

Lincoln cared about freedom  
 
Symbols 
 
□ Identify the symbols of our nation: 

Pledge, flag, stars and stripes 
□ Explain how and why we should respect 

Celebrate Flag Day – June 14 

 
Holidays

our flag 
□ 
 

 

holidays we celebrate 
as a nation. 

 

 
□ Understand the 

 

Music 
 
□ Sing the song America 
 

 
President 

White House 
 

George Washington 
Abraham Lincoln 

 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Flag 

Stars and Strips 
Betsy Ross 

 
Throughout the school year through 
stories, songs, rituals and videos 
/software celebrate each and every 
national holiday – with meaning. 

 
 

National Holidays:  Memorial Day, July 4th  
Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans’ Day, 
Thanksgiving, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 

Presidents’ Day 
 

Black History Month 
Chinese New Year 

Kwanzaa 
 
Fireworks, picnics, parade, turkey,  
 
Thanksgiving, Native Americans, 
Pilgrims,America 

 
 
 
 

Webquests 
 

Thanksgiving 
http://www.rockwood.k12.mo.us/itech/webq
uests/su2003elem/spencer/mustardcomics

ans/teacher.html
 

American Flag 
http://www.rockwood.k12.mo.us/blevi

ns/menzel/ourcountrywq/
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Geography 6.6 
 
Location:  Maps and Globe 
 
□ Use terms up, down, left, right… 

correctly 
□ Describe location of objects in the 

room as far, up, down, under, back, 
front, here, above, below 

□ Identify the globe as a  mode
earth 

□ 

l of the 

□
l neighborhood on a local map 

Identify map keys for land and water 

Recognize maps as different 
representations of Earth 
 Discover your neighborhood and 
schoo

□ Construct simple maps of the school 
area 

□ Use a picture map of your school to find 
locations 

□ Find streets on a picture map of your 
neighborhood 

□ 
 

Weather and Climate 

eather 
changes 
 Describe how seasonal changes affect 
us and our environment 

 
 

 

 
□ Give examples of seasonal w

□

Earth 
Model 

 
Streets 

Neighborhood 
Town 

 
Globe 
Map 

Earth 
 

Town 
City 

 
Country 

United States 
 

New Jersey 
United States 

 
Atlantic Ocean 

North Pole 
South Pole 

 
Summer 

Fall 
Winter 
Spring 

 
Cold’ 
Hot 

Warm 
 

Rain 
Snow 
Sleet 

 

 
 
 
 

Lesson Ideas: 
 

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/SSMa
psGlobes12.htm

 
 

Lesson Ideas 
 

http://www.nationalgeographic.co
m/xpeditions/lessons/18/gk2/geos

kills.html
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Geography 6.6 
 
Landforms 
 
□ Find the different landforms (mountains, 

valleys…) that can be located on a map 
and globe 

 
Waterforms 
 
□ Find the different waterforms (lakes, 

rivers, oceans…) that can be located on 
a map and globe 

 
Natural Resource 
 
□ Identify natural resources  in the 

environment that are important to ou y
□ Show how you can take care of the 

environment in your neighborhood 
□ Compose a poem for Earth Day April 22 

 

New Jersey
 

 Catholic School Students  
Go  Green: 

you are caring for our Earth. 
 

Reduce 
 

 9 

 
□ Compose a poem/song showing how 

Reuse 
Recycle 

 
Landforms 

Land 
Forest 

Hill 
Plains 

Mountains 
park 

 
 
 

Waterforms 
Ocean 
River 
Lake 

 
 
 
 
 

Water 
Air 
Oil 
Gas 

Grass 
Soil 
Land 
trees 

 
 

 
Environment 

                                 Reuse 
Recycle 
Reduce 

 
 
 
 

 

These are excellent sites for lessons, 
pictures, activities 

http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/curriculum/soc_s
tudies/elem/elementary.htm

 
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/seqlps/sudis

play.asp?SUID=269
 

http://classroom.jc-
schools.net/basic/socst.html

 
Webquest:  Neighborhoods 

 
http://www.eiu.edu/~readctr/800WebQuests

/Nowak%20Web/index.htm
 

New Jersey History Museum 
 

http://www.censusfinder.com/new-
jersey-historical-museums.htm

 

 

http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/curriculum/soc_studies/elem/elementary.htm
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/curriculum/soc_studies/elem/elementary.htm
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/seqlps/sudisplay.asp?SUID=269
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/seqlps/sudisplay.asp?SUID=269
http://classroom.jc-schools.net/basic/socst.html
http://classroom.jc-schools.net/basic/socst.html
http://www.eiu.edu/~readctr/800WebQuests/Nowak Web/index.htm
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http://www.censusfinder.com/new-jersey-historical-museums.htm
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SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS; STRATEGIES AND ASSESSMENTS 
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RECALL/ 
COMPREHENSION     APPLICATION ANALYSIS SYNTHESES EVALUATION

WORD Read/listen/Respond; 
Literature about boys and 
girls – fiction, non-fiction 
and poetry 

Show and Tell: 
something Important 
About Me 

Oral: Summarize how 
students are 
alike/different 
 
Compare and 
Contrast: Family 
Celebrations 

Compose a class 
rhyme about 
children’s names, 
likes, descriptions 

Investigate your 
grandparents’ lives 
as children 

LOGIC Bar graphs: Information 
about self, family, size 

Web Words; illustrate 
words about me, myself, 
and I 

Large picture of you: 
What is so special 
about you 

Create a map of your 
ideal bedroom 

Rate stories:  I liked, 
I disliked ____ 
because ______ 

PICTURE Draw pictures of the route 
you take to school 

Paint a picture of 
something you noticed 
on a class trip 

Contrast summer 
outdoor games and 
winter outdoor games 

Imagine you life: Rain 
all summer? 

Select favorite 
pictures about 
climate 

BODY Hop-scotch: My 
neighborhood/home/school 
maps 

Teach someone how to 
remember your address 

Categorize 
landforms/Waterforms 
in your town/city 

Draw/make an 
invention to make 
summer outdoor 
chores easier 

Decision: Facts and 
opinions of 
commercial toys 

MUSIC Sing/Listen to songs of 
nature 

Listen to music about 
sharing.  How can you 
share, too? 

Compare and 
contrast themes of 
songs/rhymes 

Make up songs, 
rhymes about people 
who serve us 

Listen to songs 
about different 
characters. This 
character is a 
good/sad family 
member because… 

PEOPLE Discuss different foods 
eaten and enjoyed in each 
other’s homes 

Construct a model of a 
favorite family celebration

Chart: Write 
questions you would 
really love to ask a 
child from another 
country 

Produce a mural: 
Christian Family Life 

Choose class 
members to give 
opinion about family 
rules 

SELF Journal: Draw pictures of 
impressions of stories 
heard  
about children from here 
and other places  

Record class questions 
about why people live 
where they do 

Investigate how a 
natural resource is 
used 

Design a place where 
you can live 

Verdict: how well do 
we use our natural 
resources? 



GRADE FOUR: New Jersey – Today and Yesterday 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITIES
 
 
 
 GEOGRAPHY 

SKILLS  
CITIZENSHIP  

 
 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS  
 ECONOMICS  
 HISTORY 
 
 
 
 GOVERNMENT 
 

ENVIRONMENT  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Social Studies Skills:  6.1 
*Social Studies Skills need to be used throughout the study of the units and across the curriculum.  
Reading Skills Writing Skills Speaking Skills Maps and Globe 

Skills 
Charts and 
Graphs 

Data and 
Diagrams 

□ Read Primary and 
Secondary Sources 

□ Draw Conclusions 
□ Read Biographies 
□ Main Idea and Details 
□ Compare and 

contrast Information 
e 

 

□ t 

st, 

□
for social 

studies 
□ Internet Child friendly 

sites – materials, 
activities 

 

ic 
□

□ iptive 
paragraphs – four 
sentences on a 
given topic 

 

Speech 

photographs 

orth 

orld 

 

p 
res 

 Prime Meridian 

 

 

□  

hood 
 

□ rts 
□

organize 
information 

□ Classify/Categoriz
□ Recite poems 
□ Read  illustrations
□ Picture Walks 
□ Predictions 

 Cause and Effec
□ Sequence:  Past, 

Present, Future;  1
2nd, 3rd;  

□ First, Next, Last 
 Vocabulary Word 
Walls    

□ Take Notes using 
note cards:  One 
main idea with two 
or three supporting 
details per card 

□ Topic Books – 
final project 
presented  using 
technology tools 

□ Friendly Letter 
□ Letter to the Editor 
□ Pen Pals - electron

 Personal Glossary 
Picture Book – 
alphabetical order 

□ Shared Writing 
□ Write five sentence  

paragraphs 
□ Write  narrative 

accounts 
□ Write  persuasive 

letters 
 Write descr

 
 
 

□ Retell stories 
□ Choral Reading 
□ Dramatize historical 

events 
□ Poem Recitation 
□ Opinion 
□ Describe 

□ Map title 
 □ Map keys 
□ Map ledged 
□ Picture maps 
□ Map of 

neighborhood 
□ Map of town/city 
□ Map of State 
□ Map of the 50 

 States
□ Map of N

America 
 □ Map of the W
□ History Map 
□ Political Map
□ Locator Map 
□ Landform Ma
□ Hemisphe
□  Latitude
□ Longitude 
□
 

□ Picture 
graphs 

□ Bar graphs
□ Flow chart 
□ Pie Chart 
□ Line Graph 

 Information
charts -  e.g. 
jobs in the 
neighborhood
, school and 
neighbor
helpers, jobs
at home 
 KWL Cha
 Create a  
Chart  - 

□  Read
temperatures 
–Fahrenheit, 
Celsius 

□ Read 
calendar 

□ Two level 
Timelines 

□ Diagrams 
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Reading Skills Writing Skills Speaking Skills Charts and 
Graphs 

ata and 
Diagrams 

Maps and Globe 
Skills 

D

□ Electronic At
□ 

las 

teer  
□ *geographical 

dictionary 
□ Glossary 
□ Index 

□

 for 
ws 

□ Write questions for 
surveys 

□ Create a travel 
journal 

 

 

p 
p 

ap 

Map 
□ Population Map 
□ Scale and 

Distance Maps 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Electronic 
Encyclopedia 

□ Almanac 
□ Gazet

□ Journal Writing 
 Diary Writing 
□ Diary Writing 
□ Write questions

intervie

□ North Pole  
□ South Pole
□ Equator 
□ Elevation Map 
□ Inset Map 
□ Inset Map 
□ Time Zone Ma
□ Precipitation Ma
□ Climate M
□ Transportation 
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Unit One: Geography of New Jersey 

COMES  
 

OUT VOCABULARY RESOURCES
 

Geography 6.6 
Geography of New Jersey 

r countries, continents, 
and mountain ranges of 

□ Understand the   time zones of the United 
States 

□ Locate time zones, latitude, longitude, 
and the global grid as they relate to New 
Jersey 

□ Identify the majo
bodies of water, 
New Jersey 

□ Identify the major cities of New Jersey 
 

Geography 6.6 
 

Natural Regions of New Jersey 
□ Identify the characteristics used to def

geographic region 
ine a 

e the geography of the Central 
Corridor/Piedmont region 
 Describe the geography of the Highlands 
 Describe the geography of the Appalachian 
Ridge and V

□ ize th s of each 

 
 

□ Describe the physical and human 
characteristics of each region in New 
Jersey: 

□ Describe the geography of the Atlantic 
Costal Plain 

□ Describ

□
□

alley region 
e main characteristicSynthes

region 

Time Zones of the United States 
From east to west:  Atlantic, Eastern, Central, 

Mountain, Pacific Alaskan, Hawaii  , 
 
 

Geography Review from K-2 
Whenever you talk about any geographic site 
always situate th ms of location. 

North America, South America, Europe, Asia, 
Africa, Austr

Four Oceans 
Arctic 

North Pole, South Pole, Equator, Prime 

Cardinal D  East, West 
Intermediate Directions  Northeast, Southeast, 

Gl ss

e place in ter
 

Hemisphere 
Northern, Southern, Eastern, Western 

Seven Continents 

alia, Antarctica 
 

Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, 
 

Maps and Globes 

Meridian,  
 

Compass Rose 
irections:  North, South,

: 
Northwest, Southwest 

 
obal Addre

Latitude 
Longitude 

Map Terms 
Map Title, Map Symbols, Map Color Keys, 

 Map Grid, Map Scale

ry 
grades be taught through an abundance of 

 

It is expected that Social Studies in the prima

literature:  Fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 
 
Social Studies should be integrated into the 
reading classes, social studies, and science 

Social Studies be taught by 
the use of interviews, site visits, software, 

and religion classes. 
 
It is expected that 

music and art.    
 
It is expected that Social Studies is taught by 
using some of the vast resources on the 
Internet 
 
It is expected that Social Studies is taught by 
he use of individual and small group t

projects, Webquests…
 
 
 

Textbooks 
 

 Scott Foresman:  New Jersey –2008 
 Houghton Mifflin – New Jersey Studies - 2008 

 



OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Geography 6.6 

C uno ties 
□ Identify the counties of New Jersey 
nd point out key landmarks and rich 

 the counties 
 
Lan

a
resources of

dforms 
□ Describe the major landforms of New 
Jersey 
 

Waterforms 
 □ w 

 

We

Describe the major waterforms of Ne
Jersey 

 
ather and Climate 
 □

y 

□ Explain how climate, location and 
physical surroundings affect everyday 
life in New Jersey 

□ Identify different types of dangerous 
weather in New Jersey 

□ Describe how past natural weather 
hazards effected people’s lives 

Geog rsey

Describe the climate and weather of  
New Jersey 

□ Illustrate how climate affects the wa
people live in New Jersey 

raphic Regions of New Je  

tl

 

 
A antic Costal Plain, Central 
Corridor/Piedmont, Highlands, Appalachian 

Ridge and Valley  

Counties of New Jersey 
 

Atlantic, Bergen, Burlington, Camden, 
Cape May Cumberland, Essex, Gloucester, 

Hudson, Hunterdon, Mercer 
Middlesex, Mercer, Monmouth, Morris, 

Ocean, Passaic, Salem, Somerset, Sussex, 
Union,  Warren 

 
Ne sw Jersey Major Landform  

Mountains, valleys, highlands, ridges, plateaus, 
is

New

land, lowlands, mountain range, basin, cliff, 
delta, 

 
Mountains:  Appalachian, Kittatinny , Watchung 

Pinelands  Barrier Islands 
 

Beaches:  Atlantic, Ocean City, Cape May 
 

 Jersey Major Waterforms 
Ocean, la , harbor, 

w Jersey

kes, rivers, streams, waterfalls
port, sea, swamp, tributary 

 
Jersey Shore:  Sandy Hook to Cape May 

Lake Hopatcong 
 

Major Cities in Ne  
, 

y, Jersey City, Paterson, Fort Lee, 
land area 

An inquiry-oriented activity in which most or 
mation used by students is 

online. Webquest  gives  links necessary to 
omplete the project 

 
EST 

□
□
□
□ 

Evaluation  

Webquests for elementary students do 
yourself a favor and read from the ‘father of 

about. 

Bernie Dodge

Newark, New Brunswick, Elizabeth, Trenton
Camden, Plainfield, Atlantic City, Ocean City, 
Cape Ma

Brown Mills in the Pine

Webquests 
 

What is a webquest? 

all of the infor

c

BUILDING BLOCKS OF A WEBQU

 Introduction  
 Task  
 Process  
Resources  

□ 
□ Conclusion For a full explanation of 

the webquest” what exactly they are all 

, San Diego State University 

http://webquest.sdsu.edu/about_webquests
.html
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Na rces:  

 
Z

 

 
Nonrenew

coal, 
petroleum 

Pollution, erosion, wea ering, water disposal, 
air quality 

 

 
 
 

 

How d  
opic?

1. Googl

3. 

 

http://eduscapes.com/sessions/travel/k3webqu

o you find Webquests on any
 t

e them! 
2. Type in any topic you want.  e.g. 

Webquests on the Lenape Indians 
You will be taken to a site rich with 
primary and secondary resources, 
activities, tasks, and games…. 

Best Webquests  

ests.htm
 

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/thismonth/dem
ocracy/index1.html

 
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/

 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_counties

_in_New_Jersey
 
Excellent site for activities: 

alstudiesfowww.soci rkids.com
 

These are excellent ites for lessons, 

udi

s
pictures, activities 
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/curriculum/soc_st

es/elem/eleme

tural Resou  
 

□  

 

e natural resources 

□

□

□ Describe  the natural resources of New
Jersey 
 Differentiate between living and non-living
natural resources of New Jersey 

□ Explain why resources are either renewal or
non-renewable 

□ Describe the uses of th
of New Jersey 
 Explain the nature, characteristics and 
distribution of renewable and 
nonrenewable resources that we have in 
New Jersey 
 Explain the role and use of resources in 
every day life of the students in New Jersey 

 
Environmental Issues 
 □ Discuss environmental issues that we 

 as it relates to New Jersey 
(Christie T. Whitman) 

□ Show how you as a concerned citizen of the 
Earth care for the environment:  Reuse, 
Recycle, Reduce 

 

must be concerned about in New Jersey 
□ Explore the issue of conservation of our 

resources here in New Jersey 
□ Understand the role of the Environmental 

Protection Act

 Natural Resources of NJ 
inc, granite, crushed stone, farmland, fish, 

water, trees 

Renew
 Trees, water, soil… 

able Resources 

able Resources 
 zinc, granite, sand, fossil fuels…

 
Environment Issues of NJ 

th

 
Dioxins in the water 
e.g. Passaic River 

Environment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ntary.htm
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/seqlps/sudisplay.asp?

SUID=269
http://classroom.jc-schools.net/basic/socst.html

 

 
Reuse 

Rec cle 
New Jersey Catholic School Students Go Green 
As a long term project study one environmental y

Reduce New Jersey History Museum 
http://www. -

issue in your local area that needs to be 
addressed.  Thro iews, surveys, censusfinder.com/new-jerseyugh research, interv
reports, evaluation come to some sensible ways to 
address the issue. 

 
historical-museums.htm
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_counties_in_New_Jersey
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/curriculum/soc_studies/elem/elementary.htm
http://www.censusfinder.com/new-jersey-historical-museums.htm
http://www.censusfinder.com/new-jersey-historical-museums.htm


Unit Two:  Economics in the State of New Jersey – Present and Past 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Economics 6.5 
 
Wants and Needs 
 
Review the concepts of K-3 as they 

nect with New Jersey 
t 

con

� 
and in the life of your family 

 Give examples of families having to 

� 
 they can 

afford. Give examples 

were greater than our natural resources 

 
pending and Saving

� Describe how New Jersey families mee
their basic needs 
Contrasts wants and needs in your life 

�
measure ‘opportunity costs’ when it 
comes to a vacation at the Jersey shore 
Assess the consequences of people in 
New Jersey wanting more than

 
 
� Describe what life would be like here in 

New Jersey if our wants and needs 

could provide. Give examples 

S  

 Explain why wanting more than you can 
have requires you to make economic 
choices 

ce between saving, 

 
 

Opportu ty costs 

ed 

Black yonne 

 to use 
th r 

 
�

� Explain the differen
spending and earning money 

 
Wants 
Needs 

ni
 

Natural resources 
 

Economic choices 
 

Saving, spending and earning 
 

Produces 
Consumers 
Economy 

Traditional, command and mix
markets 

 
Free markets 

 
Production 

Assembly line 
Labor 
Wage 

Capital 
Profit 

 
 

Gold Refine y (oil) – Ba
Standard Oil of New Jersey

r
 

Port Newark/Elizabeth 
 
 
 

Provide Materials for the students’ 
projects: 

 
Wall murals 
Scrapbooks 

My Family’s Customs Book 
Mobile 

Interview templates 
 

Begin to teach the students how
e wealth of resources available fo
understanding our global world: 

 
Electronic Atlas  

Electronic encyclopedias 
e.g. www.sfsocialstudies.com

 
Important Site for Social Studies 

Teachers: National Council of Social 
Studies Teachers: 

http://www.socislstudies.org
 

Begin to make use of the incredible 
y documents of yprimar our 

neighborhood from your county 
 historical society

e.g. 
http://resources.rootsweb.com/usa

/NJ/middlesex/
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http://resources.rootsweb.com/usa/NJ/middlesex/
http://www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/youthdevelopment/DA6116.html


OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
 
 
Goods and Services 
� Sequence steps in producing 

something you really want that is factory 
made. e.g. clothing 

� Distinguish the difference between 
producers and consumers 

� Define economy 
contra� st traditional, command and 
mixed economies 

 Define: production, assembly line, labor, 
wage, capital and profit  in connection 

� 

lly 

 
 

�

with factories and mills 
Explain the concept of a free market 

� Explain how supply and demand effect 
the price you pay for games you rea
want 

Jobs 
� Describe the rise of  factories in the 

economy of New Jersey 
� Identify the contributions of the major 

ustries in New Jersey for the 

 
d 

in 

 

Tr

ind
economy of New Jersey: Tourism, 
shipping, pharmaceutical, research,
computer programming, finance an
insurance, real estate  

� Describe the importance of farming 
the history of New Jersey 

 
ade 

 
 

Iron Plantations in NJ 
Blacksmiths, iron ore or bog ore 

Re ce 
F s 

ne ur
u r

wable reso
rnaces/smelte

Mines 
Pig oil 

 
Camden actoriesF  

Steel Pe erbrook 

Cloth F ctories 

Irrigation  farming 

oduction 

Geologist 

n Factory – Richard Est
Camden Iron Works 

Lumber Mills 
Carriage Factories 

a
Woolen Mills 

 
Campbell Soup – Camden 

 
Charles Seabrook 

 system –
Seabrook Farms 

 
Elizabeth White – blueberry pr

 
Robert Wood Johnson 
Johnson and Johnson 

 
Farming 

 
George Hammell 

Soil 
Crops/harvest 

East Coast gateway to the World 
Ocean  Carriers 

Import and Export Products 
 

Great site for money projects: 
 

http://www.extension.umn.edu/distributi
on/youthdevelopment/DA6116.html

 
 

Games for Social Studies: Economic 
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.co

m/subjects
 
 
 

Webquest:  Economy 

http://www.mone r.com/elementar
 

yinstructo
y.asp

 
Lesson Plans on Wants and Needs: 

goods and Services 
 

htt gop://www.moneyinstructor.com/wsp/
ods.asp

 
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/SSOW

antsAndNeeds-
WithMagazinePics12/html

 
Google: History of Farming in New 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jersey
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http://www.moneyinstructor.com/elementary.asp
http://www.moneyinstructor.com/elementary.asp
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/SSOWantsAndNeeds-WithMagazinePics12/html
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/SSOWantsAndNeeds-WithMagazinePics12/html
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/SSOWantsAndNeeds-WithMagazinePics12/html


OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
�  

ra

Explain the importance of the ports in
New Jersey for trade – domestic and 
international 

 
nsportationT  

� Describe the development of 
New Jersey 

� 
s 

 in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s 

is a leader in 

 
Co

transportation networks in 
connect the development of 
transportation with the growth of citie
and factories 

� Explain why New Jersey 
transportation in the Northeast 

mmunication 
Chart the development of 
communication networks 

� 
 in New 

 
Scientists and Inventions

Jersey the United States form the late 
1800s onward 

 
� Identify and discuss New Jersey 

citizens: the scientist and inventors 
whose early, major scientific discoveries 
and inventions developed and changed 
lives then and now 

� Trace the impact of inventions  on our 
daily lives – since the start of the 20th 

  
 

Air nal) 
Highw rsey 

Camden/Amboy Railroad 

Morse Code 
Samuel Morse and Alfred Vail 

 
Oil pipelines in Bayonne 

 
 

Thomas Edison 

 
 

 

Harbor, a vital source for regional commerce 

 
 
 

History of Transportation  and 
Communication 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

century 

Bridges (George Washington…) 
port (Newark Liberty Internatio

ays w Je (Garden State, Ne
Turnpike 

 

 
Telegraph 

 
 

 
 
 
 

An aerial view of the New York-New Jersey 

and growth. 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Note Well:  Do our early history from the 
First New Jersey People up to and including 
the start on the independent America.  
Grades 5 and 7 will take up the story of our 
heritage 
 
It is important that our early heritage is 
presented in and through an abundance of 
literature and art.  The meanings of our 
turning points in American History are best 
captured and retained through stories. 

 
Historical Turning Points 6.4 

 
History:  First New Jersey People:  Lenape  

me to live in our area. 

 How did the  lives of 
the Lenape I

□ Describe th culture 
□ Discover what the 

and celebrations
about their f

□ Examine pictures of artif e Native 
ning and use. 

□ In understanding the First People of New 
Jersey explain how and why the Lenape 
Native Americans ca

□ How did the land of New Jersey affect the 
lives of the Lenape Indians? 

□ environment affect the
ndians? 

e culture of the Lenape 
stories, artifacts, songs 

 of the Lenape people told 
amily life. 

acts of th
Americans.  Explain their mea

 

 

Native Americans 

Natural resources 

Lenape Native Americans 
 
 
 

Food 
Clothing 
Shelter 

 
Climate 

 
Stories 
Tales 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colonists 
 

Religious freedom 
 

Food 
Shelter 

Cold 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenape Native Americans 
http://www.lenapeindians.com/

 
Wonderful webquest on the Lenape  

http://currlinks.prs.k12.nj.us3-
5/Lenape.html

 
Another webquest on Lenape 

http://www.usgennet.org/usa/nj/state/
lenape.html

 
American Girl Lesson Plans on 

colonial life 
Google: American Girl Colonial 

Period 
http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/

un #bite/1997/3/97.03.05.x.html
 

The Library of Congress has 
incredible primary and secondary 
sources – photographs, timelines, 

and stories 
 

Google: Americas library 
 

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgibin
/page.cgi/jb/colonial 
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http://www.usgennet.org/usa/nj/state/lenape.html


OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Hi olonists:story:  European C  

□  

□

lture on 
lers – and with the English 

□
 

□

  Native Americans and the 

□ Describe the earliest European explorations 
of New Jersey 
 Discuss the reasons why the colonists
settled on the shores of the east coast  
 Describe the problems these settlers 
encountered when they first came to New 
Jersey. 

□ Explore the impact of the Dutch cu
the first sett
control of the area 
 Relate the causes and effect of New Jersey 
being transferred from the Dutch  to English
control 
 Identify the causes and effects of New 
Jersey’s division into West Jersey and East 
Jersey and the colony’s reunion 

□ Discover how the Dutch remains alive in 
New Jersey today 

History:
European Settlers: 

 Identify the effects the increased contact □
 

f the 
s 

□ e importance of farms in early 

□

□ e 
Americans and the first settlers worked 

H n 

Sir G teret 

 

) 

 

Lifestyle 

 

between the Native Americans and the
European settlers 

□ Compare and contrast  the lifestyles o
Native Americans and the European settler
 Describe th
New Jersey. 
 Trace the development of transportation in 
early New Jersey and show how it changed 
the lives of the settlers and the Native 
American 
 Discover the wonderful ways the Nativ

together to improve their lives. 

Dutch culture 
 

Culture 
English Colonists 

 
Dutch 

 
en ory Huds

 
 

Conflict 
Cooperation 

John Fenwick 
William Penn 

Burlington 
Quaker 

Tolerance 
Perth mboy A

eorge Car
Sir Philip Carteret 

Dutch 
Bergen (Jersey City

 
Steuben House – Bergen County

 

Settlers 
Farms 

Transportation 
 

John Woolman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Short history of colonial New Jersey 
http://www.usahistory.infor/colonies/n

ew-jersey.html
 

This woul
combine teaching students how to 

urces 
 why 

ng from an electronic 
article: 
1) Give the information you want a     
title.
2) 
3) Wri  
sentences 

 

d be a good time to 

take notes from electronic reso
and what plagiarism means and
it is totally unacceptable. 

 
 
 
 

Note talki

 e.g. Colonial homes 
Write one main sentence 

te two supporting detail

 
Title 

 
Main Idea – One sentence

 
One detail – one sentence 

 
One detail – one sentence 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
History:  New Jersey and the American 
Revolution: 
□ Explain what taxes are , how they are 

collected, and how the money collected is 

e 

□ e 

□ outbreak of the American 

  New Jersey’s Loyalists and 

used 
□ Discuss the problems the colonists wer

having with the British  over taxes 
 Explain just why the colonists resisted thos
British taxes 
 Discuss the 
Revolution with William Franklin, royal 
governor of New Jersey, at the helm. 

 
History:
Patriots 
□ Explain the colonial resistance to the British 

taxes 
 Debate the viewpoints of the □ Loyalists and 

□ ns why revolutionary 
 Thomas 

□ ments of this First 

Second Continental Congress 
 

 

 

First ress 

 

M r 
 

Patriots 
□ Show how the Patriots and the Loyalists 

expressed and supported their views 
 Discuss the reaso
leaders, George Washington,
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin and Governor 
William Livingston fought for independence 
from England 

□ Explain the sequence of events that led to 
the First Continental Congress 
 Explain the accomplish
Congress 

□ Explain the sequence of events that led to 
the 

□ Explain the accomplishments of the 
Second Continental  Congress 

 

 
French and Indian War 

Boston Tea Party
Lexington and Concord, MA 

Stamp Act 
Quartering Act 

boycott 
 

Taxes 
Taxation 
Regiment 

Rebel 
Repeal 

 
Preamble 
Loyalists 
Patriots 

Revolution 
American Revolution 

Continental Congress 
William Livingston 

 
 Continental Cong

Revenue 
Repeal 
Boycott 

Ban 
Second Continental Congress 

Battles 
Battle of Trenton 

Battle of Princeton 
Hessians 

George Washington 
Christmas 1776 

Battle of Monmouth 
olly Pitche

Colonel Tey
Mary Ludwig 
Betsy Ross 

 
 
 

 
 

Begin to use Primary documents for historical 
turning points in American history: 

 
Primary Document 
Letters, diaries, speeches, interviews 
 
Sometimes primary documents are not 

Secondary available so you have to use 
Documents – second a hand accounts of a 
turning point: 

 
Biography, newspaper account, historical 
fiction… 
 
Primary Resources on the constitution 
http://www.usconstitutio .netn
Excellent site for children’s understanding 
of the Bill of 
http:/ tion 

Rights 
ongressforkids.net//www.c constitu

billofright.html
 
 

Virtual Field Trips – New Jersey 
Resources 

New Jersey Kids page  
http://www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/  

State of New Jersey Government Site  
http://www.state.nj.us/  

New Jersey State Museum  
http://www.state.nj.us/state/museum/  

 
w set.com/

US Equestrian Team Headquarters 
http://ww .u  

l  New Jersey Balloon Festiva
http://balloonfestival.com
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Hi Independence:story:  We Declare  

ding 
Declaration of 

 in 

 

 
History:  And the Battles Did Begin:

□ Describe the sequence of events lea
to the drafting of the 
Independence 

□ Discuss  the Declaration of 
Independence as a major document 
American history 

□ Identify the key principles, beliefs, and 
ideas expressed in the Declaration of 
Independence 

□ Describe the reasons that Revolutionary 
leaders fought for independence from 
England 

  
e □ Describe the sequence of events during th

Battle of Trenton, Battle of Princeton, 
Battle of Monmouth 

□ Discuss some of New Jersey players in the 
American Revolution 

□ Explain New Jersey’s important role during the 
American Revolution’ 

History:  And Democracy is Born 
 Describe the sequence of events during the □

□ nd 

□ ic plan for 

press 
democratic principles and beliefs 

Declaration of ndependence 

Independence Hall – PA 

NJ Signers o ation: 

“Government o he people and 
by the people” 

New Jersey Delegates to the Constitutional 
Convent  William 

Paterson, W vid Brearly, 

Sep ers 
Chec ces 

Ex h 
Le ch 

Judicial Branch 
Statue stice 

Override 
t  

Challenges 

The New lossus

Constitutional Convention 
 

 Explain democracy and describe the virtues a
benefits of it as compared to an authoritarian 
government 

 Describe how the Constitution is a bas
the United States government 

□ Identify the United States Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights as key documents that ex

 
 

Valley Forge 
I

Principals 
Beliefs 

Tho rson mas Jeffe
Benjamin Franklin 

 
f the Declar

John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson,  John 
Hart, Abraham Clark 

Treason 
Democracy 

 
f the people, for t

ion: William Livingston,
illiam Houston, Da
J  onathan Dayton
James Madison 

 
 

aration of Pow
nks and Bala

ecutive Branc
gislative Bran

 of Ju
Veto 

Amendmen
Bill of Rights 

Immigration  
 

 
 

o C  

 

A e 

Glows world-wi come; her mild eyes 

With silent lips. “give your tired, your 

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe 

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
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By Emma Lazarus 

Engraved on the Statue of Liberty
 

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame, 
With conquering limbs astride from land to 

land; 
 

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall 
stand 

 
mighty woman with a torch, whose flam

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name 
Mother of Exiles. 

 
 From her beacon-hand 

de wel
command 

 
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities 

frame. 
 

“Keep ancient lands, your storied pomp!” 
cries she 

 
me 

poor,  

free,  

 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to 

me,  
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” 

 
 
 
 
 



OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
History:  The Immigrant Experience in 
New Jersey’s Cities 
□ Compare and contrast the challenges 

immigrants faced in their home countries 
and in New Jersey 
 

the 

□ ps 

□  

etter to the Governor of New 
Jersey in Trenton. asking about the 
immigrants’ history in New Jersey 

□ Describe what the New Jersey Legislature 
– New Jersey General Assembly and the 
New Jersey Senate- has done for 
immigrant rights in New Jersey 

□ Identify services commonly provided by the 
State Government to the immigrants 

 
Civics 6.2

Understand the reasons that various grou
immigrated to New Jersey  
 Discuss the immigrant experiences at Ellis
Island and living conditions  for these early 
immigrants to America 

□ Compose a l

 
State Government 
□ Delineate the respective roles of the three 

branches of the state governments 
□ Discuss how the State Constitution 

describes how our  state government is 
organized a
power of the go

□ governmental bodies 
act of 

□

 

Factor  jobs 

 Jersey 
New Jersey Ge eral Assembly 

R

http://w gout_nj/

 
This is a great ‘hangout’ for New Jersey  

students: 
ww.state.nj.us/han

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ellis Island 
y

Sweatshops 
discrimination 
Emma Lazarus 

Statue of Liberty 
 

Governor of New
n

New Jersey Senate 
Immigrant Services 

 
Trenton 
Capitol 

Hangout NJ, the state Web site for kids, 

provides the cartoon history of New Jersey, 

NJ facts and symbols, games, information 

about state history, ... 
  

 

Governor Corzine of New Jersey  

 

 
Government services: 

Safety and Security 
Education 

ecreation 
Transportation 

 

nd how it defines and limits the 
vernment 

Discuss how state  
make decisions and explain the imp
those decisions on school and community 
life 
 Identify major services provided by state 
government 

 

 
New Jersey Legislature for  

elem ts: 
s/kids/in

entary studen
http://www.njleg.state.nj.u

dex.asp
 ‘ 
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 VO RY RESOURCES OUTCOME CABULA
 

National Government 

 Identify the fundamental values and principles
of American democracy expressed in the: 
Pledge of Allegiance, Declaration of 

 
□  

 

□
n values and beliefs: Statue of Liberty, 

Statue of Justice, American Flag, National 

iefs, 
e, 

s, 
American 

 
Civics 6.2

Independence, U.S. Constitution, Bill of Rights,
First New Jersey constitution 
 Explain the significance of symbols of 
America

Anthem 
□ Describe how American values and bel

equal opportunity, fairness to all, equal justic
separation of church and state) right 
guaranteed by the U.S. constitution and Bill of 
Rights, contribute to the continuation and 
improvement of American democracy. 

