
   

 

Divine Mercy Parish 
Parroquia Divina Misericordia 

Formerly St. Mary’s and St. Mark’s Roman Catholic Churches 
Serving Jesus Christ since 1854 and 1871 
232 Central Avenue, Rahway NJ 07065  

h ps://www.divinemercyrahway.church 

New Mass Schedule 
Weekday    12:00 pm Monday to  
  Friday 
    Martes  7:00 pm Misa en Español 
Saturday 9:00 am,  
 4:00 pm (Vigil Mass) 
Sunday 8:00 am, 9:30 am,  
 11:00 am,   
 12:30 pm Misa en Español  
Holydays    6:00 pm (Vigil Mass) 
 12:00 pm, 6:00 pm, 
 7:00 pm Misa en Español 

  
Very Rev. Alexander T. Cruz, VF 

Pastor, extn 103 
Email:fr.alex@divinemercyrahway.church 

Rev. Jozef Krajnak, Ph.D. 
Resident Priest, extn 104 

Email:frjozef63@divinemercyrahway.church 
Joseph Keefe (Trustee)  

Arlene Mione (Trustees) 
 

  Sunday of Divine Mercy 
The Second Sunday of Easter 

April 11, 2021  

Parish Membership 
 Our members may come from different 

origins but we are one in faith, in our 
love and devo on to the merciful Heart 
of Jesus.  Everyone is welcome to join 
our growing community. Please email  

or visit our office to  
register. 

 
Parish Office/Rectory  

Hours: Mon to Fri, 9 am - 3 pm  
Email: office@divinemercyrahway.church 

Tel (732)388-0082, (732)388-0083 
CCD (732)382-0004 
Fax (732) 382-4784 

 

Jesus, I Trust in You 

“Eternal God, in whom mercy is 
endless and the treasury of com-
passion inexhaustible, look kind-

ly upon us, and increase Your 
mercy in us, that in difficult 

moments, we might not despair 
nor become despondent, but with 

great confidence, submit our-
selves to Your holy will, which is 
Love and  Mercy itself. “Amen.. 

Sr. Faustina Kowalska 

“Holy God, Holy Mighty One, 
Holy Immortal One, have mercy 
on us and on the whole world. “ 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 10 
 4:00 pm (V) Ϯ  Antone a Paul (Death Anniversary) 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 11 
Divine Mercy Sunday 

8:00 am            Ϯ   Anthony & Sophie Hudzik 
 9:30 am       Ϯ   James Murray (Eternal Repose) 
      11:00 am (FBL)   Ϯ   James Murray (Eternal Repose) 
 12:30 pm (SP, FBL)  Ϯ  Maria Delapaz (Death Anniversary) 

3:00 pm     Pineda & Mendoza Family (Thanksgiving) 
  

MONDAY, APRIL 12 
      12:00 pm          People of the Parish 
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 13 
Feast of Saint Mar n I 

12:00 pm   Ϯ  Maximo Capuli  
7:00 pm (SP)     Ϯ  Albert Reitemeyer 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14 
12:00 pm  Ϯ  Lourdes Lanot 

 
THURSDAY, APRIL 15 

 12:00 pm          Ϯ  John K. Turk 
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16 
 12:00 pm      Ϯ  Anne & Edward Donalson 
  

SATURDAY, APRIL 17 
 9:00 am  Ϯ Cecilia Flanagan 
 4:00 pm (V) Ϯ  Julio B. Bayle Jr. (Death Anniversary) 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18 
 8:00 am     Ϯ  Ki y McGuire  
 9:30 am   Ϯ  Tillie Badalis (Death Anniversary) 
 11:00 am (FBL)   Ϯ  Antonio Rodrigues  
 12:30 pm (SP, FBL)  Ϯ  Edgardo Mendoza 
 5:00 pm (F)         Ϯ  Irene Zalameda 
  
Legend:   (V) Vigil Mass ,  (SP) Spanish Mass, (F) Filipino Mass, 

(FBL) Facebook Livestreamed Mass @ the parish  
FB page Divine Mercy Parish, Rahway NJ 

 
MASS INTENTIONS ONLINE 
Mass offerings and available dates for mass inten ons are 
now visible at h ps://divinemercyrahway.church/mass-
inten ons . Credit cards and bank transfers are accepted 
mode of payments for mass offering. You can s ll visit the 
parish office from 9am to 3pm, Mon to Fri. 

