
   

 

 

Divine Mercy Parish 
Parroquia Divina Misericordia 

Formerly St. Mary’s and St. Mark’s Roman Catholic Churches 
Serving Jesus Christ since 1854 and 1871 
232 Central Avenue, Rahway NJ 07065  

h ps://www.divinemercyrahway.church 

 
Mass Schedule 

Weekday    12:00 pm Monday to  
  Friday 
    Martes  7:00 pm Misa en Español 
Saturday 9:00 am,  
 4:00 pm (Vigil Mass) 
Sunday 8:00 am, 9:30 am,  
 11:00 am,   
 12:30 pm Misa en Español  
Holydays    6:00 pm (Vigil Mass) 
 12:00 pm, 6:00 pm, 
 7:00 pm Misa en Español 

  
Rev. Alexander T. Cruz 

Pastor, extn 103 
Email:fr.alex@divinemercyrahway.church 

Rev. Jozef Krajnak, Ph.D. 
Resident Priest, extn 104 

Email:frjozef63@divinemercyrahway.church 
Joseph Keefe 
Arlene Mione 

Trustees 
 

 Solemnity of  The  Most Holy  
Body & Blood of Christ 

June 14, 2020  

 
Parish Membership 

Our parish embraces diversity. We may 
come from different origins but we are 

one in faith, love & devo on to the 
merciful Heart of Jesus.  Everyone is 

welcome to join our growing communi-
ty. Please come and visit our office to 

register. 
Parish Office/Rectory  

Hours: Monday to Friday  from  
9 am - 2 pm 

Email: office@divinemercyrahway.church 
Tel (732)388-0082, (732)388-0083 

CCD (732)382-0004 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 13 
( Vigil Mass ) 

 4:00 pm (V)   Ϯ  John and Anne Gerbino  
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 14 
The Solemnity of The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 
8:00 am               Ϯ   Edgar McCloskey 

 9:30 am           David J. De Guzman (Birthday) 
      11:00 am    Ϯ   Filipinas Godoy Villacorta  
 12:30 pm (SP)    Ϯ   Ellen Carandang 

 
MONDAY, JUNE 15 

      12:00 pm          People of the Parish 
 

TUESDAY, JUNE 16 
12:00 pm    Ϯ  Nate Vetrano 
7:00 pm (SP)    Ϯ  John Reitenmeyer 
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17 
12:00 pm           Tony and Lilian Bayle  
                             (Wedding Anniversary)  

 
THURSDAY, JUNE  18 

 12:00 pm     Ϯ   Margaret Horling 
  

FRIDAY, JUNE 19 
Feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

 12:00 pm     Ϯ  Raymond D’Uva 
                            

SATURDAY, JUNE 20 
Feast of the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed  

Virgin Mary 
 9:00 am     Ϯ  Joseph DeMarino 
 4:00 pm (V)       Anthony Bunk & Francisco Garay 
        (Special Inten on) 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 21 
The Twel h Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am                Ϯ  James McCarthy 
 9:30 am            Noelene and Fred Wolf  
    (Special Inten on) 
      11:00 am     Ϯ  William McCarthy 
 12:30 pm (SP)     Ϯ  Jaime Soliman 
 5:00 pm (F)     Ϯ  Albert Reitenmeyer 
 Legend:   (V) Vigil Mass ,  (SP) Spanish Mass, (F) Filipino Mass  

NOTE : Due to Covid-19 outbreak all mass inten ons will be 
said in the streamed masses at our Facebook page Divine  

Mercy Parish, Rahway NJ.  

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
PROGRAM  

CCD Early Bird Registra on  
is extended un l June 30, 2020. 

Say this prayer during communion of the online Mass 

Due to Covid-19 All Masses are Livestreamed Via Facebook . 
Our Facebook account is  

Divine Mercy Parish, Rahway NJ 
Schedule of Online Masses  

Monday - Friday  12 :00 pm 
Saturday   9:00  am 
Sunday        11:00  am - English & 
   12:30 pm - Espanol 

FOLLOWING THE DIRECTIVES OF THE 
 ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK 

PHASE 1 - RE-OPENING OF CHURCHES   
Started May 17, 2020  

 
1. The Church is open  for PRIVATE PRAYERS only. 

Divine Mercy Schedule 
Sunday   8:00 am to 10:00 am 
Weekdays  9:00 am to 11:00 am 

Saturday  10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
  

2. RECONCILIATION  
Divine Mercy Schedule of Confession  
Saturdays 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm  

(No appointment needed) 
   

3. CONFIRMATION &  1st COMMUNION previously sched-
uled and was postponed due to Covid-19 will be scheduled 
once the Diocese starts Phase 3 of the church re-opening.  

