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The daily radio show, 

“Father Simon 

Says” (broadcast on 

Relevant Radio), featured a 

very thought-provoking 

letter to the show’s host in 

recent weeks. The writer 

was lamenting, as many 

are, the struggle to live out 

the faith without access to participating in the 

Mass. She noted that this time away from the 

Eucharist is giving her a newfound appreciation 

for what the disciples experienced that first 

Easter Sunday ,when they were missing the body 

of the Lord, too. 

This idea completely captured my attention. 

In an instant, any notion that the first Easter was 

a pleasant and joy-filled occasion (at least 

initially) was dispelled. In today’s Gospel (John 

20:1–9), Mary of Magdala arrives at the tomb so 

early in the morning that it was still dark. She 

doesn’t want a single moment to pass before she 

can come take care of the body of Jesus.  

Perhaps as she walked she was remembering 

fondly the moments Jesus showed her God’s 

love; maybe she mourned the awful treatment He 

experienced just two days before at the hands of 

His executioners. Lost in thought, she is snapped 

back to a reality she could never have been 

prepared for—the stone is rolled away from the 

tomb, and she runs to break the horrible news to 

the others. “They have taken the Lord from the 

tomb,” she exclaims. Imagine the emotion in her 

voice … and in that room. 

Undoubtedly this year’s Easter Sunday is 

unlike any other that I have experienced and, I 

dare say, different than any of us have. Perhaps 

you find yourself longing to be at Mass, to 

receive the Lord’s Body and Blood in the 

Eucharist. Like Mary of Magdala, we can’t see 

how this ends. The sinking feeling she felt is 

indicative of the way many of us have felt over 

the past several weeks. COVID-19 seems to 

have stolen so much! 

But, as troubling as Easter began for the first 

disciples, Jesus appears to them. He proved that 

nothing, not even death, has the power to 

prevent Him from coming to us—nothing. The 

same is true for us today. Jesus is not hindered 

in any way by a virus, social distancing, a 

stagnating economy nor any other difficulty in our 

lives. Jesus Christ is risen today—let us rejoice! 

He is still with us! May the Lord rekindle the hope 

that only comes from Him, and may Easter joy be 

truly yours! 

 

Peace, Deacon Eric 

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF PASTORAL MINISTRY 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, all 

nonessential activities have been postponed 

or canceled until further notice. The church 

building will be open from 8:30 AM to Noon 

Mon.–Sat. All events will employ social 

distancing best-practices, with gatherings of 

fewer than 10 people. 

 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 12 
8:30 AM  Easter Mass | Live-stream on 

 Facebook (link at 

 www.sjolc.org) 

MONDAY, APRIL 13 
10:00 AM Adoration | Church 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14 
10:00 AM Adoration & Individual  

 Confessions | Church 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15 
10:00 AM Adoration & Individual  

 Confessions | Church 

THURSDAY, APRIL 16 
10:00 AM Adoration & Individual  

 Confessions | Church 

6:00 PM Pastoral Council Meeting |  

 Virtual/Remote  

FRIDAY, APRIL 17 
10:00 AM Adoration & Individual  

 Confessions | Church 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18 
10:00 AM Adoration & Individual  

 Confessions | Church 

4:30 PM  Mass | Live-stream on 

 Facebook (link at 

 www.sjolc.org) 

 

COMING UP THIS WEEK 
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PARISH OFFICE 

All dates/times are subject to change. 

Find updated events at www.sjolc.org, or 

call the Parish Office at 651-484-2708. 

To submit events: lharaldson@sjolc.org. 

EASTER WEEK AT SAINT JOHN’S  

We are live-streaming Easter 

Sunday Mass at 8:30 AM on our 

Facebook page; find the link at 

www.sjolc.org. Additionally, we are 

able to bring back Adoration from 

10:00 to 11:00 AM Monday through 

Saturday, with all social distancing 

best-practices still in place. 

THEY HAVE TAKEN HIM AWAY ... 
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FAITH FORMATION 
REGISTER TODAY FOR 
SUMMER PROGRAMS 
TOTUS TUUS VACATION  
BIBLE SCHOOL 
Totus Tuus is a Catholic youth 

program dedicated to sharing the 

Gospel and promoting the Catholic 

faith through catechesis, 

evangelization, Christian witness and 

Eucharistic worship. This year’s 

offerings are scheduled for June 14–

19, 9:00 AM–2:30 PM Mon.–Fri. for 

grades 1–6, and 6:00–9:00 PM Sun–

Thu. For grades 7–12. Register today 

at www.sjolc.org/totus-tuus-gr-1-12. 

