
   

 

 

Divine Mercy Parish 
Parroquia Divina Misericordia 

Formerly St. Mary’s and St. Mark’s Roman Catholic Churches 
Serving Jesus Christ since 1854 and 1871 
232 Central Avenue, Rahway NJ 07065  

h ps://www.divinemercyrahway.church 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekday    12:00 pm Monday to  
  Friday 
    Martes  7:00 pm Misa en Español 
Saturday 9:00 am,  
 4:00 pm (Vigil Mass) 
Sunday 8:00 am, 9:30 am,  
 11:00 am,   
 12:30 pm Misa en Español  
Holydays    6:00 pm (Vigil Mass) 
 12:00 pm, 6:00 pm, 

  
Rev. Alexander T. Cruz 

Pastor, extn 103 
Email:fr.alex@divinemercyrahway.church 

Rev. Jozef Krajnak, Ph.D. 
Resident Priest, extn 104 

Email:frjozef63@divinemercyrahway.church 
Joseph Keefe 
Arlene Mione 

Trustees 
 

 Seventh Sunday  of 
Easter 

May 24, 2020  

 
Parish Membership 

Our parish embraces diversity. We may 
come from different origins but we are 

one in faith, love & devo on to the 
merciful Heart of Jesus.  Everyone is 

welcome to join our growing communi-
ty. Please come and visit our office to 

register. 
Parish Office/Rectory  

Hours: Monday to Friday  from  
9 am - 2 pm 

Email: office@divinemercyrahway.church 
Tel (732)388-0082, (732)388-0083 

The Perfect Prayer in time of 
Covid19 

 
 
 
 

Eternal God, in whom mercy 
is endless and the treasury of 

compassion inexhaustible, 
look kindly upon us, and 
increase Your mercy in us, 

that in difficult moments, we 
might not despair nor become 
despondent, but with great 
confidence, submit ourselves 
to Your holy will, which is 

Love and Mercy itself. Amen. 
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SATURDAY, May 23 
( Vigil Mass ) 

 4:00 pm (V)   Ϯ   Joseph & Mary Tranchina  
 

SUNDAY, May 24 
The Ascension of the Lord 
Seventh Sunday of Easter  

8:00 am               Ϯ   Nancy Sullivan   
 9:30 am      Ϯ   Robert Thompson 
      11:00 am    Ϯ   Mario Cruzada      
 12:30 pm (SP)    Ϯ   Agus na Mendoza  

 
MONDAY, May 25 

Memorial Day  
Feast of Saints Bede the Venerable, Pope Gregory VII, Mary  

Mary Magdalene de Pazzi  
      12:00 pm          People of the Parish 
 

TUESDAY, May 26 
Feast of Saint Philip Neri 

12:00 pm    Ϯ David Poultney 
7:00 pm (SP)   Ϯ  Albert Reitenmeyer 
 

WEDNESDAY, May 27 
Feast of Saint Augus ne of Canterbury 

12:00 pm        Anthony & Eleanor Pineda  
        (29th Wedding Anniversary)  

 
THURSDAY, May 28 

 12:00 pm    Ϯ   John Reitenmeyer 
  

FRIDAY, May 29 
Feast of Saint Paul VI 

 12:00 pm    Ϯ  Rolando Perez 
                

SATURDAY, May 30 
 9:00 am    Ϯ  Margaret Reitenmeyer 
 4:00 pm (V)  Ϯ  Albert reitenmeyer 
 

SUNDAY, May 31 
Pentecost Sunday  

8:00 am               Ϯ  Frank Sullivan 
 9:30 am      Ϯ  Rusk & Yuhas Family 
      11:00 am    Ϯ  Elvira Pagala 
 12:30 pm (SP)    Ϯ  Paulina Rivas 

 Legend:   (V) Vigil Mass ,  (SP) Spanish Mass, (F) Filipino Mass 
NOTE :Due to Covid-19 outbreak all mass inten ons will be 

said in the streamed masses at our Facebook account.  