□ Evaluate the importance of traditions, value
beliefs which form a common 
heritage in an increasingly diverse American 
society 

 
Rights – Citizens 
□  Retell storie

o escribe their 
to our state 

□ 
e 

Values and Principles 

First New nstitution 

 
Democracy 

Pledge of Allegiance,  
Declaration of independence 

US Constitution 
Bill of Rights 

 Jersey co
 

Values 
Beliefs 

 
Separation of church and state 

 
Traditions 

 
reedom Seekers 

 
Ne aul 

New Jersey born Mary Philbrook 

ersey 

Colonial Williamsb

w Jersey born Alice Stokes P
Suffrage Movement 

 

19th Amendment 
 

 
 

urg has 
wonderful resources: 

http://www.history.org/ 
 

 
American Eagle 

 
 

nship requirements: Citize
 

18 years old 
racter 

Knowl istory and 

nited 
States 

Good cha
Read, Write and Speak English 

Maria DeCastro – Puerto Rican born 
s of brave women, 
ur state history. D

freedom Worked for the education of the Latino 
community in New J

 
Monsignor William J. linder 

Newark 
Public Housing 

 
Millicent Hammond Fenwick 

Congresswoman 

seekers  in 
contribution 

□ Describe the different rights  new citizens 
have in your home family, school family, 
community family 
Describe the requirements for United States 
Citizenship for the immigrants 

□ Demonstrate ways you can be a responsibl
citizens 

edge of American h
government 

Take an oath of allegiance to the U
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UNIT THREE: VALUES, PRINCIPLES, DEMOCRACY OF THE UNITED STATES  
  R S OUTCOMES VOCABULARY ESOURCE

Civics 6.2 
Music 

lly don’t have a 
state song 
 Sing the song America 
 Sing The Star Spangled Banner       – Our 
National Anthem 

□ Sing the song Yankee Doodle 
□ Sing the song America the Beautiful 
□ Sing the song You’re a Grand Old Flag 
 
□ Enjoy the music of famous residents of New 

Jersey 
 
ART

□ Listen to the state song of New Jersey: “I’m 
From New Jersey.  Explain why some 
people might say we rea

□
□

 
 
□ Study the art of George Innes; Benjamin 

Lawrence West to get an idea of 
New Jersey 

http://www.a

W d 

a   

I' t 

 
 

If you want g antic City or 

Then there is Trenton, Princeton, and Fort 
Monmouth, they all made history. 

ng, 

lipsburg, 
or Hoboken will steal your heart away. 

r
 

William Penn’s treaty with the Indians 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George Innes 
Dela  

 
Jacob Lawrence  

Daybreak – A  Time to Rest 

and Jacob 
early life in 

 
 
 

 

Listen to the state song  I’m From New 
Jersey 

boutnewjersey.com/editorials/state
Song_3_15_04.php 

I know of a state that's a perfect playland with 
white sandy beaches by the sea;  

ith fun-filled mountains, lakes and parks, an
folks with hospitality;  

With historic towns where battles were fought, 
nd presidents have made their home;

It's calle nd tout it d New Jersey, and I toast a
wherever I may roam. 'Cause . . . 

M FROM NEW JERSEY and I'm proud abou
it, I love the Garden State. 

I'M FROM NEW JERSEY and I want to shout 
it, I think it's simply great. 

All of the other states throughout the nation 
may mean a lot to some;  

But I wouldn't want another, Jersey is like no
other, I'm glad that's where I'm from.

Second Chorus 
lamour, try Atl

Wildwood by the sea;  

Each little town has got that certain somethi
from High Point to Cape May;  

And some place like Mantoloking, Phil

Paul Robeson  
Frank Sinatra 
Four Seasons 
Frankie Valli 
uce Springteen B

 

Benjamin W st – Painter e

 

ware Water Gap 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 

Civics 6.2 
 

Holidays 
□ Understand the ate as a 

nation 
□ Retell storie . 

“I Have a Dream
 
 
Symbols of our Country

holidays we celebr

s about Martin Luther King, Jr
” 

: 
morials, monuments and building □ Identify me

connected to our American Identity. 
□ Understand some of the symbols that 

represent the United State 
□ Identify the motto of the United States 

 
 
 

Throughout the school year through stories, 
songs, rituals and videos celebrate each and 
every national holiday – w

nal Holidays

ith meaning. 
 

Natio  
us 

King, Jr. Day,

Memorial Day, July 4th  Labor Day, Columb
Day, Veterans’ Day, Thanksgiving, Martin Luther 

 Presidents’ Day 
Celebrations 

Cinco de Ma
May Day  
Black History 
Women’s Histo
Chinese New Y
Kwanzaa 
Thanksgiving, Nativ ns, Pilgrims 
 

yo 

Month - January 
ry Month - March 
ear 

e America

National Landmarks 
 

Wa nt 
J l 
shington Monume
eff riaerson Memo
Lincoln Memorial 
Mo re unt Rushmo
Capitol Building 

 
Symbols 

Statue of Libe les of Justice 
 

Stars an  Strips 

Presidential Seal 
Liberty Bell 
Uncle Sam 
S. 

 

Scales of Justice 
 

rty; Sca
Pledge of Allegiance

Flag 
d

Bald eagle 

 

New
 

 Jersey State Seal 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Jersey State Flag 

 
  

U. Currency 
 

Motto 
“In God We Trust” 
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SOCIAL ST
RECALL/ 

COMPREHE

UD DS; A

 

NSION APPLICATION ON 

IES STANDAR STRATEGIES ND ASSESSME

 SYNTHESES

NTS 

 EVALUATI ANALYSIS

WORD 
/Respond:  

n 

Generalize:  Life today Draw Conclusion; 
tch m 

Rate:  Non-fiction books on 
fe in 

Read/Listen
Nonfiction stories with a NJ 
setting – both long ago and i
the present 

in New Jersey with life 
in colonial days 

Why the Du
settled in NJ 

Compose:  An ad 
inviting people fro
another country to 
the Jersey Shore 

the same topic about li
NJ long ago 

LOGIC 
Map:  Global address of New Measure:  Distances 

 
ap 

Compare/Contrast 

sent 

Create:  Brochure Scale:  Best qualities of NJ 
Jersey from one region in NJ

with another using m
scales 

Political and 
Physical maps of 
NJ – past/pre

of a region in NJ 
pointing out key 
features 

PICTURE 

f Lenape 
Indians – write five 

out 
ct 

Role Play:  Colonial 
children at play 

Compare/Contrast 
Art work of 

Imagine:  You were 
an explorer to NJ.  

r  

Select:  Most troubling 
learning about immigrants in 

Sketch:  Artifacts o

descriptive sentences ab
each artifa

colonial period of 
history 

Report you
experience upon 
arrival 

factory jobs in NJ 

BODY 
Field Trip:  Historical site in 
NJ.  Write five descriptive 
sentences about your visit 

Role Play;  Family life 
in the colonial 
settlement 

Viewpoints of the 
Loyalists vs. the 
Patriots 

Evaluate:  Best Class 
Constitution 

Examine:  Construct:  Class 
Constitution 

MUSIC 

Listen/sing:  Songs from 
early America 
http://www.earlyamerica.com/
music/billyboy.mid
 

st Respond:  Songs of 
early America 

Compare/contra
songs of early 
America 

Compose:  New 
song of early 
America 

Evaluate:  Class songs of 
arly America e

PEOPLE 

Discuss:  Bill of Rights for 
Students 

Respond:  My most 
important right 

Compare/contrast:  
Rights of students 
today with those 
of early America 

Generate 
questions: 
Ask grandparents 
or older neighbors 
about life in NJ 
when they were 
young 

Conclude;  Most interesting 
thing I learned during the 
unit on Citizenship 

SELF 
Write:  Report on impact on 
growth of cities in NJ on the 
environment 

Select:  Favorite poem 
about the growth of 
cities in NJ 

Select:  Best 
human interest 
story about the 
early immigrants 

Design:  Medal of 
Achievement for a 
notable citizen 

Decide; Which right is most 
important to me.  Why? 
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GRADE THREE 
 
 
 
 

FAMILIES 
 

 

GEOGRAPHY SKILLS 

SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS NEIGHBORS

LIFE LONG AGO GOVERNMENT

 
 

HELPERS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORK ENVIRONMENT
 

RULES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Social Studies Skills:  6.1 
*Social Studies Skills need to be used throughout the study of the units and across the curriculum. 

Reading Skills Writing Skills Maps and Globe 
Skills 

Charts and 
Graphs 

Data and 
Diagrams 

□ Draw Conclusions 
□ Read Biographies 
□ d Details Main Idea an
□ Retell stories 
□ Compare and contr

Information 
ast 

ize 

Present, 
rd;  

□ lls    

– materials, activities 
□ Electronic Atlas 
□ Electronic Encyclo
□ Almanac 
□ Dramatize h

□

cture 

about a 

□

pic  
nal 

interviews 
□ Write questions for surveys 

/city 

erica 
orld 

 Locator Map 
□ Landform Map 
 

d, 

s, jobs at 

□ art  

information 

□ Classify/Categor
□ Recite poems 
□ Use illustrations 
□ Picture Walks 
□ Predictions 
□ Cause and Effect 
□ Sequence:  Past, 

Future;  1st, 2nd, 3
□ First, Next, Last 

 rd WaVocabulary Wo
for social studies 

□ Choral Reading 
□ Internet Child friendly sites 

 Topic Books – final project 
presented  using 
technology tools 

□ Friendly Letter 
□ Letter to the Editor 
□ Pen Pals - electronic 
□ Personal Glossary Pi

Book – alphabetical order 
□ Shared Writing 
□ Write  four sentences  

topic 
□   narrative accounts 
□ Write  persuasive letters 

 Write descriptive 
paragraphs – four sentences 
on a given to

□ Social Studies Jour
Writing 

□ Diary Writing 
□ Write questions for 

 

□ Use directions – up, 
down… 

□ Map title 
□ Map keys 
□ Picture maps 
□ hood Map of neighbor
□ Map of town
□ Map of State 
□ Map of the 50 St tes a
□ h AmMap of Nort
□ Map of the W
□ History Map 
□ Political Map 
□

□ Picture graphs 
□ Bar graphs 
□ Flow chart 
□ Pie Chart 
□ Line Graph 
□ Information 

charts -  e.g. 
jobs in the 
neighborhoo
school and 
neighborhood 
helper
home 

□ KWL Charts 
 Create a  Ch
- organize 

□ Read 
temperatures -
Fahrenheit 

□ Read calendar 
□ Timelines 
□ Diagrams 
 

 
 

(How to Make a 
Time Line and 
Timelines through 
history 
http://www.socialst
udiesforkids.com/) 

pedia □ Create a travel journal 

istorical events 
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UNIT ONE:  Celebrate Communit ies Here – There – Then – Now! 

   
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES
History:6.4 
 

ultiple Cultures and Ethnic Groups iM n 
communities 
� Define culture; define ethnic group 
� Describe the cultural groups that live 

together in your city because of religion, 
language, ethnic heritage, customs, 

and 
s and values 

s, 

 cultural celebration enrich the 

traditions 
� Discuss how cultural groups express 

transmit their culture, belief
through oral tradition , literature, songs and 
cultural celebrations 

� Compare and contrast cultural 
celebrations in your city…holiday
birthdays, and weddings... 

� Explain how
entire community 

� Describe the meaning of different 
religious/cultural celebrations 

 
Immigration 
� Discuss the reasons why various groups, 

� nts 
n a new country 

voluntarily or involuntarily immigrated  to 
America and New Jersey 
 Describe some of the problems immigra
have/had in settling i

Prejudice and Discrimination 
� Assess the problem of prejudice between 

and among the members of your community. 
Give examples of how you can work to 

ejudice 
discrimination  

/cquest/

break this pr
� Discuss the problem of 

because of race or culture 
 

Culture 
Ethnic groups site: 

http://www.ipl.org/div
 

Example of Ethnic Culture 
Chinese 
Hispanic 

Indian 
Haitian 

Japanese 
 

Cultural Celebrations 
Cinco de Mayo 
at arSt. P ade 

 Year 

As ar 

rick’s Day P
Chinese New

Haitian flag Day 
Indian Sankranti Harvest Fest 

ian New Ye
Mardi Gras 

 
Religious or Cultural Celebrations 

 in the 

Christmas 
Ramadan 
Hanukkah 
Kwanzaa 

 
Immigrant, Immigration 

 
Prejudice 

Discrimination 
 
 
 
 

 
It is expected that Social Studies
primary grades be taught through an 
abundance of literature: Fiction, non-
fiction and poetry. 
 
Soc ia l  S tud ies  shou ld  be  
in tegrated  into the reading classes, 
social studies, and science and relig
lasses. 

ion 
c
 
It is expected that Social Studies be taught 
by the use of interviews, site visits, 
software, music and art. 

 

 
It is expected that Social Studies is taught 
by using some of the vast resources on the
Internet 
 
 
It is expected that Social Studies is taught 
by the use of individual and small group 
project, Webquests… 
 

Textbooks 

acmillan/McGraw Hill: Communities 2009 
 
Scott Foresman: Here We Go – 2008 
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M

Harcourt: People and Communities – 2007 

Houghton Mifflin: communities – 2008 
 



OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
History 6.4 
Communities from Afar 
Note: Choose two or three communities from 
outside the United States that have special 
meaning to you and your students.  Let your 
classroom become those communities during 
the course of your study.  Through Literature- 
fiction, non-fiction and poetry; through the art, 
music and dance of the people; through 
interviews with parents, grandparents, friends 
share stories about life in the country; through 
the adventures of the Internet. Let the students 
see the similarities and differences between 
communities.  

mples: Tokyo, New Delhi, Mexico City, Exa
London, Baghdad, Rio de Janeiro 
 

�

 of your American 

�
eir significance 

 

religion, language, ethnic heritage, customs, 
traditions 
 Describe the natural resources  and how 

in your city of choice 

� Retell stories that show the values, the 
ideas, and the traditions of the people 
 Appraise some of the art, literature and 
music from your city afar 

� Describe and explain variations  in the 
physical environment 
cities: climate, landforms, natural resources, 
natural hazards 
 Identify the important landmarks of your city 
and relate th

� Describe the cultural groups that often live
together In your city of choice – because of 

�
they are used 

 
 
 
 

Art 
Music 

 Stories, tales, poetry
 

Climate 
Cultural celebrations 

 
Adaptation 

 
Natural resources 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Scenes of Cities in Africa: 

 
http://www.thetalkingdrum.com/cities.ht

ml
 

Excellent site for activities: 
www.socialstudiesforkids.com

 
These are excellent sites for lessons, 

pictures, activities 
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/curriculum

/soc_st ary.htmudies/elem/element
 

http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/seqlps/sudis
play.asp?SUID=269

 
http://classroom.jc-

schools.net/basic/socst.html
 

Webquest:  Neighborhoods 
 

http://www.eiu.edu/~readctr/800Web
Quests/Nowak%20Web/index.htm

 
New Jersey History Museum 

http://www.censusfinder.com/newjersey-
 

historical-museums.htm
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
History: 6.4 
 
Communities Across the United States 
 
Note:  Choose two or three communities from 
within the United States that have special 
meaning to you and your students.  Let your 
classroom become those communities during 
the course of your study.  Through literature – 
fiction, non-fiction and poetry; through the art, 
music and dance of the people; through 
interviews with parents, grandparents, 
friends share stories about life in the country; 
through the adventures of the Internet   let the 
students see the similarities and differences 
between communities.   
 

Al d Phoenix… 

eople 
□

  cultural groups that often live 
ause of 

ce 

Count
New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival 

Physical Environment 

Provide Materials  students’ 
creations: 
 

Interview emplates 

Examples:  New Orleans, Seattle, Honolulu, 
aska, Chicago, Houston, an

 
□ Retell stories that show  the values, the 

ideas, and the traditions of the p
 Appraise some of the art, literature  and 
music  from your city afar 

□ Describe and explain variations in the 
physical environment of your American 
cities:  Climate, landforms, natural 
resources, natural hazards 

□ Identify the important landmarks of your city 
and relate their significance 

□ Describe the
together in your city of choice – bec
religion, language, ethnic heritage, customs, 
traditions 

□ Describe the natural resources and 
how they are used in your city of choi

 

 
Environment 

Values 
Traditions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

y and State Fairs 

Native American Green Corn Festival 
Arbor Day 
4-H Fairs 

 
 
 

Landmarks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Native resources 

 for the

Wall murals 
Scrapbooks 

My Family’s Customs Book 
Mobile 

 t
 

Begin to teach the students how to use 
the wealth ilable for  of resources ava

un ld: 

as 

derstanding our global wor
 

 
 
 

Electronic Atlas 
diElectronic encyclope

e.g. www.shsocialstudies.com
 

Important Site for Social Studies
Teachers: National Council of s

Studies Teachers:  
://www

 
ocial 

.socialstudies.org http
 
Begin to make use of the incredible 

 documents of yprimary our 
neighborhood from  your county 
historical society 
e.g. 
http://resources.rootsweb.com/usa/NJ/M

iddlesex/
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
HISTORY: 6.4 
Communities of the Long Ago Past 
 
Choose communities of long ago that have 

En
ex
Q

�  of 
the area of the Native Americans, 

of 

 Identify and retell stories of the leaders  
of the native Americans, pioneers and 
explorers of choice 

� Retell stories of  in 
the Native American, explorer and 
pioneer communities 

 

an interest for you and your students.  
Examples: Native American – Iroquois; 

glish explores – Jamestown; Spanish 
plorers – Florida; French explorers – 
uebec, Canada…Include pioneer 

communities I your study… 
 

 Describe how the natural resources 

pioneers and explorers influenced the 
way they dressed, built their homes, 
obtained their food 

� Describe the community life  of Native 
Americans, explorers and pioneers 
choice 

�

the lives of children 

 

 
 
 
 

Native Americans 
 

Spanish explorers 
English Explorers 
French Explorers 

 
Pioneer 

 
Leaders 

 
Daniel Boone 

 
 
 

Children’s stories 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Native American Webquests: 

 
http://www.angelfire.com/tx4/lessons/Na

tive_Americans2.html#Introduction
 
 

http://mrsdell.org/nativeamericans/
 

http://users.rcn.com/abisson.massed/na
tiveam.htm

 
 
 

Webquests on Pioneers 
 

http://library.thinkquest.org/6400
 

y.thinkquest.org/6400/whttp://librar ho.ht
m
 

Webquest on the Explorers 
http://www.burke.k12.nc.us/technology/

webquests/explorers/
 

Great sites for all the explorers to 
America 

http://cte.jhu.edu/techacademy/web/2000
/slezak/exhotlist.html

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://users.rcn.com/abisson.massed/nativeam.htm
http://users.rcn.com/abisson.massed/nativeam.htm
http://www.burke.k12.nc.us/technology/webquests/explorers/


OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
History: 6.4 
 
Urban, Rural and Suburban  
Communities 
Choose a rural, suburban and urban city in 
the United States that means something to 
you and your students 
 
Rural Communities 

e ways people meet their needs 
ood, shelter, clothing, 

y

� Explain what a rural community means 
 Compare th�
in a rural community…f
and work… 

� Describe the geography of your rural 
community 

� Describe what is meant by a suburban 
community 

 
Suburban communit  

needs � Compare the ways people meet their 
in a suburban community…food, shelter, 
clothing, and work… 

� Describe how a rural community can change 
to a suburban community 

 
Urban communities 

 � Describe what is meant by an urban 
community 
 Compare the ways people meet their needs 

community…food, shelter, 
 work 

urban 
communities 

�
in an urban 
clothing and

� Compare and contrast urban and sub

 
 

Rural 
 

Suburban 
 

Urban 
 
 

Needs and Wants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wonderful resources at this site 
for rural, suburban and urban 

communities – plus lots of other 
resources for the year! 

 
http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/cur

ric/elem/Esocstud.htm#grade3
 

Webquests on communities. Great 
ideas for a project you can adapt 

for Grade Three 
 

http://intgrunits.olivet.edu/internal/
Moving/individualactivities.htm

 
Best of the Webquests 

 
http://www.nevada.edu/strudler/wg

.html
 

 
Nevada 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
History: 6.4 
 
Varied Community Environments 
 
□ Compare and contrast life in your 

community with a desert community in 
the United States 

t life in your 
community with an island community in 

ity – 

 
C

□ Compare and contras

the Caribbean 
□ Compare and contrast life in your 

community with a frigid commun
e.g. Alaska 

ommunities Arising 
 
□ Explain how natural resources gave 

rise to communities in our past. 
 Describe what life was like for the 
workers in these communities of 
opportunity: California Gold Rush and 
Texas Black Gold Era 

California Gold Rush 
Black Gold in Beaumont, Texan 

□

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Desert 
Island 
Frigid 

Mountain 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Desert Webquest: 

 
http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/webquest

s/desertanimals/
 

Weather  Webquest 
 

http://www.geocities.com/diana_c
ox_2001/

 
Background articles on deserts of 

America: 
 

http://www.desertuse.com/glossar
y.h ml
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Geography 6.6 
 
Location: Maps and Globe 
 
□ Understand the globe as a model of the 

Earth 
□ Understand that maps are different 

representations  of the Earth 
□ Read map title and map symbols on 

maps 
□ Use simple map color keys to find 

places in the neighborhood 
□ turUse a map grid to find sites on a pic

map 
e 

ce 

□ Understand that the Earth  is made up of 
different landform and bodies of water 

□ Explore  to identify 

and in the school and neighborhood 
□ Explore a map to locate your town/city 

ey and the United 
 on a map and globe 

or the 
United States – Canada and Mexico 

M

Country 

Border line of a Country 

 

□ Use a map scale to  determine distan
on a picture map 

s 
simple picture maps

the location of places in the classroom 

□ Locate New Jers
States

□ Show where the border line is f

 

 

 

Address 
Globe 
Map 

Picture Map 
Map Title 
ap S mbols y

Map color keys 
 
 

Map grid 
Map scale 

 
 
 

Earth 
 

State 
New Jersey 

 

United States 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continents 

 
Excellent site for activities:

www.socialstudiesforkids.com
 
 

Weather Units: 
http://www.proteacher.org

 
http://www.theteacherscorncer.net
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 

G hy 6.6eograp  

Location:  Maps and Globe 
 
□ Locate the seven continents of the 

 of the world 

e 

your town/city; state, country, continent, 
Earth 

ocation:  Maps and Globes

world 
□ Locate the four oceans
□ Locate the North and South Pole on a 

globe 
□ Locate the Prime Meridian on th

globe 
□ Locate the Equator on the map and 

globe 
□ Understand the connection between 

 
L  
□ Distinguish between land and water 

maps 
cardinal directions 

st, West 
 intermediate 

 
 

a 

 

on globes and 
□ Demonstrate the 

of North, South, Ea
□ Demonstrate the

directions of NE, NW, SE, SW  
□ Find “global address” on a map by

astate the latitude and longitude on 
given site 
 □ Use the compass rose to find site on 
picture map 

 
 

North America 
South America 

Europe 
Africa 
Asia 

Australia 
Antarctica 

 
Oceans 
Atlantic 
Pacific 
India 
Arctic 

 
North Pole 
South Pole 

Prime Meridian 
Equator 
Sphere 

Compass rose 
Cardinal directions 

North, South, East, West 
Intermediate Directions 

Nort ast, 

Summer, Fall – Autumn

heast, Southe
Southwest 
Northwest, 

 
Global address 

Latitude 
Longitude 

,  

 

An inquiry-oriented activity in which most or all 
y students is online. 

W e  links necessary to complete 
the project 

 
BUILDING BLOCKS OF A WEBQUEST 

6. Conclusion  

For a full explanation of Webquests for 

exactly they are all a

 
 
 
 
 

Winter, Spring 

 
Webquests

 
What is a webquest? 

of the information used b
ebquest  giv

1. Introduction  
2. Task  
3. Process  
4. Resources  
5. Evaluation  

elementary students do yourself a favor and 
read from the ‘father of the webquest” what 

bout. 

Bernie Dodge, San Diego State University 

uest.sdsu.edu/about_http://webq webquests
.html

 
Best Webquests  

ttp://eduscapes.com/sessions/travelh
/k3webquests.htm

 10 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
 
Geography 6.6 

Weather and climate
 

 
 
� Give examples of seasonal weather 

changes in the communities you studied 
d describe the weather and 

 the way 
people live – clothing, play…in your 

es 

everyday 
life and work 
 Identify different types of dangerous 
weather in the United States and 
communities around the world that you 
studied 
 Describe how natural hazards affect 

� Identify an
climate  of your communities 

� Illustrate how climate affects 

communiti
� Explain how climate, location and 

physical surroundings affect 

�

�
people’s lives 

 
Landforms 
� Find the different landforms that can

located on a map and globe 
 be 

 
Waterforms 
� Find the different waterforms that can b

located on a map and globe 
e 

w 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Hot, Cold, Warm, Rain, Sno

 
Thunderstorms 

Hurricanes 
Tsunamis 
Tornadoes 

Blizzard 
Draught,  

Tropical Storms 
Landforms 

Hill 
Valley 
Plains 

Mountains 
Cany

Peninsula (e.g. Sandy Hook, NJ 

on, Desert, Cliff, Beach, Mesa, 
Plateau 
Tundra 

Island – (e.g. Long Beach Island, NJ) 
Desert (e.g. Arizona) 

Waterforms 
Oceans 
Rivers 
Lakes 

Great Lakes: Erie Huron, , Michigan, 
Ontario, Superior 
Bay, Canal Gulf 

 
Green Buildings 

 
Natural Resources 

 
Use of Resources 

Reuse of Resources 
 

 
 

e 

Virtual Field Trips – New Jersey
Resources 

 
New Jersey Kids pag

http://www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/
 

ew JerseyState of N  Government Site 
http://www.state.nj.us/

 
US Equestrian Team Headquarters 

http://www.uset.com/
 

New Jersey
http://balloonfestival.com

 Balloon Festival 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Geography 6.6 
 

tural ResourceNa  
 Identify Nat� ural Resources  in the 

 reuses of natural 

are 

Give examples of renewable and non-

how pesticides can hurt 
animals and plants 

tect 
f green buildings 

 Formulate questions to a Conversation 
Organization if New Jersey about the 
consequences of too much land clearing 
for building 

� Retell stories of local organizations  
that care for the land 

� Create a slogan for local conservation 
� Compose a poem for Earth Day –  
    April 22 
 
New Jersey Catholic Schools Students 

communities you studied 
� Identify the uses and

resources in your community 
� Demonstrate how you can wisely c

Earth for the 
� 

renewable  natural resources 
� Describe 

� Formulate questions to ask an archi
about the meaning o

�

Go Green: 
 
� Make a chart showing how you are 

caring for our Earth 
 

Non-rene sources:wable re  

Renew

Water 
Air 
Oil 
Gas 
Coal 

Minerals 
 
 

able Resources: 

Care of the Earth

Trees 
Plants 

 
 

Pesticides 
 
 

 

Co n 

 
Environment

 
 

nservatio
Pollution 

 

 
Reuse 

Recycle 
Reduce 

phy 
ames: 

 
Great resource for geogra
g
 
http://www.iknowthat.com
 
 
 
Children’s resource for current 
events: 
 
http://www.newscurrents.com
 
 
Conservation in New Jersey 

org/Conservation/ 

y games 
om/geography-

http://www.njaudubon.
 
 
 
Geograph
http://www.kidsgeo.c
games/latitude-longitude-map-
game.php
 
Geography Game  

ttp://www.ilike2l arn.com/
s
eh
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UNIT THREE ND SAFETY 

 VOC ARY 

: COMMUNITIES A
 

OUTCOMES ABUL RESOURCES 
CIVICS 6.2 

ules and LawsR  
□ Understand that there are safety 

reasons for having rules at home and 

ples of rules in school  that 

 consequences  of not 

s 

St school and in communities 
□ Give exam

ensure your safety 
□ Demonstrate safety while in the school 

building 
□ Demonstrate the

following rules 
□ Understand that rules in the community 

are called law
Responsibilities: 
□ Understand that family members, friends 

and classmates can teach us how to act 

ur 

responsibly 
□ Understand that we have many leaders 

who have different responsibilities in o
school and neighborhood 

Government – Local 
□ Experience a classroom campaign for

community helpers. Describe the 
selection process for candidates and 
their ‘parties’, the campaign, the voting, 
the electio

 

n 
 Interview your local government officials 

 and or council members. 
they provide for the 

 

 

Respo sibility  

 

Co ed 

□
– mayor
Identify services that 
community.  Ask how these services are 
financed 

 
 

Rules 
A y uthorit

Safety
Consequences 

Laws 
 

n
Leaders 

 
 

Principal  
Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 

Campaign
Candidate 

Party 
Voting 

Election 
nsent of the govern

 
Mayor 

Council Members 
 

Education 
Transportation 

Recreation 
 
 

 
Teacher Resource of Merit – The materials 
you can get at PBS – Teachers – are very 

good. 
 

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/socialstudies/
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consent of the governed” is a politica“ l 
theory stating that a government’s 

legitimacy and moral right to use state 
power or ought to be, derived from the 

people or society over which that power is 
exercised. This theory of "consent" is 

historically contrasted to the divine right of 
kings  and has often been invoked against 

the legitimacy of   colonialism  
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 

 14 

Civics 6.2 
Government – State 

 Compose a letter to the Governor of  
New Jersey in Trenton asking about the 
immigr  history  in New Jer

□

ants’ sey 

sey General 
Assembly and the New Jersey Senate – 

nt rights in New 
Jersey 

□ Describe what the New Jersey 
Legislature -  New Jer

has done for  immigra

□ Identify services commonly provided by 
the State Government 

 
Government – National 
 
□ Explain the importance of the 

Declaration of Independence 
□ Understand that the Constitution  of the 

United States is our plan for good 
government 

□

United States Legislature – the House 
es and the United 

Bill 

New ure 
G  

S y 

atives 

Primary Resources on the Constitution  
itu

□ Describe the job description of our 
President 
 Explain what happens when a  bill is 
vetoed by the president 

 
 
□ Describe the job description of the 

of Representativ
States Senators 

□ Describe the job description of the 
United States Supreme Court 

□ Identify the right guaranteed in the 
of rights 

 
Governor 

 Jersey Legislat
eneral Assembly

Senate 
 

Trenton Capitol 
 

Government services:   
afety and Securit

Education 
Recreation 

Transportation 
 

President 
United States Legislature 
House of Represent

United States Senate 
 

Judges 
Chief Judge 

 
Washington 

Capitol 
 

Declaration of independence 
Thomas Jefferson 
U.S. Constitution 
Government Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.congressforkids.net/Const
tion_billofrights.htm
 
Colonial Williamsburg has wonderful 
resources: 
http://www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/
 
New Jersey Legislature for elementary 
tus dents: 
ttp://www.njleg.state.nj.us/kids/index.ah

sp
 
 
 
Veto: a.  a power of one department or 
branch of a government to forbid or prohibit
finally or provisionally the carrying out
projects attempted by another departme
especially:  a power vested in a chief 

 
 of 

nt; 

n 
utive and especially the president of 

he United States for vetoing a proposed 
law 
 
 

executive to prevent permanently or 
temporarily the enactment of measures 
passed by a legislature 
b. 1- the exercise e of such authority 2. a 
message communicating the reasons of a
xece

t

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/
http://www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/kids/index.asp
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/kids/index.asp
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/kids/index.asp


OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Rights – Citizens 
□ Retell st of braveories  women freedom 

scribe 
r society 

w 
citizens have in your home family, school 

 
o a 

□

□ vote 

ymbols of our Country;

seekers in our national history. De
their contribution to ou

□ Describe the different rights ne

family, community family
□ Explain that a citizen  is a member 

country 
 Demonstrate ways you can veto a 
responsible citizens 
 Explain the reason why we 

 
S  

 Identify memorials, monuments and 
building connected to our American 

 

olidays

□

identity 
□ Understand some of the symbols  that

represent the United States; Identify the 
motto of the United States 

 
 
 
H  

 rstand the holidays  we celebrate 

ut Martin Luther King, 

Be: Resp ponsible. 
 courage 

Korean an

Celebrate Flag Day – June 14 

□ Unde
as a nation 

□ Retell stories abo
Jr. “I Have a Dream” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Rosa Parks 

Thurgood Marshall 
Jane Addams – Hull House 

 
C :  itizen Rights and Responsibilities

 
ectful, caring, and res

Be fair, honest and show
 

National Landmarks 
 

Washington Monument 
Jefferson Memorial 
Lincoln Memorial 
Mount Rushmore 

Roosevelt Memorial 
d Viet Nam Memorials 

Mount Rushmore 
Capitol Building 

Symbols 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Flag 
Stars and Stripes 

Bald Eagle 
Presidential Seal 

Liberty Bell 
Uncle Bell 
Uncle Sam 

U.S. Currency 
“In God We Trust” 

 
 
 
 

Background articles on Rosa Park:  
http://www.grandtimes.com/rosa.html

 
http ap://afroamhistory.about.com/od/ros

arks/p/bio_parks_r.html
 

Background article on Thurgood 
Marshall: 

http://library.thinkquest.org/3337/tmarsh
.html

 
 
 
 

Jane Addams 

 
 

Thanksgiving Webquest; 
http://w bquesww.osbornnet.org/mon/we

ts/thanksgivingwebquest.htm
 

Webquest on the Pilgrims 
http://si.unm.edu/loslunas_2001/asmith/

asmith_wq/WEBQUEST.htm
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 

Throughout the school year , through 
stories, songs, rituals and 

videos/software celebrate each and 
every national holiday – with meaning 

 
National holidays: Martin Luther King 
Day, Presidents’ Day, May Day,
Mayo Memorial Day

 Cinco de 
, July 4th, Labor Day, 

 Month in February 
History Month in March 

hanksgiving, Native Americans, 
ilgrims 

 
 

http://www.artcy i

Columbus Day, Veterans; Day, 
Thanksgiving 
 

toryBlack His
Women’s 
Chinese New Year 
May Day 
Kwanzaa 
T
P
 

 
American Artists 

 
clopedia.com/nationalit

es/American.html
 

 
Washington Crossing the Delaware  

Emanuel Gottlieb Leutze 

 
Use primary documents for flags, 

presidents, events, holidays… 
 

http://www.multied. om/documents/indec
x.html

 

Music 
□ Sing  The Star Spangled Banner – Our 

National Anth
 

em 
Sing the song America 

□ g 
 

rt

□
□ Sing the song Yankee Doodle 
□ Sing the song America the Beautiful 

 Sing the song You’re a Grand Old Fla

A  
 Study the art of Emanuel Gottlieb Leutze 
– immigrant artist who settled in 
Philadelphia

 
Literature

□

 

 
□ Listen to stories by Mary Antin – Russian 

immigrant who settled in Boston; 
Langston Hughes – African American 
who settled in Harlem

 
 

 

 
Settlers Arriving by Railroad 

 
 

 
 

 
The Battle of Monmouth  

Emanuel Gottlieb Leutze 
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UNIT FOUR: ESOURCES 

C MES VOC ARY  

COMMUNITY AND R
 

OUT O ABUL RESOURCES
 

Economics 6.5 
 

Wants and Needs: 
 

 

ife 
and the life of your family  

□ Explain what would happen if our 

 

□ Describe ways that families meet basic
human needs 

□ Contrast wants and needs in your l

□ Explain how people fulfill wants and 
needs 

□ Identify examples of people wanting 
 more than they can have

□ Explain the words ‘opportunity cost’ 
with examples from your life. 
 
needs and wants  were greater than 
our natural resources 

Spending and Saving 

choices 
□ Explain the difference between saving 

and earning money 

 

Opportunity cost 

□ Explain why wanting more than they 
can have requires that people make 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Wants 
Needs 

 

 

Opportunity cost is the cost incurred 
(sacrifice) by choosing one option over the 
next best alternative (which may be equally 
desired). Thus, opportunity cost is the cost 
of pursuing one choice instead of another. 
Every action has an opportunity cost. For 
example, someone who invests $10,000 in 
a stock denies oneself the interest that one 
can easily earn by leaving the $10,000 
dollars in a bank account instead. 
Opportunity cost is not restricted to 
monetary or financial costs: lost time, 
pleasure or any other benefit that provides 
utility should also be considered. 

 

ge 

Great site for money projects: 

 
Choices 

Savings Account 
Earning 

 
Goods  

Services 
Exchan

Trade 
 
 

 
http://www.extension.umn.edu/distrib
ution/youthdevelopment/DA6116.htm

l
 
 

Games for Social Studies: Economic 
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.co

m/subjects
 
 
 

Webquest:  Economy 
 

ihttp://www.money nstructor.com/elemen
tary asp.

 
 
 

ans on Wants and Needs;  Lesson Pl

http://www.moneyinstructor.com/wsp/goods

Goods and Services 
 

.asp
 
 
 

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/SSOW
antsAndNeeds-

WithMagazinePics12.html
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Economics 6.5 

 
Goods and Services 
 

□ Distinguish the difference between 
producers and consumers 

□ Identify examples of choices families 

Explain the concept of free market

toy you really want. 
□  stories of leaders/organizers for 

 
 

make when buying goods and services 
□ Identify ways people exchange goods 

and services 
□  
□ Explain how supply and demand 

affects the price of a 
 Retell
laborers

□ Give examples of goods we receive from
factories around the world 

 
Jobs: 

 
 

□ Design a brochure showing the different 

□ Describe the requirements of various 
jobs and the characteristics of a job 
well-performed 
 Retell stories about Henry Ford who 
started a car business – Ford Motor Co. 