 
NOTE: 

Mask should be worn inside the church at all mes. So-
cial distancing should be strictly observed while inside 
the church. ( 6  apart from each other) 

 
STRICT OBSERVANCE OF THE CARDINAL’S DIRECTIVE IS  

WITHOUT EXCEPTION! 
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How can we be good neighbors to those who are outside our 
inner circle when we are required to prac ce social distancing 
and place our own needs first? How can we resist the tempta-

on to be selfish and indifferent to the needs of those we don’t 
see and can’t touch? We need help!    
 
The Gi  of the Holy Spirit  
On Pentecost, the Risen Lord breathed again on the communi-
ty of his disciples, “Receive the Holy Spirit…”  
This gi  of the Holy Spirit is crucial today, for the people of our 
country are living an apocalypse. The Bible refers to different 
apocalyp c events. These are not exclusively descrip ons or 
prophesies regarding the end of the world. The momentous or 
catastrophic happenings are foretold, not simply to scare the 
hearers or readers, but to warn them of serious trouble on the 
horizon. In the Word of God, an apocalyp c event o en reveals 
powerful people who are bent on the exact opposite of a faith-
ful, logical, loving response to the saving ini a ves of God, who 
creates and redeems.  
Preparing to celebrate this Pentecost, I became convinced that 
we must pay special inten on to the crucial words and gesture 
of the Risen Christ, who bestows the Holy Spirit. For we are 
living dreadful events that paralyze and terrify precisely be-
cause they deprive human beings of breath. Today the respon-
sorial psalm recalls the fate of living creatures who are de-
prived of breath: they perish.  
370,000 human beings across the world – more than 100,000 
in the United States – have perished in the pandemic. The last 
conscious thought of many, probably most, must have been I 
can’t breathe. We know that, as he was dying on a Minneapolis 
street under the knee of his murderer, George Floyd gasped I 
can’t breathe! The news of these deaths and the destruc on 
they have generated, literally takes our breath away. Fright-
ened people o en hold their breath. Panicked people must be 
told empha cally to breathe again.  
Covid-19, the murder of George Floyd, the needless deaths of 
so many people of color, the shameless exploita on of social 
division for personal gra fica on or poli cal gain – THESE ARE 
APOCALYPTIC EVENTS that are not meant simply to scare us – 
to take our breath away – but to warn us of serious trouble on 
the horizon as well as the true meaning the peril that is already 
among us. We desperately need to breathe, so that we can 
recognize that the efforts by people of great power to divide us 
are diametrically opposed to the plan God has for this world. 
Like he did on the evening of that first day of the week, the first 
moment of a new crea on, Jesus is here among his frightened 
disciples. He breathes on us the gi  of the Holy Spirit, who is 
our Advocate, the Spirit of truth, which the world cannot ac-
cept, because it neither sees nor knows it (Jn 14, 17). Today the 
faithful promise of the Risen One is again fulfilled, as he gi s 
his disciples with the Holy Spirit that the Father will send in my 
name — he will teach you everything and remind you of all that 
[I] told you (Jn 14, 26).  
The Holy Spirit will create true unity in diversity and bestow 
gi s given for the life of the world. May Mary, the Mother of 
Jesus, the Mother of God, the Mother of the Church who 
prayed with the 120 disciples on the first Pentecost, plead for 
us today, so that we can receive the Gi  and breathe. The Spir-
it will remind us that Jesus teaches us how to be a neighbor.  
 
Con nua on on next page…. 