Say this prayer during communion of the online Mass 

Due to Covid-19 All Masses are Livestreamed Via Facebook . 
Our Facebook account is  

Divine Mercy Parish, Rahway NJ 
Schedule of Online Masses for the month of May 

Monday - Friday  12 :00 pm 
Saturday   9:00  am 
Sunday        11:00  am - English & 
   12:30 pm - Espanol 

ADVISORY FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK  
RE-OPENING OF CHURCHES  (PHASE 1) 

Star ng May 17, 2020  
1. The Church will open for PRIVATE PRAYERS only. 

Divine Mercy Schedule 
Sunday   8:00 am to 10:00 am 
Weekdays  9:00 am to 11:00 am 

Saturday  10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
  

2. RECONCILIATION  can be offered at specified and limited 
mes. Confessional will not be used. Wearing mask and 

social distancing must be strictly observed at all mes . 
 
3.  CONFIRMATION & COMMUNION previously scheduled 

and was postponed due to Covid-19 will be scheduled 
once the Diocese starts Phase 3 of the church re-opening. 
Candidates will be have assigned schedule to comply with 
the limited capacity allowed inside the church. The sched-
ule of celebra on will start as soon as Phase 3 starts on 
Sundays before the Mass un l all have celebrated the 
Sacrament.  All should be done before December 31, 
2020.  

STRICT OBSERVANCE OF THE DIRECTIVE BELOW IS WITHOUT 
EXCEPTION;  

Mask should be worn inside the church at all mes. Social 
distancing should be strictly observed while inside the 

church. ( 6  apart from each other) 

The Feast of the Ascension of the Lord 

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin , C.Ss.R., have approved  the transfer 
of the observance of the “ Ascension of the Lord” 

from Thursday, May 21, 2020 to Sunday, May 24, 2020. 
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Five Reasons We Turn to Mary in Times of Crisis By 
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R. Archbishop of 

Newark  
Earlier this year when the devasta ng effects of the COVID-19 

pandemic became clear, and thousands—then millions—of 
people throughout the world were effected by physical, spiritu-
al, economic and psychological hardships, including severe sick-

ness and death, I began to implore the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Health of the Sick, on a daily basis for her intercession and 

help. Throughout the ages, Chris ans have turned to Mary in 
mes of war, pes lence and famine. In troubled mes like 

these, she is a sure refuge, a source of comfort and hope.  
My religious order, the Congrega on of the Most Holy Re-
deemer (Redemptorists) maintains a par cular devo on to 

Mary under the tle Mater de Perpetuo Succursu (Mother of 
Perpetual Help). As guardians of the 15th century Byzan ne 
icon that bears this holy name, for more than 150 years my 

community has promoted devo on to Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help as a means of helping people in all regions of the world 

draw closer to Mary, the Mother of God and our mother.  
Pope Francis has frequently said that his favorite image for the 

Church is her motherhood. “The Church is feminine,” Pope 
Francis says. “She is a mother.” Of course, Mary is the model, 
the inspira on for the Church’s motherhood and for all that is 
holy, compassionate and loving in the Church’s life and minis-
try. When Mary’s influence is missing or weak, the Church no 

longer acts as a loving mother.  
 

That’s why we should turn to Mary in both good mes and 
troubled mes. As Mother of Perpetual Help, she is always 

ready to assist us, always there for us, constantly prepared to 
seek her Son’s guidance and support for all her children. Espe-
cially in mes of grave danger, such as the current pandemic, 

Mary offers hope, healing and comfort to all who are in need of 
her maternal care. As I reflect on our current crisis, and the 

serious challenges it presents to individuals, families, commu-
ni es and na ons in all regions of the world, I see five major 

reasons (among many more) why we should turn to Mary our 
mother for her intercession and help. 

Five Reasons We Turn to Mary in Times of Crisis  
 

1. People are sick and dying. Throughout the Church’s history, 
Chris ans have sought Mary’s intercession in mes of serious 
illness including pes lence and plagues. As a loving mother, 
Mary always responds with comfort and the healing grace of 
her Son.  
Most Holy Mother, Health of the Sick, please stay close to all 
who are suffering from the effects of this deadly virus. Com-

fort those who mourn the loss of loved ones. Encourage care-
givers, first responders and all who provide essen al services 

o en at great risk to themselves.  
 

