
   

 

Divine Mercy Parish 
Parroquia Divina Misericordia 

Formerly St. Mary’s and St. Mark’s Roman Catholic Churches 
Serving Jesus Christ since 1854 and 1871 
232 Central Avenue, Rahway NJ 07065  

h ps://www.divinemercyrahway.church 

New Mass Schedule 
Weekday    12:00 pm Monday to  
  Friday 
    Martes  7:00 pm Misa en Español 
Saturday 9:00 am,  
 4:00 pm (Vigil Mass) 
Sunday 8:00 am, 9:30 am,  
 11:00 am,   
 12:30 pm Misa en Español  
Holydays    6:00 pm (Vigil Mass) 
 12:00 pm, 6:00 pm, 
 7:00 pm Misa en Español 

Parish Membership 
 Our members may come from differ-
ent origins but we are one in faith, in 
our love and devo on to the merciful 
Heart of Jesus.  Everyone is welcome 

to join our growing community. 
Please email  or visit our office to  

register. 
 

Parish Office/Rectory  
Hours: Mon to Fri, 9 am - 3 pm  

Email: 
office@divinemercyrahway.church 
Tel (732)388-0082, (732)388-0083 

CCD (732)382-0004 
Fax (732) 382-4784 

  
Very Rev. Alexander T. Cruz, VF 

Pastor, extn 103 
Email:fr.alex@divinemercyrahway.church 

Rev. Jozef Krajnak, Ph.D. 
Resident Priest, extn 104 

Email:frjozef63@divinemercyrahway.church 
Joseph Keefe (Trustee)  

Arlene Mione (Trustees) 
 

  Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 21, 2021  

 

The Perfect Prayer in time of 
Covid19 

 
Eternal God, in whom mercy is 
endless and the treasury of com-

passion inexhaustible, look kindly 
upon us, and increase Your mercy 
in us, that in difficult moments, 
we might not despair nor become 
despondent, but with great confi-
dence, submit ourselves to Your 

holy will, which is Love and  
Mercy itself.  

Amen. 

 Jesus, I Trust in You 

“WWhoever serves me must fol-
low me, says the Lord; 
and where I am, there also will 
my servant be.” 

Jn 12:26  
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SATURDAY, MARCH 20 
 4:00 pm (V) Sotomayor Family (Special Inten on)   
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 21 
Fi h Sunday of Lent 

 8:00 am            Ϯ  Nicholis Alfano 
 9:30 am       Ϯ   Jose Luis Nogales 
      11:00 am (FBL)   Ϯ   Ki y McGuire 
 12:30 pm (SP, FBL)   Ϯ Carlos Fernandez 
 5:00 pm (F)  Ϯ   Albino Santos 
  

MONDAY, MARCH 22 
      12:00 pm          People of the Parish 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 23 
12:00 pm     Genavae L. Hanselmann (Special Inten on)  
7:00 pm (SP)   Ϯ Albert Reitemeyer  
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24  
12:00 pm  Rodas Family (Special Inten on) 

 
THURSDAY, MARCH 25 

 12:00 pm        James Samuel Sotomayor (Special Inten on) 
 7:00 pm (SP)  Ϯ  Margaret Reitemeyer 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 26 
 12:00 pm  Hope Fagao (Birthday) 
  

SATURDAY, MARCH 27 
 9:00 am  Ϯ  Basil Pereira 

4:00 pm (V)   Ϯ  Sue C. Zazzarino 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 28 
 8:00 am     Ϯ  Al Knox  
 9:30 am   Ϯ  Ki y McGuire 
 11:00 am (FBL)   Ϯ  Chris ne Yuhas   
 12:30 pm (SP, FBL)  Ϯ  Paulina Rivas 
  
Legend:   (V) Vigil Mass ,  (SP) Spanish Mass, (F) Filipino Mass, 

(FBL) Facebook Livestreamed Mass @ the parish  
FB page Divine Mercy Parish, Rahway NJ 

 
MASS INTENTIONS ONLINE 

Mass offerings and available dates for mass inten ons are 
now visible at h ps://divinemercyrahway.church/mass-
inten ons . Credit cards and bank transfers are accepted 

mode of payments for mass offering. You can s ll visit the 
parish office from 9am to 3pm, Mon to Fri. 

