
   

 

Divine Mercy Parish 
Parroquia Divina Misericordia 

Formerly St. Mary’s and St. Mark’s Roman Catholic Churches 
Serving Jesus Christ since 1854 and 1871 
232 Central Avenue, Rahway NJ 07065  

h ps://www.divinemercyrahway.church 

New Mass Schedule 
Weekday    12:00 pm Monday to  
  Friday 
    Martes  7:00 pm Misa en Español 
Saturday 9:00 am,  
 4:00 pm (Vigil Mass) 
Sunday 8:00 am, 9:30 am,  
 11:00 am,   
 12:30 pm Misa en Español  
Holydays    6:00 pm (Vigil Mass) 
 12:00 pm, 6:00 pm, 
 7:00 pm Misa en Español 

Parish Membership 
 Our members may come from differ-
ent origins but we are one in faith, in 
our love and devo on to the merciful 
Heart of Jesus.  Everyone is welcome 

to join our growing community. 
Please email  or visit our office to  

register. 
 

Parish Office/Rectory  
Hours: Mon to Fri, 9 am - 3 pm  

Email: 
office@divinemercyrahway.church 
Tel (732)388-0082, (732)388-0083 

CCD (732)382-0004 
Fax (732) 382-4784 

  
Very Rev. Alexander T. Cruz 

Pastor, extn 103 
Email:fr.alex@divinemercyrahway.church 

Rev. Jozef Krajnak, Ph.D. 
Resident Priest, extn 104 

Email:frjozef63@divinemercyrahway.church 
Joseph Keefe  
Arlene Mione  

(Trustees) 
 

  Third Sunday of Advent  
December  13, 2020  

 

The Perfect Prayer in time of 
Covid19 

 
Eternal God, in whom mercy is 
endless and the treasury of com-

passion inexhaustible, look kindly 
upon us, and increase Your mercy 
in us, that in difficult moments, 
we might not despair nor become 
despondent, but with great confi-
dence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and  
Mercy itself.  

Amen. 

 Jesus, I Trust in You 

“Rejoice always, pray constantly, 
give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.” 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:16 - 18 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12( Vigil Mass ) 
 4:00 pm (V)  Ϯ  Leo & Stela Psikus 
    

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 
Third Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am            Ϯ   Lucyann & Sonia Gerbino 
 9:30 am       Ϯ  Evelyn & Fred Wolff  
      11:00 am (FBL)   Ϯ  Frances Argen ere 
 12:30 pm (SP, FBL)   Ϯ  Amalia Pimentel 
   

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14 
Feast of Saint John of the Cross 

      12:00 pm      People of the Parish 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15  
12:00 pm   Ϯ  Frances Argen ere   
6:00 pm (FSB)   Ϯ  Gorgonio Yorobe 
7:00 pm (SP) Ϯ  Generoso Rinon 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16 
12:00 pm      Joseph DeMarco Sr (Birthday) 
7:00 pm (FSB) Ϯ  Purifica on Resnick 

 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 

 12:00 pm         Ϯ  Baltazara P. Caparas 
7:00 pm (FSB) Ϯ  Purifica on Resnick 

 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER  18 

 12:00 pm   Ϯ  Margaret Horling 
6:00 pm (FSB) Ϯ  Purifica on Resnick 

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER  19 

 9:00 am  Ϯ  Mario Cruzada 
 4:00 pm (V) Ϯ   Gary J. Trippiedi 

7:00 pm (FSB) Joanna T. Bayle (Birthday) 
       

SUNDAY, DECEMBER  20 
8:00 am     Ϯ  Nancy E. Greco 

 9:30 am   Ϯ   Antonio Rodrigues 
 11:00 am (FBL)   Ϯ   Joseph R. Buffa 
 12:30 pm (SP, FBL)  Rafael Perez & Martha Perez 
              ( Wedding Anniversary )   
 5:00 pm (FSB)     Malou Hernandez & Irenea Santos 
              ( Birthday )  
   

Legend:   (V) Vigil Mass ,  (SP) Spanish Mass, (F) Filipino Mass 
 (FSB) Filipino Simbang Gabi,  

(FBL) Facebook Livestreamed Mass @ the parish 
Facebook page Divine Mercy Parish, Rahway NJ 

 
MASS INTENTIONS ONLINE 

Mass offerings and available dates for mass inten ons are 
now visible at h ps://divinemercyrahway.church/mass-
inten ons . Credit cards and bank transfers are accepted 

mode of payments for offering.  