2. People are frightened, lonely and depressed. Mary’s loving 
presence offers courage and hope during frightening mes, 
especially when we are isolated from family and friends. She 
reassures us and reminds us that we are never alone, never 
without the consola on and hope won for us by her Son’s 
suffering, death and resurrec on to new life. 

 Mother of Holy Hope, inspire us by your perseverance and 
courage. Help us see that we are not going through this me 
of trial alone. Show us the way to Jesus, and help us to accept 

your loving presence as a sure sign that even in this me of 
social distancing, your Son holds us in his loving embrace and 

says to each one of us: “Be not afraid!”  
 
3. People are out of work or afraid they will lose their jobs. 

Mary is alternately invoked as Our Lady of Abundance and as 
Mother of the Poor. She stands with us when the economy is 
growing and when there is widespread poverty and unem-
ployment. She reminds us to be good stewards of all God’s 
gi s and to share generously with others, especially the poor.  

Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of all the Americas, you 
know the riches and the poverty of the lands we share with all 
our sisters and brothers here. Teach us to be grateful and gen-

erous stewards. Intercede for all who are poor. Reassure all 
who are frightened. Help us to help each other so that no one 

has to go without his or her share of God’s abundance.  
 

4. People are longing for the sacraments, especially the Eucha-
rist. Mary shows us the way to her Son. She is a sacrament of 
God’s presence in the world, the Gateway to Grace and a 
model for the Church’s prayer and worship. Deprived of ac-
cess to the sacraments, and to liturgy cum populo (with our 
sisters and brothers), we understandably turn to Mary in the 
Rosary and other devo onal prayers to help fill the spiritual 
gaps that exist in our lives.  
 Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us. Teach us to seek and 
find your Son, Jesus, in the prayer and worship of the Church, 
in the sacraments and in intercessory prayers to you and all 
the saints. Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, help us to be pa-

ent and understanding un l the day we can safely reopen 
our churches and once again make the sacraments available 

to all.  
 

5. People need wise, prudent and compassionate leadership—
now more than ever. Mary is the Mother of the Good Shep-
herd. His teaching and example powerfully illustrate the 
meaning and vital importance of servant leadership.  

 
Con nua on on the next page……. 
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Our solidarity more than ever as a community of faithful is be-
ing challenge by the threat of Covid-19. Let’s keep our commit-

ment to our LORD by a ending mass daily via FB livestream 
and pray for each other that all of us will be safe. Please re-
member to include our parish in your prayers. Everyone can 

s ll send weekly offerings for our Parish by signing up @ Parish 
Giving online. It is fast, secure and easy. Thank you and be safe 

everyone.  God bless. 

Con nua on of 5 Reasons why…. 
 

We implore the Mother of our Lord to help all our leaders in 
society and in the Church set aside their personal and poli cal 

agendas so that they can place the needs of others first and 
foremost 

 
Mother of Jus ce and of Mercy, pray for all who are leaders. 

Inspire us by your obedience to God’s will and your readiness to 
sacrifice your own needs and desires for the good of all. Open 

our minds and hearts to the selfless witness given to us by your 
Son so that we can lead our people with humility, wisdom and 

courage. 
  

In conclusion, I would like to once again make my own Pope 
Francis’s prayer to Our Lady, Health of the Sick, which uses the 
words of an ancient prayer, Sub tuum praesidium, actually the 
oldest hymn to Mary, the Mother of God, to implore her pro-
tec on during the coronavirus epidemic:  

 
O Mary, you shine con nuously on our journey as a sign of sal-

va on and hope. We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the 
Sick. At the foot of the Cross you par cipated in Jesus’ pain, 

with steadfast faith. You know what we need. We are certain 
that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy 
and feas ng might return a er this moment of trial. Help us, 

Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
and to do what Jesus tells us: He who took our sufferings upon 

Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to 
the joy of the Resurrec on. Amen. We seek refuge under your 
protec on, O Holy Mother of God. Do not despise our pleas – 

we who are put to the test – and deliver us from every danger, 
O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen.  