 THIS WEEK AT DIVINE MERCY 
SUNDAY,  MARCH 21 

 12:00 PM   Food Pantry (Annex Building) 
 

TUESDAY,  MARCH 23 
 7:00 PM  RCIA English (104) 
 7:00 PM Guadalupano (Church) 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 25 
 7:00 PM  John XXIII (Church) 
 7:30 PM Via Crusis (Church) 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 26 
 12:30 PM  Sta ons of the Cross (Church) 
 7:00 PM BLD (Church) 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 27 
 12:00 PM Mandatory Confirma on Retreat (Aud) 
 12:00 PM Bap sm Jacob & Andrew Coronado 
 1:00 PM Bap sm Sofia H. Gonzalez (Church) 

 
SUNDAY, MARCH 28 

 12:00 PM  Food Pantry (Annex Building) 
 2:00 PM Choir Prac ce for Tenebrae 

Parish schedule @ h ps://divinemercyrahway.church/
announcements 

Prayer to Saint Joseph  
(Prayer after the rosary) 

 
To you, O blessed Joseph, 

do we come in our tribulation, 
and having implored the help of your most holy Spouse, 

we confidently invoke your patronage also. 
Through that charity which bound you 

to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God 
and through the paternal love 

with which you embraced the Child Jesus, 
we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance 

which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, 
and with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities. O 

most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, 
defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; 

O most loving father, ward off from us 
every contagion of error and corrupting influence; 

O our most mighty protector, be kind to us 
and from heaven assist us in our struggle 

with the power of darkness. 
As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, 

so now protect God's Holy Church 
from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; 

shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection, 
so that, supported by your example and your aid, 
we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, 
and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen. 

THE INTENTION OF THE HOLY FATHER for MARCH  
“ Intention for Evangelization: Sacrament of reconciliation” 

Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of reconcili-
ation with renewed depth, to taste the in inite mercy of God. 
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Bap sm 
Friends, let’s welcome and pray for the  newly bap-

zed of our parish community  Lucas Skywalker 
Lopez. 

Please remember to include our parish in your prayers.  
Everyone can s ll send weekly offerings to our Parish by  

signing up at Parish Giving online. It is fast, secure and easy. 
Thank you and be safe.  God bless. 

PONTIFICAL GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION 
 Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the Pon fical 

Good Friday Collec on, which helps Chris an in the Holy 
Land. You support helps the church ministers in parishes, 
provide Catholic schools and offer religious educa on. This 
collec on also helps to preserve the sacred shrines. 

 The wars the unrest and instability have been especially 
hard on Chris ans. In these mes of crisis, the Pon fical 
Good Friday Collec on provides humanitarian aid to refu-
gees. 

 When we contribute to the Pon fical Good Friday Collec-
on, you become an instrument of peace and join with 

Catholics around the world in solidarity with the Church in 
the Holy Land. 

 PLEASE be generous. 
 For more informa on please visit www.myfranciscan.org/

good-Friday  
HOSPITAL VISITS 

 For the spiritual needs of your sick family members,  please 
call our hospital Chaplain, Fr. Jozef Krajnak  Ph.D. at 732-
877-6835. 
COVID-19 REMINDER 

 Please follow safety instruc ons inside the church. 
 We are asking for full coopera on on this ma er. If you 

traveled recently or you are sick or anyone in your family is 
sick due to Covid-19, PLEASE STAY HOME and DO NOT GO 
TO CHURCH! 
2021 ANNUAL APPEAL 

 The 2021 Annual Appeal will fund essen al programs and 
ministries at the heart of our Catholic mission in the four 
coun es of the Archdiocese of Newark– namely to proclaim 
the gospel, to pass on the faith to future genera ons, par-

cularly through the celebra on of the sacraments, and to 
care of the poor and those on the margins. Please consider 
making a dona on. Your gi  will make a difference. For all 
checks and pledges the envelopes will be distributed this 
week. Checks should be made payable to 2021 Annual Ap-
peal.   