 

Suppl

 

C y 

jobs people do in the community you 
studied 

□

 
 
 
 
 

Producer 
Consumer 

 
y and demand 

Free Market 
 

Farmers’ Market 
Factories 

Dairy Farm 
Lu y mber Factor
lothing Factor
Toy Factory 

Steel Factory 
 

* As a class activity choose a product  
that you want that is factory made and 
sequence the steps in the process of 
producing th

 

r 

M r 

e product 
 

Assembly line 

Som les: e Examp
Computer Support Specialist 

Scientist 
Advertising 

Doctor/nurse 
Police officer 
Fire Fighte

Teacher 
Lawyer 
ail Carrie

 
Model T 

 
 

Site for:  Farm Families 
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http://42explore.com/farming.htm

 
 

Farm Page for Students 
http://www.agr.state.il.us/kidspage/in

dex.html
 

http://www.kidsfarm.com/wheredo.
htm

 
 

Farming Around the World 
www.benicia.k12.ca.us/hendersohttp://

n/fawpro ect.htmj
 
 

A free market is a market in which prices 
of goods and services are arranged 

completely by the mutual consent of sellers 
 and buyers

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kidsfarm.com/wheredo.htm
http://www.kidsfarm.com/wheredo.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Market


OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Economics 6.5 

 
Jobs: 

 

□ pecialized jobs 
contribute to the production of goods and 

volunteers help 

Describe how s

services 
□ Give examples of how 

immigrants settle into your community 
 
Transportation: 
 

 Trace the changes in □ transportation 

□

□ re linked by 
nd transportation 

down through the ages 
 Identify the role of transportation and 
communication  
 Explain how countries a
trade a

 
Scientists and Inventions 
 

□ Describe how technology has changed 
ortation and communication 

down through the ages 
transp

 
Medicine 

 
 

□ ew 

 
Money:

Identify scientists who have created n
medicines for our communities 

 

barter 
money for goods and services in 

E food, 

 

William Gates 

 

□ Distinguish between the use of 
and 
your life. 

□ xplain the reasons for a tax on 
clothing…. 

Volunteers 
American Red Cross

immigrants 
 

Transportation 
 
 

Benjamin Franklin 
Samuel Morse 

Alexander Graham Bell 
 

Thomas Edison 

 
 
 
 

Edward Jenner – smallpox 
Jonas Salk ine – polio  – vacc
Louis Pasteur – germs/milk 

Barter 
Tax 

Bank 
 
 

Public Services from Taxes 
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Police Officers 
Fire Fighters 

 Education
Public Health Clinics 

Libraries 
Government Workers  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Transportation site for children: 
 

http://www.dot.state.ia.us/histbook
.pdf

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Banking for Children Site: 
 

http://life.familyeducation.com/money
-and-kids/personal-
finance/34481.html

 
Banking Games for Children: 

http://www.kidsbank.com/banking_tri
via/gamechoice.asp

 
 
 
 
 
 



OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 

onomics 6.5Ec  
 
Trade 
□ Describe the effects of modern 

communication and modern 

benefit from voluntary trade with each 
other.  Use examples from the world 
communities you studied. 

□ Define the terms imports and exports 
□ Give examples of imports we use here 

in New Jersey 
□ Give examples of exports that New 

Jersey sends out. 
 

Volunta y trade 

transportation on trade 
□ Explain how community members 

Trade 
 
r
 
 

Import  
Export  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Jersey Cranberry Bogs  

 
 
 

Webquest on trade: 
 

http://teachers.emints.org/fy05/myersp/r
evised_triangle/triangle_index.htm

 
Practical lesson ideas on trade: 

 
http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index

.cfm?lesson=EM68
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SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS; STRATEGIES AND ASSESSMENTS 

 

     
RECALL/ 

COMPREHENSION APPLICATION ANALYSIS SYNTHESES EVALUATION

WORD 
Read/Listen/Respond:  
Stories and tales about your 
country from afar or from 
other parts of this country 

Show and Tell:  Cities 
with different climates 
around the world.   

Compare/contrast: 
Your school day 
vs. the school day 
in your city afar:   

Compose:  
Descriptive Story 
about  your new 
city afar 

Opinion:  Easiest city to live 
in – your city/town or afar 
because of the climate 

LOGIC 

Map:  Find ‘global address of 
your city afar (latitude, 
longitude, continent, 
oceans…) 

Summarize:  
Information about the 
natural resources of 
your cities afar 

Categorize:  
Different religious 
and ethnic groups 
in your city afar 

Create:  Diagram 
showing clothing 
needed in your city 
afar  throughout the 
seasons vs. 
clothing needed 
here 

Rate:  Value of natural 
resources to your city afar 
and here in your city/town 

PICTURE 

Electronic collage:  Children 
at play in your city afar 
showing native clothes down 
through the ages 

Illustrate:  Travel 
brochure for your city 
afar – key sites and 
experiences 

Invent:  New use 
for common 
objects from your 
city afar.  e.g. 
chopsticks 

Create:  Board 
game to learn 
about your city afar 

Evaluate:  Which continent 
has the most/best natural 
resources 

BODY 
Construct:  Market place from 
your city afar 

Drama:  Create a story 
about a typical day of 
an immigrant new to 
New Jersey 

Role Play:  Child’s  
Life in a rural  
community today 

Compose:  Prayer 
of Thanksgiving for 
a festival from a city 
afar 

Pane: We need/don’t need 
festivals in our town/city 

MUSIC 

Listen/sing:  Songs of 
celebration around the world 

Listen to songs of 
celebration and record 
feelings 

List:  Questions 
that come to mind 
when listening to a 
song of 
celebration 

Compose:  A new 
song/chant/rap:  
Celebration Song 
about your 
town/city 

Assess:  Songs that your 
group writes about your 
town/city 

PEOPLE 

Discuss:  Talk about 
monuments you virtually 
visited 

Game:  Name that 
monument 

Investigate:  How 
a monument came 
into being. (e.g. 
Washington 
Monument 

Explain:  Meaning 
and symbolism of a 
given monument 

Conclude:  My favorite 
monument.  Tell why  

SELF 
Create:  A rule book about 
the school cafeteria 

Write:  Letter of 
welcome to a new 
immigrant in your 
neighborhood 

Survey:  Ask 
family members 
where their cars 
were made 

Create:  Slogan for 
a product created 
in your city afar 

Select:  A product you want 
to make.  Materials needed, 
process, workers…. 
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GRADE TWO 
 
 

 

FAMILIES 
 

GEOGRAPHY SKILLS 

SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS NEIGHBORS

LIFE LONG AGO GOVERNMENT

 HELPERS  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 WORK ENVIRONMENT

 
 
 

RULES



Social Studies Skills:  6.1 
*Social Studies Skills need to be used throughout the study of the units and across the curriculum. 

Reading Skills Writing Skills Map and Globe Skills Charts and 
Graphs 

Data and 
Diagrams 

 
□

 

orize 

ons 

t 

1st, 2nd, 

ry Word Walls    

y 
aterials, 

activities 
□ Electronic Atlas 
□ Electronic Encyclopedia 
□ Dramatize

events 
 
 
 

□

ic 

 sentences 

□

□ Journal and Diary 
writing 

 

□

erica 
rld 

 Locator Maps 
□ Landform map 

 

□

 

d, 

s, jobs at 

art  

information 

□
 Main Idea and Details 
□ Retell stories 
□ Compare and contrast

Information 
□ Classify/Categ
□ Recite poems 
□ tiUse illustra
□ Picture Walks 
□ Predictions 
□ Cause and Effec
□ Sequence:  Past, 

Present, Future;  
3rd;  

□ First, Next, Last 
□ Vocabula

for social studies 
□ Choral Reading 
□ Internet Child friendl

sites – m

 historical 

 Topic Books – final 
project presented  
using technology 
tools 

□ Friendly Letter 
□ Letter to the Editor 
□ Pen Pals - electron
□ Personal Glossary 

Picture Book – 
alphabetical order 

□ Shared Writing 
□ Write  four
□ Write narrative 

accounts 
□ Write persuasive 

letters 
 Write descriptive 
paragraphs – four 
sentences 

 Map title 
□ Map keys 
□ Picture maps 
□ hood Map of neighbor
□ city Map of town/
□ Map of State 
□ Map of the 50 States 
□ Map of Nor h Amt
□ Map of the Wo
□ History Map 
□ Political Maps 
□

 Picture graphs 
□ Bar graphs 
□ Flow chart 
□ Pie Chart 
□ Line Graph
□ Information 

charts -  e.g. 
jobs in the 
neighborhoo
school and 
neighborhood 
helper
home 

□ KWL Charts 
□ Create a  Ch

- organize 

 Read
temperatures -
Fahrenheit 

 

□ Read calendar 
□ Timelines 
□ Diagrams 
 
 
 
(How to Make a 
Time Line and 
Timelines through 
history 
http://www.socialst
udiesforkids.com/) 
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UNIT ONE: LIVING IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY  RESO RCESU
History 6.4  (Culture) 
Families 
□ Describe your family’s history through three

generations
  

 
□ Interview family members about their lives 

as children…school, play, dress... 
□ Compare family life today with long ago – 

shelter, food, housing, work 
□ from 

 

  

 
□ 

□  celebrations from 
ughout 

 Describe the kind of activities families 
long ago did together and compare them
with family activities today 

□ Share stories of responsibilities your
grandparents had as children and with 
those responsibilities you have today 

Describe some customs that families 
celebrate throughout the year that are rooted 
in their culture 

 
 Describe community
different cultures as they happen thro
the year 

 
Coming to America 
□ Explain that the United States is a 

diverse nation and one of the many 
nations in the world  
 Describe families have roots in many 
parts of our world. 

 
 

Respon ibilities 

Community celebrations 

Roots 

 of literature:  Fiction, non-fiction 

□

 
Generation 

 
Interview 

 
Long ago 

 
Activities 

 
s
 
 
 

Customs 
Culture 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diverse 
Nation 

 
      It is expected that Social Studies in the 
primary grades be taught through an 

bundancea
and poetry. 
 

   Social Studies should be integrated    into 
the reading classes and  the religion classes. 
   
      It is expected that Social Studies is taught 

y the use of interviews, site visits, software, b
music and art, artifacts, photographs    
 
      It is expected that Social Studies is taught 

y using b some of the vast resources on the 
Internet 
 
      It is expected that Social Studies is taught 

y the use of  individualb  and small group 
project, Webquests…
 

Textbooks 
 Macmillan/McGraw Hill:  People and Places 

08 

ar
 

Houghton Mifflin Neighborhoods - 2008 

2009 
 
Scott Foresman:  People and Places –20
 
H court:  About My Community – 2007 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
History 6.4  (Culture) 

 
Coming to America 
□ Synthesize interview with parents and 

relatives about the reasons they came 
to America 

□ Assess what life must have been like for 
relatives when they first came to 
America 

 
 
School Families Today and Yesterday 
 
□ Propose a problem that children might 

meet in the classroom.  With your small 
group list some solutions for the 
problem.  Decide on the best solution. 

□ Demonstrate rules that are part of the 
daily life at school.  Give reasons for the 
rules. 

□ Study pictures of your school today 
when it first opened.  Compare and 
contrast your school 

and 

today with what it 

 
 Two classes on another 

continent. 
 

 
 

was like in the past. 
□ Summarize important information that 

you learned through an Internet search
about Grade

 
 

Reasons 
America 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Problem 
Solution 

 
Rules 

 
Pictures 

Photographs 
Sketch 

 
 

Another continent 

Provide Materials for the students’ 
projects: 

 
Wall murals 
Scrapbooks 

My Family’s Customs Book  
Mobile 

Interview templates 
 
Begin to teach the students how to use 

the wealth of resources available for 
understanding our global world: 

 
Electronic Atlas 

Electronic encyclopedias 
e.g. www.sfsocialstudies.com

 
 

Important Site for Social Studies 
Teachers:  National Council of Social 

Studies Teachers: 
http://www.socialstudies.org

 
 

Begin to make use of the incredible 
primary documents of your 

neighborhood from  your county 
historical society  

e.g.  
http://resources.rootsweb.com/usa/NJ/M

iddlesex/
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
History 6.4  (Culture) 

 
Neighborhoods Today and Yesterday  
□  Compare and contrast life today in an

ethnic neighborhood in New Jersey 
(Chinatown, Little Italy…) 

 
□ Compare the lives of children in an 

urban neighborhood, a rural 
neighborhood and a suburban  
neighborhood in this country 

 
□ Compare life in your neighborhood 

today with that of a neighborhood in 
another part of our country 

 
 
□ Compare and contrast lives of children in 

environments that are extreme from 
New Jersey. (Island community, Far 
North…) 

 
Neighborhood Helpers 
□ Describe organizations in the 

neighborhood that help people in need. 

ad a good influence on the 
ommunity. 

 

 

 
□ Retell stories of local heroes/heroines 

who have h
c

 
 
 

 
 
 

Ethnic 
Urban 
Rural 

Suburban 
 
 
 
 

Environment 
Extreme 
Climates 

 
 
 

Neighborhood  Organizations 
 

Local hero 
Local heroine 

 

 
Excellent site for activities: 

www.socialstudiesforkids.com
 

These are excellent sites for lessons, 
pictures, activities 

http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/curriculum
/soc_studies/elem/elementary.htm

 
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/seqlps/sudis

play.asp?SUID=269
 

http://classroom.jc-
schools.net/basic/socst.html

 
Webquest:  Neighborhoods 

 
http://www.eiu.edu/~readctr/800Web
Quests/Nowak%20Web/index.htm

 
New Jersey History Museum 

 
http://www.censusfinder.com/new-

jersey-historical-museums.htm
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http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/curriculum/soc_studies/elem/elementary.htm
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/curriculum/soc_studies/elem/elementary.htm
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/seqlps/sudisplay.asp?SUID=269
http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/seqlps/sudisplay.asp?SUID=269
http://classroom.jc-schools.net/basic/socst.html
http://classroom.jc-schools.net/basic/socst.html
http://www.eiu.edu/~readctr/800WebQuests/Nowak Web/index.htm
http://www.eiu.edu/~readctr/800WebQuests/Nowak Web/index.htm
http://www.censusfinder.com/new-jersey-historical-museums.htm
http://www.censusfinder.com/new-jersey-historical-museums.htm
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UNIT TWO: WHERE IN THE WORLD 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES
Geography 6.6 

 
Location:  Maps and Globe 

□
 

 Understand the globe as a model of the Earth 
□ Understand that maps are different 

representations of the Earth 
□ Read map title and  map symbols on maps 
□ Use simple map  color keys to find places in 

 to determine distance on a 

□ tify the 

 the United States on 
a map and globe 
 Show where the border line is for the United 
States – Canada and Mexico 

 

Picture Map 
M s 

s 
 

 

Border line  of a country 

the neighborhood 
□ Use a map grid to find sites on a picture map 
□ Use a map scale

picture map 
 
□ Understand that the Earth is made up of 

different  landforms and bodies of water 
 Explore  simple picture maps to iden
location of places in the classroom and in the 
school and neighborhood 

□ Explore  map to locate your town/city 
□ Locate New Jersey and

□
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Address 
Globe 
Map 

ap symbol
Map  color key

Map grid 
Map scale

 
Earth 

 
State 

New Jersey 
 

Country 
United States 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great site for money projects: 
 

http://www.extension.umn.edu/distr
ibution/youthdevelopment/DA6116.

html
 

Games for Social Studies: 
Economic 

http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/s
ubjects

 
Webquest:  Economy 

http://www.moneyi structor.com/elemn
entary.asp

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects
http://www.moneyinstructor.com/elementary.asp
http://www.moneyinstructor.com/elementary.asp


OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Geography 6.6 
 
Location:  Maps and Globe 
 

e world on a 

ity; state, country, continent, 
Earth 

Continents 
 

North America 
South America 

Eur
Afric
Asia 

Australia 
Antarctica 

 
Oceans

□ he world Locate the seven continents of t
□ Locate the four oceans of th

map and globe 
□ Locate the North and South Pole on a 

globe 
□ Understand the connection between 

your town/c

 
Location:  Maps and Globes 
□ Distinguish between land and water on 

globes and maps 
□ Demonstrate the cardinal directions of 

North, South, East, West 
□ Use the compass rose to find site on a 

picture map 
 
 
 

ope 
a 

 
 

Atlantic
Pacific 
India 
Arctic 

 
North Pole 
South Pole 

 
 

Compass rose 
 

Cardinal directions 
North, South, East, West 

 
 
 
 

 

Webquests 
 

What is a webquest? 
      An inquiry-oriented activity in which 
most or all of the information used by 
students is online. By providing links 
necessary to complete the project 

 
BUILDING BLOCKS OF A 

WEBQUEST 

1. Introduction  
2. Task  
3. Process  
4. Resources  
5. Evaluation  
6. Conclusion  

      For a full explanation of Webquests for 
elementary students do yourself a favor 
and read from the ‘father of the webquest” 
what exactly they are all about. 

Bernie Dodge

 

, San Diego State University 

http://webquest.sdsu.edu/about_webquests
.html

Best Webquests  
http://eduscapes.com/sessions/travel

/k3webquests.htm
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Geography 6.6 
 
 
Weather and Climate 

 

your community 

Explain how climate, location and physical 
ork

 
□ Give examples of seasonal weather

changes in your community 
□ Identify and describe the weather and 

climate of  
□ Illustrate how climate affects the way 

people live – clothing, play… 
□ 

surroundings  affect everyday life and w
□ Identify different types of dangerous 

weather in the United States 
□ Describe how natural hazards affect 

people’s lives 
 
Landforms 
 
□ Find the different landforms that can be 

located on a map and globe 
 
 
 
 
 

aterformsW  

□ Find the different waterforms  that can be 
located on a map and globe 

 
Summer  

Fall - Autumn 
Winter 
Spring 

 
Hot 
Cold 

Warm 
Rain 
Snow 

 
Thunderstorms 

Hurricanes 
Tornadoes 

Blizzard 
 

Landforms 
Hill 

Valley 
Plains 

Mountains 
 

Peninsula (e.g. Sandy Hook, NJ) 
Island – (e.g. Long Beach Island, NJ) 

Desert (e.g. Arizona) 
 

Waterforms 
Oceans 
Rivers 
Lakes 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Virtual Field Trips – New Jersey 
Resources 

 
New Jersey Kids page 

http://www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/
 

State of New Jersey Government Site 

http://www.state.nj.us/

 
New Jersey State Museum 

http://www.state.nj.us/state/museum/

 

US Equestrian Team Headquarters 

http://www.uset.com/
 

New Jersey Balloon Festival 

http://balloonfestival.com
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 

Geography 6.6 
 
Natural Resource 

ples of renewal and non-
renewal natural resources in your 

 

much land clearing for building  
□ Retell stories of local organizations 

that care for the land 
□ Create a slogan for local 

conservation 
□ Compose a poem for Earth Day 
     April 22 

New Jersey Catholic School Students 

□ our Identify natural resources in y
communities of choice 

□ Identify the uses  and reuses of 
natural resources in your communities 

□ Demonstrate how you  can wisely  
care of the Earth 

□ Give exam

communities of choice 

□ Identify the ways that protecting 
natural resources can help animals 

□ Describe how pesticides can hurt 
animals and plants 

□ Formulate questions to a 
Conservation Organization in New 
Jersey about the consequences of too 

 
 

Go Green: 

 
 

Natural Resources 
 
 

Use of Resources 
Reuse of Resources 

 
Non-renewal resources: 

Water 
Air 
Oil 
Gas 
Coal 

minerals 
 

Renewal Resources: 
 

Trees 
Plants 

 
pesticides 

 
 
 

Care of the Earth 
 
 

Conservation 
Pollution 

 
 

Environment

□ Make a chart showing how you are 
caring for our Earth. 

 
                                 Reuse 

 

 
 

 

Great resource for geography 
games: 
 
http://www.iknowthat.com
 
 
 
Children’s resource for current 
events: 
 
http://www.newscurrents.com
 
 
Conservation in New Jersey 
http://www.njaudubon.org/Conser
vation/ 
 
Geography games 
http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-
games/latitude-longitude-map-

Recycle 
Reduce 
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UNIT THREE: MY COMMUNITY – MY SAFETY 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Civics 6.2 

Rules and Laws 
□ Understand that there are safety 

reasons for having rules at home and at 

Demonstrate the consequences of not 

 

school and in the neighborhood 
□ Give examples of rules in school that 

ensure your safety 
□ Demonstrate safety while in the school 

building 
□ 

following rules 
□ Understand that rules in the 

neighborhood are called laws 

Responsibilities: 
□ Understand that family members, friends 

and classmates can teach us how to act 
responsibility 

□ Understand that we have many leaders 
who have different responsibilities in our 
school and neighborhood 

overnment – Local
 
G  
□ Experience a classroom campaign for 

classroom helpers.  Describe the 
selection process for candidates and 
their ‘parties’, the campaign, the voting, 
the election. 

□ Interview your local government officials 
– mayor and or council members.  
Explain how they were elected, their 

.  

 
Rules 

Authority 
Safety 

Consequences 
Laws 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Responsibility 
Leaders 

 
Principal 

Pastor 
 

 
 

 
Campaign 
Candidate 

Party 
Voting 

Election 
 

Mayor 
Council Members 

Teacher Resource of Merit – The 
materials you can get at PBS – 

Teachers – are ver  good. 
 

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/soci

parties, campaign, and results
Summarize their job descriptions. 

y

alstudies/
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Civics 6.2 

Government – State 
□ Compose a letter to the Governor of 

New Jersey in Trenton. asking about his 

 New 
job description.   

□ Describe the job description of the
Jersey Legislature – New Jersey 
General Assembly and the New Jersey 
Senate 

 
Government – National 

 

□ Understand that the Constitution of the 

iption of the 

ights - Citizens

United States is our plan for good 
government. 

□ Describe the job description of our 
president 

□ Describe the job descr
United States Legislature – the House 
of Representatives and the United States 
Senators 

□ Describe the job description of the 
United States Supreme Court 

R  
□ Retell stories of brave women freedom 

seekers in our national history. Describe 
their contribution to our society. 

□ Describe  the different  rights you and 
family members have  in your home 
family, school family, community family 

□ Explain that a citizen is a member of a 
country 

□ e ways you can be a 
s 

 
Governor 

New Jersey Legislature 
General Assembly 

Senate 
 

Trenton 
Capitol 

 
 
 
 
 

President 
United States Legislature 
House of Representatives 

Unite States Senate 
 

Judges 
Chief Judge 

 
Washington 

Capitol 
 

 
 

Rosa Park 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

Susan Be Anthony 
 
 
 

Be:  Respectful, caring, and 
responsible.  Be fair, honest and show 

cou
 

 
Primary Resources on the 

Constitution 
 
 

http://www.usconstitution.net 
 
 
 
 

This is a great ‘hangout’ for New 
Jersey  students: 

http://www.state.nj.us/hangout_n
j/
 
 
 

New Jersey
elementary

 
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/kids/i

ndex.asp 
 
 
 
 

Post pictures of the mayor, governor, 
president in your classroom 

 
 
 

 
Demonstrat
responsible citizen

□ Explain the reason why we vote 

rage 

 

 Legislature for  
 students: 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Symbols of our Country: 
□ Identify memorials, monuments and 

building connected to our American 

 that 
Identity. 

□ Understand some of the symbols
represent the United States:   

□ Identify the motto of the United States 
 
Holidays 
□ Understand the holidays we celebrate 

as a nation 
□ 

n Luther King, 

Describe neighborhood celebrations 
□ Retell stories of the First Thanksgiving 

with the Native American and the 
Pilgrims 

□ Retell stories about Marti
Jr. “I Have a Dream” 

 
Music 
□ Sing the song America 
□ Sing The Star Spangled Banner       

– Our National Anthem 
□ Sing the song Yankee Doodle 
□ Sing the song America the Beautiful
□ Sing the song You’re a Grand Old 

Flag 

rt
 
A  
□ Study the art of Grandma Moses 

(Anna Mary Robertson Moses) 

National Landmarks 
Washington Monument 
Jefferson Memorial 
Lincoln Memorial 

ount Rushmore 
Capitol Building 
 
Symbols

M

 

□ Study the art and architecture of 
Maya Lin 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Fla
Stars and Strips 
Bald eagle 
Presidential Seal 
Liberty Bell 
Uncle Sam 
U.S. Currency 

 
“In God We Trust 

Celebrate Flag Day – June 14 

g 

 
Throughout the school year through 
stories, songs, rituals and videos 
celebrate each and every national holiday 
– with meaning. 
 
National Holidays:  Memorial Day, July 4th  
Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans’ Day, 
Thanksgiving , Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day, Presidents’ Day 
 
Cinco de Mayo 
May Day  
Black History Month 
Chinese New Year 
Kwanzaa 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving Webquest: 
 

http://www.osbornnet.org/mon/w
ebquests/thanksgivingwebquest.

htm
 

Webquest on the Pilgrims 
http://si.unm.edu/loslunas_2001/
asmith/asmith_wq/WEBQUEST.H

TM 
 

American Artists 
 

http://www.artcyclopedia.com/na
tionalities/American.html

 
Grandma Moses 

 
 

Artifacts of Native Americans – 
cooking tools, clothing… 

 
Use primary documents

Thanksgiving, Native Americans, Pilgrims 

   for flags, 
presidents, events, holidays…. 

om/documents/in
 

http://www.multied.c
dex.html

 12 



UNIT FOUR: MY COMMUNITY – MY RESOURCES 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 

Economics 6.5 
 

Wants and Needs: 
 
□ Describe ways that families meet basic 

human needs 
e 

 

Explain what would happen if our needs 
and wants  were greater than our natural 
resources 

Spending and Saving

□ Contrast wants and needs in your lif
 and the life of your family 

□ Explain how people fulfill wants and 
needs 

□ Identify examples of people wanting 
more than they can have 

□ Explain the words ‘opportunity cost’ with
examples from your life. 

□ 

 
 

□ Explain why wanting more than they can 
have requires that people make choices 

□ Explain the difference between saving 
and earning money 

□ Describe the ways that people save 
money in different ways 

Wants 
Needs 

 
Opportunity cost 

       Opportunity cost is the cost incurred 
(sacrifice) by choosing one option over the 
next best alternative (which may be equally 
desired). Thus, opportunity cost is the cost 
of pursuing one choice instead of another. 
Every action has an opportunity cost. For 
example, someone who invests $10,000 in 
a stock denies oneself the interest that one 
can easily earn by leaving the $10,000 
dollars in a bank account instead. 
Opportunity cost is not restricted to 
monetary or financial costs: lost time, 
pleasure or any other benefit that provides 
utility should also be considered. 

 
Choices 
Saving 
Earning 

 
Goods  

Services 
Exchange 

Trade 

 

Great site for money projects: 
 

http://www.extension.umn.edu/distri
bution/youthdevelopment/DA6116.h

tml
 

Games for Social Studies: 
Economic 

http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects
 

Webquest:  Economy 
http://www.moneyinstructor.com/elementary.asp
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Economics 6.5 

 
Goods and Services 
□ Distinguish the difference between 

 farm 

 

community 
ds 

 for 

 

Jobs:

producers and consumers 
□ Explain the process of getting

goods to the city/town 
□ Identify examples of choices families 

make when buying goods and services
□ Identify examples of goods and 

services in the home, school and 

□ Identify ways people exchange goo
and services 

□ Identify the role of markets in the 
exchange of goods and services 

□ Retell stories of leaders/organizers
the farm laborers 

□ Give examples of goods we receive from
places around the world 

 
 

 
□ Design a brochure showing the different 

jobs people do in your neighborhood 
□ Describe the requirements of various 

jobs and the characteristics of a job well-
performed 

 
Producer 

Consumer 
 
 
 

Markets 
Factories 
Farming 

 
 
 

Crops 
Orchards 

 
 

Labor Organizers 
Cesar Chavez 

 
 

Some Examples: 
Florist 

Scientist 
Chef 

Doctor/nurse 
Police officer 
Fire Fighter 

Teacher 
Lawyer 

Mail Carrier 
 

Service 
volunteer 

Site for:  Farm Families 
 

http://42explore.com/farming.htm
 
 

Farm Page for Students 
http://www.agr.state.il.us/kidspage/index.html

 
http://www.kidsfarm.com/wheredo.htm

 
 

Farming Around the World 
http://www.benicia.k12.ca.us/hend

person/fawpr ject.htmo
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Economics 6.5 

 
Jobs: 

 

□ 
 help 

Describe how specialized jobs contribute to 
ces the production of goods and servi

□ Give examples of how volunteers
people in need (Katrina Volunteers, Habitat 
for Humanity…) 

 
Transportation: 
 

□ Trace the changes in shipping 
transportation down through the ages 

 

d 

y have 

□ Identify the role of transportation in the
exchange of goods 

□ Explain how countries are linked by trade an
transportation 

□ Describe how science and technolog
changed transportation 

 
Scientists and Inventions 
 

□ Describe how technology has changed 
transportation, communication, tops, tools, 
household appliances  

oney:
 
M  

□ Distinguish between the use of barter 
and money for goods and services in 
your life. 

□ Explain the reasons for a tax on food, 
clothing…. 

□ After a visit to a local bank describe what 
goes on in banking.  Set up a ‘bank’. 

 
 
 
 

Volunteers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transportation 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Barter 
Tax 

Bank 

 
Public Services from Taxes

 

 

 
Police Officers 
Fire Fighters 

Education 
Public Health Clinics 

Libraries 
Government Workers  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Transportation site for children: 
 

http://www.dot.state.ia.us/histboo
k.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Banking for Children Site: 
 

http://life.familyeducation.com/mo
ney-and-kids/personal-

finance/34481.html
 

Banking Games for Children: 
http://www.kidsbank.com/banking

_trivia/gamechoice.asp 
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SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS:  STRATEGIES AND ASSESSMENTS 

 
 

 
RECALL/ 

COMPREHENSION APPLICATION ANALYSIS SYNTHESES EVALUATION 

WORD 
Literature on all genre
fiction, non-fi

Read/Listen/Respond:  P
s – 

ction and poetry 

erform:  Puppet show 
about life in the 
neighborhood 

Discern:  
Exaggerations 
about life in the 
neighborhood 

Compose: Song 
about your 
neighborhood 

Survey:  Rate your 
community parks, library, 
shopping mall, and 
cleanliness of streets… about topics in social studies 

LOGIC 
during the different seasons 
Bar Graph:  Temperatures Case  Study:  Heating 

our homes today and 
in the distant past 

Categorize:  
Crops based on 
different 
environments 

Create:  Budget for 
your real allowance 

Debate:  Needs and Wants 

PICTURE 
Services 
Collage:  Goods and Stick Figures:  Service 

Providers 
Compare jobs in 
town and jobs in 
the rural areas 

Create:  A service 
job for the future 

Rate:  Most important 
service job 

BODY 
problem and come up wi
Role Play:  A classroom 

th 
Mock Trial:  Hear the 
case of a classroom 

oblem 

Discuss:  Ways to 
solve classroom 
problems 

List:  Pros and 
Cons of solutions 
to problems 
suggested 

Decide:  Best solution to 
classroom problems 

the best solution for all 
classmates 

pr

MUSIC of the meaning of the words 

Record:  Your 
understanding of the 
meaning of the 
patriotic songs 

Compose:  New 
words to an old 
song.  Theme – 
your 
neighborhood 

Compose a new 
patriotic song 

Evaluate:  The new patriotic 
song 

Listen to patriotic songs and 
discuss your understanding 

PEOPLE 
Discuss:  Role of president, 
governor, mayor 

Game:  Who am I? 
President, Governor, 
Mayor 

Chart:  Questions 
you will ask the 
mayor about your 
neighborhood 

Mural:  Ou
Leaders Help Us 

Investigate;  Ask parents, 
neighbors and teachers 
about their favorite 
president.  Ask why 

r 

SELF 
Journal:  Description of 
governor or mayor or 
president 

Write:  Reactions to 
books/photos about 
the country 

Question:  Ask 
parents what they 
liked about their 
parents 

Imagine:  What 
your life would be 
like if ____ 

Conclude:  What is an ideal 
neighborhood 
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GRADE ONE 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FAMILIES 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
SKILLS 

SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS NEIGHBORS

LIFE LONG AGO GOVERNMENT

 HELPERS  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 WORK ENVIRONMENT

 
 

RULES



Social Studies Skills:  6.1 
*Social Studies Skills need to be used throughout the study of the units and across the curriculum. 

 
Reading Skills Writing Skills Maps and Globe 

Skills 
Charts and 
Graphs 

Data and 
Diagrams 

□

 

s     

ze historical events 
 Listen to biographies of 
important people 

□ Listen to stories of 
important events 

 
 

□

sentences  about a 

 
Social Studies Journal Writing 

a 
□ History Maps – Early 

Americans 

 

 at 

rts 
□

organize 
information 

f the 

Liberty…. 
 

 Retell stories 
□ Compare and contrast 

Information 
□ orizeClassify/Categ
□ Recite poems 
□ Use illustrations 
□ Picture Walks 
□ Predictions 
□ Cause and Effect 
□ Sequence 
□ Vocabulary  Word Wall
□ for social studies 
□ Dramati
□

 Draw and dictate sentences 
□ Label pictures 
□ Write sentence strips showing 

sequence 
□ Shared Writing 
□ Write  three 

topic 
□ Write stories 

Maps and Globes 

□ Use directions – up, 
down… 

□ Map title 
□ Map keys 
□ Picture maps 
□ borhood Map of neigh
□ Map of town 
□ Map of State 
□  Map of Country
□ Map of North Americ

 
 

□ Picture graphs 
□ Bar graphs 
□ Flow chart 
□ Information 

charts -  e.g. jobs 
in the 
neighborhood, 
school and 
neighborhood 
helpers, jobs
home 

□ KWL Cha
 Create a  Chart  - 

□ Read 
temperatures -
Fahrenheit 

□ Read calendar 
□ Timelines 
□ Diagram of a 

house, school, 
store… 

□ Diagram o
Statue of 
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UNIT ONE: FAMILIES AND CULTURES AROUND THE WORLD 
 

OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES
History 6.4  (Culture) 

 
Families Today and Yesterday; 
Families From All Over 
 
□ Describe your family’s history through 

two generations 
□ Compare family life today with long 

ago – shelter, food, and housing… 

 those 

ompare 

 from 

□ d States is a 
diverse nation and one of the many 
nations in the world  

 

□ Tell about your family heritage with 
stories, songs, and drawings… 

□ Understand that families have roots in 
many parts of our world. 

□ Share stories of responsibilities your 
parents had as children and with
responsibilities you have today 

□ Describe the kind of activities families 
from long ago did together and c
them with family activities today 

□ Describe some customs that families 
celebrate throughout the year that are 
rooted in their culture 

□ Describe community celebrations
different cultures as they happen 
throughout the year 
 Explain that the Unite

 

 
 

Generation 
Heritage 

Roots 
Responsibilities 

 
Culture 

 
Customs 

Celebrations 
 

Children’s games today – and in the 
past 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immigrant 
Nationalities 

Race 
 

 
       It is expected that Social Studies in the 
primary grades be taught through an 
abundance of literature:  Fiction, non-
fiction and poetry. 
 
     Social Studies should be integrated into 
the reading classes and  the religion 
classes. 
 