 
Holy Mary, we entrust to your maternal care the health and 
safety of all our brothers and sisters here in the Archdiocese of 
Newark and throughout the world. Help us to trust in the heal-
ing power of your Son and to stay close to one another spiritu-
ally even as we are required to maintain a safe distance physi-
cally.  
 

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.  
Archbishop of Newark  

Memorial Day Prayer 

Everlas ng Lord, we come to bow or heads in respect to you 
and thank you for our great country. 

Lord, we come before you today remembering our country’s 
heroes both dead and alive. We purpose to make this day a 

me to show honor to the men women whose sacrifice has 
helped to keep us safe and free. We acknowledge their bravery 

and we want to recognize the sacrificial contribu on of each 
one. 

S r our hearts Lord with patrio sm and thankfulness as we 
think about our country’s treasures lying in graves beneath our 
na on’s soil and the soil of lands far away. May we be inspired 
to be more abundant in our giving as we commemorate their 
lives of service to others. They gave the ul mate sacrifice and 

we respec ully remember them today. 

Lord, we li  up the families and friends of those who gave their 
lives for their country, we ask you to minister to the deep long-
ing of those who grieve. We ask you to bring your peace and 
supernatural comfort to each one as they recall their happy 

mes together. 

As we observe this day, we want again to respec ully honor all 
the men and women who presently serve in our armed forces. 

May they feel appreciated and may they be powerfully protect-
ed this day and every day. 

We pray these things in the mighty name of Jesus Christ. Amen 
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Acts  1 : 12 - 14  
 Psalms  27 : 1 , 4, 7 - 8   

1 Peter 4: 13 - 16 

Gospel from John   17 : 1 - 11A 

There is a touching scene in the film 
“Becket” where an obstreperous young 
religious brother that the Archbishop 
(played by Richard Burton) has brought 
on as an aide accidentally overhears his 
master praying.  The great man’s words 
bespeak of humility and courage, enough 

to change the brother’s attitude to one of reverence rather 
than rebellion.  It is a blessing of our Church that we get to 
“overhear” the authentic prayers of many of our great 
saints, with no script writer intervening.  Giants of the past 
like Augustine and Teresa of Avila mingle with people like 
favorites of mine Thomas More and John Henry New-
man.  This not to exclude John Paul II and Mother Teresa, 
all of whom lead up to Our Lady herself.  Her few record-
ed words in Scripture are unmatched.  

But what if we could “overhear” Jesus Himself?  What a 
gift! Of course, we are blest to have many of His prayers in 
the New Testament.  But in today’s gospel, we listen as He 
just pours out His heart on the eve of His Passion. His dis-
ciples must have stopped their eating and turned with rapt 
attention, even if they had no idea of what was about to 
happen to their Master. St. John’s gospel lets us listen in. 

Note the intense love of the Son for His Father.  We will 
later on learn from St. John that “God is love.”  But here 

Jesus shows it.  He begins by acknowledging that His 
“hour” has come. The awful “hour” that will forever mark 
our Fridays.  Then He asks for “glory.” Not for Himself to 
hoard, but so that He may glorify the Father.  He has ac-

complished His given task, which we know was all about 
redeeming us. 

 
In this time of quarantine and close family living, there are 
probably a lot of stories that emerge from children now 
gathered daily at mealtime. The following is a very realis-
tic and amusing one that also involves overhearing.  A little 
boy and his brother went to visit their grandmother.  As the 
little boy said his prayers, he was shouting at the top of his 
voice, “Please God, send me a bicycle, send me a cell 
phone,” and all that.  His brother said, “Not so loud. For cry-
ing out loud, God isn’t deaf.”  The little boy replied, “Yes I 
know, but grandma is.” 

Continuation…. 
Reading I:  Acts 1: 12-14 
The Blessed Mother joins the eleven Apostles and Je-
sus’ “brothers” as they return to Jerusalem to live a 
time of prayerful anticipation of the Holy Spirit’s arri-
val.  We can presume they lived a harmonious com-
munity life. 