 

Archdiocese of Newark 
 OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP  

 
Rejoice in the Lord 

 By Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R.  
Archbishop of Newark  

 
No one is a stranger.  
Love of God and Love of Neighbor are the two great command-
ments given to us by our Redeemer. Nothing is more important. 
Nothing should be allowed to get in the way of our wholeheart-
ed, uncondi onal observance of these Laws of Love.  
But the ques on we invariably ask (consciously or subcon-
sciously) is “Who is my neighbor?” Who are we required to love 
especially when we are in the midst of a pandemic that threat-
ens our health, our economic wellbeing and our peace of mind? 
Jesus was asked this ques on (cf. Lk 10:25-37) by a scholar who 
wanted to know what he had to do to inherit eternal life. Jesus 
had ini ally answered: Love God and love your neighbor. But 
the scholar obviously thought that some people were not a 
neighbor. Jesus answered with the Parable of the Good Samari-
tan. The punchline of the parable reverses the ques on of the 
scholar; it now becomes to whom is he called to be a neighbor? 
The answer: everyone who is in need. Everyone deserves re-
spect, kindness, jus ce, compassion and the basic necessi es of 
life.  
In a recent issue of this newsle er, I quoted Pope Francis’s 
statement that “selfish indifference” can be a worse virus than 
COVID 19. Selfish indifference is exactly what the priest and the 
Levite in Jesus’ parable were guilty of. They had their own prob-
lems, their own concerns and preoccupa ons. Whatever their 
reasons, they “passed by on the opposite side of the road” and 
offered no help at all. It was the foreigner, one detested by 
Jews in Jesus’ day, who assisted the man who was beaten, 
stripped, robbed and le  for dead as he traveled from Jerusa-
lem to Jericho.  
 
As St. Luke tells us so movingly:  
But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved with 
compassion at the sight. He approached the vic m, poured oil 
and wine over his wounds and bandaged them. Then he li ed 

him up on his own animal, took him to an inn and cared for him. 
The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the 
innkeeper with the instruc on, ‘Take care of him. If you spend 
more than what I have given you, I shall repay you on my way 

back’ (Lk 10:33-35).  
 

This Samaritan acts as the man’s neighbor because he looks 
beyond the differences between them and sees their essen al 
unity as human beings. And not only does he recognize their 
common humanity, he acts with kindness, compassion and gen-
erosity to ensure that his neighbor is restored to full health and 
dignity. 
During this pandemic, which understandably causes us to focus 
on the needs of our own kind — especially our families, the 
elderly and those who are most vulnerable—it’s important that 
we remember the lessons taught by Jesus in the Parable of the 
Good Samaritan. If we focus exclusively on our own needs, ex-
cluding those who are outside our inner circles, we succumb to 
the virus of selfish indifference, and we fail to observe the Great 
Commandment of Love.  
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Con nua on …..                                                  June 3, 2020  
 

Statement of Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R. on the death of 
George Floyd and the na onal protests  
The people of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Newark join 
with Catholic dioceses across the United States as well as all 
people of good will in condemning the senseless and brutal 
murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis on May 25. We extend 
our deep sorrow to his family and friends, who face soul-
sapping grief because of his terrible death.  
We offer hear elt prayer for the people of Minneapolis and St. 
Paul, expressing special solidarity with our beloved brother, 
Archbishop Bernard Hebda and the people he serves. The mur-
der of George Floyd, which is simply the latest instance of a per-
son of color dying at the hands of those sworn to protect the 
community, has provoked jus fied anger and peaceful protest 
across the United States. Rage, as well as shameful exploita on 
of this tragedy, have spawned inexcusable violence in ci es 
throughout this na on. As we witness the asphyxia on of our 
country, many of us cry in anguish: why? 
 How we answer the ques on is crucial because we will then 
know what to pray for and how we must act. No one comes to 
Jesus with the lame request of wan ng to feel be er. They 
name the evil and ask for relief. We need to turn to the Lord of 
the Universe, for the malice we name cannot be eradicated by 
our unaided efforts.  
The necessity of naming the evil of racism humiliates us, since so 
many events in our life me, let alone the history of our na on, 
have compelled us to shamefully recognize the na onal sin that 
obliges African Americans to endure unique and relentless hu-
milia on, indignity, and unequal opportunity. Our tolerance of 
racism as well as collec ve deafness to the cry of those so griev-
ously offended and the conscious and unconscionable promo-