     It is expected that Social Studies is 
taught by the use of interviews, site visits, 
software, music and art, artifacts, 
photographs    
 
    It is expected that Social Studies is 
taught by using some of the vast resources 
on the Internet 
 
    It is expected that Social Studies is 
taught by the use of  individual and small 
group project, Webquests…
 

Textbooks 
 Macmillan/McGraw Hill:  All Together 2009 
 
Scott Foresman:  All Together –2008 
 
Harcourt:  About My World – 2007 
 
Houghton Mifflin : School and Family - 2008 
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OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES
History 6.4  (Culture) 

 
School Families  Today and 
Yesterday; School  Families From 
All Over 
□ Illustrate  why we need to go to school 
□ Propose a problem that children might 

meet on the playground.  With your small 
group list some solutions to the 
problem. Decide on the best solution 

□ Demonstrate rules that are part of our 
daily life at  school 

□ Explain the responsibilities of authority 
figures in school 

□ Compare and contrasts your school 
today with what it was like when it first 
opened - past 

 
 
Neighborhoods   Today and 
Yesterday 
□ Recognize that a neighborhood is the 

ge 

ethnic 
groups, customs and traditions in 
your neighborhood 

place where people live 
□ Describe how neighborhoods chan

over time 
□ Identify buildings in relation to your 

school and neighborhood 
□ Distinguish the different diverse 

 
Problem 

Solutions 
 

Rules 
Responsibilities 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Present 
Past 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Neighborhood 
Change 

 
 

Ethnic groups 
Customs 

Traditions 

Provide Materials for the students’ 
projects: 

 
Wall murals 
Scrapbooks 

My Family’s Customs Book  
Interviews 

Mobile 
 

Important Site for Social Studies 
Teachers:  National Council of Social 

Studies Teachers: 
http://www.socialstudies.org

 
These are excellent sites for lessons, 

pictures, activities 
http://www.kent.k12.wa.us/curriculum/soc_s

tudies/elem/elementary.htm
 
 

http://classroom.jc-
schools.net/basic/socst.html

 
Webquest:  Neighborhoods 

 
http://www.eiu.edu/~readctr/800WebQuests

/Nowak%20Web/index.htm
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UNIT TWO: I KNOW WHERE I LIVE 
OUTCOMES  VOCABULARY RESOURCES

Geography 6.6 
 
Location:  Maps and Globe 
 
□ Identify your home address 
□ Understand the globe as a model of the 

Earth 
□ Understand that maps are different 

representations of the Earth 
□ Explore  simple picture maps to identify 

the location of places in the classroom 
and in the school and neighborhood 

□ Read map symbols on picture maps 
□ Use simple map keys to find places in 

r 
 

□
 on a map and globe 

□ Understand the connection between 
your town/city; state, country, continent, 
Earth 

the neighborhood 
□  of Understand that the Earth is made up

atedifferent  landforms and bodies of w
□ Explore  map to locate your town/city

 Locate New Jersey and the United 
States

□ Locate North America on a map and 
globe 

□ Locate the Atlantic Ocean on a map 
and globe 

□ Locate the North and South Pole on a 
globe 
 

 
 

Address 
Globe 
Map 

Picture Map 
Map symbols 

Map keys 
 

Earth 
 

State 
New Jersey 

 
Country 

United States 
 

Continent 
North America 

 
Atlantic Ocean 

 
North Pole 
South Pole 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Excellent site for activities: 

www.socialstudiesforkids.com
 
 

Weather Units: 
http://www.proteacher.org  

 
http://www.theteacherscorner.net  
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OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES
Geography 6.6 

 
Location:  Maps and Globes 
□ Distinguish between land and water on 

globes and maps 
□ Demonstrate the cardinal directions of 

North, South, East, West 
 
Weather and Climate 
□ Give examples of seasonal weather 

changes 
□ Identify and describe the weather and 

 climate of your area
□ Illustrate how climate affects the way 

e year 
affect everyday life and work 

people live – clothing, play… 
□ Explain how the seasons of th

 
Landforms 
□ Find the different landforms (mountains, 

valleys…) that can be located on a map 
and globe 

 
Waterforms 
□ Find the different waterforms (lakes, 

rivers, oceans…) that can be located on 
a map and globe 

 
 
 
 
 

Cardinal directions 
North, South, East, West 

 
 

Summer  
Fall 

Winter 
Spring 

 
Hot 
Cold 

Warm 
Rain 
Snow 

 
 
 
 

Landforms 
Hill 

Valley 
Plains 

Mountains 
 
 

Waterforms 
Oceans 
Rivers 
Lakes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardinal_
directions

 
 
 

EnchantedLearning.com
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Geography 6.6 
 
Natural Resource 
 
� Identify natural resources  in your 

town/city; state, nation 
� Identify the uses and reuses of natural

resources in your community 
 

 

 Compose a poem for Earth Day – April 

 Catholic School Students 

� Demonstrate how you can wisely care 
for the Earth 

� Identify ways that natural resources can 
be used and reused 

� Identify the ways that protecting natural 
resources can help animals 

� Respond to important problems with the
Earth’s natural resources 

�
22 

 
New Jersey
Go Green 
 
� 

caring for our 

Recycle 
Reduce 

 

Make a chart showing how you are 
Earth 

Reuse 

 
Natural Resources 

 
Water 

Air 
Oil 
Gas 

Trees 
Soil 

Animals 
Plants 

 
 

Use of Resources 
Reuse of Resources 

 
Care of the Earth 

 
Conservation 

Pollution 
 
 

Environment 
Reuse 

Recycle 
Reduce 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/world/nres.html
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UNIT THREE: MY COMMUNITY – MY SAFETY 
OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES

Civics 6.2 
Rules and Laws 
□ Understand that there are safety reasons for 

having rules at home and at school and in the 
neighborhood 

□ Give examples of rules in school that ensure 
your safety 

□ Demonstrate safety while in the school building 
□ Demonstrate the consequences of not following 

the neighborhood are 

 

rules 
□ Understand that rules in 

called laws 

Responsibilities: 
□ Understand that family members, friends and 

□ t we have many leaders who 
have different responsibilities in our school and 

d 

classmates can teach us how to act 
responsibility 
 Understand tha

neighborhoo
 
Government: 
□ Explain why we need government 
□ Understand the role of town/city   government 

ncluding the 

the leader of  the 
United States 

□ Retell stories of our first president 
□ Retell stories that showed  Abraham Lincoln 

cared about freedom - slavery 

□ Understand the meaning of a law  
□ Explain the role of public officials i

mayor, governor, president 
□ Recognize that the President is 

 
 

Rules 
Authority 
Safety 

Consequences 
Laws 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Responsibility 
Leaders 

 
Principal 

Pastor 
 
 
 
 

Government 
Law 

Public Official 
Mayor 

Governor 
President 

 
George Washington 

Abraham Lincoln:  Freedom, 
Slavery 

 
 

www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/world/nres.html 
 

Games for Social Studies: Economic 
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.co

m/subjects
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Governor Corzine of New Jersey  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post pictures of the mayor, governor, 
president in your classroom 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Rights - Citizens 
□ Describe  the different  rights you and 

family members have  in your home family, 
school family, community family 

□ Explain that a citizen is a member of a 
country 

□ Demonstrate ways you can be a responsible 
citizens 

□ Explain the reason why we vote 
 
Symbols of our Country: 
□ Understand some of the symbols that represent 

the United States:  Statue of Liberty, flag, Pledge 

ct our flag 

Identify the motto of the United States 

of Allegiance, bald eagle, presidential seal… 
□ Explain how and why we should respe
□ Celebrate Flag Day – June 14 
□ 
 

Holidays 

s of the First Thanksgiving with the 
 American and the Pilgrims 

s about Martin Luther King, Jr. “I 

□ Understand the holidays we celebrate as a 
nation 

□ Describe neighborhood celebrations 
□ Retell storie

Native
□ Retell storie

Have a Dream” 
 
Music 
□ Sing the song America 
□ Sing the song The Star Spangled Banner –  Our 

National Anthem 
□ Sing the song Yankee Doodle 

 
Be:  Respectful, caring, and 

responsible.  Be fair, honest and 
show courage 

 
 
 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Flag 

Stars and Strips 
Bald eagle 

Presidential Seal 
“In God We Trust” 

Liberty Bell 
Washington Monument 

Capitol  Building 
 

Throughout the school year through 
stories, songs, rituals and 
videos/software celebrate each and 
every national holiday – with meaning. 
 
National Holidays:  Memorial Day, 
July 4th  Labor Day, Columbus Day, 
Veterans’ Day, Thanksgiving , 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 
Presidents’ Day 
 
Cinco de Mayo 
Black History Month 
Chinese New Year 
Kwanzaa 
Thanksgiving, Native Americans, 
Pilgrims, 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Family Members Have Rights 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artifacts of Native Americans – cooking 
tools, clothing… 

 
Use primary documents flags, 
presidents, events, holidays…. 
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UNIT FOUR: MY COMMUNITY – MY RESOURCES 
 

OUTCOMES   VOCABULARIES RESOURCES
Economics 6.5 

 
Wants and Needs: 

 
□ Describe ways that families meet basic 

human needs 
□ Contrast wants and needs in your life and 

the life of your family  
□ Explain how people fulfill wants and needs 
□ Identify examples of people wanting more 

 than they can have
□ Explain what would happen if our needs 

and wants  were greater than our 
resources 

natural 

saving and 
earning money 

□ Identify the role of markets in the 
exchange of goods and services 

 
Spending and Saving 
□ Explain why wanting more than they can 

have requires that people make choices 
□ Explain the difference between 

 
Goods and Services 
□ Identify examples of choices families make 

when buying goods and services 
□ Identify examples of goods and services 

in the home, school and community 
□ Identify ways people exchange goods and 

services 

 
Wants 
Needs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choices 
Saving 
Earning 

 
Goods  

Services 
Exchange 

Trade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Markets 
Factories 

 
Great site for money projects: 

 
http://www.extension.umn.edu/dis
tribution/youthdevelopment/DA61

16.html
 
 
 
 

Webquest:  Economy 
 

http://www.moneyinstructor.com/ele
mentary.asp

 
 
 
 

Blueprint Skill Economics

Identify examples of private and public 
goods and services.
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARIES RESOURCES 
Economics 6.5 

 
Jobs: 
□ Design a brochure showing the different 

jobs people do in your neighborhood 
□ Describe the requirements of various 

jobs and the characteristics of a job 
performed 

well-

□ Describe how specialized jobs contribute 
to the production of goods and services 

□ Give examples of how volunteers help 
people in your neighborhood 

 
 
Transportation: 
□ Identify the role of transportation in the 

exchange of goods 
 
 
Scientists and Inventions 
□ Describe how technology has change

transportation, communicati
d 

on, tops, 
tools, household appliances  

oney:
 
M  

money is and why it is 

Compare different kinds of money from 
around the world 

 

 
□ Understand what 

important to save it 
□ 
 

 
Some Examples: 

Chef 
Doctor/nurse 
Police officer 
Fire Fighter 

Teacher 
Lawyer 

 
Service 

Volunteer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transportation 
 
 
 

 
Alexander Graham Bell 

Thomas Edison 
 
 

Money 
 

Penny 
Nickel 
Dime 

Quarter 
Dollar 

 

 
http://www.Transportationplans.com
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SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS:  STRATEGIES AND ASSESSMENTS 
 

 
RECALL/ 

COMPREHENSION     APPLICATION ANALYSIS SYNTHESES EVALUATION

WORD 
Read/Listen, Respond to:  
Fables, limerick, plays, 
fiction, non-fiction, poems 
about families 

Show and Tell:  Family 
photos 
Puppet show about a 
family episode 

Compare/contrast:  
Family stories as 
told by parents 
and grandparents 

Write three 
descriptive 
sentences about 
family members 

Investigate:  Collect and 
evaluate stories from your 
grandparents’ home country 

LOGIC 
Bar Graph:  Size of families, 
age of members 

Time Line:  Do a 
timeline of family 
events over the past 
ten years 

Summarize and 
Categorize:  Bar 
Graph results 

Estimate:  Number 
members in your 
class.  Do a real 
count 

Survey; Largest family, 
smallest family, family roots 
that are the farthest away 

PICTURE 
Draw:  Map of the route you 
take to school 

Collage:  Different 
kinds of money 

Compare/contrast 
what people from 
different countries 
buy for groceries 

Imagine:  Street 
without signs 

Select:  Favorite town site 
(e.g. park, lake…) 

BODY 
Field Trip; Walk Around your 
neighborhood and note 
observations 

Create:  Mock grocery 
school 

Role-play:  
“Should I buy ___ 
or save the 
money. Tell why. 

Invent:  Your model 
town 

Scale: Model of your 
favorite site in town 

MUSIC 

Listen/sing:  Ethnic songs of 
America 

Change words of a 
song to remember 
rules.  e.g. Old 
MacDonald , You are 
my Sunshine  

Compare/contrast 
two patriotic 
songs:  America/ 
Star Spangled 
Banner  

Compose:  Songs 
about the jobs of 
community workers 

Evaluate:  Different ethnic 
music.  I liked, I wondered, I 
want to Know 

PEOPLE 
Role Play:  Job of a school 
worker;  bus driver, crossing 
guard 

Game:  On what street 
would you find____? 

Interview:  Police 
Officer,  Fire 
Fighter… 

Design a motto for 
your town 

Discuss:  This is what I like/  
Dislike about my town 

SELF 

Journal:  A local celebration Write three sentences:  
This is what I should 
get as an allowance.  
Tell why 

Compare your 
allowance and 
what your parents 
received when 
they were young 

Create a new town 
job.  Write a job 
description, pay, 
benefits 

Evaluate:  Classroom rules 
that is the hardest to keep 
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STANDARDS FOR 3-4 
 

Standard 6.1- Social Studies Skills 
All students will utilize historical thinking, problem solving and research sills to maximize their understanding of civics, history, 
geography and economics. 
. 
Descriptive Statement: The purpose of this standard is to develop the requisite skills needed to fully appreciate, comprehend, and 
apply knowledge of the other five social studies standards: civics, world history, United States and New Jersey history, geography, and 
economics. These skills must be integrated across all five standards. Students must understand basic concepts such as time, location, 
distance, and relationships and must be able to apply these concepts to the study of people, places, events, and issues. These skills 
focus on the importance of historical research as well as the need to distinguish fact from fiction and to understand cause and effect. 
These skills should not be taught in isolation; rather, students must use these skills in the study of all social studies disciplines. 

 
Building upon the knowledge and skills gained in the previous grades, 

by the end of Grade 4 students will: 
 

6.1.4 A. Social Studies Skills 
1. Explain how present events are connected to the past. 
2. Apply terms related to time including years, decades, centuries, and generations. 
3. Locate sources for the same information (e.g., weather forecast on TV, the Internet or in a newspaper). 
4. Organize events in a time line. 
5. Distinguish between an eyewitness account and a secondary account of an event. 
6. Distinguish fact from fiction 
   

Standard 6.2 – Civics 
All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American democracy and the rights, responsibilities and 
roles of a citizen in the nation and the world. 
. 
Descriptive Statement: The purpose of this standard is to prepare students to be informed, active, and responsible citizens in the 
American democratic republic. It is essential that students have an understanding of the historical foundations, underlying values, and 
principles upon which the American system of representative democracy is based. Before citizens can make informed, responsible 
decisions as voters, jurors, workers, consumers, and community residents, they must have an understanding and appreciation of the 
fundamental concepts, laws and documents which form the American heritage including the Declaration of Independence, the United 
States Constitution, and the New Jersey State Constitution. Students must understand how a representative democracy works and the 
value of citizen participation in the nation, state and local communities. In addition, students must also be prepared to serve as global 
citizens; that is, students must be aware that the United States has a significant impact on the rest of the world, and conversely, the rest 
of the world impacts the United States. Technological advances bring the world to our doorstep. International education enables 
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students to broaden their understanding of global issues that impact their life as Americans. The study of politics, government, and 
society should start in early elementary grades with the identification of the need for rules, laws, and structures for decision-making or 
governance, and proceed through upper elementary grades to identify key documents and ideas that express democratic principles. 
Intermediate students should examine the various forms of government, the functions of the various branches of our federal 
government, as well as local and state levels of government. They must understand the ongoing need to balance individual rights and 
public needs. High school students should build on their prior knowledge and skills by analyzing the scope of governmental power, the 
spectrum of political views, and how the United States functions in a global society. Students should be encouraged not only to learn 
about how government works but also to apply their knowledge and to use their critical thinking, listening, and speaking skills to better 
understand the value of citizen participation in a representative democracy.  
 
Five major topics are addressed in the indicators and are reflected in the following questions: 

1. What is government and what should it do? 
2. What are the basic values and principles of American democracy? 
3. How does the government established by the Constitution embody the purposes, values, and principles 
      of American democracy? 
4. What is the relationship of the United States to other nations and to world affairs? 
5. How can citizens and groups participate effectively in the democratic process? 

 
Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 4, students will: 
 

6.2.4 A. Civic Life, Politics, and Government 
1. Describe the characteristics of an effective rule or law (e.g., achieves purpose, clear, fair, protects rights and the common good). 
2. Differentiate between power and authority. 
3. Recognize that government exists at the community, county, state, and federal levels. 
4. Recognize national, state, and local legislators and government officials and explain how to contact them for help or to express an opinion. 
5. Describe the contributions of voluntary associations and organizations in helping government provide for its citizens. 
 
6.2.4 B. American Values and Principles 
1. Identify the fundamental values and principles of American democracy expressed in the Pledge of Allegiance, the Declaration of 

Independence, the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights, and the first New Jersey Constitution. 
2. Explain the significance of symbols of American values and beliefs, including the Statue of Liberty, the Statue of Justice, the American Flag, 

and the national anthem. 
3. Describe how American values and beliefs, such as equality of opportunity, fairness to all, equal justice, separation of church and state, and 

the rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights, contribute to the continuation and improvement of American 
democracy. 

4. Evaluate the importance of traditions, values, and beliefs, which form a common American heritage in an increasingly diverse American 
society. 
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F-8 
 

6.3 - World History 
All students will demonstrate knowledge of world history in order to understand life and events in the past and how they relate to the 
present and the future. 
The standards do not outline specific world history content and skills for students in grades K-4.  
Students in grades K-4 need to develop the social studies skills outlined in Standards 6.1 in order to understand the complex 
information presented in grades 5-8. Standard 6.2: Civics and Standard 6.4: United States and New Jersey History provide a foundation 
for the study of home, family, community, culture, international education, and global issues. In addition, as elementary students begin 
the study of a world language, they will learn about the history and culture of countries where the target language is spoken. Finally, the 
visual and performing arts standards require that students study works of art from various historical periods and diverse cultures. Thus, 
K-4 students will have multiple opportunities to study world history from different perspectives through a more integrated approach. 

 
Building upon the knowledge and skills gained in the preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 4, students will: 
 

Learn content and skills found in Standards 6.1 (Social Studies Skills) and 6.2 (Civics). 
 

6.4 - United States and New Jersey History 
All students will demonstrate knowledge of the United States and New Jersey history in order to understand life and events in the past 
and how to understand life and events in the past and how they relate to the present and future. 
Descriptive statement: This standard introduces students in grades K-4 to the history of the United States and New Jersey through 
the study of family and community life. Through this study, students also become aware of many cultural traditions and heritages that 
contribute to the diversity of this country. As a foundation for further study in grades 5-8, students learn about important issues and 
personalities that have influenced the history of the state and the nation 

 
Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 4, students will: 
 

6.4.4 A. Family and Community Life 
1. Discuss how families long ago expressed and transmitted their beliefs and values through oral tradition, literature, songs, and 

celebrations. 
2. Compare family life in a community of the past to life in a community of the present. 
3. Discuss the reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to America and New Jersey and describe the 

problems they encountered. 
4. Discuss the history of their community, including the origins of its name, groups and individuals who lived there, and access to 

important places and buildings in the community. 
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5. Explain that Americans have come from different parts of the world and have a common American heritage, in addition to the 
heritage of the countries of origin. 

6. Describe situations in which people from diverse backgrounds work together to solve common problems. 
 
6.4.4 B. State and Nation 
1. Compare the major early culture of the Lenape that existed in the region that became New Jersey prior to contact with the 

Europeans. 
2. Discuss the reasons why revolutionary leaders, including George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and 

Governor William Livingston fought for independence from England. 
3. Discuss New Jersey’s role during the American Revolution. 
4. Identify major documents and symbols in New Jersey and American history, including the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration 

of Independence, the United States Constitution, the New Jersey State Seal, and Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech. 
5. Identify and discuss major scientific discoveries and inventions, the scientists and inventors who developed them (e.g., Thomas 

Edison), and their impact on life today. 
6. Discuss the experiences of immigrants who came to the United States and New Jersey, including reasons for immigrating, 

experiences at Ellis Island, and working and living conditions in America. 
7. Describe the population shift from the farm to the city in New Jersey. 
8. Discuss the value of the American national heritage including: 

a. Diverse folklore and cultural contributions from New Jersey and other regions in the United States; 
b. History and values celebrated in American songs, symbols, slogans, and major holidays; and 
c. Historical preservation of primary documents, buildings, places of memory, and significant artifacts. 
 

STANDARD 6.5 – Economics 
All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles. 
. 
Descriptive Statement: Economics is the study of human behavior in relation to scarce resources. It is also about responsible 
citizenship. Effective economic decisions within the roles of consumer, producer, saver, and investor are more likely to be made if 
students understand economic concepts and their applications. The understanding of economic principles, concepts, and analytical 
tools is also essential for career development and financial success in the 21st century. Our students live in a world of increasing global 
interdependence. Students also need to understand that the economic decisions of institutions, governments, and individuals can have 
immediate and far-reaching impacts. Another goal of this standard is to provide students with the necessary economic 
knowledge and skills for a full understanding of political, social, and historical events. These events are often incompletely or 
inadequately understood without a firm grasp of their economic components. For example, no modern election is without economic 
aspects and, in fact, economic issues have dominated many recent elections. Therefore, it is essential that New Jersey’s schools 
provide all students with a strong foundation in the social science of economics. 
 



 
 
 

6 

This standard addresses two strands across grades K-12: 
A. Economic Literacy 

B. Economics and Society 
 

Building upon the knowledge and skills gained in the preceding grades, 
by the end of Grade 4, students will: 

 
6.5.4 A. Economic Literacy 

1. Distinguish between goods (e.g., objects) and services (e.g., activities). 
2. Distinguish between a want and a need and explain how to choose needed goods and services. 
3. Explain the three functions of money in the economy. 

a. Medium of exchange (e.g., buying) 
b. Measure of value (e.g., price comparison) 
c. Store of value (e.g., saving) 

4. Discuss how natural, human, and capital resources are used to produce goods and to provide services. 
5. Explain that prices are the money value of goods and services and that prices change as a result of supply and 

demand. 
6. Define consumers as buyers and producers as workers and sellers. 
7. Explain that people can improve their ability to earn income by gaining new knowledge, skills, and experiences. 
8. Describe how to earn and save money in order to purchase a needed or desired item. 
 

6.5.4 B. Economics and Society 
1. Explain that some essential goods and services are provided by the government, such as roads, schools, 

parks, police, and fire protection. 
2. Describe products and services that are developed, manufactured, or grown in New Jersey. 
 

STANDARD 6.6 – Geography 
All students will apply understanding knowledge of spatial relationships and other geographic skills to understand human behavior in 
relation to physical and cultural environment. 
. 
Descriptive Statement: The study of geography is based on the principle that thinking in and understanding spatial terms will enable 
students to understand the many relationships of place, people, and environments. By taking an active, questioning approach to the 
world around them, students learn to devise their own mental worldview. As students engage in critical thinking to interpret patterns in 
the evolution of significant historic events and the movement of human populations on the Earth’s surface, their understanding of 
geography, history, economics, and civics deepens. Furthermore, the use of geographic tools and technology assists students to 
understand the reasons for, and the economic, political and social consequences of, human impact on the environment in different 
areas of the world. 
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This section is organized around five strands adapted from the National Geography Standards. 
1. The World in Spatial Terms 
2. Places and Regions 
3. Physical Systems 
4. Human Systems 
5. Environment and Society 

 
Building upon knowledge and skills gained in preceding grades, 

by the end of Grade 4, students will: 
 

6.6.4 A. The World in Spatial Terms 
1. Use physical and political maps to identify locations and spatial relationships of places within local and nearby communities. 
2. Describe and demonstrate different ways to measure distance (e.g., miles, kilometers, time). 
3. Estimate distances between two places on a map using a scale of miles. 
4. Identify the major cities of New Jersey, the United States, and the world. 
5. Identify the major countries, continents, bodies of water, and mountain ranges of the world. 
6. Locate time zones, latitude, longitude, and the global grid. 
 
6.6.4 B. Places and Regions 
1. Identify the physical and human characteristics of places and regions in New Jersey and the United States (e.g., landforms, 

climate, vegetation, and housing). 
2. Explain changes in places and regions over time and the consequences of those changes. 
3. Describe the geography of New Jersey. 
4. Discuss factors involved in the development of cities (e.g., transportation, food, marketplace, religion, military protection). 
 
6.6.4 C. Physical Systems 
1. Describe the basic components of the Earth’s physical systems, including landforms, water, erosion, 
weather, and climate and discuss their impact on human development. 
 
6.6.4 D. Human Systems 
1. Describe the development of transportation and communication networks in New Jersey and the United States. 
2. Identify the distribution and characteristics of populations for different regions of New Jersey and the United States. 
 
 
6.6.4 E. Environment and Society 
1. Differentiate between living and non-living natural resources. 
2. Explain the nature, characteristics, and distribution of renewable and non-renewable resources. 
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Big Ideas, Essential Questions and Enduring Understanding of Social Studies   K-4 
*Note:  Essential Questions and Enduring Understandings span the K – 12 Grades 

 
Big Idea: The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between past and 
present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both thinking and action.  

 
Essential Questions – History  Enduring Understandings  

Family and Community Life 
 
How have my family’s heritage and traditions influenced my 
current family life?  
 
How am I connected to the past?  
 
Why can traditions sometimes not be maintained?  
 
What impact has New Jersey made on American history?  

 
 
 Many cultural traditions and heritages contribute to our 
state’s and nation’s diversity  
 

 
 
 

 
Big Idea: The study of economics fosters an understanding of the management of resources in the global, public and private 
sectors and in individual decision making  

 
Essential Questions - Economics Enduring Understandings  

Economic Literacy 
 
How is price determined?  

  
Supply and demand is a basic economic principle in a 
capitalist society.  
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Big Idea: An understanding of the historical foundations and underlying values and principles of American democracy prepares 
learners to make informed, responsible decisions as citizens and to value participation as citizens of the nation and the world  

 
Essential Questions  - Civics Enduring Understandings  

Civic Life, Politics and Government  
 
 What is government and what can it do?  
 
Why do rules, laws and government not always preserve 
individual rights and the common good?  
 
What can be done about it?  
 

 
Societies require rules, laws and government.  
 
Governments can change based on the needs of people, 
their society and their culture.  
 
Citizens can influence government in many ways if they 
choose to participate.  

American Values and Principles  
 
How have the basic values and principles of American 
democracy changed and in what ways have they been 
preserved?  

 
 
Our government was founded on the principles of fairness, 
equality and respect for diversity.  

 
Citizenship  
 
How can citizens and groups participate effectively in the 
democratic process?  
 
 
Can the rights of American citizens ever cause conflict among 
them?  
 

 
 
Citizenship is a lifelong endeavor.  
 
It is the responsibility of citizens to actively participate in 
government; otherwise, the country is run by a few for the 
few.  
 
Protecting the common good may require sacrificing 
individual rights. Maintaining that fragile balance is the 
collective role of all citizens.  
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Big Idea: Knowledge of geography and application of geographic skills enables students to understand relationships between 
people, their behavior, places and the environment for problem solving and historical understanding. 

 

           

Essential Questions - Geography Enduring Understandings  
Place and Regions 

How does human migration affect a region?  
 

 
Both the physical characteristics and human inhabitants of 
regions change over time.  
 
Regional geographic differences can result in social, 
economic and political differences.  

Physical System 
Is geography destiny?  
How do natural resources affect the course of history?  

 Where we live influences how we live.  
 
 Natural resources determine a nation’s wealth.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



GRADE EIGHT:  GROWTH OF INDUSTRY  
   

ECONOMICS 

SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS 6.1 

CITIZENSHIP 6.2

UNITED STATES AND  
NEW JERSEY HISTORY 6.4 

GOVERNMENT 6.2

 
 

 GEOGRAPHY 6.6 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AMERICA: HISTORY 

OF OUR NATION 
 
 
 

 
 



Social Studies Skills:  6.1 
*Social Studies Skills need to be used throughout the study of the units and across the curriculum. 

Reading Skills Writing Skills Speaking Skills Maps and Globe 
Skills 

Charts and 
Graphs 

Data and 
Diagrams 

 Read political 
cartoons 

 Read Primary and 
Secondary Sources 

 Distinguish 
Fact/Opinion 

 Summarize 
passages 

 Make inferences 

 Make judgments on 
content – especially 
Internet materials 

 Main Idea and 
Details 

 Draw Conclusions 

 Predictions 

 Make generalizations 
based on multiple 
sources of information 

 Cause and Effect 

 Sequence:  Past, 
Present, Future; 1st, 2nd, 
3rd; First, Next, Last 

 Read Biographies 

 Venn Diagram:  
Compare and contrast 
Information 

 
 
 

 Take Notes using 
note cards:  One main 
idea with two or three 
supporting details per 
paragraph 

 
 Make an outline  

 
Topic 

               I 
A. 
B. 
C. 

              II 
* Use the software 
program Inspiration to 
help with learning 
outlines skills 
 
 
Topic Books – final 
project presented using 
technology tools 

 Friendly Letter 

 Letter to the Editor 

 Pen Pals - electronic
 

 

 Critique an 
historical speech 

 Retell historical 
stories 

 Choral Reading – 
historical poems 

 Recite poems on 
historical topics 

 Dramatize 
historical events 

 Opinion Speech 
 Describe 

photographs 
 Three minute oral 

presentation on a 
given topic 

 Prepare an eye-
witness account of 
an historical event – 
You Were There 
 

 Map title 
 Map keys 
 Map ledged 
 Picture maps 
 Map of the 50 

States 
 Map of North 

America 
 Map of the 

World 
 Topographical 

map 
 Distribution 

map 
 Map 

Projections 
 Political Map 
 History Map 
 Political Map 
 Locator Map 
 Landform Map 
 Hemispheres 
 Latitude 
 Longitude 

 Picture 
graphs 

 Bar graphs 
 Double Bar 

Graph 
 Climograph 
 Cartogram 
 Flow chart 
 Pie Chart 
 Line Graph 
 KWL 

Charts 
 

 Read 
temperatures –
Fahrenheit, 
Celsius 

 Two level 
Timelines - 
parallel 

 Diagrams 
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Reading Skills Writing Skills Speaking Skills Maps and Globe 
Skills 

Charts and 
Graphs 

Data and 
Diagrams 

 

 Classify/Categorize 
 Read biographies 
 Read historical 

fiction 
 Read poems   on 

historical topic 

 Read illustrations 

 Vocabulary Word 
Walls    for social 
studies 

 Internet sites – 
materials, activities 

 Electronic Atlas 

 Electronic 
Encyclopedia 

 Almanac 
 Gazetteer  

*Geographical 
dictionary 

 Glossary 
 Index 

 Write a news report 
using the 5 Ws: 
Who, what, when, 
where, why 

 Personal Glossary -
alphabetical order 

 Write eight 
sentence paragraphs 

 Write a summary 
based on an article 

 Write an 
informational essay 

  Write narrative 
accounts 

 Write persuasive 
letters 

 Write descriptive 
paragraphs – eight 
sentences on a given 
topic  

 Journal and Diary 
Writing 

 Write questions for 
interviews 

 Write questions for 
surveys 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  
 Prime Meridian 
 North Pole 
 South Pole 
 Equator 
 Elevation Map 
 Inset Map 
 Inset Map 
 Time Zone Map 
 Precipitation 

Map 
 Climate Map 
 Transportation 

Map 
 Population Map 
 Scale and 

Distance Maps 
 Small scale 

maps 
 Trace routes 
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Unit One:  The West is Transformed (1860 – 1896) 
 

Essential Message to Grade Eight Social Studies Teachers 
 

The purpose of Social Studies instruction in the elementary grades is to lay the foundation for a clear and awesome understanding of 

America’s stories and historical turning points. 

 

In Grades 4 and 5 the students learned the stories of the Native Americans.  The students in Grade 4 studied the Native Americans of 

the east coast.  The students in Grade Five learned about the Native Americans across the country – in each of our geographical 

regions. 

 

In Grades 4 and 5 the students learned the stories of the early explorers.  The students in Grade 4 studied the explorers of the east 

coast.  The students in Grade 5 learned about the explorers across the country – in each of our geographical regions. 

 

In Grade 7 students picked up the story with a deeper look at Colonial Times and end the year with not just the Civil War but with the 

Reconstruction of America. 

 

Hence, your task is to take up the story starting with the Growth of Industry post Reconstruction.  Enjoy the story. 

 
 
 

 
Slavery is Abolished  
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Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
 
Essential Question:    How did the growth of big business affect the development of the West? 
 
 

• How did mining and railroads draw people to the West? 

• What were the consequences of the conflict between the Native Americans and white     

settlers? 

• What factors led to the boom and bust in the cattle industry? 

• How did farmers on the Plains struggle to make a living?  

 
 
 

 
Railroads were built across the country 
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Unit One:  The West is Transformed (1860 – 1896) 
 

Outcomes   Vocabulary Resources
Focus 1: Railroads and Mining Industry 
6.4 6.5 6.6 
 

� Assess how the discovery of gold and 
silver affected the West 

� Describe life in the western mining 
towns 

� Summarize how railroads spread and 
helped the West develop 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus 2:  Native Americans and the 
Settlers 
6.4 6.5 6.6 
 

� Assess the importance of buffalo to 
Native Americans of the Plains 

� Explain how Native Americans and 
settlers came into conflict 

� Summarize the struggles of Native 
American groups to maintain their 
traditional ways of life 

� Explain why Congress passed the 
Dawes Act of 1887 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Vigilante 
Subsidy 

Transcontinental Railroad 
 

Boom and Bust 
Comstock Lode 
Frontier Justice 

Colorado 
Dakota 
Nevada 
Whites 

Mexican Americans 
African Americans 

Immigrants 
Travois 
Tepee 

Reservation 
Sitting Bull 

 
People of the Plains 
Fort Laramie Treaty 

Sand Creek Massacre 
Buffalo Soldiers 

Sioux, Cheyenne, Navajos, Apaches 
Col. George A. Custer 

Dawes Act 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

It t is expected that Social Studies in the middle 
grades be taught through an abundance of 
literature:  Fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 
 
Social Studies should be integrated into the 
reading classes, science and religion classes 
 
It is expected that Social Studies be taught by 
the use of interviews, site visits, software, 
music and art.    
 
It is expected that Social Studies is taught by 
using some of the vast resources on the 
Internet 
 
It is expected that Social Studies is taught by 
the use of individual and small group project, 
Webquests…
 
 

Textbooks 
*Prentice:  History of Our Nation 

Reconstruction to Present - 2009 

Holt: United States History Reconstruction 

to Present - 2009 
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Outcomes Vocabulary Resources 
 
Focus 3:  Cattle Country 
6.4 6.5 
 

� Trace the rise of the cattle industry 
� Describe the life of a cowhand on the 

trail 
� Categorize the myths of the Wild West 
� Assess the reasons behind the end of 

the cattle boom 
 
Focus 4; Farming Industry 
6.6 
 

� Assess the rise on farming on the 
Great Plains 

� Describe how people adapted to life on 
the Plains 

� Summarize the results of the Oklahoma 
Land Rush 

� Categorize and explain the reasons 
farmers of the Plains organized to seek 
reform in the farming industry 

 
 
 

Open range 
Cattle drive 

Vaquero 
Cow town 

Cattle kingdom 
Open range 

Kansas, Missouri, Wyoming 
Long drive 
Wild West 

Texas Longhorn 
 

Homesteader 
Sodbuster 

Boomers and Sooners 
Grange 

Farm cooperative 
Inflation 

William Jennings Bryan 
 

Homestead Act 
Exodusters 

Spanish Southwest 
Wheat and Grain 
National Grange 
Populist Party 

Mary Elizabeth Lease 
William Jennings Bryan – Great Commoner

William McKinley - Republican 
 
 

Webquests 
 

What is a Webquest? 
An inquiry-oriented activity in which most or all 
of the information used by students is online. 
Webquests give links necessary to complete 
the project 

 
BUILDING BLOCKS OF A WEBQUEST 

� Introduction  
� Task  
� Process  
� Resources  
� Evaluation  
� Conclusion: For a full explanation of 

Webquests for elementary students. Read 
from the ‘father of the webquest” what 
exactly they are all about. 

Bernie Dodge, San Diego State University 

http://webquest.sdsu.edu/about_webquests
.html 

 
Artist:  Frederic Remington 
“Cold Morning on the Range 
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Unit Two:  Industry and Urban Growth 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:    How did industrialization increase the speed of change? 
 
 
 

• What conditions spurred the growth of industry? 

• How did Big Business change the workplace and give rise to labor unions? 

• What were the causes and effects of the rapid growth of cities? 

• How was the experience of immigrants both positive and negative? 

• What were the causes and effects of an expanded educational system? 

 

 
Immigrants take the Railroads  
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OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES
Focus 1: Industrial Revolution Returns 
6.5 
 

� Chart the growth of industry after the 
Civil War and explain the reasons for 
this growth 

� Assess the inventions post Civil War 
that changed the way Americans lived 

� Describe the advances that 
revolutionized transportation 

 
 
 
 

 
Steam Engines in 1800's 

 
 
Focus 2:  Organized Labor and Big 
Business 
6.4 

� Assess the new business methods that 
helped American industry grow 

� Chart and assess the industry leaders 
of ‘Big Business’ during the growth 
period post Civil War 

� Describe workers’ efforts to organize 
the late 1800s 

 
 

Patent 
Thomas Edison 

Alexander Graham Bell 
Henry Ford 

Assembly line 
Wilbur and Orville Wright 

Steel and oil 
Railroad boom 

Electric light bulb 
Telephone 

Shoe-making machine 
Kodak Camera 

Eastman Lightweight Camera 
Human flight 

Wright Brothers 
Henry Ford 

Entrepreneur 
Corporation 
Monopoly 

Andrew Carnegie 
John D. Rockefeller 

Trust 
Free enterprise 

Samuel Gompers 
Collective bargaining 

Banking  
J. Pierpont Morgan 
Andrew Carnegie 

Steel Industry 
John D. Rockefeller 

Oil Refinery 
Free enterprise 

Social Darwinism 
Factory Work 

Unions 
Knights of Labor 

Mother Jones 
 

Urbanization 
Tenement 

Jane Addams 

 
How do you find Webquests on any 
topic? 
 

1) Google them! 
2) Type in any topic you want.  e.g. 
Webquests on the Lenape Indians 
3) You will be taken to a site rich with 
primary and secondary resources, 
activities, tasks, and games…. 