Wedding 
Congratula ons and best wishes to Tomas Felipe 
Ordonez Cuenca & Australia Grullon.  May Christ 
bless your marriage with a love that last forever. 

 THIS WEEK AT DIVINE MERCY 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 13 

 12:00 PM  Food Pantry (Annex Building) 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 
 6:00 PM Start of Simbang Gabi (Church) 
 7:00 PM Guadalupano (Church) 
 7:00 PM  RCIA English Class (104) 

 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 

 5:00 PM Memorial Mass Pedro Barban 
 6:00 PM  BLD (Aud) 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 
 10:00 AM Funeral Teresa Rodriguez 
 1:00 PM Bap sm ( H. Vasquez, M Palomino, A Suarez, 
   B. Rayo Celis) 
 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 20 
 12:00 PM  Food Pantry (Annex Building) 
 5:00 PM Sto. Nino Novena (Church) 
  
Check Events & News @  h ps://divinemercyrahway.church 

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK  
DIRECTIVES   

 
 As of June 21, 2020 , The Church is open for Masses. Only 50%  

capacity of the Church or 70 people are allowed inside the 
Church. 

STRICT OBSERVANCE OF THE CARDINAL’S DIRECTIVE  
BELOW FOR REOPENING IS WITHOUT EXCEPTION 

 
1. Dispensa on from the obliga on to a end Mass on Sun-

days and Holy Days will remain in effect.   
2. Social distancing should be strictly observed while inside 

the church (6  apart from each other). 
3. NO MASK NO ENTRY. Mask should be worn inside the 

church at all mes 
4. Parishioners should take their temperature before coming 

to Mass. Anyone showing symptoms of sickness must stay 
home.  

5. Parishioners are asked not to congregate a er all Masses 
and should leave the church immediately unless they plan 
to spend me in quiet prayer/worship. 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
Dearest Parishioners, 
    
 My report regarding the Roof (Church & Rectory), Ceil-
ing & Wall Repairs. Ini ally this project is only to repair the 
leaking por on of our church and rectory roof and replace the 
ro ng por on of the church walls and ceiling due to leaks. I 
was very confident when I first talked to the roofer that the 
church fund will suffice. However as the repair went on more 
problems with the church roof were discovered. The roof of the 
church has reached its life of 35 years and repair will not solve 
the leaks.  A replacement of the en re half of the roof was 
highly recommended by the roofer. The original es mate for 
repair was 15,750 but when the second proposal came, an ad-
di onal $11,900 is needed to cover the replacement of the 
roof. This leaves me with no alterna ve but to appeal to your 
generosity once again and ask for your financial assistance and 
prayers in helping us meet this goal. I understand that these 
are difficult mes but we need to take care of the Lord’s house 
for us and for future genera ons. The total cost of this project 
is $27,650. As of December 8, 2020 the total dona on for this 
project is $29,050. 

DONORS 
Arlene Mione  -  $500  Robert Sivitsky  -  $500 
Brenda Bonvillain - $200  Peter Romeo - $500 
Jose & Angela Osorio - $300 Janice Fech - $250 
Frank & Joan DePaolo - $100 Maria Wilms - $500 
Genevieve Norante - $500  Mary Riccardi - $100 
Familia Barbar y Charro  - $100 Anonymous 1 - $250 
Joe & Kathy Keefe - $100  Justo Cruel - $150 
Margareth Glemaud - $100 Robert & Debra - $400 
Soledad Varela - $500  Anonymous 2 - $100 
Filipino Choir - $200  Emily Cruel - $200 
Alan & Patricia Dolansky - $500 Dorothy Yuhas - $200 
Anonymous 3 - $20,000  Anonymous 4 - $1000 
Robert & Mickey Andreko - $500 Janis Lisa - $700 
 
 Thank you very much for your con nued support and 
generosity. May God bless you all.  