 THIS WEEK AT DIVINE MERCY 
SUNDAY,  APRIL 11 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
 9:00 AM Confirma on Class 
 12:00 PM  Food Pantry (Annex Building) 
 2:00 PM  Exposi on of the Blessed Sacrament and  

   Confession 
 2:30 PM Rosary 
 3:00 PM Chaplet 
 3:15 PM Divine Mercy Celebra on 
 

TUESDAY,  APRIL 13 
 7:00 PM Guadalupano (Church) 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14 
 7:00 PM  Bap smal Class (English) 
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16 
 7:00 PM BLD (Church) 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 17 
 12:00 PM Bap sm Lucas O. Nwanko 

 
SUNDAY, APRIL 18 

 12:00 PM  Food Pantry (Annex Building) 

Prayer to Saint Joseph  
(Prayer after the rosary) 

 
To you, O blessed Joseph, 

do we come in our tribulation, 
and having implored the help of your most holy Spouse, 

we confidently invoke your patronage also. 
Through that charity which bound you 

to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God 
and through the paternal love 

with which you embraced the Child Jesus, 
we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance 

which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, 
and with your power and strength to aid us in our necessi-

ties. O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, 
defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; 

O most loving father, ward off from us 
every contagion of error and corrupting influence; 

O our most mighty protector, be kind to us 
and from heaven assist us in our struggle 

with the power of darkness. 
As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, 

so now protect God's Holy Church 
from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; 

shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection, 
so that, supported by your example and your aid, 
we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, 
and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen. 

THE INTENTION OF THE HOLY FATHER for APRIL 
“ Fundamental Rights” 

We pray for those who risk their lives while ighting for funda-
mental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian regimes, and 

even in democracies in crisis. 
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Bap sm 
Friends, let’s welcome and pray for the  newly bap-

zed of our parish community Jacob Andrew Coro-
nado & Joseph Albert Coronado. 

Please remember to include our parish in your prayers.  
Everyone can s ll send weekly offerings to our Parish by  

signing up at Parish Giving online. It is fast, secure and easy. 
Thank you and be safe.  God bless. 

Promises for Praying the Chaplet 
"Say unceasingly the Chaplet that I have taught you. Whoev-
er will recite it, they will receive great mercy at the hour of 

death. Priests will recommend it to sinners as their last hope 
of salvation. Even if there were a sinner most hardened, if 
he were to recite this chaplet only once, he would receive 

grace from My infinite mercy" (Diary, 687). 

JUBILEE CROSS of the Philippines 
The Jubilee Cross is a symbol of the encounter of faith be-
tween Western missionaries and the Filipinos. Like Mary the 
Filipinos said YES to Chris anity 500 years ago. The Jubilee 
cross is a replica of the 1st cross that landed in the Philip-
pines. Pope Francis has  granted the Archdiocese of Cebu, 
Philippines 2021 as “special Jubilee Year “, along with the 
a ached plenary indulgence, as the Catholic Church cele-
brates the 500th anniversary of the arrival of Chris anity in 
the Philippines. Divine Mercy is among the parishes in NJ 
who will have the honor to be visited by the Jubilee Cross 
on April 11, 2021 @ 11am. Please come and join the Filipi-
nos to welcome the  Jubilee cross and to celebrate the Sun-
day of DIVINE MERCY . The cross will stay in our parish for a 
month.  
COVID-19 REMINDER 

 Please follow safety instruc ons inside the church. 
 We are asking for full coopera on on this ma er. If you 

traveled recently or you are sick or anyone in your family is 
sick due to Covid-19, PLEASE STAY HOME and DO NOT GO 
TO CHURCH! 
2021 ANNUAL APPEAL 

