
Annual Faith & Works Appeal  
Please consider supporting our Faith & 
Works Annual Appeal as we celebrate 

the Diocesan 50th Anniversary 
Together we are one Church in Eastern 

Oklahoma! 
Faith & Works funds the multiple shared 

ministries in the Diocese including :  Family & 
Pro-Life, Faith Formation (all ages) & Parish 
Support, Clergy & Vocation, Community & 

Safety 
Coffee, Cookies, & Fellowship 

after Sunday 8:30 a.m. Mass  
All Welcome! 

Prayer Before a Crucifix 
O good and dearest Jesus, I kneel before your face. With 

all my heart I ask you to place in my heart more faith, hope 
and charity. Give me a true sorrow for my sins and a strong 

will to do better. With great sorrow and grief I look upon 
your five wounds and think about them. Before my eyes 
are the words that the prophet David said of you, O good 
Jesus: "They have pierced my hands and feet They have 

numbered all my bones."   Amen. 

Love As We Are Loved 
     In today’s Gospel, Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, rejects 
even the concession of milder retaliation allowed by Moses. For 
Jesus, retaliation, or even limited vengeance, has no place in the 
Christian life, even though graceful acceptance of an offense 
requires great strength and discipline of character, as well as 
strengthening by God’s grace. Jesus wants his disciples to repay evil 
with kindness. Instead of retaliation, Jesus gives his new law of love, 
grace, forgiveness, reconciliation and no retaliation. 
     Jesus illustrates the Christian approach by giving three 
examples. 1) Turn to him the other cheek: Striking someone on the 
right cheek requires striking with the back of one’s hand, and 
according to Jewish concept it inflicts more insult than pain. Jesus 
instructs his followers to forgive the insult gracefully and convert the 
offender. It is interesting that Gandhi said, “Everyone in the world 
knows that Jesus and His teaching are non-violent, except 
Christians.” 2) “If anyone sues you to take away your 
coat (chitona), let him have your cloak (himation) also”: (v. 40).  A 
chitona is a lightweight garment like a shirt (but long like a robe), 
worn close to the skin.  A himation is an outer garment like a coat 
and is also long.  To surrender both chitona and himation would 
render a man essentially naked, which suggests that Jesus is using 
exaggerated language to make the point that we are to defuse 
conflict by yielding more than is required. Jesus teaches that his 
followers should show more responsibility and a greater sense of 
duty than to fight for privileges. 3) Go with him two miles. Roman 
law permitted its soldiers and other officials to require people to carry 
a burden for a mile.  Service of this sort could be quite 
oppressive.  Here, Jesus tells us that a Christian has the duty of 
responding, even to seemingly unjust demands by helping or serving 
gracefully, not grudgingly. The principle is this: When we respond to 
an onerous duty with cheerfulness rather than resentment, we may 
win over the one who gave us the duty.  
    Therefore, our messages from the gospel are:  1) We need to 
have a forgiving heart: Jesus demands that we should forgive, 
pardon and be generous whether or not our offenders deserve it, and 
even if we are not loved in return. He also tells us to pray for those 
who, it may seem, willfully cause us suffering, hardship and 
unhappiness. And, 2) We are to try to be perfect, to be like God: We 
become perfect when we know God’s will and act accordingly. We 
can do so because the Holy Spirit has been given to us, and He 
dwells within us, empowering us to do God’s will. We become perfect 
when we try to love as God loves, to forgive as God forgives and to 
show unconditional good will and universal benevolence as God 
does. 
  
Excerpt of Reflection by Fr. Anthony Kadavil @ vaticannews.va/ 
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February 19, 2023 
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

"Love our Lady. And she will obtain for you 
abundant grace to help you conquer in your 

daily struggle."--St. Josemaria Escriva  

Day of Reflection 
"The Great Sacrifice of Love”  

Presented by Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, OSB 
Saturday, Feb. 25th, 8:30 a.m.—3 p.m.  

St. Gregory's Abbey, Shawnee 
 

Cost is $30 (lunch included). To register, call 
(405) 878-5656 or e-mail 

retreats@monksok.org or on the website 
www.monksok.org. 

The Holy Cross Catholic Charities 
Mobile Food Pantry 

Thursday, Feb. 23rd, 10 a.m.—Noon 
Food Boxes Available & Distributed While 
Supplies Last using a drive-through format 

Jesus, I trust in You! 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions for 
FEBRUARY 

For parishes 
We pray that parishes, placing communion at the 

centre, may increasingly become communities of faith, 
fraternity and welcome towards those most in need. 

Raising Saints Youth Group 
For the 6th-12th grade youth of Holy Cross 
and St. Vincent de Paul to gather for Fun, 

Fellowship, and Faith Formation 
This Month’s Activity:  Mardi Gras 

Theme 
February 19, 4—7 p.m. 

St. Vincent de Paul, Coweta 

Ash Wednesday Mass 
February 22 

6 pm—Wagoner; 7:30 pm—Coweta 
 

Fridays During Lent 
(Feb.24-Mar 31) 

Mass—5:00 pm 
Adoration—5:30 pm 

Stations of the Cross—6:00 pm 
Light Lenten Meal—6:30 pm  

 
 Lent affords us the opportunity to 

search the depths of our sin and 
experience the heights of God’s love. 

