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ST. MICHAEL ARCHANGEL PARISH
3114 SCRANTON ROAD CLEVELAND, OHIO 44109

REQUIREMENTS TO BE GODPARENTS
Due to the great responsibilities of a godparent, the Catholic Church has some minimum requirements that it asks of the godfather and/or godmother before serving in this role. These are set out in the Code of Canon Law:
1. RELIGIOUS DENOMINATION: Godparents must be Catholic because they serve as an official representative of the Catholic Church. Christians of other denominations whose baptism is recognized as valid in the Catholic Church can serve as a Christian Witness for the baptism of a Catholic. Christians whose baptism is not recognized as valid in the Catholic Church and non-Christians cannot serve as a godfather or Christian witness.
2. MINIMUM AGE: A sponsor/godparent must be at least 16 years of age and cannot be the father or mother of the child to be baptized.
3. SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION: A godparent is a baptized Catholic who has received First Communion  and Confirmation in the Catholic Church.
4. FREEDOM TO RECEIVE THE SACRAMENTS: The godparent is a practicing Catholic who frequently receives the Sacrament of Confession and who is free to receive Holy Communion when he or she comes to Mass.
5. MARITAL STATE: A godparent who is married must be in a marriage that is recognized by the Catholic Church. Those in their first marriage must have been married: a) at a Catholic Church ceremony or b) in a church ceremony with the permission of the Catholic Church. Catholics in a second marriage must have had their first marriage annulled and their second marriage must have been recognized or validated by the Catholic Church. Catholics currently in civil or common law marriages are not eligible to serve as sponsors.
6. NON-MARRIED STATE: If you are not married, a godparent must be living a consistent life as a single person as defined by the Catholic Church. Anyone who cohabits with another person, for example, living together in a romantic relationship or in free union, is not eligible to serve because godparents must be models of Christian life.
7. If a non-Catholic person is chosen, this person will be called "Christian Witness" instead of godparent. However, at least one practicing Catholic (godfather or godmother) is required to be present during baptism.
Please print name with the date to indicate that you read & understood the requirements. If you have any questions, consult the priest or deacon.
					                                                             
Parent/Legal Guardian 					Date	

____________________________________________________________________________________
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