 The 2021 Annual Appeal will fund essen al programs and 
ministries at the heart of our Catholic mission in the four 
coun es of the Archdiocese of Newark– namely to proclaim 
the gospel, to pass on the faith to future genera ons, par-

cularly through the celebra on of the sacraments, and to 
care of the poor and those on the margins. Please consider 
making a dona on. Your gi  will make a difference. For all 
checks and pledges the envelopes will be distributed this 
week. Checks should be made payable to 2021 Annual Ap-
peal.   

 Dona ons by mail (please do not send cash) send it to:  
Development Office/Annual Appeal, P.O. Box 9577 

171 Cli on Avenue, Newark, NJ 07104  
 Online dona ons please follow this link below; 

 h ps://www.rcan.org/appeal or h ps://www.rcan.org/
ways-to-give or www.rcan.org/sharing.  

Please help our parish to reach our goal for the 2021 An-
nual Appeal of $29,000. As of April 6, 2021 the total collec-

on for this campaign is $9,071, the total pledges is 
$13,005. Thank you very much for your generosity and 
support for this campaign. God bless you all. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Extraordinary Graces of Divine Mercy Sunday  
In her Diary, St. Faus na records a special promise given to 
her by Jesus. He told her to communicate it to the whole 
world: 
“My daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable 
mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shel-
ter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. I pour out a 
whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the 

fount of My mercy “ (699). 
In three places in her Diary, St. Faus na records our Lord's 
promises of specific, extraordinary graces: 
“I want to grant a complete pardon to the souls that will go 
to Confession and receive Holy Communion on the Feast of 
My mercy” (1109).  “Whoever approaches the Fountain of 

Life on this day will be granted complete forgiveness of sins 
and punishment (300).  

The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Com-
munion will obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punish-

ment (699). 
To receive these graces, the only condi on is to receive 
Holy Communion worthily on Divine Mercy Sunday (or the 
Vigil celebra on) by making a good confession before-
hand and staying in the state of grace and trus ng in His 
Divine Mercy. By these condi ons, our Lord is emphasizing 
the value of confession and Holy Communion as miracles of 
mercy. The Eucharist is Jesus, Himself, the Living God, long-
ing to pour Himself as Mercy into our hearts.  
In addi on, our Lord says through St. Faus na that we are 
to perform acts of mercy: 
"Yes, the first Sunday a er Easter is the Feast of Mercy, but 

there must also be acts of mercy" (742).  
"The graces of My mercy are drawn by means of one vessel 

only, and that is trust. The more a soul trusts, the more it 
will receive" (1578). 

The worthy recep on of the Eucharist on Divine Mercy Sun-
day is sufficient to obtain the extraordinary graces prom-
ised by Jesus.  A plenary indulgence[1], obtained by fulfilling 
the usual condi ons, also is available.  
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ORATIO IMPERATA AGAINST THE COVID-19  
(Revised 2021) 

Merciful and compassionate Father, we come to you in our need 
to seek your protec on against the Covid-19 virus that has dis-

turbed and even claimed lives. 
We ask you now to look upon us with love and by your healing 

hand, dispel the fear of sickness and death, restore our hope, and 
strengthen our faith. 

We pray that you guide the people tasked to find cures for this 
disease and to stem its transmission. 

We thank you for the vaccines developed made possible by your 
guiding hands. 

Bless our efforts to use these vaccines to end the pandemic in our 
country. 

We pray for our health workers that they may minister to the sick 
with competence and compassion. 

Grant them health in mind and body, strength in their commit-
ment, protec on from the disease. 

We pray for those afflicted. May they be restored to health. 
Protect those who care for them. 

Grant eternal rest to those who have died. 
Give us the grace in these trying mes to work for the good of all 

and to help those in need. 
May our concern and compassion for each other see us through 

this crisis and lead us to conversion and holiness. 
Grant all these through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever 

and ever. Amen 
Mother Mary, help of all Chris ans, pray for us. 

