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Eucharist Schedule 
 Saturday:  4:30PM 
 Sunday:  8:30, 10:30AM 
 Weekdays:  8:00AM (7:30AM - 7:55AM Rosary and Prayers) 
  (9:10AM Some Wednesdays during the school year.) 
Reconciliation:  Saturday, 3:30PM & 7:30AM on the days of an 

8:00AM Mass, in the Church, or anytime by appointment.  
Please call the Parish Office. 

Parish Registration:  New Parishioners Welcome is normally 
the second Sunday of each month at 9:45AM.  Please call 
the Parish Office to let us know you are coming. 

Baptism:  Baptism Information and dates are available on our 
website or by calling the Parish Office. 

Marriage:  Preparation and instruction must begin at least six 
months in advance of a suggested date.  A specific date will 
be set with the priest when marriage readiness is indicated. 

Visiting the Sick:  Ministry to those who are homebound, 
sick, in hospitals or nursing homes is available.  Please call 
the Parish Office if you know someone who wishes to be 
visited, anointed, and/or receive Communion. 

Prayer Network:  Parish Teams pray on behalf of the entire 
parish for needs brought to them.  One call begins the 
chain of prayers.  Only a first name and the prayer need are 
given to preserve confidentiality.  Call 651-484-1048 
between the hours of 9:00AM and 9:00PM. 

 

Parish Office .............................................. (651) 484-2708 
 Fax .......................................................... (651) 484-0567 
 Hours:  Monday thru Thursday: 8:30AM-4:30PM 
 Friday: 8:30AM - 12 NOON - CLOSED SUMMER FRIDAYS 
 

Direct Dial & Email 
 Pastor:  Rev. Tom Balluff 
  651-288-3265  ........................ pastor@stjohnsoflc.org 
 

 Pastoral Minister:  Eric Cooley 
  651-288-3268 ....................... ecooley@stjohnsoflc.org 
 

 Director of Liturgy & Music:  Ryan Chimzar  ....................  
  651-288-3269 ..................... rchimzar@stjohnsoflc.org 
  Contemporary Choir Directors:  Bob & Jackie Harvey 
 

 Director of Faith Formation:  Joe Block 
  651-288-3272……………………..jblock@stjohnsoflc.org 
 

 Business Administrator:  Don Kellett 
  651-288-3267 ........................ dkellett@stjohnsoflc.org 
  Administrative Assistant:  Renee Anderson (S.E.C)  
  651-288-3271 ................... randerson@stjohnsoflc.org 
  Bookkeeper:  Karla Schultz 
  651-288-3270 ...................... kschultz@stjohnsoflc.org 
 

 Parish Trustees: 
  Paul Dinndorf:  651-697-1747 
  Craig Johnson:  651-653-8511 
 

School ......................................................... (651) 484-3038 
 Fax .......................................................... (651) 481-1355 
 Hours:  8:00AM - 4:00PM 
Principal:  Dan Hurley 
  651 288-3220 .................................. dhurley@sjolc.org 
 

Preschool ................................................... (651) 484-3038 
 Hours:  9:00AM - 3:00PM AND HALF DAYS AS SPACE ALLOWS 

Eagle Club Childcare ................................. (651) 484-3038 
 Hours:  6:30AM - 6:00PM 

Church of Saint John the 
Evangelist of Little Canada 
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A MESSAGE FROM FR. TOM PARISH & COMMUNITY 
The Advent and the Christmas Seasons are just around 
the corner, my friends.  As we prepare for the birth of our 
Savior, let’s take a moment to reflect on how we might take 
advantage of these next few weeks. 
  
Advent is known as the little Lent.  It is a season that 
observes austerity or a stark expression of the beginning of 
our Liturgical Season.  Purple is penitential, it is a time of 
sacrifice, of doing penance.  We are preparing for Jesus. 
  
One incredibly important way to get ready is to make a 
good Confession.  This can start with obtaining an 
examination of conscience very easily from on line.  To 
thoroughly examine our past actions and begin to bring 
them into God’s merciful light can go a long way in the 
development of a strong spiritual life.  
  