Yours in Christ, 
Very Rev. Alexander T. Cruz 

Please remember to include our parish in your prayers.  
Everyone can s ll send weekly offerings for our Parish by  

signing up at Parish Giving online. It is fast, secure and easy. 
Thank you and be safe everyone.  God bless. 

For the Recently Deceased of the Parish 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  let’s pray for 
the soul of Arturo Ballardo. Eternal rest grant unto 
him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 
him. May he rest in peace Amen. 

Prayers of the Faithful (December 13)  
“ That we realize suffering is a gi  and helps us build empathy 

for others and build our dependence on God.” 

Divine Mercy Parish (FUNDRAISING RAFFLE)  
1st Prize:  65" Flat Screen TV                    $513.00  
2nd Prize:  GE Refrigerator Haler 4.5 cu         $211.00  
3rd Prize:  Barbeque Grill                        $195.00  
4th Prize:  Vacuum Bissell Power Force Bagless    $59.00  
5th Prize:  Oscilla ng Tower 3-Speed Fan         $25.00  
Drawing:  Dec. 26, 2020 | 5:00 PM | Church   

Winners need not be present. 
No subs tu on of the offered prize will be made, and no 
cash will be given in lieu of the prize. 
Tickets:  $5.00 each    
All proceeds will go directly to DM building repair. Look for 
Marion (Mickey) Andreko @ the 8 am mass on Sundays 
and in all weekday masses if interested. Her email is  
mandreko1@comcast.net.  
Checks should be made out to DIVINE MERCY PARISH  

HOSPITAL VISITS 
For the spiritual needs of your sick family members,  
please call our hospital Chaplain, Fr. Jozef Krajnak  Ph.D. at 
732-877-6835. 
COVID-19 REMINDER 
We are calling the a en on of everyone to please do not 
congregate inside the church a er mass for your safety. 
COVID19 cases in our parish is rising. Please follow safety 
instruc ons inside the church. 
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE 

 Our parish will have a Giving Tree for Christmas. It will 
have cards as décor and each card will have informa on of 
a child such as age, gender, size & request. Feel free to 
take a card and sponsor a gi  for a child. Place your gi s 
under the tree un l December 22. Let’s make at least one 
child happy this Christmas. Please contact Josephine 732-
2591882 or Diana 732-5350278 for any ques ons. 
SIMBANG GABI 2020 

 Our parish will have Simbang Gabi or 9 Novena Masses 
before Christmas day. It’s a Filipino tradi on in prepara on 
for Christmas Day. The schedule will be posted at our 
webpage h ps://divinemercyrahway.church/
announcements and here on the bulle n. The Novena 
Mass will start on December 15, 2020 @ 6:00 pm.  
HELP OUR ELDERLY RELIGIOUS 
Make a difference. “Every dollar makes a difference in 
covering our expenses,” says a Trappist abbot. Hundreds 
of US religious communi es struggle to provide for aging 
members because most senior Catholic sisters, brothers, 
and religious order priests served for li le pay. Your gi  to 
the Re rement Fund for religious helps these communi es 
bridge the gap, offering support, and other necessi es. 
Please be generous. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
 

The TTabernacle Lamp is being offered for  
 Ϯ Albert F. Reitenmeyer. 
The AAltar Bread is being offered for  
Ϯ John R. Reitenmeyer. 
The AAltar Wine is being offered for                    
Ϯ Margaret Reitenmeyer 
The AAltar Candles are being offered for             
Ϯ Albert F.  Reitenmeyer . 

Sacramental Schedule 
Confession  Weekdays a er the 12 pm mass 

 Saturdays 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm  
 or call the priest for an appointment 

Bap sm       Call the parish office to make an appointment 
with a priest 

Marriage       Couples planning marriage must no fy the Par-
ish rectory a year in advance for date and requirement.  
Call the parish office to make an appointment with a 
priest.  

Anoin ng of the Sick  Contact a priest at any me. Hospital 
visits are s ll limited due to Covid-19. 

Holy Communion   For anyone who are homebound  and  
would like to receive Holy Communion  please contact 
the parish office or rectory.  