 

 

Best Webquests  
http://eduscapes.com/sessions/travel

/k3webquests.htm
 

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/thismonth/
democracy/index1.html

 
 

Begin to teach the students how to use 
the wealth of resources available for 

understanding our global world: 
 

Electronic Atlas 
Electronic encyclopedias 

e.g. www.sfsocialstudies.com
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 3:  Growth and Change in the 
Cities 
 6.5 6.6 
 

� Trace the growth of cities in the late 
1800s 

� Chart and assess the problems city 
dwellers faced and the efforts taken to 
improve their lives  

� Comment on the attractions and leisure 
activities city life offered 

 
Focus 4:  The New Immigrants 
6.5 6.6 
 

� Trace the reasons immigrants came to 
the United States in the late 1800s 

� Describe the difficulties immigrants 
faced adjusting to their new lives 

� Assess the ways immigrants 
assimilated and contributed to 
American life 

� Describe efforts to limit immigration in 
the late 1800s 

 
Focus 5:  Education and Culture 
6.4 6.5 
 

� Assess changes in education after 
1870 

� Identify and discuss new American 
writers of the late 1800s 

� Trace the growth of the American 
newspaper industry 

Settlement House  
 

Streetcar 
Elevated railroad 

Public Transportation 
Bridges 

Skyscraper 
Population growth 

Mother Cabrini 
Salvation Army 

Department stores 
Museums 
Orchestra 
Art Gallery 

Fredrick Law Olmsted and Central Park 
Steerage 

Assimilation 
Anarchist 

 
Migration 

Land of opportunity 
Religious freedom 

Political unrest 
Northern and Western Europe 

Ethnic neighborhoods 
Citizenship 

Nativist 
Labor 

Chinese immigrants in the West 
Compulsory education 

Realist 
Mark Twain 

Joseph Pulitzer 
Yellow journalism 

 
 

Art and Music and Literature in the 
Social Studies Lesson – Perfect 

Together 
     Of all the subjects that elementary 
students learn the one that has the most 
potential for connecting the arts, music and 
literature together is Social Studies.  
Through the arts you as a teacher can 
expose the students to so much more 
about the time, the event, and the 
background than any one textbook could 
ever do.  Textbook reading is by nature 
linear – line-by-line by line.  By using the 
arts you connect so many concepts 
together around one piece of work – the 
event, the climate, the mores of the 
people… 
 
There is just so much story – his story/her 
story – that we need to hand over to the 
students that we can no longer use our 
limited time using just one medium – the 
word. 
 
 

Important Site for Social Studies 
Teachers:  National Council of Social 

Studies Teachers: 
http://www.socialstudies.org

 
 

The Library of Congress has incredible 
primary and secondary sources – 
photographs, timelines, and stories. 
 
Google:  americaslibrary 
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Unit Three:  Progressive Era (1870 – 1920) 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:   How did society and politics change during the Progressive Era?
 
 

• How did reformers try to end government corruption and limit the influence of big 

business? 

• How did the Progressive Presidents extend reforms? 

• How did women gain new rights? 

• What challenges faced the new minority groups? 

 
 
 

 
                                                                               Elizabeth Cady Stanton Advocate for Women’s rights  
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OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES
Focus 1: Progressive Reform and the 
Gilded Age 
6.4 

 
� Assess the problems in American 

politics during the Gilded Age 
� Identify and describe the political 

reforms the Progressives championed 
� Assess the contribution of journalists to 

the reform efforts 
 

 
Mark Twain  (Author of “The Gilded Age) 

 
Focus 2:  Progressive Presidents 
6.4 6.5 
 
� Assess Theodore Roosevelt’s efforts to 

limit the power of business 
� Summarize the main points of 

Roosevelt’s Square Deal 
� Chart and explain and assess the 

reforms promoted by Presidents Taft and 
Wilson 

 

Civil service 
Primary 
Recall 

Initiative 
Referendum 

Graduated income tax 
Muckraker 

 
Gilded Age 

Spoils System 
James Garfield 
Pendleton Act 

Civil Service Commission 
Big Business 

“Trusts” 
Boss Tweed 
Corruption 

Progressives 
Political Reform  
Wisconsin Idea 

Sixteenth Amendment – income tax 
Seventeenth Amendment – direct election of 

senators 
Theodore Roosevelt 

Trustbuster 
Conservation 
National Park 

William Howard Taft 
Woodrow Wilson 

 
Big Business 

Organized Labor 
Square Deal 

Yosemite Valley 
U.S. Forest Service 
Progressive Party 

 
Carrie Chapman Catt 

Suffragist 

Go to the Source! 
 

In preparing your lessons on the ancient 
cultures what better source could you go 

but to the Museum of Art! 
 

Remember:  Google:  Museum of Art 
 

http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/index.a
sp
 

www.ourcourts.org
 

History for Kids 
 

History for Kids is a very good source that 
you can have the students use for home 
and independent projects.  This site can be 
used for all of the cultures. 

 
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/roma

ns/art/index.htm
 

New Jersey State Historical 
Commission:   

http://www.state.nj.us/state/divisions/histori
cal/resources/topical/
 
Free Resources from the Federal 
Government: 
 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/s
s/resources.htm

 
Novel:  The Jungle by Upton Sinclair 
Novel:  Ashes of Roses by Mary Jane 
Auch 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Focus 3:  The Rights of Women 
6.4 
 
� Chart and explain the ways that women 

won the right to vote 
� Assess the new opportunities women 

gained during the Progressive Era 
� Assess the rise of the temperance 

movement during the early 1900s 
 
Focus 4.  Justice – The Struggles 
6.4  6.5 
 
� Assess the efforts of African Americans 

to fight discrimination during the early 
1900s 

� Assess the difficulties faced by Mexican 
Americans during the early 1900s 

� Summarize the reasons Americans 
called for limits on Japanese immigration 
during the early 1900s 

� Assess the difficulties faced by religious 
minorities during the early 1900s 

 
 

Alice Paul 
Frances Willard 

Prohibition 
 

Nineteenth Amendment – women’s right to vote
 

Higher Education 
Women’s Clubs 

National Association of Colored Women 
Segregation 

Reform 
Florence Kelly 
Sweatshops 

Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
Alcohol 

Carry Nation 
Eighteenth Amendment – prohibition 

 
Booker T. Washington 

W.E.B. Du Bois 
Lynching 

Parochial School 
Anti-Semitism 

 
African Americans 

Jane Addams 
National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People – NAACP 
Violence 

Ida B. Wells 
President Wilson 

George Washington Carver 
Segregation 

Famine in Mexico 
Japanese Immigrants 

Gentlemen’s Agreement 
Religious minorities 

 

Looking Deeper from Different Perspectives 

Prepare to give a testimonial for your famous 
person. A testimonial is a ceremony in which a 
person is given something to show honor, 
admiration, and gratitude for his or her contributions.  

1. Now you and your partner will assume roles. One 
will be the famous American, and the other will be 
the person presenting the award.  

The presenter will write a speech to be given at the 
testimonial. It will introduce the person, tell a little 
about the background of the person, and tell many 
details about his/her contributions to our country and 
why those contributions were important. The speech 
should thank the person for his/her contributions. 
(This speech will be written in final form and given to 
the teacher. It will show your teacher how much you 
have learned and will be graded.)  

The famous person must write an acceptance 
speech. The speech should show thanks for the 
award, mention the achievements, and give reasons 
why he or she took those actions. (This speech will 
be written in final form and given to the teacher. It 
will show your teacher how much you have learned 
and will be graded.)  

2. Next you and your partner will need to design a 
medal to give at the testimonial. One side should 
have a picture of the person or an event, with some 
dates and lettering. The other side should have an 
inscription that summarizes the reasons for the 
award. The medal may be a pin-on or worn around 
the neck 

www.ourcourts.org
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Unit Four:  Foreign Relations (1853 1915) 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:  How did the United States demonstrate its growing interest in the Pacific and in Latin 

America? 
 

• How did the United States acquire new territory and expand trade in the Asia-Pacific 

region? 

• What were the causes and effects of the Spanish-American War? 

• How did the United States use the Monroe Doctrine to justify intervention in Latin 

America? 

 

 
Battle of Veracruz  
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OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES
Focus 1: Pacific Region 
6.4  6.5 6.6 
 
� Assess the early attempts by the United 

States to expand into the Pacific region 
� Assess the reasons many Americans 

favored expansionism 
� Chart and explain how the United States 

gained the territories of Samoa and 
Hawaii 

� Assess the United States’ efforts to 
protect its trading rights in China 

 
 
 
Focus 2:  Spanish-American War 
6.4 6.6 
 
� Depict the Americans’ reaction to the 

Cuban revolt  
� Assess the reasons the United States 

declared war on Spain 
� Assess the ways the Spanish-American 

War led to the creation of an American 
empire overseas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew C. Perry 
Isolationism 
Imperialism 

Frederick Jackson Turner 
Sphere of influence 

 
Trade 
Japan 
Alaska 

Expansionism 
Economic Growth 

Samoa 
Hawaii 

William McKinley 
Boxer Rebellion 

Open Door Policy 
Reconstruction 

Jose Marti 
William Randolph Hearst 

Emilio Aguinaldo 
Protectorate 

 
Rebellion in Cuba 

Cuban exiles 
President Cleveland 
President McKinley 

“Remember the Maine” 
Havana, Cuba 

Philippines 
Fall of Manila 

War in the Caribbean 
Cuban Independence 

Puerto Rico 
Guam and Wake 

Self-government v. expansionism 
 

Isthmus 

Note Taking from an electronic article. 
 

� Give the information you want a title.  
e.g. Colonial Homes 

� Use one index card for each note  
� Write one main sentence  
� Write two supporting detail sentences. 
 
                     Title 
 

Main idea 
 

One detail – One sentence 
 

One detail – One sentence 
 

One detail – One sentence 
 

 
Teacher Resource of Merit – The materials 
you can get at PBS – Teachers – are very 

good. 
 

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/socialstudie 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 3:  Latin America and the United 
States 
6.4 6.5 
 
� Summarize how and why the United 

States built the Panama Canal 
� Assess the ways the American 

Presidents expanded the Monroe 
Doctrine to intervene in the affairs of the 
Caribbean nations 

� Describe how relations between the 
United States and Mexico became 
strained under President Wilson 

 
 

 
Signing of the Monroe Doctrine  

 

William C. Gorgas 
Corollary 

Dollar Diplomacy 
Francisco Villa 

 
Panama Canal 

Colombia 
President T. Roosevelt 

Revolt 
Republic of Panama 

Malaria 
Yellow Fever 

Big Ditch 
 

Big Stick 
Roosevelt Corollary 

Howard Taft 
 
 

Graphic Organizers 
 

     Because the information students are 
learning is unfamiliar you need to do all that 
you can to help the students organize new 
information.  By showing your student how 
to use graphic organizers you will do 
much to help them focus and organize their 
new knowledge in meaningful ‘chunks.” 
 
Graphic Organizers will help students 
capture their concepts on a topic and map 
out their understanding. 
 
Venn Diagrams, T-Charts, Time Lines, 
KWL charts, Sequence Charts and Main 
Idea/Detail Charts will give you the most 
mileage in capturing the learning. 
 
Caveat:  Less is more.  Choose the graphic 
organizers you use with your class 
carefully.  Use them over and over. 
Students need time and practice using the 
graphs.   
 
This site has some very good graphic 
organizers that you have permission to print 
out. 
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/
 
How can you get other graphic organizers? 
 
Google:  graphic organizers 
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Unit Five:  World War I (1914 - 1919) 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:  What were the causes and effects of World War I? 
 
 

• What were the causes of World War I  

• What steps did the United States government take to prepare the nation for war? 

• How did the arrival of American troops in Europe affect the course of the war? 

• How did the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations disappoint President Wilson? 

 
 
 

                       
President Woodrow Wilson of the United States of America 

and the Prime Ministers of the United Kingdom,Italy,and France, 
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OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES
Focus 1: Run Up to the War 
6.4 
 
� Assess the factors that led to the 

outbreak of war in Europe 
� Assess the magnitude of World War I as 

compared to earlier conflicts 
� Trace the United States’ movement from 

neutrality to involvement in the war 
 
 
 
Focus 2:  The War Effort 
6.5 6.6 
� Summarize the ways that the United 

States quickly prepared for entry into 
World War I 

� Assess the measures our government 
took to control the wartime economy 

� Depict how the need to build support for 
the war sometimes conflicted with the 
civil liberties of the people here. 

 
 
Focus 3:  America at War 
6.4 
 
� Chart and discuss the setbacks the 

Allies faced in 1917 and 1918 
� Assess the ways the American forces 

contributed to the Allied victory 
� Summarize the main points of the 

agreement that ended the fighting in 
World War 1 

 
 

Militarism 
Nationalism 
Stalemate 

Trench warfare 
Propaganda 

 
Imperialism 

Alliance System 
June 28, 1914 

Sarajevo, Bosnia 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand 

 
Western Front 

German Forces 
Airplanes, armored tanks, rapid fire machine 

guns 
American Neutrality  

President Wilson 
Central Powers, Allies 

Lusitania 
U-boat 

“Peace without victory” 
Zimmerman Telegram 

Russian Revolution 
Declaration of war on Germany 

___ 
Mobilize 

Jeannette Rankin 
Illiterate 

Herbert Hoover 
Eugene V. Debs 

 
Selective Service 

African Americans and Women in the Military 
Patriotism 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Primary Resources on the Constitution 
http://www.usconstitution.net

 
Excellent site for children’s 

understanding of Bill of Rights  
http://www.congressforkids.net/Constitu

tion_billofrights.htm
 
 

 

 
This is a great ‘hangout’ for New Jersey 

students: 
http://www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/
 

New Jersey Legislature for 
elementary students: 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/kids/in
dex.asp
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 4:  Shaping the Peace 
6.4 
 
� Assess Woodrow Wilson’s plan for a 

lasting and just peace 
� Assess how the Treaty of Versailles 

punished Germany 
� Assess the reasons why Americans 

opposed membership in the League of 
Nations 

 
 
 
 
 

League of Nations -  
 

Convoy 
John J. Pershing 

Vladimir Lenin 
Communism 

Armistice 
 

Allied shipping 
American Expeditionary Force  

Bolsheviks 
Russia 

Battle of Argonne Forest 
France and Britain 
Kaiser Wilhelm II 

Self-determination 
Reparations 

Henry Cabot Lodge 
Deport 

 
President Wilson’s Fourteen Points 

Factors that led to war 
Territorial issues 

Peace Conference in Paris 
Big Four:  U.S. France, Britain, Italy 

Treaty of Versailles 
League of Nations 

President Wilson and. Henry Cabot Lodge 
Postwar Troubles:  Flu, labor unrest, Red 

Scare 

Internet Resources 
 
  Research clearly shows us that students 
need help reading and understanding non-
fiction materials.  What better time or way 
to learn this life-skill but by using non-fiction 
materials in and through the topics of Social 
Studies.  Our students have access to the 
Internet – whether at school or at home.  
We need to find the ways to assign good 
reading materials to them on topics they 
need to study anyway.  Assigning 
Webquests for homework, for project work 
will bring the students to materials that are 
readable and understandable. 

 
Imagine the day when we say to our 
students, “Your homework this week is to 
go to these Webquests and read materials 
about ______” 
 

 
Thinkquest Library – for the students 
and by the students  
 
Use the link below to go to a site that gives 
a whole new meaning to the term “Student 
Friendly.”  You will find competitive projects 
from all around the world that students 
created and entered for adjudication at the 
Thinkquest Library. 
 

http://library.thinkquest.org
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Unit Six:  Roaring Twenties (1919 – 1929) 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:  How did the nation react to changes in 1920’s? 
 

• What problems at home and abroad challenged the nation after World War I? 

• How did social change and social conflict mar the 1920’s? 

• What arts and culture symbolized the Jazz Age? 

• What economic problems threatened the economic boom of the 1920’s? 

 
 

 
The Jazz Age 
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OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES
Focus 1:  Peacetime Adjustments 
6.4 
� Chart and assess   how the economic 
      Factors led to the election of                     
      Republican Warren Harding 

� Compare/contrast the administrations 
of Harding and Calvin Coolidge 

� Summarize and discuss the U.S. policy 
of isolationism 

� Assess how the threat of communism 
abroad raised concerns in the United 
States 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus 2:  Changes in American Society 
6.5 
 

� Chart the causes and effects of the 
Eighteenth Amendment 

� Depict the many ways that the 
Nineteenth Amendment changed the 
role of women in society 

� Assess how the automobile, the radio 
and movies changed American culture 
after the war 

 
 
 
 
 
 

William Harding 
Calvin Coolidge 
Disarmament 
Communism 

Anarchist 
 

Harding Administration 
Recession 

Focus on Finances 
Teapot Dome Scandal 

Albert B. Fall 
 

Coolidge Administration 
Foreign Policy 

Red Scare 
Sacco and Vanzetti 

Immigration 
Prohibition 
Bootlegger 
Speakeasy 

 
Organized Crime 

Twenty-first Amendment: Repeal of 
Prohibition 

Role of Women 
Flappers 

Automobile, radio, movies 
Scopes Trial 

Racial Conflict 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Independent Reading 
 

It should be a non-negotiable in your 
classroom that during each unit of study the 
students spend time at home and during 
free time during school to broaden their 
backgrounds by doing lots of age 
appropriate reading and note taking. 
 
Below you will find a few books that the 
students can search out in your classroom 
library, school library or local library. 
 
Note:  The closer the books are to the 
students the more you improve the chances 
that the students will read them.  Hence, 
classroom libraries should have an 
abundant supply of children’s literature.  As 
a rule of thumb: Each classroom library 
should have about 100 age appropriate 
books on topics across the social studies’ 
spectrum.  

 
 

Book Circles 
 

Throughout any unit in Social Studies it 
should be a strong expectation that 
students read independently on the topic – 
at home and in their free time.  The 
students should be encouraged to share 
their books at regularly held Book Circles. 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 3:  Jazz Age 
6.4 

 
� Describe the new fads and heroes that 

emerged during the 1920’s and assess 
how they affected American culture 

� Trace the origins, assess the 
importance and spread of a new 
musical style – jazz 

� Depict how the new literary styles of 
the 1920’s described American society 
in a new and more critical manner 

 
 
 

Focus 4: Economy of the 1920’s 
6.4-6.5 
 

� Chart the causes and effects of the 
industrial boom that occurred in the 
1920’s 

� Explain just how rising stock prices 
encouraged many to borrow money to 
invest in the stock market 

� Assess the very people who did not 
profit from the prosperity of the 1920’s 

� Describe the issues of the election of 
1928 and Herbert Hoover’s victory 

 

Charles Lindbergh 
Jazz 

Sinclair Lewis 
Langston Hughes 

 
Dance fads 

Flagpole sitting 
Mah-jongg clubs 

Babe Ruth 
Johnny Weissmuller 

Red Grange 
Bobby Jones 

Bill Tilden 
Helen Wills 

Jack Dempsey 
 

Black musicians 
New Orleans 

Louis Armstrong - Satchmo 
Bessie Smith 

Duke Ellington 
George Gershwin 

 
Scott Fitzgerald – The Great Gatsby 
Ernest Hemingway – Farwell to Arms 

Sinclair Lewis – Babbit 
Installment buying 

Bull market 
Buying on margin 

Stock Market 
Industrial Growth 
Herbert Hoover 

Alfred E. Smith – Catholic 
“A chicken in every pot and a car in every 

garage” 
 
 

 

Use Primary Documents for historical 
turning points in American History: 

 
Primary Documents 

 Artifacts, letters, diaries, speeches, 
interviews 
 
Sometimes primary documents are not 
available so you have to use Secondary 
Documents – second hand accounts of a 
turning point: 
 
Biography, newspaper account, historical 
fiction… 

 
 

Note Taking from Primary and 
Secondary Sources 

 
This would be a good time to combine 
teaching students how to take notes from 
electronic resources and what plagiarism 
means and why it totally unacceptable. 
 
Plagiarism is a rapidly growing problem in 
many venues today.  Because it is so easy 
to locate information using the Internet, 
students have given in to the temptation to 
take materials and use them for their own.  
This needs to be addressed by all who are 
in the education field -- by teaching the 
observance of proper citation and copyright 
compliance AND by making sure our 
students know that stealing someone else's 
work is wrong 
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Unit Seven:  The Great Depression and the New Deal (1929 – 1941) 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:  How did the Great Depression affect the American people and change the role of 

government? 
 
 
 

• Why did the economy collapse after the stock market crash? 

• How did President Roosevelt respond to the Great Depression? 

• How did the Depression affect daily life? 

• What were the long-term effects of the Great Depression? 

 
 

                        
                                                 Crowd at New York's American Union Bank  

                                               during a bank run early in the Great Depression. 
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OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES
Focus 1:  Stock Market Crash 
6.4 
 

�  List and assess America’s economic 
problems during the late 1920s 

� Trace and discuss the lead up to the 
Depression 

� Depict how the Depression affected 
Americans 

� Chart and assess President Hoover’s 
response to the Depression 

 
 
 
 
 
Focus 2: President Roosevelt and the 
New Deal 
6.4  6.5 
 

� Trace and discuss Roosevelt’s victory 
in the election of 1932 

� Depict and discuss how the New Deal 
tried to promote economic recovery 

� Explain how the new federal laws 
regulated America’s economic system 

� Assess the obstacles and criticisms 
faced by the New Deal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overproduction 
Bankruptcy 

Default 
Bonus 

 
Stock Market Crash of 1929 

Factories, housing, automobile 
manufacturing  
Banking Crisis 
Unemployment 

Growing Poverty 
Family Life 

Government Aid 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation 

Bonus Army 
Franklin D. Roosevelt  

Fireside chats 
Huey Long 

Francis Townsend 
Pension 

Charles Coughlin  
 

New Deal 
Bank Holiday 

Unemployment Relief 
Jobs:  Civilian Conservation Corps, Works 

 Progressive Administration 
National Recovery Administration 

Public Works Administration 
Tennessee Valley Authority 

Truth in Securities Act 
Federal Deposit Insurance  

Food and Drug Administration 
Supreme Court 

 
 
 

Interdisciplinary Projects 
 

     Interdisciplinary projects are those that 

connect two or more academic subjects 

around a given theme or topic.  They are 

usually done over a span of time – a week, 

two weeks.  They usually allow students to 

work on the project alone, with a partner or 

in a small group of no more than four. 

Everything that we know about learner 

success tells us that when we give students 

a choice – choice of work partner(s), tasks, 

presentation…they will invest much more 

time and energy into the project. 

     Before the project even begins the 
students know exactly what they need to do 
to create a wonderful project because they 
have the grading rubric right in front of 
them! 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Focus 3:  Americans Suffer Through 
the Great Depression 
 6.2 
 

� Chart and discuss how the Great 
Depression and the New Deal affected 
women, African Americans, Mexican 
Americans and Native Americans 

� Trace and discuss the causes and 
effects of the Dust Bowl 

� Explain how art, radio and movies 
informed and entertained people 
during the Depression 

 
 
 
 
Focus 4:  The New Deal’s Legacy 
6.5 
 

� Trace and explain how the New Deal 
reformed labor relations 

� Trace and assess how Social Security 
began 

� Adjudicate the main arguments for 
and against the New Deal 

 
 
 
 

Eleanor Roosevelt – First Lady 
Civil Rights 

Mary McLeod Bethune 
Marian Anderson 
Migrant worker 

John Collier 
John Steinbeck 

 
Depression and Women at work, African 

Americans, Mexican Americans 
Roosevelt’s Black Cabinet 

Daughters of the Revolution and Marian 
Anderson 

Native Americans  
Commission of Indian Affairs 

Indian Reorganization Act 
 

Dust Bowl  
Black Blizzards 

Okies  
John Steinbeck, Grapes of Wrath

Artist Dorothea Lange – Dust Bowl Migrants 
Movies:  Mickey Mouse, Shirley Temple,  

King Kong 
Payroll tax 

Frances Perkins 
Collective bargaining 

John L. Lewis 
Sit-down strike 
Deficit spending 

Social Security Act 
Aid to Dependent Children 

National Labor Relations Board 
Fair Labor Standards Act 

United Mine Workers 
Committee of Industrial Organizations – C.I.O. 

American Federation of Labor – A.F.L. 
United Auto Workers 

Library of Congress Website – American 
Memory 

 
http://memory.loc.gov/
 
 
 
There are so many invaluable resources 
on the site American Memory.  Students 
should be asked to use the site as home 
assignments.  Give the students a few 
days to complete the assignment in the 
event that a few of your students do not 
have access to the Internet at home.  
These students would have to make 
arrangements to use the Internet in 
school at a scheduled time.  You must 
assign the Internet sites. 
 
 

Visual Images 
 
Take the art work, Unemployment by Ben 
Shahn and ask the students what they see, 
feel, know about the piece.  Ask the 
students what they consider the artist’s 
view of the subject might have been 
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Unit Eight:  World War II Era (1935 – 1945) 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:  What were the causes and effects of World War II? 
 
 

• What events led to the outbreak of World War II? 

• How did the United States move from neutrality to full involvement in the war? 

• How did the home front respond to American participation in the war? 

• How did the Allies win World War II and what were the results? 

 
 
 

 
World War II 1 
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OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES
Focus 1: Aggression Leads to War 
6.6  6.4 
 

� Trace and discuss the rise in power of 
the totalitarian dictators after World 
War I 

� Assess the route to military conquest 
by Germany, Italy and Japan 

� Discuss the reasons Americans chose 
neutrality in the newest world conflict 

� Trace and discuss the start up of World 
War II in Europe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus 2:  The United States Goes to War 
6.4 
 

� Trace and discuss the many ways the 
United States prepared for war and 
strengthened its ties with the Allies 

� Assess the main reasons the United 
States finally entered World War II 

� Chart and assess the reasons the 
Allies finally began to turn the tide of 
battle in North Africa and in the Pacific 

 
 
 
 
 

Josef Stalin 
Totalitarian state 
Benito Mussolini 

Fascism 
Adolf Hitler 
Aggression 

Appeasement 
Winston Churchill 

 
Dictator 

Soviet Communism 
Nazi Germany 

Militarism in Japan 
China, Ethiopia, Czechoslovakia 

American Neutrality Act 
Good Neighbor Policy 

Poland 
France 

Battle of Britain 
Invasion of the Soviet Union 

Total war 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Douglas MacArthur 
Lend-Lease Act 
Atlantic Charter 

Indochina  
Pearl Harbor 

Global conflict 
Europe and North Africa 

Soviet Resistance 
Philippines  

Bataan Death March 
Coral Sea and Midway 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document Based Questions – DBQs 
 

What is a document-based question?
�  Good, sharp, clear, penetrating historical 

documents are presented with key 
questions related to a general historical 
topic.  e.g. Pioneers Journey Westward.   

� Good sharp, clear and penetrating 
questions are posed for each historical 
document 

� The historical documents that you can use:  
Pictures, photographs, diary entries, 
posters, political cartoons, letters, poems, 
excerpts from stories written at the time of 
the event.... 

� Students are then directed to write a sharp, 
clear and penetrating essay based on the 
historical documents 

� Each DBQ should have four historical 
documents   for the question at hand.  (e.g. 
Pioneers Journey Westward 

� Each document will connect to the historical 
topic – Pioneers Journey Westward. 
Collectively each of the documents will tell a 
full story of the journey. 

� The historical sources and the 
accompanying questions should be such 
that they present the issue from two 
different perspectives 

� The two different perspectives for Pioneer 
Journey Westward might be:  Was it right or 
wrong for the people to risk their lives to 
travel the unknown roads westward?  Tell 
why. 

� It is the task of the student to synthesize the 
main themes of the documents and craft an 
essay that takes a position on the 
topic/question 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Focus 3:  The War at Home 
6.5 
 

� Depict and discuss the ways the United 
States built its military and converted its 
economy to meet wartime needs 

� Assess how American women 
contributed to the war effort 

� Chart and explain how World War II 
affected the Japanese Americans 

 
 
 
 
 
Focus 4:  Victory Awaits 
6.4 
 

� Trace and explain the Allies’ efforts to 
defeat Germany 

� Asses how a powerful new weapon 
brought the war in the Pacific to a close 

� Describe the horrors of the Jewish 
Holocaust 

� List and assess the consequences 
faced by captured enemy leaders of the 
war 

 
 
 

Rationing 
Intern 

A. Philip Randolph 
Bracero 

 
Military 

Wartime economy  
War Effort 

Women in Industry 
Rosie the Riveter 

Japanese Americans 
Internment  

Japanese, African Americans and Mexican 
American Soldiers 
Harry S. Truman 
Island hopping 

Kamikaze 
Genocide 

War crimes 
 

Italy 
D-Day 

Battle of the Bulge 
Germany 

Nazi Empire 
V-E Day 

Guadalcanal 
Navajo soldiers 

Manila 
Iwo Jima 
Okinawa 

Atomic Bomb 
Hiroshima  

 
Holocaust 

Death Camps 
War Crimes Trials  

Nuremberg 
 
 
 

The way the DBQ essay is crafted does 
matter.  Hence, the following tips: 
 
Introduction: 
 

a) Start the essay with a question or 
exclamatory sentence to attract the 
reader’s attention. 

b) Restate the historical question posed 
but use your own words. 

 
Body: 
 

a) You should have at least five good 
paragraphs in the body of the 
essay.  For each paragraph 
remember to have but one BIG 
IDEA with at least five 
details/sentences 

b) Weave the information from the 
historical documents into the essay 
paragraphs – naturally.   

c) Use historical quotes when possible 
- naturally. 

d) If you know interesting and relevant 
information about the topic weave it 
in to the essay 

 
Conclusion: 
 

a) Wrap up your essay by restating 
your opening introduction 
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Unit Nine:  United States in the Cold War (1945 – 1963) 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:  What key foreign and domestic issues affected the United States after World War II?
 
 
 

• How did the United States respond to the early stages of the Cold War? 

• How did the American economy and society change after World War II? 

How did the United States respond to the invasion of Korea and its aftermath? 

• How did the Cold War increase tensions around the world? 

 

 

 

   

       
Yalta- The Cold War Begins 1 
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OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES
Focus 1: Roots of the Cold War 
6.4 
 

� Trace and explain the breakdown of 
relationships among the Allies after 
World War II 

� Depict and assess the ways the United 
States tried to limit the spread of 
communism after World War II 

� Chart and assess the three new 
international organizations that arose 
after World War II 

� Synthesize the events of 1949 that 
shook the confidence of America 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus 2:  Prosperity Abounds After the 
War 
6.4 
 

� Trace the causes and effects of the 
postwar economy 

� Depict and assess the effects of a 
changing society on the lives of 
Americans post World War II 

� Compare/contrast life in the new 
suburbs with life in the cities 

 
 
 
 
 

Iron curtain 
Satellite 

Containment 
Airlift 
Veto 

 
Soviet Expansion 

Greece, Turkey, Iran 
Harry S. Truman 
Truman Doctrine 

Marshall Plan 
Berlin Airlift 
Berlin Wall 

 
United Nations 

NATO 
Warsaw Alliance 

Soviet Atomic Bomb 
Communist China 

Closed shops 
Productivity 

Standard of living 
Baby boom 

Rock-and-Roll 
Elvis Presley 

Inner city 
 

Inflation 
Taft-Hartley Act 

 
Eisenhower’s Middle Way 

 
Suburbs 

 
 
 
 

Congress for Kids 
 

http://www.congressforkids.net/
  

Amendment Interactive Game  
http://www.quia.com/cc/73685.html

 

The American Presidency from 
Scholastic 

http://ap.grolier.com

Hit:  Constitution and Democracy 
 

National Endowment for the Humanities 
Website  

 
Incredible resources 

 
http://edsitement.neh.gov

 
Hit: History and Social Studies 

 
 

Amendments for Kids 
 

http://www.usconstitution.net/constkids.html
 

Interactive Civic Lessons 
 

www.ourcourts.org
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Focus 3:  Moving Toward the Korean 
War 
6.4 
 

� Chart and assess the situation in Korea 
that led directly to Korean War, the first 
military conflict of the Cold War 

� Explain how the Korean War ended 
� Trace and give examples of how the 

Cold War led to the Red Scare in the 
United States 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus 4:  Global Issues in the Cold War 
6.6 
 

� Trace and assess how the Cold War 
turned into an arms race 

� Describe how the Cold War divided the 
emerging countries in Asia and Africa 

� Depict and explain with examples how 
communism gained power and 
influence in Latin America 

� Outline and explain the reasons why 
Cuba became a crisis spot during the 
Cold War 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stalemate 
Demilitarized zone 
Joseph McCarthy 

Censure 
 

Korean Conflict – North and South Korea 
General Douglas MacArthur 

UN Forces 
 

Communists in Government 
Alger Hiss 

Whittaker Chambers  
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg 

McCarthyism  
Superpower 
Arms race 
Stockpile 

 
United States and Soviet Union 

Nuclear weapons 
Sputnik 

National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration NASA 

 
Peace Corp 

President Kennedy 
 

Congo 
Philippines 
Indochina 

Ho Chi Minh 

 
 

Korean War Site: 
 

http://korea50.army.mil/index.html
 
 
 
 

 
 

Berlin Wall Site: 
 

http://www.the-berlin-
wall.de/galerie.html
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Unit Ten:  The Civil Rights Era (1945 – 1975) 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:  How did the civil rights movement change the nation? 
 

• What key events marked the beginning of the Civil Rights Movement in the 1950s? 

• What was the “Great Society”? 

• How did the Civil Rights Movement gain momentum? 

• What other groups were swept up in the spirit of reform? 

   
 

 
                                         Lyndon Johnson,  36th President of the United States, defined his policies as “The Great Society” 

                                              hoping to increase national efforts to reduce poverty improve education and prevent war. 
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OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES
Focus 1: Steps Toward Civil Rights 
Movement 
6.5  6.2 
 

�  Trace and assess the campaign for 
civil rights that picked up after World 
War II 

� Synthesize the steps the Supreme 
Court took to outlaw segregation in the 
nation’s schools 

� Assess the ways and reasons African 
Americans boycotted the buses in 
Montgomery, Alabama 

� Describe Martin Luther King’s use of 
nonviolent protest to gain equal rights 

� Chart and explain the federal legislation 
that protected our civil rights 

� Synthesize the ways that the civil rights 
movement broke into several groups 

� Analyze the achievements and failures 
of the civil rights movement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thurgood Marshall 
Integration 

Jackie Robinson 
Rosa Parks 

Boycott 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Civil disobedience 
Sit-in 

James Meredith 
Malcolm X 

Stokely Carmichael 
Affirmative Action 

 
Betty Friedan 
Cesar Chavez 

Bilingual 
Mandatory retirement 

Maggie Kuhn 
 

Separate but unequal 
NAACP 

Baseball, military, schools 
Desegregation 

Brown v. Board of Education 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Orval Faubus 
Montgomery Bus Boycott 

 
Nonviolence 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference  
Gandhi 

Birmingham 
March on Washington 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 
Voting Rights Act 

President Johnson 
 

Black Power Movement 
Ghettos 

“I Have a Dream” 
Riots 

 
 

 
 

PROJECT 2 - THE 
CIVIL RIGHTS MURAL 

    Your group will c
a mural of importa

events and people of the Civil Rights 
movement. The mural will be developed 
from a list of events and people. A 
summary of each event on the mural will be 
written so people who view the mural may 
have an understanding of the significance
of the event or person depicted to the Civil 
Rights movement. 

reate 
nt 

 

 

Webquests on Civil Rights 

http://web.syr.edu/~mbahart/ 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 2:  The Role of Government 
Expands 
6.4 
 

� Chart and explain how the U.S. 
Supreme Court took on a more activist 
role under Chief Justice Earl Warren 

� Outline and explain President 
Kennedy’s space goals. 

� Evaluate how President Johnson’s 
Great Society increased the social role 
of the federal government 

 
Focus 4:  Beyond Civil Rights 
6.2 
 

� Trace and assess the gains made by 
the women’s movement during the 
1960s 

� Synthesize the ways that Mexican 
Americans, Native Americans and older 
Americans struggled to win equal 
treatment during the 1960s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Earl Warren 
Lyndon Johnson 

Welfare 
 

Warren Court 
Individual Rights 

Mapp v. Ohio 
Miranda v. Arizona 

Gideon v. Wainwright 
Tinker v. Des Moines School District 

 
President John F. Kennedy 

“Let the word go forth…” 
Space Program 
Assassination 
Dallas, Texas 

Lee Harvey Oswald 
 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
Great Society 

War on Poverty 
Equal Opportunity Act 

Head Start 
Welfare System 

Medicare 
Medicaid 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project:  Women’s Movement 

You are a leader in the American Women's 
Rights movement active during the 1960's. 
All the members of your group feel that the 
Women's Movement brought the most 
lasting benefits to all members of our 
society.  

Your tasks will be to:  

          Research and organize biographical 
information about your person.  

          Decide which events or life 
experience caused your person to decide 
to join the Women’s Movement.  

          Research and gather examples of 
writings, speeches, or actions by your 
person that   influenced the direction of the 
movement. 
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Unit Eleven:  Vietnam Era   (1954 - 1978) 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:  What were the causes and effects of the Vietnam War? 
  
 
 

 How did Vietnam become a major battlefield in the war against communism? 

 How did the demands of greater involvement in the Vietnam War divide the nation? 

 What were the causes and effects of American withdrawal from Vietnam? 

 What successes and failures marked Nixon’s presidency? 