Remember that the priest sits in the confessional as the 
representative of Jesus.  If the priest understands well how 
confession works, he will be a powerful instrument of 
God’s unconditional love.  We are all sinners and in need 
of God’s mercy!  Confession gives us the opportunity to 
grow in a deeper confidence and trust in God’s love for us.  
  
When I openly and humbly share my sins to God through 
the priest, and then allow God to love me for who I am, 
warts and all… to realize that God loves me no less when I 
sin, healing and strengthening occur as I continue to grow 
closer and more intimately with God. 
  
Regular confession will continue to help grow our trust and 
confidence in the Lord’s unconditional and merciful 
love.  What a wonderful gift (confession) we can give to 
Jesus when we celebrate that special moment of his 
coming into the world. 
  
Peace, Fr. Tom 
 

 

MADONNA MISSION CLUB Luncheon 
Meeting - Monday, November 25, 11 am, 
Perkin’s on County Road E 
Club provides baby blankets, afghans and tiny hats to the  
Women’s Life Care (crisis pregnancy) Center  
and Christian Life Ministries here in Little  
Canada and for newborns who do not have a  
blanket for their release from Regions, Gillette  
and St. John’s hospitals. Some members create;  
others donate for materials. In Thanks Giving to  
the Lord of Life, we “give back”, remembering  
His little ones. Call Rosie, 483-4436. 
 
 

STE. ANNE’S NATIVITY  SUPPER   
 ~ Tuesday, December 10 ~ O come, all ye faithful,  
first, to the Lord’s Table ~ a 5 pm Mass in church  

celebrated by Father Tom. Next, the lower church  

hall will be decked for our Beef Stroganoff Advent  

supper.   Cost: For a member, $10.00; for a guest $12.00.  

Please mail a check payable to St. John the Evangelist with  
“Nativity Supper” on the memo line to St. John’s Church,  
380 Little Canada Road, Little Canada, MN 55117  
no later than Tuesday, December 3.  Guest speaker will  

be the Mary Kellett of Prenatal Partners for Life.  All of the  

parish are invited. Men/guests who’d like to come are  

welcome indeed, for God blesses us ~ every one! 

 

 

Annual Giving Tree Program 
The giving tree program is up and running.  Please take an 
ornament from the tree, purchase the gift requested, put the tag 
on the outside of the packaging and return under the tree (or box 
for gift cards)—wrapping is not required.  All gifts must be 
returned by December 15.  If you or another family in the 
parish would like support from Saint John’s Church this 
Christmas, please contact Eric in the office at 651-288-3268.   
All names are kept confidential. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Generosity —  

Using our financial resources to draw us closer to God 
and return our gifts with increase. For many of us, God and 
money run neck and neck as the top priority in our lives. Being 
generous with our money keeps us from putting other gods 
before God. It keeps God first in everything! Many Catholics are 
generous, however, many of us are not generous in proportion 
to what we have been given. “No one can serve two masters. 
He will hate one and love the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon (wealth).” (Matthew 6: 24)  

Upcoming Youth Group Times 
Let Christ change your life.  No more anxiety; Peace.  No more 
fear; Trust.  No more mediocrity; Fully alive. 
• Gr. 6-8 - Wed, Dec 4, 3:30-5:00 PM @ Youth Room. 
• Gr. 9-12 – Wed, Dec 4, 7:30-9:30 PM @ Youth Room. 

 

Introducing Marriage Enrichment Classes 

We're excited to be offering the Beloved series from 
Formed.org as Marriage Enrichment Classes one Sunday a 
month now through the end of the school year. The first session 
will be from 4:30 to 6 PM Sunday, December 15 in the Fireside 
Room. Feel free to come to just one or all six. A full schedule 
and other resources are available on our parish website at 
sjolc.org/marriage-enrichment. 
 

Advent Retreat – Mark Your Calendars 
Dec. 13, 5:30-8:30 PM.  Dr. Ray Guarendi, a regular on EWTN 
and Relevant Radio, will be leading us in a series of talks called, 
“Standing Strong as a Parent or Grandparent.”   
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FAITH FAMILY 

Roseville Area Young Adults 
Thank you to those who came to FMSC on Saturday night. We 
helped pack food to feed 98 kids for a year!  Our next event 
is sports night on Thursday, November 21st at 7pm at the 
Maternity of Mary school gym. We will play dodgeball, 
basketball, and/or volleyball depending upon people's interests. 
Enter through the main school door (door seven) and proceed to 
the gym.  Lastly, below is information on Catholic Young Adult 
the Musical.  