Devotions 
Eucharis c Adora on  
 11 am    Every 1st Friday of the month,  
Mary Mother of God  
 9 am   Every 1st Saturday of the month  
Divine Mercy Chaplet   
 3 pm   Every 4TH Saturday of the month  
Our Lady of Miraculous Medal  
 Novena on Mondays a er the 12:00 pm Mass 
St. Jude    
 Novena on Thursdays a er the 12:00 pm Mass 

CDC and Archdiocesan Guidelines in 
Celebra ng Mass during Pandemic 

1. Everyone MUST WEAR MASK all the me while inside 
the church. 

2. The front of every available seat  is marked with a 
WHITE TAPE. Seats without the white tape should be 
le  vacant. 

3. To follow and maintain social distancing 70 to 80 peo-
ple only will be allowed inside the church.  

4. Keep social distancing at all mes (6 feet apart from 
each other) Couples and families living in one roof 
may seat next to each other 

5. NO SHAKING OF HANDS and NO KISSING during the 
giving of the sign of peace. NOD and WAVING of 
HANDS are the acceptable means of giving the sign of 
peace. 

6. Use the middle aisle to receive Holy Communion. 
Stay on the floor markings to keep social distancing. 
Use the le  or right aisle to return to the pew. 

7. Communion by hand is highly recommended and en-
couraged at this me. 

8. Anyone who feels the need to step out of the church 
during mass for a moment to breath may do so and 
may return to the seat a erwards. 

9. The Chapel at the le  side of the church will be used 
as extension of the church during mass and will be 
open for people with special condi on and those in 
need of space and flexibility. The chapel has a maxi-
mum capacity of 6 people at this me. Communion 
will be served to all parishioners by a Eucharis c min-
ister. 

10. Please maintain social distancing when leaving the 
church. 

11. Congrega ng a er the mass inside the church is not 
allowed. 

12. Please follow all the guidelines religiously. 
Thank you very much for your coopera on  

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 2020 

          Confessions 
Monday to Friday @ 12:30 pm 
Saturdays @ 3:00 pm 

            Masses 
December 24 
 Vigil Mass - 4:00 pm  Misa de Vigilia - 7:00 pm (Spanish)  Birth of Jesus -  10:00 pm 
December 25  ( Christmas Day )   
 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am, 12:30 pm (Spanish) 
December 31 ( New Year’s Eve ) 
 6:00 pm 
January 1 ( New Year’s Day )  
 12:00 pm, 6:00 pm, 7:00 pm (Spanish) 

Advent Prayer 
Lord Jesus, 

Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy 
Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. 

We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear 
your voice each day, 

We who are anxious over many things look forward to your 
coming among us. 

We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete 
joy of your kingdom. 

We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence. 
We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. 

To you we say, "Come Lord Jesus!' 
Amen. 

- Henri J.M. Nouwen 
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First Reading : Isaiah 61 : 1 - 2A, 10 - 11 
Responsorial Psalm :  Luke 1 : 46 - 48, 49 - 50, 53 - 54  

Second Reading : 1 Thessalonians 5 : 16 - 24  
Gospel :  John  1 : 6 - 8, 19 - 28 

SUNDAY REFLECTION 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2a,10-11 
The Lord’s salvation will be made known to the poor and the 
oppressed. 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Paul encourages the Thessalonians to rejoice and pray al-
ways. 
Gospel Reading: John 1:6-8,19-28 
John gives testimony that he is preaching and baptizing in 
order to prepare for the coming of another. 
 
Re lection 
 
Meditation: Do you know the favor of the Lord? Every 50 
years the people of Israel were commanded to celebrate a 
Year of Jubilee - a year of favor by the Lord (Leviticus 25:10-
12). God did not want his people to forget all the blessings 
and favors he had shown them over the years. Isaiah prophe-
sied in a year of Jubilee that God would send his anointed one 
to bring his people back from their time of exile (Isaiah 61). 
The anointed one would bring good news (the same word as 
"gospel") - news of freedom for those who were oppressed by 
sin, darkness, despair, and brokenness (Isaiah 61:1-2).   
John humbly recognized that his calling came from God 
and not from man 
When John the Baptist announced the imminent coming of 
God's Anointed One, the Messiah, the religious leaders ques-
tioned his authority to speak so boldly in God's name. They 
asked him bluntly, "Who are you?" and "What do you say 
about yourself?" They wanted to know if he was really sent by 
God. Did he claim to be the Messiah or one of the great proph-
ets who was expected to return and announce the Messiah's 
arrival (see Malachi 4:5, Deuteronomy 18:15)? John had no 
doubt and no mistaken identity about his call and mission. In 
all humility and sincerity he said he was only a voice bidding 
people to get ready for the arrival of the greatest Ruler of all, 
God's anointed King and Messiah.  
John's identity and our identity is derived from God's Son - 
Jesus Christ 
John the Baptist bridges the Old and New Testaments. He is 
the last of the Old Testament prophets who points the way to  