 St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us. 
St. Roch, pray for us. 

EASTER MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Pope Benedict XVI once said, “If we take away Christ and his 
resurrec on, there is no escape for man, and every one of his 
hopes remains an illusion.”  Without Jesus’ resurrec on our 
lives would not only end here on earth, but they would also 
lack eternal meaning or purpose.  Jesus’ resurrec on gives 
such great hope because we can live the abundant life he has 
given us here on earth, and we can hold on to the promise of 
everlas ng life with him forever in heaven. 
 
Many people today live without hope due to the crisis 
wrought by the pandemic.  However as Chris ans, we are 
never truly without hope.  God loves us and has redeemed us, 
no ma er how we feel.  He has a plan for our lives, no ma er 
what our circumstances may be.  And because He rose from 
the dead, we too will rise one day and experience union with 
Him.  May you all have a blessed and joyful Easter. 
 

                                                                      Sincerely in Christ, 
Rev. Alexander T Cruz 

Congratulations  
2021 RCIA Candidates 

Erik Celis  Liezel Lizazo 
Juan Giraldo  Jazlyn Moya 
Ann Mary Gonzales Felix Velez 
 Xhunaxhy Lopez Cruz 
 

2021 RCIA Catechumen 
Britton De Paolo 
David Caraballo 

The Rite of Confirmation 
 Sunday, April 25, 2021 @ 3PM 

Divine Mercy Parish,  
Rahway, NJ  

 
Presider: Bishop Elias R. Lorenzo, O.S.B. 

Rev. Alexander T. Cruz, Pastor 
Rev. Jozef Krajnak 

God Bless Our 2021 Confirmation Recipients 

Alexis Gabriel Arbaiza 
Leo Nicolas Carrion Lopez 
Sebastian Israel Diaz-
 Vasquez * 
Ashley M. Gonzalez 
Kerrian Leigh Kennedy 
Jeffrey Leonidas Lopez 
Anthony Peter Lopez Perez 
Zuleyma Macedas Cruz 
Jasmine Cyan Marron-
 Brown 
Jonathan Antonio Martinez 
Kimberly Giselle Mendoza 
 Carbajal 

Ian David Munoz 
Michael Jesus Nieves 
Tochukwu Brian Nwafor 
Daniel Sterlin Payano 
Nelson Osmin Perez  
 Alvarado 
Alexis Yanes 
Joskar Jesus Yanes 
Christian Yanes 
 
 
 
 
 
* First Communion 
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Acts 4 : 32 - 35  
Psalms 118 : 2 - 4, 13 - 15, 22 - 24   

1 John 5 : 1 - 6  
Gospel from John 20 : 19 - 31   

SUNDAY REFLECTION  First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35 
The irst Christian community shared their possessions, and 
no one was needy.  
Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 
Those who love God keep his commandments. 
 
Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31 
Thomas believes because he sees Jesus.  
Re lection 
St. John, known as the Evangelist, wrote to inspire the faith of 
others. In this Divine Mercy Sunday’s Gospel, John presents 
two encounters of the Apostle Thomas coming to embrace the 
Good News and believe. Turning to John 20:24-29, let us put 
ourselves into the Scripture, remembering we have all experi-
enced “doubting-Thomas” moments. 
“Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came.” 
Now, (insert your name here), one of the 1.2 billion was also 
not with them when Jesus came. 

“So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
So many others have told of their profound experiences with 
Christ and how they have seen him working in their lives. 

“But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands and put my inger into the nail marks and put my hand 

into his side, I will not believe.” 
What is your unless? Unless Jesus removes this dif iculty, ixes 
my inances, heals my loved one, eases my anxiety, or slows 
my aging, I will not believe. Where do you experience these 
Thomas moments when you so desperately want to believe 
but struggle to embrace what you cannot see? Moments when 
you are unable to rely on the witness of others to secure your 
heart in the truth. 

“Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas 
was with them.” 