 
Did You Know? 
It is only possible to enter heaven if a soul is completely free 
from all vice, free from any and all attachment to venial and 
mortal sin, free from love of the world and all the things of the 
world, and all punishments that we owe for our sins on earth 
have been atoned for.  Or put differently, a soul must be 
completely conformed and configured to the person of Jesus 
Christ, the soul being on fire with love of God and neighbor and 
a complete abhorrence of all things that are not of God.  Souls 
that are bound for heaven (not hell) are usually imperfect, and 
require to undergo the intense purifying spiritual “fire” of 
Purgatory.   

FAITH FORMATION 

 IN OUR PRAYERS 
We remember those who need healing, including:         
Rita H., Kevin H., Debbie M., Lisa H., Rick M., Ramona 
F., Jenny G., Diana C., Ellise J., Janine A., Cathy P., 

                      and Robin G. 
 
If you would like to add or remove a name from the prayer list, please 
contact our pastoral minister, Eric Cooley at ecooley@stjohnsoflc.org 
or call 651-288-3268. We will include names in this listing for 2 
months. If you need the time extended, please contact Eric Cooley. 

FAITH FORMATION 

https://sjolc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=44fe90e92822ac733ac1e6fab&id=d319cf97db&e=80862cf98e
https://sjolc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=44fe90e92822ac733ac1e6fab&id=daee5a64a7&e=80862cf98e
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COMING UP  THIS WEEK 
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Monday,  25 
•   8:00AM - Communion Service - Church  
• 11:00AM - Communion Service - Cardigan Ridge  
•   2:00PM - Rosary @ Gable Pines 
•   7:00PM - Patrol Leaders Council - Fireside Room 
•   7:00PM -  AA Meeting - Lower Church  
 
Tuesday, 26 
•  7:30AM - Confessions - Church 
•  8:00AM - Mass - Church 
•  9:15AM - Men’s Faith Discussion - Fireside Room 
•  6:30PM - Finance Council - Holy Family Room 
  
Wednesday, 27 (Early Dismissal - 12:10PM) 
•   7:30AM - Confessions - Church 
•   8:00AM - Mass - Church 
•   7:30PM - AA Meeting- Lower Church Kitchen 
 
 
Thursday, 28 (Parish & School Offices Closed) 
•   9:00AM - Thanksgiving Day Mass - Church 

 
 
Friday, 29 (Parish & School Offices Closed) 
•   7:30AM -  Confessions - Church 
•   8:00AM - Mass - Church 
  
Saturday, 30 
•   3:30PM - Giving Tree Program - Gathering Space 
•   3:30PM - Confessions - Church 
•   4:30PM - Mass - Church 
 
Sunday, 1 ( Food Collection Weekend) 
•    8:00AM - Giving Tree Program - Gathering Space 
•    8:30AM - Mass - Church (Traditional Choir) 
•  10:30AM - Mass - Church (Contemporary Choir) 
 
 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
November 26-December 1 

Tuesday:  Albert & Emily Rahn 

Wednesday:  Saint John’s Teachers  

Thursday:  For The Parish 

Friday:  Louie & Lena LaCasse †  

  Saturday:   Giovanna Spatola †  

8:30AM Sunday: 
10:30AM Sunday:  

Agnes Guerin †  
George Valento †  

10:30AM Sunday:    
 
 
 
 
   

Christmas Assistance 
It’s hard to believe, but the annual giving 
tree will be going up soon!  If you or another 
family in the parish would like support from 
Saint John’s this Christmas, please contact 
Eric Cooley, pastoral minister, in the office at 
288-3268.  All names are kept confidential. 

 

MADONNA MISSION 
CLUB 
Luncheon Meeting - Monday, 
November 25, 11 am, 
Perkin’s on County Road E 
Club provides baby blankets, 
afghans and tiny hats to the  
Women’s Life Care (crisis 
pregnancy) Center and Christian Life 
Ministries here in Little Canada and 
for newborns who do not have a  
blanket for their release from 
Regions, Gillette and St. John’s 
hospitals. Some members create;  
others donate for materials. In 
Thanks Giving to the Lord of Life,  
we “give back”, remembering His 
little ones. Call Rosie, 483-4436.              