Reading II:  I Peter 4: 13-16 
The author of the letter states that insults and worse 
forms of persecution for the sake of one’s belief in 
Jesus is part and parcel of the faith.  Such endurance 
guarantees a share in Christ’s glory after this life. 

The Gospel:  John 17: 1-11a 
Jesus lovingly prays for His disciples in the setting of 
the Last Supper.  He tells of a genuine unity with His 
Father that is shared with them.  Soon He will be 
coming back to His Father but not before sending the 
disciples into what He calls “the world.”  This means 
into a world of hatred and unbelief if not total disre-
gard for His teachings. 

 
Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson  
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Spin Central Laundromat
519 Avenel Street, Avenel, NJ 07001 (Next to Krauszers)      732-326-9696

Earn Free Washes!!Earn Free Washes!!

Plumbing & Heating
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

  Fax: (732) 738-1156       Member of the Parish
24 Hour EMERGENCY Service

Call Toll Free 1-866-81CRAIG 2 7 2 4 4

Craig Lehman Plumbing 
License Number 11122

FULLY INSURED
& BONDED

N.J. LIC. NO. 4183       “A Family Tradition of Dignifi ed Service Since 1832”        N.J. LIC. NO. 3786

PRE-ARRANGEMENT CENTER • CREMATION SERVICES
William G. Davis Jr., Manager • John W. Tluchowski, Director
371 West Milton Ave. • Rahway, NJ 07065 • P: 732.388.0038

F: 732.388.7998 • www.pettitdavisfuneralhome.com

Pettit-DavisPettit-Davis
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Est. 1832Est. 1832

Heating & Air Conditioning • Over 35 Years Experience

685 Saint George Ave., Woodbridge, NJ 07095 • www.AirtecServiceInc.com

We Service All Makes & Models
Furnaces • Air Conditioning • Indoor Air Quality • Boilers

Duct Fabricating • Maintenance Contracts
Commercial Leasing • Residential Financing Available 

732-634-4188
Daniel McKenzie

airtecnj@yahoo.com

Italian Restaurant

Christenings • Bridal Showers
Engagement Parties • Showers
Funeral Repast • Anniversaries

Birthdays and Much More.
732-726-3355 

Fax: 732-726-9335
453 Avenel St., Avenel, NJ 07001 • www.dominics-italian.com

What’s My Name?
The #WHATSMYNAME Movement asks everyone 
to simply ask drivers “What’s my name?” before 
entering their vehicle to make sure it is the car they 

are supposed to enter.

In Rememberance of Samantha Josephson

#WHATSMYNAME

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

Wedding Wedding 
Invitations & Invitations & 
Holiday CardsHoliday Cards
Log onto Log onto 
www.jppc.netwww.jppc.net
conveniently from conveniently from 
your home or offi ce.your home or offi ce.
Online CatalogOnline Catalog
Online OrderingOnline Ordering
Online ProofingOnline Proofing
All Major Credit All Major Credit 
Cards AcceptedCards Accepted

FREE UPS FREE UPS 
GROUND GROUND 
SHIPPINGSHIPPING!

As Shown GPS
*911 Direct Connect

Family  Ambulance 
Police Fire

GPS + Fall Alert* + APP Tracking
24/7•365 - USA Based Monitoring

No Contract
FREE SHIPPING

CALL NOW! 800-866-2180

Pol
GAS LOW ASAS LOW AS

$$19199595
A MonthA Month*

24 Hour Protection at 24 Hour Protection at HOMEHOME &  & AWAYAWAY!!
If  You LIVE ALONELIVE ALONE You Need MDMedMDMedAlert!Alert! TTM

Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low. 
Contact us today to get a free analysis 
to see if we can help Save you money
with your monthly payments on your 

commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail, 
Offi  ce Building, Apartment and Condos. 

Can close in as little as 45 days! Four season 
customer service is our top priority.

www.duqfunding.com
1650 Market Street - Suite 3600

Philadelphia, PA 19103

SHOP 
LOCAL

BUILD YOUR COMMUNITY!

Patronize the Adve  isers who 
make this bulletin possible!