 
 
 

 
President Nixon greeting the Soldiers in Vietnam 
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OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES
Focus 1:  The War Begins 
6.4 
 

� Assess how Vietnam became a focus 
of conflict after World War II 

� Summarize and explain the concerns 
the United States had about the new 
developments in Vietnam 

� Chart and discuss American 
involvement in the Vietnam War under 
President Kennedy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus 2:  Growth of American 
Involvement in the Vietnam War 
6.4 
 

� Chart and explain the steps President 
John took that widened the war in 
Vietnam 

� Compare/contrast how the war in 
Vietnam with at least two other 
previous wars in American History 

� Assess the impact of the Vietnam War 
on the Americans at home  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ho Chi Minh 
Domino theory 
Ngo Dinh Diem 

Guerrilla  
Lyndon B. Johnson 

 
Japanese surrender 
First Indochina War 

French 
Vietnamese 
Soviet Union 

China 
Korean War 

North and South Vietnam 
North, Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh 

South, Saigon, Ngo Dinh Diem 
Geneva Accords 

 
 
 

Escalate 
Napalm 
Hawks 
Doves 

Conscientious objector 
 
 

American support for the South 
Military coup 

Military and economic aid  
Gulf of Tonin 

Massive buildup 
Tet Offensive 

 
 

 
 

 
Vietnam War 

 
 

The Vietnam War was something that 
affected everyone in America. If you 
didn't get drafted, you knew someone 
who did, who probably got sent to 
'Nam. Over two million Americans were 
involved in the war and many, almost 
60,000, didn't return alive.  

 
Music of Vietnam Era Often Told the 
Story of the War 
 
Blowin' in the Wind, The Times They Are a 
Changin', Masters of War, Rainy Day 
Women, When the Ship Comes In  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
36 



OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Focus 3:  The War Ends 
6.4 
 

� Depict and explain how the Vietnam 
War affected the national election of 
1968 

� Chart and explain the steps President 
Nixon took to decrease U.S. 
involvement in the Vietnam War 

� Assess the long-term impact of the 
Vietnam War on Southeast Asia and 
the United States 

 
Focus 4:  The Times they are Uncertain 
6.4 
 

� Chart and explain the steps Nixon took 
to ease the Cold War tensions  

� Describe and assess the impact of the 
Watergate scandal on the Nixon 
administration and the nation as a 
whole 

� Assess the challenges that faced the 
new and surprising administration of 
President Gerald Ford 

 
 
 
 

Richard Nixon 
Henry Kissinger 

Boat People 
 

President Richard M. Nixon 
Vietnamization Policy  

 
Cambodia  

Protest 
National Guardsmen – Ohio 

 
Paris Peace Accords – January 27, 1973 

Evacuation of Saigon 
Inflation 

Gerald Ford 
Jimmy Carter 

 
Moon Landing 

Inflation 
Policy of détente 

China 
People’s Republic of China 

Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty – SALT 
 

Watergate Scandal  
 
 

 
Independent Project on Vietnam War 

Your assignment is to use a combination 
of music, images, carefully chosen 
quotations from the novel, and excerpts 
from three different types of sources 
including books, magazines, newspaper 
articles, websites, movies, interviews of 
people living during that time, etc. 

With this research, make us, the members 
of Congress, care about the Vietnam War 
from one particular perspective. Choose 
from one of the following perspectives: 

• Vietnam Veteran  
• President Lyndon Johnson  
• A Vietnam Protester  
• Vietcong  
• Draft Dodger  
• Military Officer  
• War Correspondent  
• A Woman in Combat  

You will present your research in the form 
of a five-minute speech using various 
visual aids to assist you. 
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 Unit Twelve:  New Directions for our Nation   (1977 - 2000) 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:  How did major national and international events affect the nation? 
  
 

 How did the growing conservative movement help reshape American politics? 

 How did the Cold War end? 

 How did the United States use its influence after the Cold War ended? 

 How have tensions in the Middle East posed concerns for the United States? 

 

 

“The end of the Cold War is our common victory.” 

Mikhail Gorbachev, January 1982  
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OUTCOMES   VOCABULARY RESOURCES
Focus 1:  A Conservative Surge 
6.4-6.5 
 

� Trace and discuss how a growing 
conservative movement reshaped 
politics 

� Compare/contrast the policies of five 
U.S. Presidents 

� Summarize how policymakers dealt 
with a series of large budget deficits 

 
Focus 2:  End of the Cold War 
6.4 

 
� Trace and explain how the Cold War 

struggles impacted Afghanistan and 
Central America 

� Summarize how the Soviet Union 
responded to President Regan’s arm 
buildup 

� Analyze why the Soviet Union 
dissolved and the Cold War ended 

 
Focus 3:  A New Role in the World 
6.4 
 

� Summarize the ways that the U.S. 
foreign policy developed after the Cold 
War 

� Assess how the United States sought 
to promote change in South Africa, 
China and Cuba 

� Trace the efforts of the United States to 
control the spread of nuclear weapons 

 
 

Balanced budget 
Ronald Regan 
Deregulation 

Deficit 
George H.W. bush 

Recession  
William Jefferson Clinton 

Surplus 
George W. Bush 

 
President Carter 

Inflation 
Iran Crisis 

 
Political Conservative 
Social Conservative 

Liberal 
Moral Majority 

 
“Government is the problem” 

Trickle Down Economics 
Reganomics  

Federal deficit 
 

Recession 
 

A New Democrat 
Deficit Cut 
Welfare 

Mikhail Gorbachev 
Glasnost 
Détente 

Evil Empire  
Defense Spending 

Leftists 
 

Poland, Hungary, Romania, Czechoslovakia, 
East Germany 

Soviet Collapse 
Yugoslavia  

 
 
 

Middle East 
 

 
 
The Reading Teacher and the International 
Reading Association sponsor a wonderful site 
called:  Read, Write, Think.  This is a site that 
has many wonderful resources, lesson plans, 
activities – and all crafted by classroom 
teachers, adjudged by teachers and approved 
by teachers.  
 
You will find some wonderful images and 
resources on this link about the Middle East. 
 
 

http://www.readwritethink.org 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 4:  Conflict in the Middle East 
6.4 
 

� Assess the reasons why the Middle 
East was considered vital to the 
interests of the United States 

� Chart the causes and effects of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict 

� Trace and explain the United States’ 
involvement in a series of crises in the 
Middle East 

 

 
Apartheid 
Sanction 

 
South Africa  

Democracy:  full voting rights, free elections 
 

Philippines 
Marcos Era 

People Power 
 

Northern Island 
Protestant majority v. Catholic Minority 

George Mitchell 
 

China  
Democratic Reforms  
Tiananmen Square  

 
Cuba  

Fidel Castro  
 

Strategic Arms Limitation Talks  
Yasir Arafat 

Westernization 
Ruholla Khomeini 
Saddam Hussein 

Norman Schwarzkopf 
Colin Powell 

Middle East - Location 
Petroleum reserves 

Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
OPEC 

Palestine State 
Arabs 

State of Israel 
Camp David Accord 

Islam  
Persian Gulf War 

 
 

Israel and Palestine 
 
Enough of b

zhak 
s 

is 
ks 

d 

tion is:  How can we bring peace to 

“ lood and tears. Enough!" 
exclaimed by Israeli Prime Minister, Yit
Rabin, at the Peace accord of 1993.  This wa
only one of many agreements that have been 
reached between Israelis and Arabs in an 
attempt to bring peace to the Middle East 
region. However, each time an agreement 
reached, one side or the other inevitably brea
the terms, and hostilities break out again.  
 
    It is time for this long-standing conflict to  

come to an end once and for all, and we nee
your help to negotiate a permanent peace 
settlement. 
 

o, the quesS
the Middle East? 
 

 
Palestinian Territories 
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Social Studies Standards:  Strategies and Assessments 
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RECALL/ 

COMPREHENSION     APPLICATION ANALYSIS SYNTHESES EVALUATION

WORD 

Read/listen/respond:  
Legends, biographies, 
autobiographies diaries of 
Immigrants 

Describe Story 
Grammar (theme, 
plot...) from 
Dragon Wings

Compare/contrast:  
Irish and Chinese 
immigrant 
experience 

Compose/create:  
Prayer of the 
Jewish Immigrant 
one year after 
arriving in the US 

Assess/critique: 
Immigrants’ expectations 
of life in America with 
their lived reality one year 
later 

LOGIC 
Map/globe:  Contour map 
of geographic features of 
the Maginot Line 

Apply:  Venn 
diagram:  
Militarism and 
Nationalism 

Categorize:  
Achievements of 
Woodrow Wilson 

Case Study:  
Daily life of an 
American soldier 
in the trenches 

Decide:  Impact of ideas 
from the Fourteen Points 

PICTUR
E 

View and critique:  Movie 
of Charlie Chaplin, Little 
Tramp

Illustrate 
graphically:  
Scenes from 
Brother Can You 
Spare a Dime

Contrast:  Pictures 
of social life in the 
1920s and 1930s 

Infer:  What it was 
like for an artist in 
the Harlem 
Renaissance 

Choose:  Favorite scene 
from the movie, The 
Great Gatsby

BODY 

Construct:  Diorama of a 
U-Boat; model of the 
Lusitania 

Dramatize:  
American 
response to the 
Zimmerman 
telegram 

Generate 
questions: 
Interview of Henry 
Cabot Lodge 

Create:  Scene 
from the 
Versailles Treaty 

Panel:  Contributions of 
Hearst 

MUSIC 

Listen/sing:  The Band 
Played Waltzing Matilda

Record Feelings:  
Over There by 
Willie McBride 

Compare/contrast:  
Themes from the 
war music 

Compose:  Rap 
advertising the 
coming of the 
Americans in WW 
I 

Evaluate:  Raps about 
Remember the Maine

PEOPLE 

Discuss:  Effects of the 
New Deal  Programs on 
the lives of most 
Americans 

Game:  Name the 
contributions of 
the New Deal 
Programs 

Compare/contrast:  
Fashions of the 
1920s with those of 
the 1930s – men 
and women 

Produce:  Four 
page newspaper 
of the Roaring 
20s 

Conclude:  People’s 
concerns in the 1930s 
about using cash or credit

SELF 

Journal:  Follow the 
character of your choice in 
Summer of My German 
Soldier

Select:  Favorite 
part of story, Dear 
America:  Letters 
from Vietnam

Analyze:  Varied 
and unusual 
circumstances that 
led to US 
involvement in 
Vietnam 

Plan:  A Protest 
March.  Spell out 
clear action 
steps.  Topic:  
Your choice 

Grade:  Protest March 
plans 
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ECONOMICS 6.5

SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS 6.1

CITIZENSHIP 6.2

UNITED STATES AND NEW JERSEY HISTORY 6.4

GOVERNMENT 6.2

GEOGRAPHY 6.6 

 
GRADE SEVEN:  HISTORY OF OUR NATION  

 BEGINNINGS THROUGH 1877 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

AMERICA: HISTORY  
OF OUR NATION 
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Social Studies Skills:  6.1 
*Social Studies Skills need to be used throughout the study of the units and across the curriculum. 

Reading Skills Writing Skills Speaking Skills Maps and Globe 
Skills 

Charts and 
Graphs 

Data and 
Diagrams 

 Read political 
cartoons 

 Read Primary and 
Secondary Sources 

 Distinguish 
Fact/Opinion 

 Summarize 
passages 

 Make inferences 

 Make judgments on 
content – especially 
Internet materials 

 Main Idea and 
Details 

 Draw Conclusions 

 Predictions 

 Make generalizations 
based on multiple 
sources of information 

 Cause and Effect 

 Sequence:  Past, 
Present, Future; 1st, 2nd, 
3rd; First, Next, Last 

 Read Biographies 

 Venn Diagram:  
Compare and contrast 
Information 

 
 

 Take Notes using 
note cards:  One main 
idea with two or three 
supporting details per 
paragraph 

 
 Make an outline  

 
Topic 

               I 
A. 
B. 
C. 

              II 
* Use the software 
program Inspiration to 
help with learning 
outlines skills 
 
 
Topic Books – final 
project presented using 
technology tools 

 Friendly Letter 

 Letter to the Editor 

 Pen Pals - electronic
 

 

Critique an 
historical speech 

 Retell historical 
stories 

 Choral Reading – 
historical poems 

 Recite poems on 
historical topics 

 Dramatize 
historical events 

 Opinion Speech 
 Describe 

photographs 
 Three minute oral 

presentation on a 
given topic 

 Prepare an eye-
witness account of 
an historical event – 
You Were There 
 

 Map title 
 Map keys 
 Map ledged 
 Picture maps 
 Map of the 50 

States 
 Map of North 

America 
 Map of the 

World 
 Topographical 

map 
 Distribution 

map 
 Map 

Projections 
 Political Map 
 History Map 
 Political Map 
 Locator Map 
 Landform Map 
 Hemispheres 
 Latitude 
 Longitude 

Picture 
graphs 

 Bar graphs 
 Double Bar 

Graph 
 Climograph 
 Cartogram 
 Flow chart 
 Pie Chart 
 Line Graph 
 KWL 

Charts 
 

Read 
temperatures –
Fahrenheit, 
Celsius 

 Two level 
Timelines - 
parallel 

 Diagrams 
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Reading Skills Writing Skills Speaking Skills Maps and Globe 
Skills 

Charts and 
Graphs 

Data and 
Diagrams 

 

 Classify/Categorize 
 Read biographies 
 Read historical 

fiction 
 Read poems   on 

historical topic 

 Read illustrations 

 VOCABULARY 
Word Walls    for social 
studies 

 Internet sites – 
materials, activities 

 Electronic Atlas 

 Electronic 
Encyclopedia 

 Almanac 
 Gazetteer  

*Geographical 
dictionary 

 Glossary 
 Index 

 Write a news report 
using the 5 Ws: 
Who, what, when, 
where, why 

 Personal Glossary -
alphabetical order 

 Write eight 
sentence paragraphs 

 Write a summary 
based on an article 

 Write an 
informational essay 

  Write narrative 
accounts 

 Write persuasive 
letters 

 Write descriptive 
paragraphs – eight 
sentences on a given 
topic  

 Journal and Diary 
Writing 

 Write Question for 
interviews 

 Write Question for 
surveys 
 

  
 Prime Meridian 
 North Pole 
 South Pole 
 Equator 
 Elevation Map 
 Inset Map 
 Inset Map 
 Time Zone Map 
 Precipitation 

Map 
 Climate Map 
 Transportation 

Map 
 Population Map 
 Scale and 

Distance Maps 
 Small scale 

maps 
 Trace routes 
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UNIT ONE: Colonies Take Root 1587 - 1752 
 

Essential Message to Grade Seven Social Studies Teachers 
 

The purpose of Social Studies instruction in the elementary grades is to lay the foundation for a clear and awesome understanding of 
America’s stories and historical turning points. 
 
In Grades 4 and 5 the students learned the stories of the Native Americans.  The students in Grade 4 studied the Native Americans of 
the east coast.  The students in Grade Five learned about the Native Americans across the country – in each of our geographical 
regions. 
 
In Grades 4 and 5 the students learned the stories of the early explorers.  The students in Grade 4 studied the explorers of the east 
coast.  The students in Grade Five learned about the explorers across the country – in each of our geographical regions. 
 
Hence, your task is to take up the story starting with colonial times.  Enjoy the story. 
 

Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 

Essential Question:  How did the English start colonies with distinct qualities in North America 
 

• How did the English start up their first colonies? 

• How did religious beliefs and dissent influence the New England Colonies? 

• How did the diverse Middle Colonies develop and thrive 

• What factors influenced the development of the Southern Colonies 

• How did the Spanish establish colonies on the borderlands? 
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UNIT ONE: Colonies Take Root 1587 - 1752 
                               

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 1:  Life in the New England 
Colonies  6.6  6.4 

 
 

� Explain why England wanted to establish 
colonies in North America 

� Describe the experience of the settlers 
who founded the first permanent English 
colony in Jamestown 

� Explain how the Pilgrims managed to 
survive their first years in the Plymouth 
colony in Jamestown 

� Describe the geography and climate of 
the New England Colonies 

� Describe the Puritan settlement that 
developed in New England as a result of 
Puritan religious practices 

� Explain the changes that took place in 
the New England Colonies in the 1600s 
 

Focus 2:  Life in the Middle Colonies 
6.6  6.4 
� Describe the advantages geography 

and climate gave to the people living in 
the Middle Colonies 

� Summarize the early history of New 
Jersey and New York 

� Explain how Pennsylvania and 
Delaware were founded 

� Demonstrate how the Middle Colonies 
changed in the 1600s and early 1700s. 

 
 

Charter  
John Smith 

Representative government  
Pilgrim 

Squanto 
Mayflower Compact 

 
John Winthrop 

Toleration 

Roger Williams 

Annie Hutchinson 

Thomas Hooker 

John Wheelright 

Town meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proprietary colony 

Royal colony 

William Penn 

Backcountry 

 
 
 

It is expected that Social Studies in the middle 
grades be taught through an abundance of 
literature:  Fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 
 
Social Studies should be integrated into the 
reading classes, and science and religion 
classes. 
 
It is expected that Social Studies be taught by 
the use of interviews, site visits, software, 
music and art.    
 
It is expected that Social Studies be taught by 
using some of the vast resources on the 
Internet 
 
It is expected that Social Studies be taught by 
the use of individual and small group project, 
Webquests… 
 
 

Textbooks 
*Prentice:  History of Our Nation - 
Beginnings Through 1877  - 2009 
 
Holt:  United States History – Beginnings to 
1877 - 2009 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 3:  Life in the Southern Colonies 
6.6  6.4  6.5 

� Summarize the ways that geography 
and climate of the Southern Colonies 
affected the kind of crops that were 
grown there 

� Describe the early history of Virginia 
� Explain how Maryland, the Carolinas, 

and Georgia were founded 
� Identify the factors that produced the 

Tidewater and backcountry ways of 
life 

 
 
Focus 4:  Life in the Spanish Colonies 
on the Borderlands  6.4 
 

� Describe Spain’s colony in Florida 
� Explain how Spain established 

settlements throughout much of North 
America 

� Describe the significance of the 
Spanish missions 

 
 
 

 

 
Nathaniel Bacon 

Lord Baltimore 

James Oglethorpe 

Debtor 

Plantation 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Borderland 

Junipero Serra 

Presido 

Pueblo 

 
 

Webquests 
 

What is a webquest? 
An inquiry-oriented activity in which most or 
all of the information used by students is 
online. Webquests give links necessary to 
complete the project 

 
BUILDING BLOCKS OF A WEBQUEST 

� Introduction  
� Task  
� Process  
� Resources  
� Evaluation  
� Conclusion: For a full explanation of 

Webquests for elementary students 
do yourself a favor and read from the 
‘father of the webquest” what exactly 
they are all about. 

Bernie Dodge, San Diego State University 

http://webquest.sdsu.edu/about_webquests
.html 
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UNIT TWO: Colonies Take Root 1587 - 1752 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:  How did colonial life take shape? 
     
 

• How did English ideas about government and trade affect the colonies? 

• What were the characteristics of colonial society? 

• How did slavery develop in the colonies and affect colonial life? 

• How did ideas about religion and government influence colonial life? 

     
 

 
Colonial Jamestown 
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UNIT TWO: Colonies Take Root 1587 - 1752 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 1:  Governing the Colonies  
6.4 6.2 6.5 
 

� Explain how English political traditions 
influenced the 13 colonies 

� Describe the responsibilities of early colonial 
government 

� Identify John Peter Zenger’s role in establishing 
freedom of the press 

� Assess how the Navigation Acts affected the 
colonies’ economy 

 
Focus 2:  Colonial Society  
6.4 

� Illustrate life on a colonial farm 
� Depict the roles of men, women and children in 

colonial America 
� List and explain the class differences that 

existed in colonial society 
 
 
 
Focus 3:  Slavery in the Colonies 
 6.4 

� Describe the conditions under which enslaved 
Africans came to the Americas 

� Explain why slavery became part of the colonial 
economy 

� Identify the restrictions placed on enslaved 
Africans in the colonies 

� Describe how African culture influenced 
American culture 

 

Legislature 
Bill of Rights 

Habeas Corpus 
Freedom of the press 

Libel 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extended family 
Apprentice 

Gentry 
Middle class 

Indentured society 
Domestic 

Social classes 
 
 
 
 

Triangular trade 
Racism 

Slave code 
Revolt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Art, Music and Literature in the Social 

Studies Lesson – Perfect Together 
Of all the subjects that elementary students 
learn the one that has the most potential for 
connecting the arts, music and literature 
together is Social Studies.  Through the arts you 
as a teacher can expose the students to so 
much more about the time, the event, and the 
background than any one textbook could ever 
do.  Textbook reading is by nature linear – line-
by-line by line.  By using the arts you connect so 
many concepts together around one piece of 
work – the event, the climate, and the mores of 
the people… 
 
There is just so much story – his story/her story 
which we need to hand over to the students that 
we can no longer use our limited time using just 
one medium – the word. 
 
 
Important Site for Social Studies Teachers:  

National Council of Social Studies Teachers: 
http://www.socialstudies.org 

 
 

The Library of Congress has incredible 
primary and secondary sources – 
photographs, timelines, and stories. 
 
Google:  americaslibrary 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 4:  Spread of New Ideas 6.4 
 
� Describe the education colonial children received 
� Summarize the development of poetry and 

literature in colonial America 
� Explain how the Great Awakening affected the 

colonies 
� Assess how the colonies were affected by the 

spread of new ideas 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Colonial Life in America  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Public school 

Dame school 

 

Anne Bradstreet 

Phyllis Wheatley 

Benjamin Franklin 

Jonathan Edwards 

 

Natural rights 

Divine rights 

Separation of powers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Go to the Source! 

 
In preparing your lessons on the ancient 

cultures what better source could you go but to 
the Museum of Art! 

 
Remember:  Google:  Museum of Art 

 
http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/index.asp 

 
 

History for Kids 
 

History for Kids is a very good source that you 
can have the students use for home and 
independent projects.  This site can be used for 
all of the cultures. 

 
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/romans/a

rt/index.htm 
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UNIT THREE: American Revolution 1745 - 1783 
 

Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 

Essential Question:    How did the relationship between Britain and the colonies fall apart? 
 

• How did the British gain French territory in North America? 

• How did the French and Indian War draw the colonists closer together but increase friction   

with Britain? 

• How did British tax policies move the colonists closer to rebellion? 

• How did the American Revolution begin? 
 

How did the American colonists gain their independence? 
 
• Why did many colonists favor declaring independence? 

• How were the early years of the war a critical time? 

• How did the effects of the war widen? 

• How did Americans win the war and make the peace? 
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UNIT THREE: American Revolution 1745 – 1783 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 1:  Trouble on the Frontier 
 6.4 6.5 
 
� Identify the reason why fighting broke 

out between France and Britain in North 
America 

� Describe the early defeat of the British 
by the French at the beginning of the 
French and Indian War 

� Explain how the British gained victory, 
and explain the results of the French and 
Indian War 

� Explain how British taxes led to greater 
cooperation among the colonies 

� Evaluate the effects of colonists’ protests
� Identify the contributions of significant 

individuals during the revolutionary 
period (Patrick Henry) 

 
Focus 2:  The Colonists Resist Tighter 
Control 
6.4  6.5 
 
� Explain the conflict between Native 

Americans and British settlers in 1763 
� Describe how the colonists responded to 

British tax laws 
� Describe what happened during the 

Boston Massacre 
 
 
 
 

George Washington 
Militia 

Alliance 
Cede 

 
French and Indian War 

Colonists 
British  

 
Duty 

Boycott  
Petition 

Writ of assistance 
John Adams 

Samuel Adams 
 

Proclamation of 1763 
Sugar Act 

Quartering Act 
Stamp Act 

 
Boston Massacre  

John Adams 
Samuel Adams 
Patrick Henry 

Committee of Correspondence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do you find Webquests on any 
topic? 
 

1) Google them! 
2) Type in any topic you want.  e.g. 
Webquests on the Lenape Indians 
3) You will be taken to a site rich with 
primary and secondary resources, 
activities, tasks, and games…. 

 

 

Best Webquests  
http://eduscapes.com/sessions/travel

/k3webquests.htm 
 

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/thismonth/
democracy/index1.html 

 
 

Begin to teach the students how to use 
the wealth of resources available for 

understanding our global world: 
 

Electronic Atlas 
Electronic encyclopedias 

e.g. www.sfsocialstudies.com 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
 

Focus 3:  From Protest to Rebellion 
6.4-6.5 
 

� Identify the causes of the Boston Tea 
Party 

� Explain how the colonists protested the 
Intolerable Acts 

� Describe the events of April 19, 1775, at 
Lexington and Concord 

 
Focus 4:  The War Begins 
6.2  6.4  6.5 
 
� Assess the issues facing the Second 

Continental Congress 
� Compare/contrast Patriots and Loyalists 
� Assess the significance of the Battle of 

Bunker Hill 
 
Focus 5:  A Nation Declares 
Independence 
6.4  6.2 
 
� Depict how Thomas Paine stirred 

support for independence 
� Diagram the structure of the Declaration 

of Independence and summarize its 
meaning 

� Explain how and why Congress agreed 
to separate from England 

 
 

 
Monopoly 

Repeal 
Minutemen 

 
Tea Act 

Boston Tea Party 
Intolerable Acts 

 
Shot Heard Around the World 

Blockade 
Mercenary 

Patriots 
Loyalists 

Second Continental Congress 
Battle of Bunker Hill 

Ethan Allen 
Fort Ticonderoga 

Thomas Paine 
Common Sense 

Richard Henry Lee 
Resolution 
Preamble 
Grievance 

 
Natural Rights  

 
Thomas Jefferson 

 
 

Looking Deeper from Different Perspectives 

Prepare to give a testimonial for your famous 
person. A testimonial is a ceremony in which a 
person is given something to show honor, 
admiration, and gratitude for his or her contributions.  

1. Now you and your partner will assume roles. 
One will be the famous American, and the other 
will be the person presenting the award. The 
presenter will write a speech to be given at the 
testimonial. It will introduce the person, tell a 
little about the background of the person, and 
tell many details about his/her contributions to 
our country and why those contributions were 
important. The speech should thank the person 
for his/her contributions. (This speech will be 
written in final form and given to the teacher. It 
will show your teacher how much you have 
learned and will be graded.)  

The famous person must write an acceptance 
speech. The speech should show thanks for 
the award, mention the achievements, and give 
reasons why he or she took those actions. 
(This speech will be written in final form and 
given to the teacher. It will show your teacher 
how much you have learned and will be 
graded.)  

2. Next you and your partner will need to 
design a medal to give at the testimonial. One 
side should have a picture of the person or an 
event, with some dates and lettering. The other 
side should have an inscription that summarizes 
the reasons for the award. The medal may be a 
pin-on or worn around the neck 
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UNIT FOUR: Creating the Constitution 1776 - 1790 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:  How did the United States Constitution overcome the weaknesses of the Articles of   
Confederation and provide for the organization of the new government? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What were the major successes and failures of the government in the Articles of 
Confederation? 

 
• What role did compromise play in the creation of the United States Constitution? 

 
• How did those in favor of the Constitution achieve its ratification? 
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UNIT FOUR: Creating the Constitution 1776 - 1790                               
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus1:  Articles of Confederation – A 
Weak Government 
6.4  6.5 
 
� List the main goals of the Articles of 

Confederation 
� Identify the weaknesses of the Articles of 

Confederation 
� Describe the causes of Shays’ Rebellion 
� Explain the purpose of the Northwest 

Ordinance 
 
Focus 2:  Talk About our Government 
6.4   
 
� Identify the purpose of the Constitutional 

Convention 
� Compare the competing plans for the 

constitution 
� Describe the Great Compromise 
� List the goals of the Constitution 
� Identify the contributions of individuals who 

helped create the U.S. Constitution, including 
James Madison 

 
Focus 3:  Ratification 
6.2 
 

� Compare the views of the Federalists with 
those of the Antifederalists 

� Summarize the debate over ratification 
� Describe the Bill of Rights and show how it 

protects its people 
� Describe the government created by the 

Constitution 

Articles of Confederation 
Ratify 

Legislative branch 
Executive branch 
Judicial branch 

Limited Government 
Inflation 

Daniel Shay 
Shay’s Rebellion 

Land Ordinance of 1785 
Northwest Ordinance of 1787 

Northwest Territory 
Delegate 

Constitutional Convention 
Virginia Plan 

New Jersey Plan 
Compromise 

Great Compromise 
Three-fifths Compromise 

Preamble 
“We the people....” 
Reserved powers 

Separation of powers 
Checks and balances 

Veto 
Ratify 

George Mason 
James Madison 

Alexander Hamilton 
George Washington 
Benjamin Franklin 
_______________ 

Federalists 
Federal 

Antifederalists 
Amendment 
Bill of Rights 

 
Note Taking from an electronic article. 
� Give the information you want a title.  e.g. 

Colonial Homes 
� Use one index card for each note  
� Write one main sentence  
� Write two supporting detail sentences. 
 

Title 
 

Main Idea 
 

One detail – one sentence 
 

One detail – one sentence 
 
 

One detail – one sentence 
 

 
 

Teacher Resource of Merit – The materials 
you can get at PBS – Teachers – are very 

good. 
 

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/socialstudies 
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UNIT FIVE:  Citizenship and Government 
 

Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 

Essential Question: How did the Constitution create a strong government with roots in history that allowed 
for change net the needs of the people? 

 

 
Democracy: 

 
What were the ideas behind the Constitution? 
 

Constitution: What is the structure of the Constitution? 
 

Federalism: What are the fundamental principles underlying the 
Constitution? 

Checks and 
Balances: 

What are the powers of each branch of government? 
 

Change: 
How can the Constitution be amended to meet 
changing needs? 
 

States’ Rights: What are the powers of state and local government? 
 

Civil Rights: What are the rights and responsibilities of citizens? 
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UNIT FIVE:  Citizenship and Government 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 1:  Principles of the Constitution 
6.2 
 
� Describe the seven principles of the 

Constitution 
� Depict the many ways that the 

Constitution preserves individual rights 
 
Focus 2: Federal Government 
6.2 
 
� Explain how the legislative branch of the 

government works 
� Describe how the executive branch of 

the government works 
� Explain how the judicial branch of the 

government works 
 
Focus 3:  Amending the Constitution 
6.2 
 
� Summarize the process of amending the 

Constitution 
� Chart and explain the Bill of Rights 

 
The Bill of Rights  

Preamble 
 

Legislative Branch 
Senate 

House of Representatives 
Congress 

Congressional Committees 
Executive Branch 

President 
Vice President 

Cabinet 
Powers of a president 

Veto 
 

Judicial Branch 
Lower courts 

Supreme Court 
Judicial Review 

Separation of powers 
 
 

Amend 
Amendments 
Ratification 

First Amendment 
Appeal 

 
Bill of Rights 

Freedom of Religion 
Freedom of Speech 

Freedom of the Press 
Peaceful Assembly and Petition 

Censorship 
Checks and balances 

 
Graphic Organizers 

 
Because the information students are 
learning is unfamiliar you need to do all that 
you can to help the students organize new 
information.  By showing your student how 
to use graphic organizers you will do much 
to help them focus and organize their new 
knowledge in meaningful ‘chunks.” 
 
Graphic Organizers will help students 
capture their concepts on a topic and map 
out their understanding. 
 
Venn Diagrams, T-Charts, Time Lines, 
KWL charts, Sequence Charts and Main 
Idea/Detail Charts will give you the most 
mileage in capturing the learning. 
 
Caveat:  Less is more.  Choose the graphic 
organizers you use with your class 
carefully.  Use them over and over. 
Students need time and practice using the 
graphs.   
 
This site has some very good graphic 
organizers that you have permission to print 
out. 
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/ 
 
How can you get other graphic organizers? 
 
Google:  graphic organizers 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 4:  State and Local Governments 
6.2 
 
� Discuss the role of state governments 
� Describe the role of local governments 
 
 

 
 
 
Focus 5:  Rights and Responsibilities of 
Citizens 
6.2 
 
� Chart and explain the major rights of 

citizens 
� Chart and explain the responsibilities 
 

 

Citizen 
Dictatorship 

Dissent 
Federalism 

Republicanism 
Individual Rights 
Habeas corpus 
Interest groups 

Jurisdiction 
Libel 

Limited government 
Naturalization 

Override 
Popular sovereignty 

Private property 
Ratify 

Repeal 
Republic 

Unconstitutional  
 

State Services 
Local Government Services 

 
Citizenship Requirements 

Rights of Citizens 
Responsibilities of Citizens 

Obey laws 
Taxes 

Jury Duty 
Defend the nation 

Vote 
Informed Citizens 

Serve the community 
Create a just society  

 

 
 
Primary Resources on the Constitution 

http://www.usconstitution.net 
 

Excellent site for children’s 
understanding of Bill of Rights  

http://www.congressforkids.net/Constitu
tion_billofrights.htm 

 
 

Colonial Williamsburg site: 

http://www.history.org/ 

 
This is a great ‘hangout’ for New Jersey 

students: 
http://www.state.nj.us/hangout_nj/ 
 

New Jersey Legislature for 
elementary students: 

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/kids/in
dex.asp 
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UNIT SIX:  The New Republic 1789 - 1838 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question: How did Americans respond to internal and external challenges in the beginning years? 
 
 

• How did President Washington set the course for the new nation? 

• How did two political parties emerge? 

• How did the actions of Britain and France affect the United States? 

• How did problems with France intensify the split between the Federalists and 

Republicans? 

 

 
George Washington  
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UNIT SIX:  The New Republic 1789 – 1838 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 1:  George Washington – 
President of the United States 
 6.5  6.4 
 

� Describe how the new government was 
organized during Washington’s 
presidency 

� Assess the new nation’s economic 
crisis 

� Depict the three parts of Hamilton’s 
financial plans for the nation 

� Summarize Washington’s reaction to 
the Whiskey Rebellion 

 
 
Focus 2:  Emergence of Political Parties 
6.2  6.4 
 

� Describe how the early political parties 
emerged in the new nation 

� Compare/contrast the political views of 
the Republicans and the Federalists 

� Summarize the results of the election of 
1796 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inauguration 
Precedent 

Bond 
Speculator 

Unconstitutional  
Tariff 

 
Alexander Hamilton 

Secretary of the Treasury 
Thomas Jefferson 
Secretary of State 

Henry Know 
Secretary of War 

Edmund Randolph 
Attorney General 

 
Debt 

National Bank 
 

Whiskey Rebellion 
Tax 

 
Faction 

James Madison 
Thomas Jefferson 

Alexander Hamilton 
John Adams 

 
 

Faction 
Republicans 

Federalist 
 

Star Spangled Banner  
Lyrics:  http://www.loc.gov 

 
Internet Resources 

  Research clearly shows us that students 
need help reading and understanding non-
fiction materials.  What better time or way 
to learn this life-skill but by using non-fiction 
materials in and through the topics of Social 
Studies.  Our students have access to the 
Internet – whether at school or at home.  
We need to find ways to assign good 
reading materials on topics they need to 
study anyway.  Assigning Webquests for 
homework, for project work will bring the 
students to materials that are readable and 
understandable. 

 
Imagine the day when we say to our 
students, “Your homework this week is to 
go to these Webquests and read materials 
about ______” 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 3:  Trouble at Home and Abroad 
6.4 
 
� Depict and assess the conflicts with 

Native Americans in the Northwest 
Territory 

� Describe how Americans reacted to 
    the French Revolution 
� Identify the main parts of Washington’s 
    Farewell Address 
� Assess Washington’s accomplishments 

as President 
 
Focus 4:  John Adams for President 
6.4 
 
� Summarize the reasons for tension 

between the United States and France 
� Chart the main provisions of the Alien 

and Sedition Acts 
� Depict the controversy that arose over 

states’ rights during the Adams’ 
presidency 

 

Anthony Wayne 
Neutral 

Impressments 
John Jay 

 
Northwest Territory 
Treaty of Grenville 
Native American 

French Revolution 
 
 

Alien 

Sedition 

Nullify 

States’ rights 

XYZ Affair 

 

Alien and Sedition Acts 

States’ rights 

Nullify 

 
 

Interdisciplinary Projects 
 

 Interdisciplinary projects are those that 

connect two or more academic subjects around 

a given theme or topic.  They are usually done 

over a span of time – a week, two weeks, and 

unit projects.  They usually allow students to 

work on the project alone, with a partner or in a 

small group of no more than 4. 

Everything that we know about learner success 

tells us that when we give students a choice – 

choice of work partner(s), tasks, 

presentation…they will invest much more time 

and energy into the project. 

 Before the project even begins the students 

know exactly what they need to do to create a 

wonderful project because they have the 

grading rubric right in front of them! 
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UNIT SEVEN:  Long Live Thomas Jefferson 1800 - 1815 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:  How did Thomas Jefferson and James Madison deal with unsolved problems as they 
took office? 

 
 
 

• How did Jefferson chart a new course for the new government? 

• What was the importance of the purchase and exploration of the Louisiana Territory? 

• How did Jefferson respond to threats to the security of the nation? 

• What were the causes and effects of the War of 1812? 