 Dona ons by mail (please do not send cash) send it to:  
Development Office/Annual Appeal, P.O. Box 9577 

171 Cli on Avenue, Newark, NJ 07104  
 Online dona ons please follow this link below; 

 h ps://www.rcan.org/appeal or h ps://www.rcan.org/
ways-to-give or www.rcan.org/sharing.  

As of March 16, 2021 the Total Collec on for this campaign 
is $7,916 & the Total Pledge is $7,990. Thank you very 
much for your generosity and support for this campaign.  
God bless you all. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

2021 LENTEN REGULATIONS 

1. The days of both FAST and ABSTINENCE during Lent are ASH 
WEDNESDAY & GOOD FRIDAY. If possible the fast on Good 
Friday is con nued un l the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday 
Night) as the “paschal fast” to honor the suffering and the 
death of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share 
more fully & to celebrate more readily His Resurrec on. The 
other Fridays of Lent are days of Abs nence. 

2. On a day of Fast, only one(1) full meal is permi ed, and two
(2) smaller meals, which, if added together, would not ex-
ceed the main meal in quan ty.  

3. Those between the ages of 18 and 59 are obliged to fast. 
4. On the day of Abs nence, no meat may be eaten. Those 

who have reached the age of 14 are obliged by the law of 
abs nence 

5. The obliga on to observe the laws of Fast and Abs nence 
“substan ally”, or as a whole, is serious obliga on. 

6. The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated as 
days of penance, but each individual , may subs tute for the 
tradi onal abs nence from meat some other prac ce of 
voluntary self denial as penance. 

7. The me for fulfilling the Paschal Precept (Easter Duty*)
extends from the First Sunday of Lent, February 21 to The 
Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, May 30, 2021. 
Canon 920;  All the faithful, a er they have been ini ated 
into the Most Holy Eucharist, are bound by the obliga on of 
receiving Communion at least once a year. 

PRAYER FOR LENT 
Jesus, dear Savior, during these days of Lent, I want to fast,  
to repent and to pray. Above all else I want to stay in the  

circle of Your love. Walk with me and surround me with Your 
light; lead me and guide me in Your steps. During this season 

of Lent help me to follow You and imitate Your love. May the 
cross remind me today and throughout Lent of your great love 

for me. Amen. 
Priest: We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You. 

All: Because by your Holy Cross You have redeemed the 
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Holy Week Services 2021 
Monday (March 29) 
        12:00 pm Mass & Sta ons of the Cross 
Tuesday (March 30) 
        12:00 pm Mass & Sta ons of the Cross 
Wednesday (March 31) 
       12:00 pm Mass & Sta ons of the Cross 
        7:00 pm Tenebrae 
Holy Thursday (April 1) 
       7:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
      Visit to Repository ll 10:00 pm 
Good Friday (April 2) 
      2:30 pm Sta ons of the Cross 
 3:00 pm Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 
 4:30 pm Via Crusis 
 6:00 pm Sta ons of the Cross 
Holy Saturday 
 8:00 pm Easter Vigil Services 
Easter Sunday 
 7:30 am Salubong/Encuentro 
 Masses 8 am, 9:30 am, 11 am, & 12:30 pm (Spanish) 

 

ORATIO IMPERATA AGAINST THE COVID-19  
(Revised 2021) 

 
Merciful and compassionate Father, we come to you in our need 
to seek your protec on against the Covid-19 virus that has dis-

turbed and even claimed lives. 
We ask you now to look upon us with love and by your healing 

hand, dispel the fear of sickness and death, restore our hope, and 
strengthen our faith. 

We pray that you guide the people tasked to find cures for this 
disease and to stem its transmission. 

We thank you for the vaccines developed made possible by your 
guiding hands. 

Bless our efforts to use these vaccines to end the pandemic in our 
country. 

We pray for our health workers that they may minister to the sick 
with competence and compassion. 

Grant them health in mind and body, strength in their commit-
ment, protec on from the disease. 

We pray for those afflicted. May they be restored to health. 
Protect those who care for them. 

