
Reflection of the Week by Fr. Leo Ahanotu 
     Today, we celebrate the third Sunday of Advent, also known in the Church as Gaudate Sunday, meaning 
rejoice or a Sunday of joy. 
     In the first reading, Isaiah tells us to rejoice because of Christ's mission, which includes caring for the less 
privileged, the broken-hearted, and others suffering from other issues. Isaiah's teaching is also a reminder that we, 
too, are called to join Christ to be agents of change in the lives of those who are suffering, agents of hope for 
others, and agents of healing in our broken world, our broken families, and communities. Certain families are 
broken. Some of them are even our relatives. We could do something to bring the joy of Christ into those homes. 
     Did you notice that today's responsorial psalm is the words of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Magnificat? It 
reminds us of the joyful surrender of Mary to God's will and tells us that we also need to surrender ourselves to 
God. Guess why; absolute joy only comes from a close relationship with God. 
     I was driving back from Georgia last year, and somewhere in Alabama, I saw a writing on a billboard that says 
BE AN ORGAN DONOR. GIVE YOUR HEART TO JESUS. This means you have donated your entire self and 
heart to Jesus, because if you donate yourself to Jesus, you will have a close relationship with God and always be 
joyful in good times and bad times. 
     Any joy not linked to God (and Jesus is God) is not joy. It is happiness, and there is a difference between 
happiness and joy, even though we use the words as if they mean the same thing because ancient philosophers 
Aristotle, Socrates, Plato, and even the stoics used them to mean the same thing. However, those people lived 
before Christ came into the world. The two are not the same thing. Happiness is temporary. It is not constant. It 
comes with emotion, and emotion dies. On the other hand, Joy has a connection with God, and since God and 
whatever God made to be constant are the only stable existence, joy does not die. That's why a person like St. 
Padre Pio was suffering the pains of stigmatism but was always joyful. St. Therese of Lisieux suffered terrible 
tuberculosis until death, but was always joyful. Yes! There is a difference between joy and happiness. 
     St. Paul encourages us in the 2nd reading to pray always and retain what is good for the holiness of the soul 
so we can always have a good relationship with God – the relationship that brings joy and not happiness. Don't 
forget the difference. When we have joy, we will always give thanks to God in all circumstances, including the bad, 
just like Job did in the book of Job, despite his pitiful situation. The Gospel tells us about John the Baptist and his 
preaching of repentance so we could be holy enough for Jesus to enter our hearts. That is the summary of the 
reading. John's message of holiness is for Jesus to bring us joy - The joy that lasts forever – not temporary 
happiness that dies quickly as long as we are still here on earth.  Very Rev. Leo Ahanotu 

December 17, 2023 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Advent Prayer 
Father in Heaven, increase our longing for Christ our 
Savior and give us the strength to grow in love, that 
the dawn of His coming may find us rejoicing in His 

presence and welcoming the light of His truth.  

“Pray for us that we may be a sign of the love of Christ 
for our people.”  — Blessed Stanley Rother 

Second Collection At All Christmas 
Masses for the Retired Priest Fund 

This Second Collection will benefit the 
diocesan Retired Priest Fund and is the 
primary support given by the Diocese to 

our infirm and retired priests.  

Weekly Reflection on the Eucharist  
     Adore the Lord. Tell Him all your . . . matters and realize 
that He is with you seeking your happiness (Francis De 
Sales). Could you please join us for Eucharistic Adorations? 
God bless you!   Very Rev Leo Ahanotu 

The Next Eucharistic Study based on  
“Beautiful Eucharist” 

(please pick up a copy of the book in the vestibule) 

Beginning on Tuesday, Jan. 9th, for 4 weeks 
“Beautiful Eucharist” is a book of collections of life-
changing reflections about Jesus truly present in the 

Eucharist and wonderfully present in our lives. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
(normal weekend Mass schedule) 

December 23, Vigil Mass @ 5 pm & 
December 24, Mass @ 8:30 am 

Nativity of Our Lord (Holy Day) 
Solemnity Mass Schedule 

December 24, Christmas Eve 
Vigil Mass @ 5:00 pm 

Midnight Mass @ 12:00 am 
(Christmas Carols begin 30 minutes before 

the Masses) 
December 25, Christmas Morning 

Morning Mass @ 8:30 am 

Feast of the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

(normal weekend Mass schedule) 
December 30, Vigil Mass @ 5 pm & 
December 31, Mass @ 8:30 am 

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother 
of God 

January 1, New Year’s Day 
Mass @ 8:30 am 

Poinsettias for the Altar at Christmas 
Envelopes are located in the vestibule for those that 
would like to donate $17 per plant to be placed on 

the altar during Christmas in honor or in memoriam 
of a loved one. 

