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Gospel for Sunday, September 26, 2021 – Mark 9:38-43,45,47-48 
 

Reading:  At that time, John said to Jesus, 
"Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in your name, 
and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow us." 
Jesus replied, "Do not prevent him. 
There is no one who performs a mighty deed in my name 
who can at the same time speak ill of me. 
For whoever is not against us is for us. 
Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink 
because you belong to Christ,  
amen, I say to you, will surely not lose his reward. 

"Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, 
it would be better for him if a great millstone 
were put around his neck 
and he were thrown into the sea. 
If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. 
It is better for you to enter into life maimed 
than with two hands to go into Gehenna, 
into the unquenchable fire. 
And if your foot causes you to sin, cut if off. 
It is better for you to enter into life crippled 
than with two feet to be thrown into Gehenna. 
And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. 
Better for you to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye 
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than with two eyes to be thrown into Gehenna, 
where 'their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.'" 

Meditation1:  What does this text say to me, today, and to my life? (Please note: We share 
one here as an example but feel free to focus on the phrase God is helping to highlight for 
you.) 
 

“For whoever is not against us is for us.” 
 

How can I fight prejudice in my own heart?   
• What word or words in this passage caught my attention? 
• What in this passage comforted me?  
• What in this passage challenged me?  
 
 
 

Prayer:  What can I say to the Lord in response to His word? I bring to the Lord 
the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that the Word inspires in me. 
 
 

Contemplation2: What conversion of the mind, heart, or life is the Lord asking of 
me?  I spend quiet time in God’s presence.  
Is there a particular group or person whom I have judged that I am being called by 
the Lord to get to know so or see through his eyes so that I can overcome my 
prejudice?  
 
 

Action:  How can I make my life a gift for others in charity? 
Suggested actions to consider: How can I fight prejudice in my community (either 
in the parish, the local community, or both)?  
 

 
1 Meditation Question is from Lectio Divina of the Gospels for the Liturgical Year 2020-2021. United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 2020, p. 238 
2 Contemplation and Action focus are chosen from Lectio Divina of the Gospels for the Liturgical Year 2020-
2021. United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 2020, p. 240 