Grant eternal rest to those who have died. 
Give us the grace in these trying mes to work for the good of all 

and to help those in need. 
May our concern and compassion for each other see us through 

this crisis and lead us to conversion and holiness. 
Grant all these through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and 
ever. Amen 

Mother Mary, help of all Chris ans, pray for us. 
 St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us. 

 Holy Week Guidelines 2021 
Parish liturgies may livestream of Holy Week for parish-
ioners.  Televised or livestreamed broadcast should be 
live (never prerecorded).  
Please follow all health guidelines while inside the 
church. 
Palm Sunday 
Palm branches are place on tables where the faithful can 
help themselves without interac on, before the mass. 
Ushers or greeters should NOT personally distribute 
palms. Any palm taken must be brought home. 
Holy Thursday.  
The washing of the feet is to be omi ed as mandated. 
There is a simple procession of the Blessed Sacrament at 
the end of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper.  
Reposi on a er the mass.  
Church will remain open for adora on un l 10pm only. 
Good Friday 

 Passion of the Lord is ordinarily celebrated at about 
3:00pm (unless a later hour is chosen for pastoral rea-
sons) 
The adora on of the cross by kissing is limited to the cele-
brant only. 
Adora on of the Holy Cross should be handled  with great 
care.  
All the faithful should line up like coming for communion. 
Social distancing should be observed and maintained.  
Mask should not be removed.  
Venera on of the cross by kissing is not permi ed only 
by genuflec on or bow is allowed.  
Easter Vigil  
At the proper me Church is turned off. 
At Beginning of the Vigil ligh ng of fire is omi ed.   
Lighted Paschal candle will be carried in procession. 
Peoples candles are lit as Paschal candles is carried to-
wards the altar.  
Two altar servers with lighted candles will share the light 
to the whole assembly. Priest incense the candle. 
Exultet (Easter Proclama on song). 
The lights are turned on. 
Liturgy of the word. Homily. 
Renewal of Bap smal promises.  
Sprinkling of water. 
Liturgy of the Eucharist 
First communion. Blessing 
Easter Sunday, 
Outdoor celebra on are permi ed. 
Divine Mercy Filipino Choir serves and sponsors the Mass 
and the Salubong/Encuentro. 
At 7:45 am the procession starts, its the salubong/
mee ng of the Risen Christ and the Sorrowful Mother 
Mass follows the salubong. 
At all masses fo Easter Sunday there will be; 
Renewal of Bap smal promises a er the homily, 
Rite of sprinkling of water. 

A blessed Easter to everyone! 
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Jeremiah 31 : 31 - 34 
Psalms 51 : 3 - 4, 12 - 13, 14 - 15   

Hebrews 5 : 7 - 9 
Gospel from John 12 : 20 - 33 

SUNDAY REFLECTION 
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Jeremiah tells the people that the Lord will make a new cove-
nant with them, planting the law within their hearts. 
Second Reading: Hebrews 5:7-9 
Through his sufferings, Jesus gained salvation for all who 
obey him. 
Gospel Reading: John 12:20-33 
Jesus teaches his disciples about the way in which he will be 
glori ied by God, and a voice from heaven is heard to af irm 
this teaching. 
Re lection 
Many people say they are “spiritual but not religious.” Gener-
ally, they mean that they believe in a “higher power” without 
belonging to a church or adhering to dogmas. They claim to 
have respect for all religions, picking from each the teachings 
that suit the “god of their understanding.” For them, religion 
is not a communal reality, but a personal, interior experience. 
There is some truth in what self-described spiritual people 
believe. Religion is a matter of the heart and spirit. We all car-
ry within us the ability to hear God’s voice speaking to us 
through our consciences. Our hearts were made to love God 
above all things. When we look within, we already ind a basic 
understanding of God and His plan for our lives. God created 
us to be spiritual. 
In this Sunday’s irst reading, God announces that He is about 
to establish a new covenant. Unlike the old covenant written 
on stone, this covenant will be written on the heart. As Jere-
miah describes it, no one will need to be taught the ways of 
the Lord because God will reveal Himself to the heart of each 
believer. This is what we commonly mean by the word 
“spiritual” — to have an interior relationship with God. 
However, God is talking about something more than a natural 
desire or ability to know Him. Rather, this personal relation-
ship with Him is a gift. It is not ours through birth, but 
through baptism. God’s Spirit who writes this new covenant 
in our heart, who speaks to our spirit about the ways of truth 
and love, is given to us through baptism and faith. The Holy 
Spirit is not something we can receive just through personal 
re lection or meditation. We receive the Holy Spirit when we 
become members of a community of faith. We receive the Ho-
ly Spirit by practicing religion. 
Jesus gives us more insight into what it means to be genuinely 
spiritual in this Sunday’s gospel. The “hour” of Jesus’ death is 
near, so he takes the opportunity to instruct his disciples 
about what it means to be his follower. Jesus says, “Unless a  

grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a 
grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.” Just so, 
the spiritual person is willing to follow Jesus when it’s in-
convenient, painful, and costly. The truly spiritual person 
will follow Jesus even to the cross. The person with genuine 
insight into spiritual matters realizes that Jesus cannot be 
separated from his cross nor can eternal life be separated 
from death to self.  
The words of Jesus are very different from what we typical-
ly hear from people who describe themselves as “spiritual 
but not religious.” For them, being spiritual is not about dy-
ing to self but of enriching oneself. It is not about knowing 
God as He has revealed Himself in Scripture and in Church 
teaching so that we can humbly serve others, but about hav-
ing secret knowledge that gives one a sense of superiority 
over others. This so-called “New Age” spirituality is really 
something very old — trying to achieve the glory of heaven 
without the shame of the cross. 
Jesus invites us to be both spiritual and religious. He wants 
us to worship him in a community of believers. He wants us 
to gain wisdom by drawing on the words of Scripture, the 
teaching of the Church, and the insights of the believers who 
have gone before us. Most of all, he wants to encounter us in 
the Eucharist. This abundance of spiritual riches is ours 
through baptism and faith. It is a taste of heaven given to 
those who have decided to pick up their crosses and follow 
Jesus. 

PRAYER 
Lord Jesus, Sustain us on our Lenten journey. Give us the 
courage to follow you to pick up our cross and die to self 

so we can encounter you in the suffering of others. Open our 
eyes to the treasures that are ours through the Church you 

founded so that we may draw on the wisdom of the ages 
on our way to the heavenly inheritance You have in store for 

those who believe in you. Amen. 
 Re lection excerpted from https://www.4lpi.com/blog/spiritual-and

-religious/ 
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Spin Central Laundromat
519 Avenel Street, Avenel, NJ 07001 (Next to Krauszers)      732-326-9696

Earn Free Washes!!Earn Free Washes!!

Plumbing & Heating
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

  Fax: (732) 738-1156       Member of the Parish
24 Hour EMERGENCY Service

Call Toll Free 1-866-81CRAIG 2 7 2 4 4

Craig Lehman Plumbing 
License Number 11122

FULLY INSURED
& BONDED

N.J. LIC. NO. 4183       “A Family Tradition of Dignifi ed Service Since 1832”        N.J. LIC. NO. 3786

PRE-ARRANGEMENT CENTER • CREMATION SERVICES
William G. Davis Jr., Manager • John W. Tluchowski, Director
371 West Milton Ave. • Rahway, NJ 07065 • P: 732.388.0038

F: 732.388.7998 • www.pettitdavisfuneralhome.com

Pettit-DavisPettit-Davis
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Est. 1832Est. 1832

Heating & Air Conditioning • Over 35 Years Experience

685 Saint George Ave., Woodbridge, NJ 07095 • www.AirtecServiceInc.com

We Service All Makes & Models
Furnaces • Air Conditioning • Indoor Air Quality • Boilers

Duct Fabricating • Maintenance Contracts
Commercial Leasing • Residential Financing Available 

732-634-4188
Daniel McKenzie

airtecnj@yahoo.com

What’s My Name?
The #WHATSMYNAME

Movement asks everyone to 
simply ask drivers “What’s my 
name?” before entering their 

vehicle to make sure it is the car 
they are supposed to enter.

In Remembrance of 
Samantha Josephson

#WHATSMYNAME

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.