on of divisions in this na on has encouraged the heinous evil 
of racism to propagate.  
Certainly, tolerance of tribalis c fac ons in the United States, 
especially in our poli cal forum, promotes a savage law of the 
jungle and an immoral ethos of “might makes right”. Violent 
rhetoric, selfishness and even the crude appropria on of reli-
gious symbols conspire to produce a malevolent miasma in 
which the sin of racism may flourish unchecked. Our society will 
make no progress in addressing the evil of racism without the 
will to leave behind the purveyors of polariza on.  
The Archdiocese of Newark must renew our commitment to 
making the dream of peace built on jus ce and racial equality a 
reality for all our sisters and brothers, here in northern New 
Jersey as well as throughout the United States. Since this is our 
goal, we embrace gratefully the prophe c words of the Rever-
end Mar n Luther King, Jr., “Darkness cannot drive out dark-
ness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only 
love can do that.”  
In great sorrow, but also with profound hope, we turn to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, and ask for her pro-
tec on and care during these troubled mes. This young woman 
sang of One whose mercy is from age to age to those who fear 
him...who has shown might with his arm, dispersed the arrogant 
of mind and heart...who has thrown down the rulers from their 
thrones, but li ed up the lowly (Luke 1, 50-52). May she inspire 
us with courage to do the work of jus ce and to eliminate— 
once and for all—all hatred, bigotry and violence from our 
hearts, our homes and our communi es.  

A Message from Pope Francis: Words of Challenge and Hope  
My friends, we cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism and 
exclusion in any form and yet claim to defend the sacredness of 
every human life. At the same me, it has to be recognized that 
the violence of recent nights is self-destruc ve and self-
defea ng. Nothing is gained by violence and so much is lost. 
I pray for the repose of the soul of George Floyd and of all those 
others who have lost their lives as a result of the sin of racism. 
May there be na onal reconcilia on and peace.  
Today I wish to emphasize that the problem of intolerance must 
be confronted in all its forms: wherever any minority is perse-
cuted and marginalized because of its religious convic ons or 
ethnic iden ty, the well-being of society as a whole is endan-
gered and each one of us must feel affected. With par cular 
sadness I think of the sufferings, the marginaliza on and the 
very real persecu ons which not a few Chris ans are undergo-
ing in various countries. Let us combine our efforts in pro-
mo ng a culture of encounter, respect, understanding, and 
mutual forgiveness.  
Scapegoats are not only sought to pay, with their freedom and 
with their life, for all social ills such as was typical in primi ve 
socie es, but over and beyond this, there is at mes a tendency 
to deliberately fabricate enemies: stereotyped figures who rep-
resent all the characteris cs that society perceives or interprets 
as threatening. The mechanisms that form these images are the 
same that allowed the spread of racist ideas in their me.  
Let nobody turn their back on society and feel excluded! No to 
segrega on! No to racism!  
 
My Prayer for You  
Loving Father, during this me of worldwide crisis, and cata-
strophic happenings here at home, how can we walk with our 
brothers and sisters who are suffering? How can we share their 
journeys? Lord, show us how to follow in your footsteps as you 
walk with those who truly are our neighbors because they cry 
out to us to be welcomed, protected, healed and fully integrated 
into our communi es. Amen  

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R. 
Archbishop of Newark   
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Deuteronomy  8 : 2 - 3, 14B - 16A 
Psalms 147 : 12 - 13, 14 - 15, 19 - 20 

1 Corinthians 10 : 16 - 17 
Gospel from John 6 :  51 - 58 

 
 
 

Everyone can s ll send offerings for our Parish by signing up 
@ Parish Giving online. Thank you and be safe everyone.  

God bless. 

WHY YOU NEED SPIRITUAL FOOD 
(An ar cle on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body  

and Blood of Christ) 
Every third summer, the Catholic lec onary provides a series of 

readings for Sunday Mass from the sixth chapter of the Gospel of 
John. This is the magnificently cra ed chapter in which the evan-

gelist’s Eucharis c theology is most fully presented. It is a curiosity 
of John’s Gospel that the Last Supper scene includes no 

“ins tu on narra ve,” which is to say, the account of what Jesus 
did with the bread and cup the night before he died. But as many 
scholars have indicated, the Eucharist is a theme that runs right 

through the en rety of the Gospel and which finds richest expres-
sion in the famous chapter six.   

I won’t focus in this essay on the great issue of the real presence—
“My flesh is real food and my blood real drink”—but rather on the 
more general ma er of spiritual nourishment. A few months ago, I 

spent a week in the hospital recovering from surgery, and for 
about three days, I was not permi ed to eat any solid food. What 
amazed me was how rapidly my body shrank. The muscles of my 
arms and legs began quickly—and rather alarmingly—to atrophy, 
and it proved difficult even to cross the room and sit up in a chair. 
Almost twenty years ago, I undertook, with a good friend of mine, 
a bicycle trip from Paris to Rome, covering about seventy miles a 

day. We really pushed ourselves to the limit. One day, somewhere 
in the south of France, a er about five hours of pedaling, I hit the 
wall. Though I had heard of this phenomenon, I had never experi-
enced it before. When you hit the wall, you don’t gradually slow 

down or calmly realize that you have to take a rest; you just stop, 
your body simply unable to go on.  