 

EXTREME FAITH CAMP 
New this year at Extreme Faith Camp 

will be a climbing wall, rappelling and 

an obstacle course—but that’s not all! 

Grow closer to God through dynamic 

talks, powerful music and meaningful 

prayer. Kids in grades 6-8 have the 

opportunity to make dozens of new 

friends with Catholic youth from 

across the Twin Cities, and there are 

opportunities for adults and high 

schoolers to be leaders as well. This 

camp fills up before the summer, so 

register right away at www.sjolc.org/

extreme-faith-camp-gr-6-8. 

 

SACRAMENT POSTPONED 
FIRST COMMUNION  
Our First Communion was originally 

scheduled this year for May 3. As you 

know, we are living in unprecedented 

times. As such, we have made the 

tough decision to postpone the 

sacrament to a later date. This 

decision was not made lightly, and is 

based both off of the proximity of the 

date to the stay-in-place order and the 

challenges this time of social 

distancing has placed on our 

formation. We are working with our 

families to identify a future date. 

 

FOOD COLLECTION WIN 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 
Even while distancing, we collected 

43 bags of food last weekend in our 

monthly food collection. Saint John’s, 

your generosity is overwhelming! 

SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE FROM  
THE ARCHDIOCESE 
EVENTS AND PRAYERS  
FOR TRYING TIMES 
We encourage everyone to sign up for 

Evangelization Updates at 

www.archspm.org/evangelization to 

stay up to date on opportunities offered 

by the Archdiocese. Check out events at 

www.archspm.org/events.  

• Young Adult Day: May 2 

• Quo Vadis: July 19 

In the meantime, Archbishop Hebda and 

Bishop Cozzens are urging all Catholic 

school students, their families, teachers 

and the entire community to join them in 

praying daily the Litany in Time of Need, 

also found on our website on the COVID-

19 page (www.sjolc.org/covid-19). This 

litany is broadcast daily on Relevant 

Radio around 11:05 AM each day, 

AM1330 or at www.relevantradio.com. 

You can also pray this litany at any time 

of day. 

 

FUNERAL MINISTRY 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
HELP US PREPARE FOR THE FUTURE 
Grieving the loss of a loved one is a 

difficult time. Some of the many 

comforts offered by Saint John’s are 

hospitality care during the visitation, 

adult servers during the Funeral Mass 

and volunteers to serve the luncheon. 

We are anticipating an influx in these 

needs after the “stay in place” has been 

lifted in Minnesota. If you are interested 

in ministering in any of these ways, 

please contact Deacon Eric Cooley, 

director of pastoral care, at 651-288-

3268 or ecooley@stjohnsoflc.org. 

CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN 
THERMOMETER 
CHECK 
Capital Campaign results 

through March 31, 2020 

Pledged: $964,415.00 

Received: $321,649.28 

Fundraising Expenses: 

$70,760.03 

Cash in Bank: $250,949.50 

LIVING OUR FAITH 

BLESSED PALMS 
AVAILABLE 
We still have blessed palms 

available for pick-up for anyone 

interested. They are available in 

the Gathering Space from 8:30 

AM to Noon Monday through 

Saturday, and at any time in 

between the front doors at the 

Parish Office. Please pick one up 

as you are able.  
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SCHOOL NEWS 
AUCTION UPDATE 
ORDER YOUR BOOTS & BLING 
RAFFLE TICKETS ONLINE  
We are still holding our raffle drawing 

at 8:00 PM Friday, April 24, 2020. 

We’ll draw the winner of our raffle: 

Grand prize is full tuition for a year, 

and it can be donated to a student of 

your choice or used by yourself or a 

family member. You can’t get a better 

deal right now than $25 for a full 

year’s tuition: www.school.sjolc.org/

fundraisers. 

 

DISTANCE LEARNING 
UPDATE 
D.E.A.R. DAYS 
Distance learning has been going 

strong for all grades, Pre-K through 8, 

at Saint John’s School since March 

23. Most recently, we’ve added a Drop

-Everything-And-Read day (DEAR), 

every Wednesday, to encourage more 

reading and give teachers a chance to 

do one-on-one catch-ups with their 

students. 

