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Gospel for Sunday, September 12, 2021 – Mark 8:27-35  
 

Reading:  Jesus and his disciples set out 
for the villages of Caesarea Philippi.  
Along the way he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that I am?”  
They said in reply, 
“John the Baptist, others Elijah, 
still others one of the prophets.”  
And he asked them, 
“But who do you say that I am?”  
Peter said to him in reply, 
“You are the Christ.”  
Then he warned them not to tell anyone about him. 
He began to teach them 
that the Son of Man must suffer greatly 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed, and rise after three days.  
He spoke this openly.  
Then Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  
At this he turned around and, looking at his disciples, 
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan.  
You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.” 
He summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to them, 
“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow me.  
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, 
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but whoever loses his life for my sake 
and that of the gospel will save it.” 
 
Meditation1:  What does this text say to me, today, and to my life? (Please note: We share 
one here as an example but feel free to focus on the phrase God is helping to highlight for 
you.) 
 

“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and 
follow me.”  

 
 

What cross do I need to take up today?  
• What word or words in this passage caught my attention? 
• What in this passage comforted me?  
• What in this passage challenged me?  
 
 
 

Prayer:  What can I say to the Lord in response to His word? I bring to the Lord 
the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that the Word inspires in me. 
 
 

Contemplation2: What conversion of the mind, heart, or life is the Lord asking of 
me?  I spend quiet time in God’s presence.  
How can carrying my cross help me to grow closer to Jesus? How can I accompany 
others while bearing their cross?  
 
 

Action:  How can I make my life a gift for others in charity? 
• Suggested actions to consider: Can I fast from food or another pleasure and 

offer up my sacrifice for those persecuted for their faith? Can I learn more 
about persecuted Christians in the Middle East? See 
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/global-
issues/middle-east/christians-in-the-middle-east  

 
 
Note that this week, on Tuesday, September 14th, we celebrate the Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross. 

 
1 Meditation Question is from Lectio Divina of the Gospels for the Liturgical Year 2020-2021. United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 2020, p. 225 
2 Contemplation and Action focus are chosen from Lectio Divina of the Gospels for the Liturgical Year 2020-
2021. United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 2020, p. 226 
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