Mass Ministers 
 Ushers Eucharistic Min Reader Servers 
Sat 12/16—5 pm (Vigil) Linda Steinheil Kay R./Carolyn G. Charlie Moe Matthew H. 
 Mary Feichtinger    

Sun 12/24—8:30 am Emily Ledgerwood Chris H./Bille C. Rosemary Kotas Carlos, Liam, 
 Brian Ledgerwood   Aceah & Kaygan 
Sun 12/24—5 pm (Vigil) Sherry Ruyle Kay R./Mary F. Paul Rodriguez Larry Chekofsky 
 Mary Feichtinger   Matthew H. 
Sat 12/24—Midnight Mass Volunteers Charlie/Sherri M. Karol Watson  
Sun 12/25—Christmas 8:30  Bill Scrimsher Bille C./Chris H. Chris Holland Carlos, Liam 
 Mike Cucchiara   & Makenna 
Sat 12/30—5 pm (Vigil) Linda Steinheil Paul R./Laura R. Carolyn Greer Larry Chekofsky 
 Mary Feichtinger   Matthew H. 
Sun 12/31—8:30 am Mike Cucchiara Bille C./Elaine H. Chris Holland Carlos, Kaygan, 
 Bill Scrimsher   Liam & Makenna 

Sun 12/17—8:30 am Bill Scrimsher Mike H./Elaine H. Eric Jordan Carlos, Kaygan, 

 Sherry Ruyle   Matthew H. 
Sat 12/23—5 pm (Vigil) Kay Rodriguez Charlie/Sherri M. Dorene McMahan Larry Chekofsky 
 Mike Cucchiara   Liam & Makenna 
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To place information in the bulletin or on the 
church website, contact Karol Watson, 

karol_watson@yahoo.com or 918-640-5819 

For issues/help with Flocknotes, contact Kay 
Rodriguez, msrod@sbcglobal.net 

or 405-659-0507 

FOR THE SICK AND SUFFERING 
Jean Podeyn, sister of Jackie Spieker 

Judy Wright, parishioner 
Becky Harding, parishioner 
Hope Watson, parishioner 

Lucille Dickinson, parishioner 

WE PRAY TO THE LORD 

John Spieker, husband of Jackie Spieker 

Happy Birthday! 

Holy Cross Mission Statement/Prayer 
Almighty God, the mission of Holy Cross Parish 

is to bring the love of Jesus Christ to our 
community and the world.  As your disciples, 
help us to touch the hearts of everyone in a 

way that enhances human spirituality and will 
bring all people into the fullness of your 

Kingdom.  Through Christ, our Lord, Amen!   

Stay Connected — Stay Informed  
with your Catholic Faith & your Holy Cross 

Family 
 

Daily Readings, Daily Prayer of the Day, Bulletins, 
Catholic & Holy Cross News/Events 

 

www.holycross-wagoner.org,  
Holy Cross Catholic Church - Wagoner OK (FB) & 
https://holycrosscatholicchurch5.flocknote.com/

dashboard 

December 17, 2023 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Offerings from Dec 8-10 
General Weekend Collections $3,096.00 
Capital Improvement 655.00 
TOTAL $3,751.00 

Immaculate Conception Mass $360.00 

Pastor Very Rev. Leo Ahanotu 
 holycrosswagoner@gmail.com 
 539-209-9988 
 

Visiting Priests   Fr. Gabriel Garcia 
 fr.gabriel.garcia@dioceseoftuls

a.org; 918-836-2597 
   & 
 Fr. Alessandro Calderoni 
 fr.alessandro.calderoni@dioces

eoftulsa.org; 918-455-4551  
   

Deacon Dcn James Ruyle (Retired) 
 jandsruyle@gmail.com 
 918-485-8228 
 

Secretary Earlyne Hutchens 
 earlynehutchens@gmail.com 
 918-894-0474 
 

Religious Mary Feichtinger 
Education maryfeichtinger@yahoo.com 
 303-519-0605 
 Emily Ledgerwood (Youth 

Group); mudylime@gmail.com 
 405-887-7832 
 

Parish Karol Watson 
Council karol_watson@yahoo.com 
 918-640-5819 
 

M&M Sherri Moe 
Society smworks@hotmail.com 
 918-521-9127  
 

Men’s Seth Yoder 
Group seth.yoder@edwardjones.com 
 918-869-9129 

MASS  TIMES 

Saturday Vigil — 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday — 8:30 a.m. 

2nd & 4th Sundays (Latin) — 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesday & Friday — 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday & Thursday — 8:30 a.m. 

First Sat. of Each Month — 8:30 a.m. 

ADORATION  AND  BENEDICTION 
Fridays following 5:00 p.m. Mass 

1st Wed. of the Month — 6:30 p.m. 

CONFESSIONS 
30 minutes before weekend Masses 

Or by appointment/request 

Daily Mass Readings—Dec 17-23* 

Sunday  
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 
1:6-8, 19-28  

Monday  Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25  

Tuesday  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25  

Wednesday  Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38  

Thursday  Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45  

Friday  1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56  

Saturday Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66  

*Daily Readings (and link to full biblical text) 
also available on Holy Cross Website:  

www.holycross-wagoner.org 

Jan Martin  12/1 
Judy Wright  12/2 
Sandy Grace  12/3 
Joseph Kolb  12/3 

Hope Watson  12/4 
Matthew Wright  12/5 

Jane Duffy  12/7 
Anne Linz  12/7 

Amanda Mendick 12/10 
Andrew Higginbottom 

12/12 

Claire Dufour  12/20 
Kenneth Herndon  

12/20 
Rosalina Empuerto  

12/30 
Charles Moe  12/31 
Aceah Stuart  12/31 

 Altar Linens Altar Flowers 

Dec Carolyn Greer Advent (no flowers) 

Jan Dorene McMahan Poinsettias 
Bille Cummings 

Breaking Bread Book 
Pages 39-41 

 

Vatican II Hymnal 
Pages 385-386 