  

FUNDRAISING AND 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
TUITION ASSISTANCE IS ALWAYS 
APPRECIATED! 
We are continuing to offer our 

Reserve Fund Scholarships, $1,000 of 

tuition assistance for children from 

families experiencing sudden 

financial hardship. If you’d like to 

donate to this important fund, or if 

you need to apply for this scholarship, 

please email Principal Dan Hurley: 

dhurley@sjolc.org.  

SUPPORTING YOU 
SPIRITUALLY 
Though our Parish Office is closed and 

there are no public Masses currently 

scheduled for the time being, staff is still 

working to support you during these 

difficult times.  

• Staff available by phone or email to 

respond to any needs or questions 

• Father Tom is praying the Mass 

daily on behalf of the parish 

• We are maintaining our bulletin 

prayer list and prayers of the faithful 

for the weekend Mass 

• 4:30 PM Saturday Mass is live on 

Facebook; see www.sjolc.org for 

more information 

• Church is open for individual prayer 

8:30 AM–Noon Monday–Saturday 

• Individual confessions are available 

10:00–11:00 AM Tuesday–Saturday  

• Eucharistic Adoration returns 10:00

–11:00 AM Monday–Saturday, 

beginning Easter Monday 

• Need to talk? Contact Father Tom at 

651-288-3265 or Deacon Eric at 651

-288-3268 

GIVING WHILE DISTANCING 

Even with Masses suspended, there are 
operational expenses at both the church and 
school. Both benefit greatly from the weekly 
collection offerings from our generous 
Parishioners.  

1. Give online through Vanco: There are 
quick-links active on our website’s 
homepage and Coronavirus sub-page 
now. Go to www.sjolc.org/giving. 

2. Mail your contribution: 380 Little Canada 
Road, Little Canada, MN 55117 

3. Drop check/cash in the secure lock box at 
the Parish Office (between front doors).  

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CHAPLET AND THE FEAST DAY 
There are many ways to participate in Divine Mercy Sunday. The easiest way is to 

pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet. Other options include reading the diary of Saint 

Faustina, displaying the image she had commissioned based on her 

conversations with Christ in prayer (see above), and devoting your household to 

the Divine Mercy. The prayers and more information can be found on our website 

at www.sjolc.org/news/how-can-i-participate-in-divine-mercy. 

LIVING OUR FAITH 

TAKE OUR VIRTUAL 
MASS SURVEY TODAY! 
We want feedback on how our 

virtual Masses and other digital 

offerings are serving you. Please 

visit www.sjolc.org to take a 

quick feedback survey. 
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EUCHARIST  

Live celebration of the Eucharist is 

temporarily suspended. 

SATURDAY: 4:30 PM live stream (on our 

Facebook page; find the link on our 

website, www.sjolc.org) 

SUNDAY: Video from Saturday’s Mass (on 

our Facebook page; find the link on our 

website, www.sjolc.org) 

RECONCILIATION 

Individual Confessions only. 

10:00–11:00 AM Tue–Sat and by 

appointment. Please call the Parish Office. 

PARISH OFFICE  

P: 651-484-2708 

The Parish Office building is closed until 

further notice, however staff are still 

responding to voicemail and email. 

CHURCH HOURS 

Mon–Sat | 8:30 AM–NOON 

DIRECT DIAL & EMAIL 

Pastor: Rev. Tom Balluff 

651-288-3265  |  pastor@stjohnsoflc.org 

Director of Pastoral Care: Dcn. Eric Cooley 

651-288-3268  |  ecooley@stjohnsoflc.org 

Director of Liturgy & Music: Ryan Chimzar 

651-288-3269  |  rchimzar@stjohnsoflc.org 

Director of Faith Formation: Joe Block 

651-288-3259  |  jblock@stjohnsoflc.org 

Business Administrator: Don Kellett 

651-288-3267  |  dkellett@stjohnsoflc.org 

Administrative Assistant: Renee Anderson 

651-288-3271  |  randerson@stjohnsoflc.org 

Bookkeeper: Karla Schultz 

651-288-3270  |  kschultz@stjohnsoflc.org 

Communications Coordinator:  Laura 

Haraldson  |  lharaldson@stjohnsoflc.org 

Parish Trustees: 

Paul Dinndorf: 651-697-1747 

Craig Johnson: 651-653-8511 

CEMETERY 

For plot or columbarium sales and more 

information about our historic cemetery: 

P: 651-288-3268   

Cemetery Caretaker: John Parker  

P: 651-407-0532 

SCHOOL 

P: 651-484-3038  |  F: 651-481-1355 

Hours: 6:30 AM–6:00 PM 

Principal: Dan Hurley 

651-288-3220  |  dhurley@sjolc.org 

Office Administrator: Julie Forliti Olson 

651-484-3038  |  saintjohnschool@sjolc.org 

EAGLE CLUB CHILDCARE 

P: 651-484-3038 

Hours: During the COVID-19 pandemic, 

Eagle Club Childcare is open to families of 

essential employees and healthcare 

personnel only. Advanced arrangements 

are required for staffing purposes. 