May I suggest that these examples are very exact analogies to spir-
itual health and spiritual nourishment? Without food, the body 

quickly collapses; without spiritual food, the soul atrophies. It real-
ly is as simple as that. Though materialists of all stripes want to 
deny it, there is a dimension of the human person that goes be-
yond the merely physical, a dynamism that connects him or her 

with God. Classically, this link to the eternal is called the soul. (We 
oughtn’t to construe this, by the way, in the Cartesian manner, as 
though the soul is imprisoned by the body. Rather, we ought to 
follow Thomas Aquinas who said, “the soul is in the body, not as 

contained by it, but containing it.”) 
What the soul requires for nourishment is the divine life or what 

the spiritual masters call “grace.” It is of this sustenance that Jesus 
speaks in John 6: “Do not work for food that perishes but for the 

food that endures for eternal life.” Most people are at least incho-
ately aware of the soul and its hunger, but they feed it with insuffi-

cient food: wealth, pleasure, power, and honor. All of these are 
good in themselves, but none of them is designed to sa sfy the 

longing of the soul. And this is precisely why some of the wealthi-
est, most famous, and accomplished people in our society are dy-

ing of spiritual starva on.   

So where and how do we find the divine life? First, I would 
suggest, through prayer. The soul wants to pray every day, to 
speak to God and to listen to him. So we should spend me 
before the Blessed Sacrament, pray the rosary, do the Sta-
ons of the Cross, read the Bible in a medita ve spirit, con-
fess our sins, and above all, go to Mass. A second way in 

which we encounter grace is through serious spiritual read-
ing. One of the principal marks of an engaged Catholic is the 
faithful reading of spiritual and theological books. Most of us 
fill our minds with junk; but the mind, the soul, wants to be 
filled with the lo y things of God. Why have so many Catho-
lic bookstores faded away? Because Catholics have stopped 

taking spiritual reading seriously. A third way to feed the soul 
is to prac ce the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. If 
you are spiritually hungry, feed the physically hungry, give 
drink to the thirsty, counsel the doub ul, visit the sick and 

imprisoned, pray for the living and the dead. You’ll find that 
the more you empty yourself in love, the more sa sfied your 

soul will feel.  
Finally, and most importantly, you can receive the Eucharist 
regularly. In his discourse on the Eucharist in John 6, Jesus 

says, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never 
hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst.” The 

divine life is found, par excellence, in the transfigured bread 
and wine of the Eucharist. Aquinas said that the other sacra-
ments contain the virtus Chris  (the power of Christ) but that 

the Eucharist contains ipse Christus (Christ himself). What 
the soul is hungry for, finally, is the person of Jesus, the body 
and blood of Christ. Without feeding regularly on that food, 

the soul will atrophy. 
Why are so many Catholics feeling lost today? Well, 75% of 
them stay away from the Mass and the Eucharist on a regu-
lar basis. This is not rocket science: if you want to be healthy 

spiritually, you’ve got to eat! 
 

Ar cle by Bishop Robert Barron @  
h ps://www.wordonfire.org/resources/ar cle/why-you-

need-spiritual-food/4853/  
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What’s My Name?
The #WHATSMYNAME Movement asks everyone 
to simply ask drivers “What’s my name?” before 
entering their vehicle to make sure it is the car they 

are supposed to enter.

In Rememberance of Samantha Josephson

#WHATSMYNAME

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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Wedding InvitationsWedding Invitations Holiday CardsHoliday Cards

Log ontoLog onto www.JPPC.netwww.JPPC.net conveniently from your home or office.conveniently from your home or office.

ONLINE CATALOG - ONLINE ORDERING - ONLINE PROOFINGONLINE CATALOG - ONLINE ORDERING - ONLINE PROOFING

All Major Credit Cards Accepted                   All Major Credit Cards Accepted                   FREE UPS GROUND SHIPPINGFREE UPS GROUND SHIPPING!

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrrals, relationships, 
affordable, repetitous, versatile, lasting. 

 This describes the power of... 

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business 
- THAT’S A WIN WIN!

Call  1.800.333.3166 TODAY!