 

 

Thomas Jefferson 
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UNIT SEVEN:  Long Live Thomas Jefferson 1800 – 1815 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 1: President Jefferson 
6.4  6.2 
 
� Summarize the election results of 1800 
� Summarize Jefferson’s major foreign 

and domestic policies as President 
� Explain and assess the importance of 

the court decision Marbury v. Madison 
 
Focus 2:  Louisiana Purchase 
6.5  6.4 
 
� Assess the importance of New Orleans 

and the crisis over its port during the 
Jefferson years 

� Describe how the United States gained 
the Louisiana Purchase 

� Detail Lewis and Clark’s expedition 
 
Focus 3: A Time of Conflict 
6.4  6.5 
 
� Summarize how the United States 

defeated the Barbary pirates 
� Assess how the war in Europe hurt 

America’s trade deals 
� Depict the causes and effects of the 

Embargo Act 
� Diagram the events that led up to the 

Battle of Tippecanoe 
 
 
 

Thomas Jefferson 
Aaron Burr 

John Marshall 
Judicial review 

 
Republican policies  

Laissez faire 
Reduction of services 

Revolution of 1800  
Expedition 

Meriwether Lewis 
William Clark 

Continental Divide 
Zebulon Pike 

 
Louisiana Purchase 

Gulf of Mexico to Canada 
Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains 

 
Barbary States  

Morocco, Algiers, Tunisia, Tripoli 
Tribute 

Stephen Decatur 
 
 

American neutrality 
Embargo 
Smuggle 

Tecumseh 
 

William Henry Harrison 
 
 
 

Thinkquest Library – for the students 
and by the students  
 
Use the link below to go to a site that gives 
a whole new meaning to the term “Student 
Friendly.”  You will find competitive projects 
from all around the world that students 
created and entered for adjudication at the 
Thinkquest Library. 
 
http://library.thinkquest.org 
 
 
 

 
Louisiana Purchase 

 
Monticello Site:  Jefferson 
http://www.monticello.org 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Focus 4:  War of 1812 
6.5  6.4 
 
� Summarize the causes for the United 

States declaring war on Britain – again 
� Detail the early events of the war with 

Britain 
� Compare/contrast the two war events:  

American invasion of Canada and the 
fights in the South 

� Assess the results of the War of 1812 
 
 
 

 
Flag from the War of 1812  

 
Nationalism 
Henry Clay 

John C. Calhoun 
War hawk 

 
Blockade 

U.S. Constitution 
Old Ironsides 

 
Oliver Hazard Perry 

Andrew Jackson 
Washington, D. C. 

Dolly Madison 
Fort McHenry 

 
Francis Scott Keys 

Star Spangled Banner 
Secede 

New England 
 

The War of 1812 

Our national anthem began as a poem 
celebrating a battle during the War of 1812. 
The song is better known than the war. What 
was the fight about? Why would a country as 
young as ours become involved in another war 
against Britain? 

For the United States of America, the 
War of 1812 meant a new sense of 
national pride - for the second time in 
history, the new nation matched 
strength with a country as powerful as 
Britain.  For the Native Americans, the 
war was a last attempt to reclaim their 
lost land and prosperity - an attempt 
that failed and took away what little they 
had.  

Who really supported the war? Not the 
British, preoccupied with their struggle 
with Napoleon. Not the Americans, 
facing a task of building their young 
country. Not the Canadians, who had to 
battle the severe northern conditions to 
prosper in the colonies, Not the Native 
Americans, who would rather be left 
alone by the "white man". Yet in the 
end, they all found themselves involved 
in a war that could have meant life or 
death - the War of 1812. 
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UNIT EIGHT:  A Changing Nation 1815 - 1840 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:  How did the nation between 1815 and 1840 reflect a growing sense of  

National pride and identity? 
 
 

• How was the power of the federal government strengthened during the Era of Good 
Feelings?  

 

• How did U.S. foreign affairs reflect new national confidence? 

• How did the people gain more power during the Age of Jackson? 

• Why did Jackson use force to remove Native Americans from the Southeast? 

• How did old issues take a new shape in the conflict over the national ban and tariffs? 

 

 
Andrew Jackson 
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UNIT EIGHT:  A Changing Nation 1815 – 1840 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 1:  Our National Identity 
6.4  6.5  6.2 
 
� Depict the feelings of national unity that 

the Americans portrayed after the War of 
1812 

� Detail the steps Congress took to 
strengthen the national economy 

� Discuss how Supreme Court rulings 
supported federal power and economic 
growth 

 
 
 
 
 
Focus 2:  Other Nations Need Our 
Support 
6.4  6.2 
 
� Explain why Spain ceded Florida to the 

United States 
� Summarize how the Spanish territories 

in the Americas gained their 
independence 

� Explain and asses the value of the 
Monroe Doctrine 

� Assess the impact of Canada’s 
becoming self-governing 

 
 
 
 

Henry Clay 
John C. Calhoun 
Daniel Webster 

Charter 
Dumping 
Contract 

Capitalism 
Interstate commerce 

 
National Economy 

 
Tariff of 1816 

Clay’s American System 
 

McCulloch v. Maryland 
Second Bank of the United States 

 
Dartmouth College v. Woodward 

Contract 
 

Gibbons v. Ogden 
Federal power 

Cede 
John Quincy Adams 

Self-government 
 

Spain 
Florida 
Ceded 

 
Miguel Hidalgo 
Simon Bolivar 

Independence for South and Central 
America 

Independent Reading 
 

It should be a non-negotiable in your 
classroom that during each unit of study the 
students spend time at home and during 
free time at school to broaden their 
background on the culture by doing lots of 
age appropriate reading and note taking. 
 
Below you will find a few books that the 
students can search out in your classroom 
library, school library or local library. 
 
Note:  The closer the books are to the 
students the more you improve the chances 
that students will read them.  Hence, 
classroom libraries should have an 
abundant supply of children’s literature.  As 
a rule of thumb each classroom library 
should have about 100 age appropriate 
books on topics across the social studies’ 
spectrum.  

 
 

Book Circles 
 

Throughout any unit in Social Studies it 
should be a strong expectation that 
students read independently on the topic – 
at home and in their free time.  The 
students should be encouraged to share 
their books at regularly held Book Circles. 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Focus 3:  Andrew Jackson Era 
6.4  6.2  6.4 
 
� Compare/contrast the conflict between 

Andrew Jackson and John Quincy 
Adams 

� Summarize just how the right to vote 
expanded in the United States during the 
Jackson era 

� Describe the campaign issues and 
election of Andrew Jackson – 1828 

 
 
Focus 4:  Indian Removal from Their 
Lands 
6.4  6.2 
 
� Describe the culture of the Native 

Americans in the Southeast during the 
Jackson era 

� Summarize the conflict over land 
occupied by the Native Americans in the 
Southeast 

� Explain and asses the forced removal of 
the Native Americans from their lands in 
the South east 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Andrew Jackson 
Old Hickory 

Election of 1824 
John Q. Adams v. Andrew Jackson 

House of Representatives 
 

Suffrage 
 

Caucus 
Henry Clay v. Andrew Jackson 

Nominating convention 
Election of Andrew Jackson 1828 

 
Spoils system 

“To the victors belong the spoils” 
Native Americans 

Cherokees 
Sequoyah 

 
Forced movement 

Cherokee Nation v. Georgia 
Worcester v. Georgia 

John Marshall 
Indian Removal Act of 1830 

 
Choctaws 
Cherokee 

President Martin Van Buren  
Trail of Tears 

 
 
 
 
 

Begin to use Primary Documents for historical 
turning points in American History: 

 
Primary Documents 

 Artifacts, letters, diaries, speeches, 
interviews 
 
Sometimes primary documents are not 
available so you have to use Secondary 
Documents – second hand accounts of a 
turning point: 
 
Biography, newspaper account, historical 
fiction… 
 

Note Taking from Primary and 
Secondary Sources 

 
This would be a good time to combine 
teaching students how to take notes from 
electronic resources and what plagiarism 
means and why it is totally unacceptable. 
 
Plagiarism is a rapidly growing problem in 
many venues today.   Because it is so easy 
to locate information using the Internet, 
students have given in to the temptation to 
take materials and use them for their own.  
This needs to be addressed by all who are 
in the education field -- by teaching the 
observance of proper citation and copyright 
compliance AND by making sure our 
students know that stealing someone else's 
work is wrong. 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
 
Focus 5:  States’ Rights and the 
Economy 
6.4  6.5  6.2 
 
� Assess the disagreement over the Bank 

of the United States 
� Compare/contrast federal and state 

powers during this time of change  
� Summarize the reasons South Carolina 

threatened to secede from the Union 
� Chart the economic pressures that led to 

the economic crisis of 1837 
 
 

Crisis of 1837 Leads to Unemployment 

Bank War 
States’ Rights 

Division of Powers 
 

Nullification Crisis 
John C. Calhoun 
Daniel Webster 

 
Tariff- iron and textiles 

South Carolina 
Secede 

 
Federal power 

 
Martin Ban Buren 

Panic of 1837 
 

William Henry Harrison 
Whigs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Civil War Issues 
1. Decide your views on three major issues in 
1860.  To back up your views you must 
research them so that you have knowledge to 
present them to the public.  Here is a list of 
issues, but you are not limited to these by any 
means: 
                          States Rights, 

Taxes and Tariffs, 
Slavery, 

Western Expansion:(free/slave states), 
Uncle Tom's Cabin, 
"Bleeding Kansas," 

Dred Scott v. Sandford, 
Threat of secession 

 
2. Create an iMovie in the form of a campaign 

commercial.  You must address your views, 
and why people should vote for you.  This is 

how you are going to attract votes so it should 
be exciting and unique.  Design this thinking 
what kind of commercial would attract you to 

voting for a certain candidate.   
 

3. Prepare a one-page speech to present to the 
public before sharing your commercial.  This 

should be used to attract voters with your public 
speaking ability.  Your speech should provide a 
background of yourself and state why you are 

the best fit for President of the United States of 
America 
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UNIT NINE:  The Makings of a Civil War 1800 - 1845 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:    Why did Americans take different paths in the early 1800s? 
 
 
 

• How did the new technology of the Industrial Revolution change the way Americans lived? 

• How did urbanization, technology and social change affect the North? 

• How did cotton affect the social and economic life of the South? 

• How did Americans move west, and how did this intensify the debate over slavery? 
 

 
Cotton Mills  
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UNIT NINE:  The Makings of a Civil War 1800 – 1845 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 1:  Industrial Revolution 
6.5  6.4 
 
� Assess the changes the Industrial 

Revolution brought to the life of the 
American people 

� Assess the impact on the economy of 
Samuel Slater’s cotton mill 

� Depict the growth of industry in the 
United States after 1812 

� Assess the problems experienced in the 
factories by women and children  

 
 
 
Focus 2:  A North Transformed 
6.6  6.4  6.5 
 
� Chart the growth of cities in the 1800s 
� Depict and explain the major inventions 

and advances in agriculture and 
manufacturing during the span of years 
1800 – 1845 

� Describe and assess the improvements 
in transportation during the early 1800s. 

� Chart the wave of immigrants to the 
United States in the 1840s and 1850s 
and depict their contributions to 
American life 

� Describe the problems African 
Americans faced in the North during the 
early to mid 1800s. 

 

Industrial Revolution 
Factory system 

Capitalist 
Interchangeable parts 

 
Steam powered textile plant 

Cheap labor 
Women/children 

 
Francis Cabot Lowell 

Lowell mills 
Weaving machines 

Lowell girls 
 

Mass production 
Factory conditions 

Urbanization  
Telegraph 

Samuel F.B. Morse 
Famine 
Nativist 

Discrimination 
 

Agricultural revolution 
Cyrus McCormick 
Mechanical reaper 

 
Steamboats 
Clipper ships 

Railroads 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Lowell Girls  

Task 
The Lowell Sun, a local newspaper, wants you 
to write about life as a "Mill Girl". They want to 

know if working in the mills is everything you 
thought it would be. As you research the 

working conditions of the factories and the 
living conditions of the boardinghouses try to 

imagine yourself living in Lowell, 
Massachusetts during the 1830s.  As you learn 

about your new environment pay careful 
attention about what it is like to live in Lowell 

because you will be writing a group editorial to 
the Lowell Sun answering some Question 

about the working and living conditions. Below 
is a list of websites to help you gather 

information. Simply click on the ones you want 
to visit. 

www.historymatters.gmu.edu 
www.carolhurst.com/titles/lyddie.html (Lyddie 
is a book for young people about Lyddie – one 

of the Lowell Mill Girls.) 
www.berwickacademy.org/millgirls/mill_girls.ht

m 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Focus 3 Southern Plantations 
6.5  6.4 
 
� Assess the significance of cotton and the 

cotton gin to the South’s economy 
� Compare/contrast the lives of the free 

and the enslaved African Americans in 
the South 

 
 
 
Focus 4: Impact of Growth 
6.4  6.5  6.6 
 
� Describe the many problems faced by 

those moving westward 
� Assess the impact of the Erie Canal 
� Assess the debate over slavery and the 

Missouri Compromise 
 

 
Erie Canal 

Immigrants 
Cotton gin 
Eli Whitney 
Slave labor 

Cotton Economy 
Free and Enslaved African Americans 

Slave code 
Spirituals 

 
Nat Turner 

Slave Revolt of 1831 
Westward Movement 

 
Daniel Boone 

 
Turnpike 

Corduroy road 
 

Erie Canal 
Hudson River – Lake Erie 

Canal Challenges 
 
 

Henry Clay 
Slave and Free States 
Missouri Compromise 

Sectional rivalries 

Plantation Owner Information 

The southern plantation formed the basis of 
the South's agricultural economy, and 
much of life in the South revolved around 
these stately and sprawling institutions. In 
the best farming areas, where most of the 
plantations were located, over 50 percent 
of the population were slaves.  

As a plantation owner, you would not have 
to work the fields or gardens. The slave 
servants, field hands, and skilled laborers 
did all menial tasks, such as tending the 
garden, minding the crops in the fields and 
the livestock, mending the outbuildings 
when damaged, keeping the mansion 
clean, and even watching the children. With 
so much time on your hands, you could 
afford the luxury of an education and 
traveling around the United States. 

www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USA
Splantation.htm 
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UNIT TEN:  Age of Reform 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question: How did reformers and writers inspire change and spark controversy 
 
 
 

• How did key people bring about reform in education and society? 
• How did abolitionists try to end slavery? 
• How did the women’s suffrage movement begin? 
• How did American literature and art have an impact on American life? 

 
 

 
Suffrage Scrapbooks 1897-1911  
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UNIT TEN:  Age of Reform 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 1:  A Society Upgrade 
6.4   
 
� Explain the conditions of America that its 

people sought to improve society in the 
1800s 

� Identify and discuss the social problems 
that reformers tried to solve in the early 
to mid 1800s 

� Assess the improvements in public 
education in the early to mid 1800s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus 2:  Push Back Against Slavery 
6.4 
 
� Describe the efforts in the North to end 

slavery 
� Assess the contributions of William Lloyd 

Garrison, Frederick Douglas and other 
abolitionists 

� Describe the purpose and the risks of 
the Underground Railroad 

� Compare/contrast the views about 
slavery of the North and the South 

 
 
 

Social reform 
Second Great Awakening 

Predestination 
Charles Finney 

Utopian Community 
 

Revival 
Temperance Movement 

Prohibition 
Prison Reform 

Reform for the Mentally Ill 
Dorothea Dix 

 
 

Public Education 
Horace Mann 

Public Education for African Americans 
End of Slavery in the North 

Colonization Movement 
New England Anti-slavery Society  

African American Abolitionists 
Abolitionist 

John Q. Adams 
 

Underground Railroad 
Harriet Tubman 

William Lloyd Garrison 
Frederick Douglass 

Harriet Tubman 
 
 
 
 

 
Library of Congress Website – American 

Memory 
 

http://memory.loc.gov/ 
 
 

  
 

There are so many invaluable resources on the 
site American Memory.  Students should be 
asked to use the site as home assignments.  
Give the students a few days to complete the 
assignment in the event that a few of your 
students do not have access to the Internet at 
home.  These students would have to make 
arrangements to use the Internet in school at a 
scheduled time. But assigning the Internet – 
with specific sites you choose as age 
appropriate can and most definitely should be 
done. 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
Focus 3:  Women Have Rights, Too 
6.4  6.2 
 
� Describe how the women’s suffrage 

movement began 
� List and discuss the goals of the Seneca 

Fall Convention in 1848 
� Assess the new opportunities that 

women gained in the mid 1800s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus 4: Art and Literature of the early 
and mid 1800s 
6.4 
 
� Synthesize the common themes in 

American Literature and art in the mid 
1800s 

� Discuss the uniqueness of American 
styles of music and art in the mid 1800s 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Sojourner Truth 
Lucretia Mott 

 
Seneca Falls Convention 
Declaration of Sentiments 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

Women’s suffrage 
Women’s Rights Movement 

Susan B. Anthony 
National Woman Suffrage Association 

 
Education for women 

Emma Willard 
Mary Lyon 

Mount Holyoke 
 

Women’s careers 
Individualism 

 
Civil disobedience 

Herman Melville, Moby Dick 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter 

Louisa May Alcott 
Washington Irving, The Legend of Sleepy 

Hollow 
               Rip Van Winkle 

 
James Fenimore Cooper, The Last of the 

Mohicans 
Transcendentalism 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Henry David Thoreau 

Hudson River Valley School of Painting 

Music:  Yankee Doodle  
Listen to the music, read the facts! 

http://kids.niehs.nih.gov/lyrics/yankee.htm 
 

Music of Stephen Foster 
 

 
Stephen Foster Stain Glass  

Camptown Races 
Old Folks at Home 

 

 
Winslow Homer Civil War Drawing 

Thanksgiving Day in the Army. After 
Dinner: The Wishbone 
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UNIT ELEVEN:  Westward, Ho 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question: How did westward expansion change the geography of the nation and 

demonstrate the determination of its people? 
 
 

• What cultures and ideas influenced the development of the West? 

• Why did people go west and what challenges did they face? 

• What were the causes and effects of the Texas War for Independence and  

                       the Mexican- American War?  

• How did the Mormon settlement and the gold rush lead to changes in the West? 
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UNIT ELEVEN:  Westward, Ho 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 1:  Westward, Ho 
6.4 
 
� Trace and label the destinations of the 

settlers heading west in the early 1800s 
� Depict the unique culture of the South 

West 
� Define and explain Manifest Destiny 
 
 
 

 
Manifest Destiny  

 
 
Focus 2:  Trail Mates 
6.5  6.4 
 
� Assess the importance of traders and fur 

trappers in the opening of the West 
� List and describe the hardships 

encountered by the pioneers traveling 
along the Oregon Trail 

� Compare/contrast the trials and 
tribulations of women, Native Americans 
and new settlers in the West 

 

Frontier 
Great Plains 
Northwest 
Southwest 

Native Americans 
Missionaries 

Junipero Serra  
Spanish settlers’ 

 
Mexican Independence 

Land grant 
Ranchero 

 
Expansion 

Manifest Destiny 
William Bicknell 
Santa Fe Trail 

John Jacob Astor 
Oregon Fur Trade 

 
Mountain man 
Fur trappers 
Rendezvous 

 
Oregon Trail 

Marcus and Narcissi Whitman  
 

Life in the West 
Settlers 

Women of the West 
Native American of Oregon  

 
 
 

Document Based Question –DBQ 
 

What is a document-based question? 
 
�  Good, sharp, clear, penetrating historical 

documents are presented with a key 
question related to a general historical topic.  
e.g. Pioneers Journey Westward.   

� Good sharp, clear and penetrating questions 
are posed for each historical document 

� The historical documents that you can use:  
Pictures, photographs, diary entries, posters, 
political cartoons, letters, poems, excerpts 
from stories written at the time of the 
event.... 

� Students are then directed to write a sharp, 
clear and penetrating essay based on the 
historical documents 

� Each DBQ should have four historical 
documents   for the question at hand. Each 
document will connect to the historical topic 
– Pioneers Journey Westward. Collectively 
each of the documents will tell a full story of 
the journey. 

� The historical sources and the accompanying 
Question should be such that they present 
the issue from two different perspectives 

� The two different perspectives for Pioneer 
Journey Westward might be:  Was it right or 
wrong for the people to risk their lives to 
travel the unknown roads westward.  Tell 
why. 

� It is the task of the student to synthesize the 
main themes of the documents and craft an 
essay that takes a position on the 
topic/question 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
 
 
Focus 3:  Mexican Conflict 
6.4 
 
� Explain how Texas became independent 

from Mexico 
� Depict the issues involved in annexing 

Texas and Oregon 
� Summarize the main events in the 

Mexican-American War 
� Discuss how the United States achieved 

Manifest Destiny 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus 4:  Hurry, Hurry Westward 
6.4  6.2 
 
� Explain why the Mormons settled in Utah 

and the issues that divided Mormons 
and the federal government 

� Discuss the effects of the 1849 California 
gold rush 

� Depict and describe the many changes 
in population that California experienced 
by 1850 

 

 
 

Texas Independence 
Stephen Austin 

Dictatorship 
 

Siege 
Texas at War 
Sam Houston 

“Remember the Alamo 
Santa Anna 

 
Republic of Texas 

Annexation 
Henry Clay 

Tensions in Mexico 
Cede 

 
Opposition to War 

General Taylor 
General Zachary Taylor 

Rio Grande 
 

James K. Polk 
Abraham Lincoln 
John C. Fremont  
Manifest Destiny 

Mexican Government 
Joseph Smith 

Mormons 
Polygamy 

Brigham Young 
Conflict with the government 

Utah 
Forty-niner 
Water rights 

Vigilante 
Mining towns 

Role of women in the Gold Rush 
Chinese Immigrants 
African Americans 
Native Americans 

 
The way the position essay is crafted 
does matter.  Hence, the following tips: 
 
Introduction: 
 
� Start the essay with a question or 

exclamatory sentence to attract the 
reader’s attention. 

� Restate the historical question posed but 
use your own words. 

 
Body: 
 
� You should have at least five good 

paragraphs in the body of the essay.  
For each paragraph remember to have 
but one BIG IDEA with at least five 
details/sentences 

� Weave the information from the historical 
documents into the essay paragraphs.  

� Use historical quotes when possible.  If 
you know interesting and relevant 
information about the topic weave it into 
the essay 
 

Conclusion: 
 

� Wrap up your essay by restating your 
opening introduction  
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UNIT TWELVE:  The Nation Divided (1846 – 1861) 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:      How did the nation try but fail to deal with growing sectional differences? 
 
 
 

• How did the Question of admission of new states to the Union fuel the debate over slavery and states’ 

rights? 

• What was the Compromise of 1850 and why did it fail? 

• Why did Lincoln-Douglas debates and John Brown’s raid increase tensions between the North and 

South? 

• Why did the election of Abraham Lincoln spark the secession of southern states? 

 

 

Lincoln - Douglas Debate Handbill  
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 UNIT TWELVE:  The Nation Divided (1846 – 1861) 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 1: Slavery Tensions 
6.4 
 
� Assess the conflict that arose over the 

issue of slavery in the territories after the 
Mexican-American War 

� Chart the goals of the Free-Soil Party 
� Diagram and explain the compromise 

Henry Clay proposed to settle the issues 
that divided the North and the South 

 
 
 
 
 
Focus 2:  Compromises Fail to Settle the 
Issues of Slavery 
6.4 
 
� Summarize the main points of the 

Compromise of 1850 
� Connect the main themes of Uncle 

Tom’s Cabin to the divide over slavery 
� Assess the impact of the Kansas-

Nebraska Act   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wilmot Proviso 
Antislavery Party 

Popular sovereignty  
Whigs 

Democrats 
General Zachary Taylor 

Secede 
John C. Calhoun 
Daniel Webster 
Free-Soil Party 

Fugitive 
Henry Clay 

 
__________________________________ 

 
 
 

Compromise of 1850 
Popular sovereignty  

 
 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
Harriet Beecher Stowe 

 
Kansas-Nebraska Act 

Stephen Douglas 
Free or slave territory 

John Brown 
 

Propaganda 
 
 
 

 

 
John Curry Artist 

 

Alfred Wad was recognized as the best of the 
Civil War sketch artists who drew the war for 
the nation's pictorial press. Wad could render a 
scene quickly and accurately, with an artist's 
eye for composition and a reporter's instinct for 
human interest.  

 

Uncle Tom's Cabin  
Uncle Tom's Cabin 

In 1852, Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin to show slavery as a thing so 
cruel and unjust. In the first year over 300,000 
copies of her book were sold. In 1856, over two 
million copies were sold. Her book was printed 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
 
 
Focus 3:  The Slavery Crisis Deepens 
6.4 
 
� Assess the rise of the Republican Party 

in the 1850s 
� Chart and explain the issues that arose 

from the Dred Scott decision 
� Compare/contrast Abraham Lincoln’s 

and Stephen Douglas’s view on slavery 
� Contrast the reactions in the North and 

the South to John Brown’s raid 
 
 

 
Nat Turner - North American Slave Revolts  

 
 
Focus 4:  Civil War on the Horizon 
 
� Assess the results of the election of 

1860 
� Chart and explain the reasons why the 

southern states seceded from the Union 
� Summarize the events that led to the 

outbreak of the Civil War 

 
 
 

Antislavery Party 
Republican Party  

 
James Buchanan 

Dred Scott Decision 
Roger B. Taney 

 
Abraham Lincoln 

 
Lincoln – Douglas Debates 

“A House Divided...” 
 

“If slavery is not wrong, nothing is wrong.” 
Abraham Lincoln 

 
John Brown’s Raid 

Pottawatomie Massacre 
Harpers Ferry, VA 

Colonel Robert E. Lee 
_________________________________ 

Secession 
Abraham Lincoln 

Republicans 
Stephen Douglas 

Confederate States of America 
 

Fort Sumter 
Major Robert Anderson 

 
Civil War 

 
 
 

 

in 13 different languages.  

Interview with a slave owner  

• What he thinks about slavery  
• Why slavery is important to the South's 

economy  
• What would happen if slavery were 

abolished?  
• Are you right in what you are doing?  
• Are there any benefits to being a slave?  

 Interview with an escaped slave  

• Reasons for slave’s escape  
• How he/she became a slave  
• How he/she escaped the plantation  
• Are there any benefits to being a slave  
• What should be done about slavery  
• What are you going to do now that you 

are no longer a slave 

 

Lincoln-Douglas Debate: 

http://www.alincolnlearning.us/debates.html 
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UNIT THIRTEEN:  Civil War (1861 – 1865) 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:       How did people, places and things affect the outcome of the Civil War? 
 
 
 

• Why did each side in the Civil War think the war would be won easily? 
• How did each side in the war try to gain an advantage over the other? 
• What were the causes and effects of the Emancipation Proclamation? 
• How did the war affect people and politics in the North and South? 
• How did Lincoln and his generals turn the tide of the war? 

 
 
 
 

 
First Reading of the Emancipation Proclamation 
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UNIT THIRTEEN:  Civil War (1861 – 1865) 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
FOCUS 1: Gear up for War 
6.4 
 
� Diagram the states that supported the 

Union, states that seceded, states 
whose loyalties were divided 

� Contrast the advantages each side had 
in the Civil War 

� Assess the First Battle of Bull Run 
� Describe camp conditions that the 

soldiers faced at the outset of the war 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus2: In the Beginning of the War 
6.6  6.4 
 
� Explain how northern troops used 

geography to give themselves an 
advantage over the Confederates 

� Describe the new weapons of war citing 
their advantages and their dangers 

� Depict graphically the war in the East in 
1862; war in the West; war at sea 

 
 
 

Border states 
Loyalists 

Confederacy 
Neutral 

Martial law 
Military advantage 

Confederate Generals 
Robert E. Lee 

 
Factories 

Population 
 

Navy blockade 
Mississippi River 

Richmond, Virginia 
Young soldiers 

 
First Battle of Bull Run 

Prisoners of War 
Iron clad warships 

Monitor and Merrimack Warships 
 

George McClellan 
Casualty 

Robert E. Lee 
 

Ulysses S. Grant 
 

Battle of Shiloh 
 
 
 
 

Reflections 
 

After reading about the trials and 
tribulations of a soldier during the Civil War, 
you now realize that life as a soldier was 
not an easy one.  If you could have chosen 
sides, which one would you have chosen 
and why?  If this war could have been 
avoided, what steps needed to be taken?  
Do you think that we are a stronger nation 
for going through this turmoil and this war?  
If so, why? 
 
Think about these questions.  Get together 
with your partner/friend and discuss them.  
 

 
The drum corps of the 93RD New York Infantry in 

Bealeton, Virginia1 
August 1863. Timothy H, O’Sullivan [1840-1882] 

     Photographer 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
 
 
Focus 3: Emancipation Proclamation 
6.4  6.5 
 
� Summarize the reasons Abraham 

Lincoln issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation 

� Assess the effects of the Emancipation 
Proclamation 

� Contrast the conditions of African 
American soldiers from those of white 
soldiers 

� Assess the contributions of African 
Americans to the Union 

 
 
 
Focus 4: American Way of Life and the 
Civil War 
6.4  6.5 
 
� Assess how opposition to the war 

caused problems on both sides of the 
war 

� Describe and defend the reasons both 
sides gave for passing the draft laws 

� Assess the economic hardships that war 
caused in the North and in the South 

� Describe the contributions of women to 
the war efforts 

 
 
 

 
Emancipate 

Horace Greeley 
Abolitionist 

 
Robert E. Lee 

Battle at Antietam 
 

Enlist 
African American soldiers 

Georgia and North Carolina 
Copperheads 

Desertion 
 

Abraham Lincoln 
Jefferson Davis 
Habeas corpus 

Draft laws 
Draft 

Income Tax 
Inflation 

 
Women and the war 
Elizabeth Blackwell 

Dorothea Dix 
Harriet Tubman 

Clara Barton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Letters from Soldiers 
 

http://www.28thmass.org/letters.htm 
 
 

Harriet Beecher Stowe 
http://www.harietbeecherstowecenter.org 

 
National endowment for the Humanities 

Website 
 

Incredible resources 
 

http://edsitement.neh.gov 
Hit: History and Social Studies 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus 5:  Decisive Battles 
6.4 
 
� Depict the significance of the battles of 

Vicksburg and Gettysburg 
� Assess the manner of war employed by 

the generals to defeat the Confederacy 
� Diagram and explain the steps that led to 

the end of the Civil War 
 
 

 
Sunrise at Gettysburg  

Stonewall Jackson 
 

Siege 
 

General Grant 
General Lee 

 
Battle of Gettysburg 

Fail of Vicksburg 
 

Gettysburg Address 
“…government of the people, for the 

people, by the people.” 
 

William Tecumseh Sherman 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Total war 
 

Surrender at Appomattox 
 

The Task 
 

Your assignment is to cover a battle of the 
Civil War from the perspective of a 
journalist.  Though good journalists make 
efforts to be impartial in their reporting of 
the news, the fact that you live in either the 
North or the South will certainly color the 
story you tell.  It will determine the people 
you are able to interview.  Remember that 
propaganda has played a part in all wars in 
our history and journalists have often fueled 
the “propaganda effort.” 

 
 

 "The first casualty of War is Truth”?” 
 

--Senator Hiram Johnson, 1917 
 

Pennsylvania - Gettysburg - 1863  
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UNIT FOURTEEN:  Reconstruction and the New South (1863 – 1896) 
 
 
Big Idea:  The study of United States and New Jersey history enables learners to see the interrelationship between 
past and present and to view current state and national issues with an historical perspective that informs both 
thought and action 
 
Essential Question:       What were the short-term and long-term effects of the Civil War? 
 
 
 

• How did the government try to solve key problems facing the nation after the war? 

• How did disagreements over Reconstruction lead to conflict in government and in the South? 

• What were the effects of Reconstruction? 

   

                               
The Reconstruction 
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UNIT FOURTEEN:  Reconstruction and the New South (1863 – 1896) 
 

OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
Focus 1: Reconstruction Begins 
6.5  6.4 
 
� Summarize and categorize postwar 

challenges that faced the nation after the 
war’s end 

� Compare/contrast Lincoln’s and 
Congress’ plan for Reconstruction 

� Chart and explain the goals of the 
Freedmen’s Bureau 

� Summarize the immediate impact of 
Lincoln’s assassination 

 
 
 
Focus 2: Reconstruction Isn’t Easy 
6.4 
 
� Depict the conflicts that arose over the 

Reconstruction Plans 
� Assess the changes in the South 

brought about by Radical Reconstruction 
� Describe and assess the impeachment 

plans for the removal of President 
Johnson 

� Describe and assess how the Ku Klux 
Klan tried to prevent the African 
Americans from exercising their rights. 

 
 
 
 
 

Abraham Lincoln 
Amnesty 

Freedman 
John Wilkes Booth 

 
Physical destruction 
Wounded Soldiers 

Financial Ruin 
 

Ten Percent Plan 
Wade-Davis Bill 

 
Freedmen’s Bureau 

Public education and African Americans 
Assassination 

 
Andrew Johnson 

Black codes 
Hiram Revels 
Blanche Bruce 

Scalawag 
Carpetbagger 
Impeachment 

 
Johnson v Radical Republicans’ plan for 

Reconstruction 
Reconstruction Act  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Group Task 
Students will write an essay on the status of 
Blacks in the South at the end of the Civil 
War. 
 
� Students will compare and contrast the three 

Reconstruction plans by making a chart and 
then determining: 

• Which favored the south 
• Which favored the newly freed 

people 
 (Give reasons to back up 

each position) 
� Explain the roles that each of the following 

groups played during this era, whether 
positive, negative, or both: 

• Carpetbaggers 
• Scalawags 
• Ku Klux Klan 
• Freedmen 

� Give a five minute presentation in which you 
explain the Election of 1876 and the 
resulting Compromise of 1877 and its 
consequences on race relations in the South 

� Write a critical essay on what you think 
would have happened to Afro-Americans 
following the Civil War if Lincoln had lived 

� Create a screenplay dealing with some 
aspect of this period.  

� Study cartoons 37-49 from Harper’s Weekly 
1876, then write an interpretation of the 
1876 Election 
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OUTCOMES VOCABULARY RESOURCES 
 
 
Focus 3: Reconstruction is Complete 
6.4  6.5 
 
� Assess the decline in support for  
    Reconstruction 
� Explain how African Americans in the 

south lost many of their newly gained 
rights? 

� Describe the sharecropping system and 
how it trapped many people in a cycle of 
poverty 

� Chart and explain the growth in the 
South’s economy by the 1880s 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Poverty in the South in 1880 

Poll tax 
Literacy test 

Grandfather clause 
Segregation 

Homer Plessy 
Plessy v. Ferguson 
Segregation Laws 

 
‘separate but equal’ 

 
Sharecropper 

 
President Grant 

Amnesty 
Self-rule 

 
Rutherford B. Hayes 

Samuel J. Tilden 
 

Popular vote 
Electoral votes 

 
 

Amendments for kids 
 

http://www.usconstitution.net/constkids.html 
 

Congress for Kids 
 

http://www.conressforkids.net/ 
 

Amendment Interactive Game 
 

http://www.quia.com/cc/73685.html 
 
 

Task 
 

The task before you is to help convince the 
population of your state, and thus the state 

legislature of the importance of the 13th, 14th, or 
15th amendment. You will create a newspaper 

ad or poster informing the public about the 
amendment and the need for its passage. The 

public’s opinion will influence the state 
legislature’s future vote on the amendment and 

thus the outcome for the entire nation. 
 

The American Presidency from Scholastic 
 

http://ap.grolier.com 
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Social Studies Standards:  Strategies and Assessments 
 

 
RECALL/ 

COMPREHENSION APPLICATION ANALYSIS SYNTHESES EVALUATION 

WORD 

Read/listen/respond:  
Legends, myths, stories, 
narrative poems of Native 
Americans 

Describe:  Story 
grammar(theme, 
plot...) of Send Down 
the Moon 

Compare/contrast:  
Myths with same 
theme/character 
about the Iroquois 
Indians 

Compose/create: 
Prayer of Green 
Corn Festival 

Assess/critique:  Forms of 
government of Iroquois 
Confederation 

LOGIC 

Map/globe:  Contour map of 
geographic features of the 
Northeast region 

Apply:  Venn diagram 
– individual ownership 
with patronship 

Categorize: 
Achievement of 
Dutch settlers in 
the northeast 

Case Study:  Daily 
life of a 12 year old 
in Jamestown 

Decide:  Impact of ideas 
from Mayflower Compact 

PICTURE 

View  movies from PBS – 
Ken Burns – Revolutionary 
War 

Illustrate:  Valley Forge 
in Winter 

Contrast:  
Uniforms of British 
and American 
soldiers 

Infer:  What it was 
like for a tax 
collector from 
England working in 
America 

Choose:  Favorite scene 
from narrative poem about 
Paul Revere 

BODY 

Construct:  Diorama of new 
settlements during the time 
of Jackson 

Dramatize:  
Biographical sketch of 
person of importance 
during the Homespun 
Age 

Generate 
Question:  
Prepare to 
interview Andrew 
Jackson 

Create: Picket 
signs in protest of 
Native American 
Reservations 

Panel:  Contributions of 
Andrew Jackson 

MUSIC 

Listen/sing:  Music from the 
score 1776 

Record feelings:  
Respond to the lyrics 
of 1776 

Compare/contrast:  
Music from 
America the 
Beautiful and 
Amazing Grace 

Compose: Rap 
advertising the 
coming of the Bill of 
Rights 

Evaluate:  Raps about the 
Preamble to the 
Constitution 

PEOPLE 

Discuss: Effects of the Spoils 
System on good government 

Game:  Name the 
major contributions in 
the new era of 
transportation 

Investigate:  Role 
of slavery in the 
Age of Homespun 

Produce:  
Commercial for or 
against women’s 
rights at this time 

Conclude:  Survival tactics 
of Native Americans during 
this era 

SELF 

Write:  Book review about 
the life of an important 
person in the Age of 
Homespun 

Record:  Reactions to 
the story of Andrew 
Jackson 

Analyze:  Varied 
and unusual 
circumstances 
that led to Native 
American policies 
of Jackson 

Plan:  Trip to an 
outstanding site in 
Washington, D.C. 