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 24 
Sunday: 2 Sm 5:1-3/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 1:12-20/Lk 23:35-
43 
Monday: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 [52b]/Lk 21:1-4  
Tuesday: Dn 2:31-45/Dn 3:57, 58, 59, 60, 61 [59b]/Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28/Dn 3:62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67 
[59b]/Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday: Dn 6:12-28/Dn 3:68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 [59b]/Lk 21:20-
28 
Friday: Dn 7:2-14/Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81/Lk 21:29-33 
Saturday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10 or Jn 6:63]/Mt 4:18-22 
Next Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [1]/Rom 13:11-14/
Mt 24:37-44 
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OUR DIRECTOR OF PASTORAL MINISTRY 
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Our director of Pastoral 
Ministry, Eric Cooley, will be 
ordained into the Permanent 
Diaconate during Mass at 10 
AM Saturday, December 7, at 
the Cathedral of St. Paul. We 
encourage any and all 
parishioners to attend and 
congratulate Eric on the 
culmination of almost five 
years of study and 
discernment. 
 
Note that the Cathedral has 

limited parking, and there is an entire class of diaconate 
candidates getting ordained on this day. Plan your timing 
and parking accordingly. 
 
Then, be sure to mark your calendars for a celebration of 
Deacon Eric on December 22 back here at Saint John's. He will 
assist at the 8:30 AM Mass that Sunday, followed by a reception 
in the Gathering Space at 9:30 AM. 
 
Please keep Eric in your prayers as he responds to God's 
calling and awaits assignment, as well as praying for an 
outpouring of vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, religious 
life and holy marriages.  
 
Check out our website's News Page (www.sjolc.org/news) for 

more information about the service and a celebration we have 

planned for December 22.  

 
 
 
 

Vocation or Calling 
Question:  
Can you explain what we mean by a vocation or calling? I have 
heard this term used in many different contexts and am not sure 
what it means. Does it apply to religious life? 

Answer:  
A vocation or calling refers to a spiritual experience whereby a 
person senses within oneself the closeness of God and what he 
is asking in one's life. It is a realization of what one's part in 
God's plan could be. Vocation comes in all kinds of ways. Some 
are as dramatic as St. Paul's, being knocked off his horse, 
blinded, and hearing God's voice. Others are less dramatic, 
often occurring over time through little events and personal 
interests. Others happen in a hurry, accompanied by great 
spiritual insight or conversion. We often think that this applies to 
religious vocation, but in fact, every Christian has a vocation, a 
calling to serve others in and through the church. Whether 
married or single, religious or lay, we are all called to live out our 
baptismal commitment to preach and teach the Gospel 
message. Each of us has our role to play in God's plan, and we 
become coworkers with God in the work of redemption. With a 
little confidence, a willing spirit and God's grace, we can and will 
respond to his unique call. 
 

Men’s Bible Bootcamp – December 7 

Men's Bible Boot Camp with Father John Echert, taking place on 
December 7 from 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church!  At this spiritual boot camp, you will learn the basics of 
the Bible in just one day! Topics include learning about the 
structure of the Bible, and the story of Salvation History; 
discovering the heroic men of the Bible; finding out how to make 
Scripture a part of your daily life; and learning how to lead your 
family in reading the Bible.  The cost is $40 and includes a 
workbook, donuts and a hearty lunch, and is FREE for sons 
under 18.  For more information, contact Enzo Randazzo at 651-
291-4483.  

 

http://www.sjolc.org/news
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Turkey Bingo 
 

 
November 24 

Saint John’s School Gym 
2621 McMenemy Road 

 
Bingo games, drawings for gift certificates and great door prizes! 

 

Concessions open at 4:00pm – popcorn, hotdogs, nachos, pret-
zels, Culver’s custard, drinks etc. available. 

 

The first game starts at 5:00pm. 
 

Winners of gift certificates need not be present to win. 
 

Play to win Turkeys, Cash and Other Prizes. 
 

A fun night for the entire family! 
 

Sponsored by the Saint John Men’s Club 