Seek a relationship when you pray, not 
answers. You won't always find 

answers, but you will always find Jesus. 

Retrouvaille Weekend 
A Retreat for Marriages in Crisis 

February 24-26 
For Information or to Register:  405-443-3541 or 

OKC@retrouvaille.org or visit www.helpourmarriage.org 

Camp Rother Registration if OPEN! 
Resident Summer Camp options are available for Grades 4-

5, 6-8, and 9-12 
More Details Available at dioceseoftulsayouth.org 

Contact Sky Creed with scholarship requests, questions or 
concerns at 918-307-4907 or sky.creed@dioceseoftulsa.org 



“Behold the wood of the Cross on which 
hung the Savior of the world.” 

P.O. Box 710  /  708 SW 15th St. 
539-209-9988 

Email:  holycrosswagoner@gmail.com 
Website:  http://www.holycross-wagoner.org 

Facebook:  Holy Cross Catholic Church—Wagoner, OK 

                  

To place information in the bulletin or on the 
church website, contact Karol Watson, 

karol_watson@yahoo.com or 918-640-5819 

For issues/help with Flocknotes, contact Kay 
Rodriguez, msrod@sbcglobal.net 

or 405-659-0507 

FOR THE SICK AND SUFFERING 
Jean Podeyn, sister of Jackie Spieker 

Judy Wright, parishioner 
Becky Harding, parishioner 
Meredith Zehr, parishioner 
Hope Watson, parishioner 
Sunny Marsh, parishioner 
Donna Senner, parishioner 

Mary Harris, parishioner 

WE PRAY TO THE LORD 

Matthew Gordon, son of Skip & Kathy 

Happy Birthday!  

Holy Cross Mission Statement/Prayer 
Almighty God, the mission of Holy Cross Parish 

is to bring the love of Jesus Christ to our 
community and the world.  As your disciples, 
help us to touch the hearts of everyone in a 

way that enhances human spirituality and will 
bring all people into the fullness of your 

Kingdom.  Through Christ, our Lord, Amen!   

Stay Connected — Stay Informed  
with your Catholic Faith & your Holy Cross Family 

 

Daily Readings, Daily Prayer of the Day, Bulletins, 
Catholic & Holy Cross News/Events 

 

www.holycross-wagoner.org,  
Holy Cross Catholic Church - Wagoner OK (FB) & 
https://holycrosscatholicchurch5.flocknote.com/

dashboard 

February 19, 2023 
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Weekend Collections Feb 11-12 
General Collections $3,512.90 
Capital Improvement 130.00 
TOTAL $3,642.90 

Pastor Very Rev. Leo Ahanotu 
 holycrosswagoner@gmail.com 
 539-209-9988 
 

Visiting Priests   Fr. Gabriel Garcia & 
 Fr. Alessandro Calderoni 
   

Deacons Dcn James Ruyle (Retired) 
 jandsruyle@gmail.com 
 918-485-8228 
 

Secretary Earlyne Hutchens 
 earlynehutchens@gmail.com 
 918-894-0474 
 

Religious Mary Feichtinger 
Education maryfeichtinger@yahoo.com 
 303-519-0605 
 Kay Rodriguez (Youth Group) 
 msrod@sbcglobal.net 
 405-659-0507 
 

Parish Karol Watson 
Council karol_watson@yahoo.com 
 918-640-5819 
 

M&M Kathy Gordon 
Society nursek.gordon@gmail.com 
 918-606-2488  
 

Men’s Paul Rodriguez 
Group paulauracc@aol.com 
 918-260-1304 

MASS  TIMES 

Saturday Vigil — 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday — 8:30 a.m. 

2nd & 4th Sundays (Latin) — 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday & Friday — 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday & Thursday — 8:30 a.m. 
First Sat. of Each Month — 8:30 a.m. 

ADORATION  AND  BENEDICTION 
Fridays following 5:00 p.m. Mass 

CONFESSIONS 
30 minutes before weekend Masses 

Or by appointment/request 

Daily Mass Readings—Feb 19-25* 

Sunday  
Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 
5:38-48 

Monday  Sir 1:1-10/Mk 9:14-29 

Tuesday  Sir 2:1-11/Mk 9:30-37 

Wednesday  
Jl 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 
16-18 

Thursday  Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25 

Friday  Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32 

*Daily Readings (and link to full biblical text) 
also available on Holy Cross Website:  

www.holycross-wagoner.org 

Felix Acevedo 2/1 
Kathy Gordon 2/2 
Beth McCaw 2/5 
Walter Mazil 2/7 

Traci McClellan Sorell 2/7 
Lucille Dickinson 2/10 

Jackie Spieker 2/12 
Amber Wright 2/13 
Kay Rodriguez 2/16 
Joe Cummings 2/17 

Robyn Rodriguez 
Higginbottom 2/18 
Rose Dufour 2/21 

Raul Empuerto 2/24 
Paul Rodriguez 2/24 
John Watson 2/24 

Marie Herndon 2/27 
 

 Altar Linens Altar Flowers 

Feb Mary Feichtinger Elizabeth Guadagno 

Mar Kathy Gordon Lent (no flowers) 

Breaking Bread Book —Pages 68-690 

Vatican II Hymnal —Pages 556-557 

THIS WEEKEND’S READINGS 