the Messiah.  He is the irst of the New Testament witnesses 
and martyrs. He is the herald who prepares the way for Je-
sus and who announces his mission to the people: Behold 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world! (John 
1:29). John saw from a distance what the Messiah would 
come to accomplish - our redemption from slavery to sin 
and our adoption as sons and daughters of God, our heaven-
ly Father. Do you recognize who you are in Christ? The Lord 
Jesus has come to restore us to friendship with God and he 
has made us citizens of heaven - his everlasting kingdom of 
peace and justice.   
Do you point others to Jesus Christ - the one true Lord 
and Savior of the world? 
John was the greatest of the prophets, yet he lived as a hum-
ble and faithful servant of God. He pointed others to Jesus, 
the true Messiah and Savior of the world. The Christian 
church from the earliest of times has given John many titles 
which signify his mission: Witness of the Lord, Trumpet of 
Heaven, Herald of Christ, Voice of the Word, Precursor of 
Truth, Friend of the Bridegroom, Crown of the Prophets, Fore-
runner of the Redeemer, Preparer of Salvation, Light of the 
Martyrs, and Servant of the Word. Do you point others to 
Jesus Christ by the example and witness of your life?   
Lord Jesus, make me a herald of your word of truth and grace. 
Help me to be a faithful witness of the joy of the Gospel and to 

point others to you as John did through his testimony.   
Re lection excerpted from  

https://www.dailyscripture.net/daily-meditation 
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Spin Central Laundromat
519 Avenel Street, Avenel, NJ 07001 (Next to Krauszers)      732-326-9696

Earn Free Washes!!Earn Free Washes!!

Plumbing & Heating
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

  Fax: (732) 738-1156       Member of the Parish
24 Hour EMERGENCY Service

Call Toll Free 1-866-81CRAIG 2 7 2 4 4

Craig Lehman Plumbing 
License Number 11122

FULLY INSURED
& BONDED

N.J. LIC. NO. 4183       “A Family Tradition of Dignifi ed Service Since 1832”        N.J. LIC. NO. 3786

PRE-ARRANGEMENT CENTER • CREMATION SERVICES
William G. Davis Jr., Manager • John W. Tluchowski, Director
371 West Milton Ave. • Rahway, NJ 07065 • P: 732.388.0038

F: 732.388.7998 • www.pettitdavisfuneralhome.com

Pettit-DavisPettit-Davis
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Est. 1832Est. 1832

Heating & Air Conditioning • Over 35 Years Experience

685 Saint George Ave., Woodbridge, NJ 07095 • www.AirtecServiceInc.com

We Service All Makes & Models
Furnaces • Air Conditioning • Indoor Air Quality • Boilers

Duct Fabricating • Maintenance Contracts
Commercial Leasing • Residential Financing Available 

732-634-4188
Daniel McKenzie

airtecnj@yahoo.com

Italian Restaurant

Christenings • Bridal Showers
Engagement Parties • Showers
Funeral Repast • Anniversaries

Birthdays and Much More.
732-726-3355 

Fax: 732-726-9335
453 Avenel St., Avenel, NJ 07001 • www.dominics-italian.com

What’s My Name?
The #WHATSMYNAME Movement asks everyone 
to simply ask drivers “What’s my name?” before 
entering their vehicle to make sure it is the car they 

are supposed to enter.

In Rememberance of Samantha Josephson

#WHATSMYNAME

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, 
affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting. 

 This describes the power of... 

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business 
- THAT’S A WIN WIN!

Call  1.800.333.3166 TODAY!