Grade:  Narrative poems 
you wrote about the people 
of the Age of the Homespun 



 

GRADE SIX: Ancient Civilizations 
 

 
 
 

GEOGRAPHY 6.6 

  
 ECONOMICS 6.5 
 

 
 CITIZENSHIP 6.2SOCIAL STUDIES 6.1 
 
 
 
 GOVERNMENT 6.2WORLD HISTORY 6.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Social Studies Skills:  6.1 
*Social Studies Skills need to be used throughout the study of the units and across the curriculum. 

Reading Skills Writing Skills Speaking Skills Maps and Globe 
Skills 

Charts and 
Graphs 

Data and 
Diagrams 

 Make generalizations 
based on multiple 
sources of 
information 

 Read Primary and 
Secondary Sources 

 Draw Conclusions 

 Read Biographies 

 Main Idea and 
Details 

 Venn Diagram:  
Compare and 
contrast Information 

 Classify/Categorize 

 Recite poems 

 Read illustrations 

 Picture Walks 

 Predictions 

 Cause and Effect 

 Sequence:  Past, 
Present, Future; 1st, 
2nd, 3rd;  

 First, Next, Last 

 Vocabulary Word 
Walls    for social 
studies 

 Take Notes using 
note cards:  One 
main idea with two 
or three 
supporting details 
per card 

 
 Make an outline  

 
Topic 

               I 
A. 
B. 
C. 

              II 
* Use the software 
program Inspiration 
to help with learning 
outlines skills 
 
 
Topic Books – final 
project presented 
using technology 
tools 

 Friendly Letter 

 Letter to the Editor 

 Pen Pals - electronic
 

 
 
 
 

 Retell stories 
 Choral Reading 
 Dramatize 
historical events 

 Poem Recitation 
 Opinion Speech 
 Describe 
photographs 
 Two minute oral 
presentation on a 
given topic 

 Map title 
 Map keys 
 Map ledged 
 Picture maps 
 Map of 
neighborhood 
 Map of 
town/city 
 Map of State 
 Map of the 50 
States 
 Map of North 
America 
 Map of the 
World 
 History Map 
 Political Map 
 Locator Map 
 Landform Map 
 Hemispheres 
 Latitude 
 Longitude 
 Prime Meridian 

 Picture 
graphs 
 Bar graphs 
 Flow chart 
 Pie Chart 
 Line Graph 
 Information 
charts - e.g. 
jobs in the 
neighborho
od, school 
and 
neighborho
od helpers, 
jobs at 
home 
 KWL 
Charts 
 Create a 
Chart  - 
organize 
information 

 Read 
temperature
s –
Fahrenheit, 
Celsius 
 Read 
calendar 
 Two level 
Timelines 
 Diagrams 
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Reading Skills Writing Skills Speaking Skills Maps and Globe 
Skills 

Charts and 
Graphs 

Data and 
Diagrams 

 

 Internet Child friendly 
sites – materials, 
activities 

 Electronic Atlas 

 Electronic 
Encyclopedia 
 Almanac 
 Gazetteer  
 *Geographical 
dictionary 
 Glossary 
 Index 

 Write a news 
report using the 5 
Ws: 
 Who, what, when, 
where, why 

 Personal Glossary 
Picture Book – 
alphabetical order 

 Shared Writing 

 Write five sentences 
paragraphs 
  Write narrative 
accounts 
 Write persuasive 
letters 
 Write descriptive 
paragraphs – four 
sentences on a 
given topic  
 Journal Writing 
 Diary Writing 
 Diary Writing 
 Write questions for 
interviews 
 Write questions for 
surveys 
 Create a travel 
journal 

  
 North Pole 
 South Pole 
 Equator 
 Elevation Map 
 Inset Map 
 Inset Map 
 Time Zone Map 
 Precipitation 
Map 
 Climate Map 
 Transportation 
Map 
 Population Map 
 Scale and 
Distance Maps 
 Small scale 
maps 
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GRADE SIX:  ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS 
 

UNIT ONE: River View – Ancient Civilizations of Southwest Asia 
 

TIMELINE: 3500 – 500 B.C.  
 

Hunters and Gatherers 

Mesopotamia 

Babylonia, Israel and Assyria 

 
Big Idea: How does geography effect civilizations?

 
Essential Questions:  

 
• How did the early people use their surroundings to help themselves survive? 

• How did location affect how early people lived? 

• How did the development of agriculture change human life? 

• How did geography affect the farming methods and the crops of the New Stone Age Farmers? 

• How did geography affect civilization in the Fertile Crescent? 

• Why did empires rise and fall in Mesopotamia? 

• How did Assyria’s harsh rule weaken the empire of Mesopotamia? 
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OUTCOMES FOR MESOPOTAMIA  RESOURCES
Hunters and Gatherers:  Stone Ages  
 
Geography:   6.6 

� Give the global address for the Hunters and Gatherers of the 
Stone Age 

� (Continent, hemisphere, latitude, longitude 
 
World History:  6.3 

� Discuss how the use of fire and tools changed the lives of the 
early people 

� Explain how scientists learn about the early people from 
artifacts 

� Explain how the search for food caused migration of groups 
of people  

� Evaluate the change that occurred in the food supply of early 
people 

� Analyze the positive and negative effects of the shift from 
food collecting to food producing 

� Analyze how farming improved life during the New Stone Age 
� Explain why the changes in farming created an agricultural 

revolution  
 
Economics:  6.5 

� Explain how the earliest people interacted to meet basic needs
 
Vocabulary Bank: 
Hunter-gather, Old Stone Age, artifact, agriculture, surplus, 
barter, domesticate 

 
San man - Tribe of Hunters and Gatherers 

 

It is expected that Social Studies in the middle grades be taught 
through an abundance of literature:  Fiction, non-fiction and 
poetry. 
 
      Social Studies should be integrated into the reading, science 
and religion classes. 
 
     It is expected that Social Studies be taught by the use of 
interviews, site visits, software, music and art.   
 
      It is expected that Social Studies is taught by using some of 
the vast resources on the Internet 
 
      It is expected that Social Studies is taught by the use of 
individual and small group projects,  
 
Webquests… 
 
 
 
 
 
Textbooks 
 
 Macmillan- McGraw Hill – The World 2008 
 Scott Foresman:  World Cultures – 2008 
 Harcourt: Ancient Civilizations - 2008 
 Houghton Mifflin –  
World Cultures and Geography    2008 
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OUTCOMES FOR MESOPOTAMIA RESOURCES 
Mesopotamia 
 
Geography:   6.6 
 
� Locate these waterforms on a map/globe: Mediterranean Sea, Tigris 

and Euphrates Rivers, Persian Gulf on a map and globe 
� Identify these special landforms of Sumer:  Fertile Crescent, desert, 

forest, sea, gulf 
� Locate the surrounding regions of Sumer: Persian Gulf, Babylonia, 

Kush and describe their global addresses 
� Describe the climate of Sumer and explain its’ impact on Sumer’s 

growth. 
 
World History:  6.3 
 
� Describe effect of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers on the people of 

Mesopotamia 
� Evaluate the importance of being able to control water to the people 

of the Fertile Crescent 
� Draw conclusions about the importance of a surplus of crops for 

Mesopotamian civilization.  
� Trace the rise of conflict in the Fertile Crescent  
� Evaluate Sargon the Conqueror’s contribution to ending the regional 

conflict in Mesopotamia 
� Summarize the link between agriculture and religion in Sumer 
� Explain the change in worship of one God by the ancient Israelites 

represented a change in religious belief in Mesopotamia 
� Evaluate the Ten Commandments as an important part of the three 

major religions – Judaism, Christianity, Islam  
� Analyze how the Phoenicians changed writing  
� Classify the Sumerians according to social classes 
� Compare and contrast Judaism to other ancient world religions 
 
 
 
 
 

Webquests 
 
What is a webquest? 
An inquiry-oriented activity in which most or all of the information 
used by students is online. Webquest give links necessary to 
complete the project 

 
BUILDING BLOCKS OF A WEBQUEST 

 
� Introduction  
� Task  
� Process  
� Resources  
� Evaluation  
� Conclusion For a full explanation of Webquests for elementary 

students do yourself a favor and read from the ‘father of the 
webquest” what exactly they are all about. 

 
Bernie Dodge, San Diego State University 
http://webquest.sdsu.edu/about_webquests.html 
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  GRADE SIX: ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS 

UNIT TWO: River View – Ancient Africa  
 

Egypt and Nubia 
 

TIMELINE:  3500 – 500 B.C. 
 

 
Big Idea:  How does geography effect civilizations? 

 
Essential Questions:  

 
• Why was ancient Egypt able to remain a great power for so long? 

• What were some features of the Egyptian culture? 
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OUTCOMES FOR EGYPT RESOURCES 
Egypt 

 
Geography 6.6 
 
� . Locate the global address of Egypt on maps, globes 

(Longitude, latitude, hemisphere, and continent… 
� Describe the special landforms of Egypt: 
� (Land around the Nile River – Fertile Crescent, Sahara desert, 

Oasis) 
� Describe the Waterforms in Egypt and the surrounding areas: 

Nile River 
�  Discuss the improvement of irrigation methods, invention of 

dikes and canals and    their impact in the growth of Egypt 
 
�  Describe the climate of Egypt 
�  Identify the natural resources of Egypt 
�  Identify the regions around Egypt 

 
 
World History 6.3 
 
� Examine the artifacts of ancient Egypt to find information 

about their lives  
� Assess the Nile River’s importance to Egyptian civilization 
� Categorize events in the three major eras of ancient Egypt 

history  - Old    Kin, Middle Kingdom, New Kingdom 
�  Identify the major players in the turning point of Egypt 
� (King Tut, Hatshepsut, gods and goddesses, pharaohs…) 
� Explain the development and use of hieroglyphics 
� Analyze how a belief in life after death affected the 

Egyptians’ lives 
� Describe the scientific and medical contributions of the 

Egyptian 
� Observe the art and architecture of ancient Egypt 
 
 

 
How do you find Webquests on any topic? 
 

1) Google them! 
2) Type in any topic you want.  e.g. Webquests on the 
Lenape Indians 
3) You will be taken to a site rich with primary and secondary 
resources, activities, tasks, and games…. 

 
 

Best Webquests  
http://eduscapes.com/sessions/travel/k3webquests.ht

m
 

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/thismonth/democracy/index1.
html

 
 

Begin to teach the students how to use the wealth of 
resources available for understanding our global world: 

 
Electronic Atlas 

Electronic encyclopedias 
e.g. www.sfsocialstudies.com

 
 

 
 
 
 

http://eduscapes.com/sessions/travel/k3webquests.htm
http://eduscapes.com/sessions/travel/k3webquests.htm
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/thismonth/democracy/index1.html
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/thismonth/democracy/index1.html
http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/


 
 

OUTCOMES FOR EGYPT RESOURCES 
 
Economics 6.5 

 
� Explain the basis of Egypt’s economy 
� Explain how trade expanded and connected the people of ancient 

Egypt with other communities 
� Discuss the impact of the growth of trade in and out of the 

kingdoms of Egypt 
� Analyze the effect of technology on the civilization of Egypt 

(calendar, alphabet, and papyrus… 
 

Citizenship and Government 6.2 
 
� Evaluate how the pharaoh contributed to continuity in 

Egyptian life 
� Analyze the divisions in society of Egypt’s early society, 

Middle Society 
� Evaluate Hatshepsut’s unique place in early Egyptian history 
 
Ancient Nubia 
World History 6.3 
 
� Hypothesize about why the Nubians and Egyptians 

cooperated with each other 
� Summarize the outcome of the conflict between Kerma and 

Egypt 
� Evaluate the impact of the Kushite conquest of Egypt 
� Identify iron weapons as a technological advance that 

contributed to the end of the Kushite rule in Egypt 
� Compare/contrast view concerning the influence of the 

Nubian and Egyptian civilizations on each other 
� Evaluate the impact of Meroitic leaders on a Meroitic 

culture 
 
Vocabulary Bank 
Pharaoh, dynasty, hieroglyphics, papyrus, mummy, pyramid 

 
Art and Music and Literature in the Social Studies Lesson – 

Perfect Together 
     Of all the subjects that elementary students learn the one 
that has the most potential for connecting the arts, music and 
literature together is Social Studies.  Through the arts you as a 
teacher can expose the students to so much more about the 
time, the event, and the background than any one textbook 
could ever do.  Textbook reading is by nature linear – line-by-
line by line.  By using the arts you connect so many concepts 
together around one piece of work – the event, the climate, and 
the mores of the people… 
 
There is just so much story – his story/her story – which we 
need to hand over to the students that we can no longer use 
our limited time using just one medium – the word. 
 
 

Important Site for Social Studies Teachers:  National 
Council of Social Studies Teachers: 

http://www.socialstudies.org
 
 

The Library of Congress has incredible primary and 
secondary sources – photographs, timelines, and stories. 
 
Google:  americaslibrary 
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GRADE SIX: ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS 

UNIT Three: River View – Early Civilizations of Asia 
 

Ancient India 
Ancient China

 
TIMELINE:   India: 3500 – 500 B.C.               

China:  1700 B.C. – 200 B.C 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Big Idea:  How does geography effect civilizations?

 
Essential Questions:   

 
India:  

 
• What affected Indian’s early civilizations?  

• How did geography lead to the growth of cities in India? 

• How did the Mauryan and Gupta empires develop in India? 

• How did early Indian Empires take advantage of local geography to grow and prosper? 

 
China:  

 
• How did geography affect early Chinese civilization? 
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OUTCOMES FOR ANCIENT INDIA RESOURCES 
 

Geography:  6.6 
 

� Give the global address of the Indus River area on maps and 
globes 

� Locate the global addresses of:  India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
Northern India,   Khyber Pass, Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal, Indian 
Ocean 

� Describe the landforms around the Indus River  
� Describe the waterforms of the Indus River Valley.   
� Describe the climate of India and its impact on settlement, growth 

and development (Monsoons….) 
� Identify the natural resources of the Indus Valley 
� Asses the reasons for people of the Indus Valley settling on 

the banks of the Indus River 
 
World History   6.3 
 
� Summarize the influence of geography and climate on 

India 
� Describe the cities and culture of the Indus civilization 
� Explain the major beliefs of Hinduism 
� Describe the achievements of the Mauryan Empire 
�  Explain the development and teachings of Buddhism 
� Identify the contributions of the Gupta Empire 
� Describe how the communities grew out of the farming and 

herding    activities of the ancient Indian people  
� Assess what brought about the breakup of the Indus Valley 

(agriculture, river patterns reversed, and migration… 
 
Economics   6.5 
 
� Trace the rise and development of the Indus Valley in and 

through trade 
� Discuss the positive and negative effects of trading beyond the 

community of the Indus Valley for the people of the region 

 
Lessons, activities and games on India 

 
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/india/

 
Check out:  C-Span for Educators 

 
 

Note Taking from an electronic article. 
 

1) Give the information you want a title.  E.g. Colonial Homes 
2) Use one index card for each note  
3) Write one main sentence  
4) Write two supporting detail sentences. 

 
                     
 

Title 
 

 
 Main Idea: One sentence  

 
 One detail: One sentence  

 
 One detail: One sentence  

 
 One detail: One sentence  
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OUTCOMES FOR ANCIENT INDIA RESOURCES 
 
Citizenship and Government   6.2 
 
� Connect the role of the family, the community and the political 

structure to maintain law and order in ancient India 
� Discuss the people of ancient India’s views of power, authority, 

governance and law. 
� Describe the basic rights of the people of ancient India (caste 

system…) 
� Explain the basic responsibilities of the ancient people of India to 

their society 
 

 
Vocabulary Bank for India 

 
Monsoon, deity, reincarnation, caste, artisan ,Raja, export, 
import, epic 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Teacher Resource of Merit – The materials you can get at PBS 
– Teachers – are very good. 

 
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/socialstudies 

 
 
 
 

Non-fiction Reading 
Internet Resources 

 
  Research clearly shows us that students need help reading 
and understanding non-fiction materials.  What better time or 
way to do lean this life-skill but by using non-fiction materials in 
and through the topics of Social Studies.  Our students have 
access to the Internet – whether at school and at home.  We 
need to find the ways to assign good reading materials to them 
on topics they need to study anyway.  Assigning Webquests for 
homework, for project work will bring the students to materials 
that are readable and understandable. 
 
Imagine the day when we say to our students, “Your homework 
this week is to go to these Webquests and read materials about 
______” 

 
Webquest on India 

Remember:  To get good Webquests just Google them! 
Google:  Webquests on Ancient India 

 
http://www.pocanticohills.org/links/webquests/webques

t_india.htm
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OUTCOMES FOR ANCIENT INDIA RESOURCES 
Geography 6.6 
� Locate the global address of China on a map and globe 
� Locate the landforms of China:  mountains, desert, plateau, fertile 

soil 
� Locate the waterforms of China:  rivers, seas, oceans 
� Describe the climate of China and its impact on settlement, 

growth and development 
� List the natural resources of China and explain how the natural 

resources of China were used for survival and growth in China 
� Assess the impact of the Great Wall of China on its civilization 
� Explain the reasons the Chinese settled on the banks of the 

Yellow River 
World History 6.6 
� Describe life during the earliest Chinese civilizations 
� Compare/contrast the Shang and Zhou Dynasties 
� Explain the accomplishments of the Qin Dynasty 
� Explain the changes in China under the Qin Empire 
� Compare/contrast three major schools of thought about how 

society should be run:  Teachings of Confucius, Following the 
Way, School of Law 

Economics 6.5 
� Chart the trading products of ancient China 
� Discuss how the natural resources of ancient China were used to 

aid in the growth of ancient China 
� Describe the positive and negative effects of trading beyond 

the community for the Chinese 
� Discuss how trade connected ancient China with other 

civilizations 
� Chart the positive and negative effects of trade for China 
� Describe the impact of transportation and communication 

linked ancient China to the wider world 
� Analyze the impact of Chinese trade with the surrounding 

countries 
� Analyze the effect of technology on the civilizations of China - 

irrigation, wheelbarrow, silk making… 
� Analyze the impact on China on the Silk Road 

 
Graphic Organizers 

 
      Because the information students are learning is unfamiliar 
you need to do all that you can to help the students organize 
new information.  By showing your student show to graphic 
organizers you will do much to help them focus and organized 
their new knowledge in meaningful ‘chunks.” 
 
      Graphic Organizers will help students capture their concepts 
on a topic and map out their understanding. 
 
      Venn Diagrams, T-Charts, Time Lines, KWL charts, 
Sequence Charts and Main Idea/Detail Charts will give you the 
most mileage in capturing the learning. 
 
      Caveat:  Less is more.  Choose the graphic organizers you 
use with your class carefully.  Students need time and practice 
using the graphs.   
 
      This site has some very good graphic organizers that you 
have permission to print out. 
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/
 
      How can you get other graphic organizers? 
 

Google:  graphic organizers 
 
 

Resources on China – and other ancient cultures 
 

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/
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OUTCOMES FOR ANCIENT INDIA RESOURCES 
 
Citizenship and Government 6.2 
 
� Describe the basic rights and responsibilities of the people of 

ancient China – both for nobles and peasants 
� Define the concept of dynasty 
� Connect our present system of government in the US with 

ancient China 
 
� Assess the contributions of Confucianism and Legalism and 

their impact on our present form of government 
 
 
Vocabulary Bank for China 
Warlord, oracle, Civil service, Silk Road 
 
 
 
 

 

Interdisciplinary Projects 
 

     Interdisciplinary projects are those they connect two or more 
academic subjects around a given theme or topic.  They are 
usually done over a span of time – a week, two weeks, and unit 
projects.  They usually allow students to work on the project 
alone, with a partner or in a small group of no more than 4. 
     Everything that we know about learner success tells us that 
when we give students a choice – choice of work partner(s), 
tasks, presentation…they will invest much more time and energy 
into the project. 
     Before the project even begins the students know exactly 
what they need to do to create a wonderful project because they 
have the grading rubric. 

 
 

Thinkquest Library – for the students and by the students  
 
Use the link below to go to a site that gives a whole new 
meaning to the term “Student Friendly.”  You will find 
competitive projects from all around the world that students 
created and entered for adjudication at the Thinkquest 
Library. 
 

http://library.thinkquest.org
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 GRADE SIX: ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS 
   

UNIT FOUR: RIVER VIEW – Early Civilizations of Europe  
 

TIMELINE:             2000 B.C. – 300 B.C. Greece 
TIMELINE:          753 B.C. – 476 A.D. Rome 

 
Greece and Rome 

 
Big Idea:  Why do empires rise and fall? 

 
Essential Questions:   

 
 

Greece:   
 

• How did the geography of earlier civilizations help shape Greek culture? 

• How did Alexander the Great build his empire? 

Rome:  
• How did the Roman Republic develop? 

• How did the Roman Republic change as an empire? 

• How did the Roman Empire decline? 
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OUTCOMES FOR ANCIENT GREECE RESOURCES 
 
Geography 6.6 
 
� Give the global address of Ancient Greece 
� Identify the landforms of Ancient Greece (Crete, Athens, Sparta, Mount Olympus, 

rocky land, and fertile land in the valleys and along the coast mountainous regions, 
peninsulas, islands…) 

� Identify the waterforms of Ancient Greece. (Aegean Sea, Mediterranean Sea, 
Ionian Sea) 

� Describe the problems of farming in Greece; rise of marketplaces in the city-states; 
irrigation problems…) 

�  Describe the climate of Ancient Greece (warm, dry, rainfall) 
� Identify the natural resources of Ancient Greece and explain how they were used 

(limestone, olive oil, wine, wool…) 
� Identify the surrounding regions of Ancient Greece (Southern Europe, northern 

Africa, Asia Minor…) 
 
World History 6.3 Greece 

 
� Appraise   Ancient Greece’s art, architecture and their artifacts and discuss their 

meaning 
� Describe the religious beliefs of the Greek people (gods and goddesses, Oracles, 

Olympians, Zeus, Hera, Aphrodite, Apollo, Athens) Identify the contributions of 
ancient Greece to Western culture 

� Describe the origin of the Greek marathon 
� Identify Greek’s contribution to medicine  (Hippocrates; Hippocratic Oath 
� Contrast forms of government in Greek city-states 
� Compare/contrast the schools of Athens and Sparta 
� Analyze the effects of war on the Greeks 
� Describe Alexander’s Empire 
 

Begin to use Primary Documents for historical 
turning points in American History: 

 
Primary Documents 

 Artifacts, letters, diaries, speeches, interviews 
 
Sometimes primary documents are not 
available so you have to use Secondary 
Documents – second hand accounts of a 
turning point: 
 
Biography, newspaper account, historical 
fiction… 

 
 

Note Taking from Primary and Secondary 
Sources 

 
This would be a good time to combine 
teaching students how to take notes from 
electronic resources and what plagiarism 
means and why it totally unacceptable. 
 
Plagiarism is a rapidly growing problem in 
many venues today.  Because it is so easy to 
locate information using the Internet, students 
have given in to the temptation to take 
materials and use them for their own.  This 
needs to be addressed by all who are in the 
education field -- by teaching the observance of 
proper citation and copyright compliance AND 
by making sure our students know that stealing 
someone else's work is wrong 
 
 
 
 
 

 
16 

http://www.ncusd203.org/central/aplus/index.html
http://www.ncusd203.org/central/copyrights.html


 
 

 

 

OUTCOMES FOR ANCIENT GREECE RESOURCES 
 
Economics:  6.5 Ancient Greece 
 
� Trace how trade connected Greece with neighboring communities 
� Describe the positive and negative effects of trade with neighboring communities 

for the Ancient Greeks 
� Connect the impact of transportation and communication links for Greece both 

within Greece and outside the region 
 
 
Citizenship and Government 6.2 – 
 
 Ancient Greece 
 
� Describe the contributions of the Greek legal heritage (government, democracy, 

trial by jury, equality under the law 
 
� Chart the rights and responsibilities of the people of Athens and Sparta both as 

citizens and non-citizens 
� Chart the requirements of becoming a citizen of Athens or Sparta 
� Describe the rise of the city-state in Greece and explain its main features  
� Sequence the change from an oligarchy to a democracy in Greece 
� Explain the role of the Assembly in Athens 
 
Vocabulary Bank for Ancient Greece 
Tsunami, philosopher, Monarchy, tyrant, oligarchy, democracy, plague 
 
 

 
Independent Reading 

 
      It should be a non-negotiable in your 
classroom that during each unit of study on the 
ancient cultures the students spend time at 
home and during free time during school to 
broaden their background on the culture by 
doing lots of age appropriate reading and note 
taking. 
 
       Below you will find a few books that the 
students can search out in your classroom 
library, school library or local library. 
 
Note:  The closer the books are to the students 
the more you improve the chances of the 
students will read them.  Hence, classroom 
libraries should have an abundant supply of 
children’s literature.  As a rule of thumb each 
classroom library should have about 100 age 
appropriate books on topics across the social 
studies’ spectrum.  

 
 
 

 
              Ancient Greece ( The Acropolis) 
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OUTCOMES FOR ANCIENT ROME RESOURCES 
Geography 6.6 

 
� Locate the global address of Ancient Rome on maps and globes 
� Describe the landforms of Ancient Rome (Boot – peninsula, Apennines    

Mountains, Alps,  
� Describe the waterforms of Ancient Rome (Po River, Mediterranean Sea, 

Tiber River 
� Discuss the improvements of irrigation, travel, bridges, aqueducts of 

Ancient Rome and show how they improved life for the people 
� Describe the function of the protective devices in the Roman cities (Servian 

Wall, Aurelian Wall…) 
� Describe the climate of Ancient Rome and show its impact on settlement, 

growth and development of the area 
� Identify   the natural resources of Ancient Rome that contributed to its 

growth   (fertile soil, rich minerals, marble quarries, thick forests, vineyards, 
olive orchards…) 

� Describe the invention of crop rotation and its impact on the agriculture of Ancient 
Rome 

� Discuss the reasons for settling on the banks of the Tiber River 
� Describe the surrounding regions of Ancient Rome 
 
 

 
Ancient Rome  

 
 
 

Webquest on Ancient Rome 
 

http://eprentice.sdsu.edu/J03OW/dopart/WQ
S.html

 
Remember:  To find good Webquests on the  

Internet you just have to Google 
 

Google:  Webquest on Ancient Rome 
 

Finding good Webquest is such an effortless 
way for you and your students to get – in one 
place – wonderful information on any given 
topic.  Webquests written by teachers – or by 
students – will be age appropriate if you 
choose the ones for the elementary grades. 

 
 
 

Another Webquest on Ancient Rome 
http://www.42explore2.com/rome.htm
 
 
Lessons, informational reading on Ancient 

Rome 
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/romans
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OUTCOMES FOR ANCIENT ROME RESOURCES 
World History 6. 
 
� Discuss the art, architecture and artifacts of Ancient Rome   (temples, 

public baths, Pantheon, Catacombs…) 
� Distinguish the main highlights of Ancient Roman sculpture and painting 

(public monuments, columns, arches, wall paintings…) 
� Identify the important literature pieces of Ancient Rome (Cicero, Horace…) 
� Compare and contrast the myths and legends of the gods and goddess of 

the literature of Ancient Rome 
� Describe the main forms of entertainment of Ancient Rome (Coliseum, 

Circus Maximums, Roman Theatre…) 
 
� Explain the influence of geography on the Italian peninsula 
� Identify the causes and effects of the growing desire for political power among 

various groups in Rome 
� Describe the struggles between Carthage and Rome and the outcome of those 

struggles 
� Describe Octavian’s route to power 
� Analyze the growth and decline of the Roman Empire 
� Explain the development of early Christianity 
� Compare/contrast Constantinople with Rome 
 

 
Byzantine Empire  

Independent Reading 
 

Throughout any unit in Social Studies it should 
be a strong expectation that students read 
independently on the topic – at home and in 
their free time.  The students should be 
encouraged to share their books at regularly 
held Book Circles. 
 

Rome: A World Power 
 

The Roman Coliseum 
by Fiona Macdonald 
Bedrick, 1977 (48p)  
The author describes the Coliseum, its 
engineering and construction, and explains 
why it was built.  

First Facts About the Ancient Romans 
by Fiona Macdonald 
Bedrick, 1997 (32p)  
Unusual information about the Romans and its 
supporting documentation is presented in a 
simple format.  

Cleopatra 
by Peter Vennema and Diane Stanley 
Morrow, 1994 (48p) 
This thoroughly researched and beautifully 
illustrated book tells the story of the queen of 
the Nile 
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OUTCOMES FOR ANCIENT ROME RESOURCES 
 
Economic 6.5 
 
� List the trading products of Ancient Rome 
� Discuss the positive and negative effects of trading beyond the community for the 

Ancient Rome 
� Assess the effects of technology on the civilization of Rome (crop rotation, 

improvements in travel, manufacturing techniques, aqueducts….) 
 
Citizenship and Government 6.2 
 
� Analyze the government of Rome during the Republic 
� Contrast the rights of the patricians with those of the plebeians 
� Compare and contrast the rights of the citizens of Ancient Rome with those of the 

non-citizens 
� Compare and contrast the responsibilities of Ancient Roman citizens and non- 

citizens 
� Sequence the evolution of the government of Ancient Rome (Kingship to 

Republic 
� Connect our present system of government with Ancient Rome (branches of 

government:  senators, tribunes, consul, assemblies of Citizens 
� Compare and contrast the laws for citizens and non-citizens from Ancient Rome 
� Identify the key legal documents of Ancient Rome (Laws of the Twelve Tables) 
 
 
Vocabulary Bank for Ancient Rome 
Republic, patrician, plebeian, consul, civil war, Pax Romana, census, aqueduct 

, 

Go to the Source! 
 

In preparing your lessons on the ancient 
cultures what better source could you go but to 
the Museum of Art! 

 
Remember:  Google:  Museum of Art 

 
http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/index.asp 

 
 

History for Kids 
 

History for Kids is a very good source that you 
can have the students use for home and 
independent projects.  This site can be used for 
all of the cultures. 

 
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/romans/

art/index.htm
 
 

Wonderful lessons, ideas, activities for 
Ancient Rome 

 
http://www.proteacher.com/090084.shtml
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GRADE SIX: ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS        
   

UNIT FIVE: Early Civilizations of Ancient North Americans 
 

TIMELINE:   
Olmec:  1200 B.C. – 400 B.C. 
Maya:  500 B.C. – 1500 A.D. 

Aztec:  1300 A.D. – 1500 A.D. 
Inca:  1200 A.D. – 1600 A.D.  

            
Big Idea:  Why do empires rise and fall? 

 
 

Essential Questions:   
 

• How did early civilizations adapt in North America 

• How did empires develop and fall in the Americas 
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OUTCOMES – ANCIENT NORTH AMERICA  RESOURCES 
Geography 6.6 – North America 
 

� Locate the global address of North America on maps and globes 
� Describe the contrasting landforms of North America 
� Describe the waterforms of North America 
� Describe the contrasting climate of North America 
 
World History 6.3 – Ancient North America People 
 
Olmec 
 

� Explain theories of how North America was populated 
� Describe life in the early Olmec farming communities 
� Describe the rise and fall of the Olmec civilization 
 
Maya 
 

� Identify the contributions of the Maya culture 
� Contrast the Maya and Olmec cultures 
� Trace the decline of the Mayan cities 
 
Aztec 
 

� Identify the contributions of the Aztec 
� Summarize the origin of Aztec influence in Mexico 
� Analyze how Aztec adapted to and changed their environment 
� Describe how the Empire grew 
� Evaluate the effect of the arrival of Spanish conquistadors on the Aztec 
 
Inca 
 

� Explain the accomplishments and beliefs on the Inca 
� Describe what enabled the Incas to rise to power 
� Summarize the Inca method of governing an empire 
� Describe aspects of Inca life and work 
 
 

 
Group Projects 

 
 

 In order to connect Ancient Asia, Africa and 
Europe with Ancient North America it is 
important that the students see the rise of 
civilizations in North America. 

 
Suggestion:  Let the students experience this 
unit on North American cultures in and through 
projects.  Divide the class into four groups:  
Olmec, Maya, Aztec and Inca.  Provide the 
students with a clear template of what you want 
the students to produce as a product of their 
study.   

 
 
 
 

 
Aztec Warriors 
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GRADE SIX: ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS        
   

UNIT SIX: Early Civilizations of the Arab World 
 

TIMELINE:  500 A.D. – 1500 A.D. 
 

Arabia 
 

 
           

Big Idea:  How do cultures influence each other? 
 

Essential Questions:   
 

• How did the growth of Islam change Arabia? 
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OUTCOMES – The Arab World RESOURCES 
Geography 6.6 
 
� Locate the global address of the Arabian Peninsula on maps and globes 
� Describe the contrasting landforms of the Islamic Civilization 
� Describe the waterforms of the Islamic Civilization 
� Describe the climate of the Islamic Civilization and its impact on settlement, 

growth and development 
� Describe how the natural resources were used in the growth of the Islamic 

Civilization 
 
World History 6.3 
 
� Use the art, architecture and artifacts of the Islamic Civilization describe 

the lives of the people of the ancient Islamic Civilization 
� Discuss the effects of geography on Arab peoples 
� Sequence events in the life of Mohammad 
� Explain the basic beliefs of Islam – Five Pillars of Islam – as evidenced in 

the Koran 
 
Economics 6.5 
 
� Describe how the natural resources of the Islamic Civilization were used to 

aid its growth 
� Assess the positive and negative effects of trade on the Islamic Civilization 
 
Citizenship and Government 6.2 
 
� Describe the values imbedded in the Islamic faith regarding community life 
� Discuss the basic rights and responsibilities of the citizens of the Islamic 

Civilization 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Students should read current newspaper 
articles and magazine articles to compare life 
today about the Arabian Peninsula. 
 
Question: How is the Islamic culture impacting 
on today’s societal life? 
 
 
 
 

 
Islam
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Social Studies Standards:  Strategies and Assessment 
 

 
RECALL/ 

COMPREHENSION     APPLICATION ANALYSIS SYNTHESES EVALUATION

WORD 

Read/listen/respond:  Greek 
myths, poems, stories... 

Describe:  Origins of 
the Olympic Games 

Compare/contra
st:  Life in the 
two city-states:  
Athens and 
Sparta 

Compose:  
Anthem to 
Alexander the 
Great 

Assess/critique:  Forms of 
government in ancient 
Greece 

LOGIC 

Map/globe:  Contour map 
of geographic features of 
the Italian peninsula 

Apply:  Venn 
diagram:  
Governments of 
Roman Republic and 
the United States 

Categorize:  
Achievement of 
ancient Rome 

Case Study:  
Daily life of a 
student in ancient 
Rome 

Decide:  Impact of ideas 
of ancient Rome – e.g. 
legal system 

PICTURE 
CD-Rom:  View movie of 
Hinduism 

Illustrate and explain:  
Monsoon season in 
ancient India 

Categorize:  
Basic beliefs of 
Hinduism 

Infer:  What was it 
like for a student 
to live in ancient 
India 

Choose:  Favorite scene 
from art of ancient India.  
I liked ___.  I wondered 
___. 

BODY 
Construct:  Diorama of 
geography of ancient 
China 

Dramatize:  Legends 
of Buddha 

Generate 
questions:  
Interview with 
Confucius 

Create:  Silk 
designs from 
China 

Panel:  Contributions of 
ancient China  

MUSIC 

Listen/sing:  Walk Like an 
Egyptian   
 

Record Feelings:  
Respond to the word 
meaning of the song 
Walk Like.... 

Generate 
questions:  
Based on the 
song Walk Like 
an Egyptian 

Compose:  Song 
about Hatshepsut 

Evaluate:  Role of 
Hatshepsut in Egyptian 
history 

PEOPLE 
Discuss:  Code of 
Hammurabi 

Game:  Trading on 
the Tigris and 
Euphrates  

Investigate:  
Sumerian City 
Life 

Produce:  Play 
about the role of 
the merchants of 
Sumer 

Conclude;  Major 
contributions of Sumerian 
society  

SELF 

Journal:  Typical day in the 
life of a student in ancient 
China 

Select:  Favorite part 
of story, The Chinese 
by Pamela Odijk 

Analyze:  Varied 
and unusual 
effects of 
flooding and 
famine in ancient 
India 

Plan:  Trip to 
outstanding sites 
in ancient Rome 

Grade:  Meaning of the 
theme from book, The 
Great Alexander the 
Great 
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