A week, eight days, the number associated with the Resurrec-
tion and joy. It is in this incredible encounter Thomas would 
come to see and believe for himself. 

“Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your inger here, and see my 
hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not 

be unbelieving, but believe.’” 
Jesus offers Thomas an experience of the senses to see his 
hands, touch the wounds, hear Jesus’ voice calling him to 
leave doubt behind and trust. At that moment with Jesus, he 
can inally pronounce a prayer of acknowledgment and  

adoration with the words, “My Lord and my God!” 
Don’t be faithless; Jesus says these same words to us. Come 
closer and put behind your fear and doubts, lean into his 
grace and mercy, and believe. Uttering out as a prayer the 
words of the father of the stricken boy in Mark 9:14-29, “I do 
believe, help my unbelief!” 
“Faith is a gift of God, a supernatural virtue infused by 
him” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 153). A virtue of be-
ing certain without needing visible proof. One of the Cardi-
nal Virtues, the others being hope and love. We know love is 
the greatest because when it is our time to stand before Je-
sus, we will no longer need faith or hope, but only love will 
remain. On this side of heaven, faith is essential, and God 
has provided each the exact amount they need. Our senses 
are engaged to help us see and believe through participation 
in the Sacraments of the Catholic Church. 

Jesus said to him, ” Have you come to believe because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have 

believed.” 
“Blessed,” according to the Didache Bible (Ignatius Press, p 
1745), refers to ultimate happiness or a person in God’s 
grace. We who believe are those of whom Jesus spoke. We 
are the blessed who do not see yet believe. What a glorious 
place to be — standing in the grace of God. To proclaim, my 
Lord and my God, as a true testament of faith. To no longer 
be faithless but believing.  

PRAYER 
My Lord and my God, 

help me to see with eyes of faith, 
so to shed all my doubts and be believing. 

May the over lowing mercy of this day 
renew and fortify my faith, hope, and love. Amen  

Re lection excerpted from 
 https://www.4lpi.com/blog/blessed-are-the-believers/ and 
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-

year/sunday-connection/ 
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Spin Central Laundromat
519 Avenel Street, Avenel, NJ 07001 (Next to Krauszers)      732-326-9696

Earn Free Washes!!Earn Free Washes!!

Plumbing & Heating
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

  Fax: (732) 738-1156       Member of the Parish
24 Hour EMERGENCY Service

Call Toll Free 1-866-81CRAIG 2 7 2 4 4

Craig Lehman Plumbing 
License Number 11122

FULLY INSURED
& BONDED

N.J. LIC. NO. 4183       “A Family Tradition of Dignifi ed Service Since 1832”        N.J. LIC. NO. 3786

PRE-ARRANGEMENT CENTER • CREMATION SERVICES
William G. Davis Jr., Manager • John W. Tluchowski, Director
371 West Milton Ave. • Rahway, NJ 07065 • P: 732.388.0038

F: 732.388.7998 • www.pettitdavisfuneralhome.com

Pettit-DavisPettit-Davis
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Est. 1832Est. 1832

Heating & Air Conditioning • Over 35 Years Experience

685 Saint George Ave., Woodbridge, NJ 07095 • www.AirtecServiceInc.com

We Service All Makes & Models
Furnaces • Air Conditioning • Indoor Air Quality • Boilers

Duct Fabricating • Maintenance Contracts
Commercial Leasing • Residential Financing Available 

732-634-4188
Daniel McKenzie

airtecnj@yahoo.com

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME
BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low. 
Contact us today to get a free analysis 
to see if we can help Save you money
with your monthly payments on your 

commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail, 
Offi  ce Building, Apartment and Condos. 

Can close in as little as 45 days! Four season 
customer service is our top priority.

www.duqfunding.com
1650 Market Street - Suite 3600

Philadelphia, PA 19103

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can off er 

promotions, discounts 
and/or up-to-date contact 

information to the 
ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the community, 
not only Parishioners, can 

access realtime off ers 
from their favorite sponsors

 to save, share & support
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