PARISH INFORMATION 

EASTER FLOWER MEMORIAL UPDATES 
Due to COVID-19, our décor needs are a bit more minimal this Easter. Monies donated will be used now and when we all can join 
together again in Saint John’s building, to create a bright, floral presence around our sanctuary. All flowers are donated in loving 
memory of the following people. Please keep them in your prayers. 



IN OUR PRAYERS 
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO NEED HEALING, INCLUDING: 
Rita H., Kevin H., Terry C., Rick M., Kathy Y., Diana C., Lillian A., 

Bernice R. 

If you would like to add or remove a name from the prayer list, 

please contact our pastoral minister, Eric Cooley at 

ecooley@stjohnsoflc.org or call 651-288-3268. We will include 

names in this listing for 2 months. If you need the time extended, 

please contact Eric Cooley. 

 

PRAYER NETWORK 
Parish Teams pray on behalf of the entire parish for needs 

brought to them. One call begins the chain of prayers. Only a 

first name and the prayer need are given to preserve 

confidentiality. Call 651-484-1048 between the hours of 9:00 

AM and 9:00 PM. 

PARISH INFORMATION 
PARISH REGISTRATION:  

New Parishioners Welcome is 

normally the second Sunday of each 

month at 9:45 AM. Please call the 

Parish Office at to let us know you are 

coming. 

VISITING THE SICK: During the 

Coronavirus “stay in place” order, 

ministry to those who are 

homebound, sick, in hospitals or 

nursing homes is allowed at the 

discretion of each facility. 

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE: While 

sacraments are on pause during 

Coronavirus, we can still schedule 

your requests for the future.  

Call the Parish Office: 651-484-2708 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
OF APRIL 12 
 

SUNDAY: Acts 10:34a, 37–43 / Ps 118: 1

–2, 16–17, 22–23 [24] / Col 3:1–4 or 

1Cor 5:6b–8 / JN 20:1–9 or Mt 28:1–10 

MONDAY: Acts 2:14, 22–33 / Ps 33: 4–5, 

7–8, 9–10, 11 [1] / Mt 28:8–15  

TUESDAY: Acts 2:36–41 / Ps 33:4–5, 18

–19, 20, 22 [5b] / Jn 20:11–18 

 

WEDNESDAY: Acts 3:1–10 / Ps 105:1–2, 

3–4, 6–7, 8–9 [3b] / Lk 24:13–35 

THURSDAY: Acts 3:11–26 / Ps 8:2ab, 5, 

6–7, 8–9 / Lk 24:35–48 

FRIDAY: Acts 4–12 / Ps 118:1–2, 4,  

22–24, 25–27a [21a] / Jn 21:1–14 

SATURDAY: Acts 4:13–21 / Ps 118:1, 14

–15ab, 16–18, 19–21 / Mk 16:9–15 

NEXT SUNDAY: Acts 2:42–47 / Ps 118:2

–4, 13–15, 22–24 / 1Pt 1:3–9 /  

Jn 20:19–31 
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MASS 
INTENTIONS 
APRIL 14-19 
TUESDAY  
Gloria Millette † 

WEDNESDAY 
Iggy Theisen † 

THURSDAY 
Darrell Stenlund † 

FRIDAY 
Brad Pelletier † 

 
 
 

SATURDAY | 4:30 PM 
Virginia Watz † 

 
SUNDAY | 8:30 AM 
Alice Schwinn † 

SUNDAY | 10:30 AM 
Tony Cremisino † 

GIVING OF OURSELVES 
Giving our prayers, time, talent and 

treasure mainly involves a change 

of attitude, a conversion process. 

Think in terms of giving in gratitude 

to God and considering how 

blessed we are to draw closer to 

God by giving of ourselves for the 

sake of the kingdom.  

PRAYER & WORSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 


