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SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2020 |  FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

EUCHARIST  

Live celebration of the Eucharist is temporarily 

suspended. 

SATURDAY: 4:30 PM live stream (on our 

Facebook page; find the link on our website, 

www.sjolc.org) 

SUNDAY: Video from Saturday’s Mass (on our 

Facebook page; find the link on our website, 

www.sjolc.org) 

RECONCILIATION 

Individual Confessions only. 

10:00–11:00 AM Tue–Sat and by appointment. 

Please call the Parish Office. 

PARISH OFFICE  

P: 651-484-2708 

The Parish Office building is closed until further 

notice, however staff are still responding to 

voicemail and email. 

CHURCH HOURS 

Mon–Sat | 8:30 AM–NOON 

DIRECT DIAL & EMAIL 

Pastor: Rev. Tom Balluff 

651-288-3265  |  pastor@stjohnsoflc.org 

Director of Pastoral Care: Dcn. Eric Cooley 

651-288-3268  |  ecooley@stjohnsoflc.org 

Director of Liturgy & Music: Ryan Chimzar 

651-288-3269  |  rchimzar@stjohnsoflc.org 

Director of Faith Formation: Joe Block 

651-288-3259  |  jblock@stjohnsoflc.org 

Business Administrator: Don Kellett 

651-288-3267  |  dkellett@stjohnsoflc.org 

Administrative Assistant: Renee Anderson 

651-288-3271  |  randerson@stjohnsoflc.org 

Bookkeeper: Karla Schultz 

651-288-3270  |  kschultz@stjohnsoflc.org 

Communications Coordinator:  Laura 

Haraldson  |  lharaldson@stjohnsoflc.org 

Parish Trustees: 

Paul Dinndorf: 651-697-1747 

Craig Johnson: 651-653-8511 

CEMETERY 

For plot or columbarium sales and more 

information about our historic cemetery: 

P: 651-288-3268   

Cemetery Caretaker: John Parker  

P: 651-407-0532 

SCHOOL 

P: 651-484-3038  |  F: 651-481-1355 

Hours: 6:30 AM–6:00 PM 

Principal: Dan Hurley 

651-288-3220  |  dhurley@sjolc.org 

Office Administrator: Julie Forliti Olson 

651-484-3038  |  saintjohnschool@sjolc.org 

EAGLE CLUB CHILDCARE 

P: 651-484-3038 

Hours: During the COVID-19 pandemic, Eagle 

Club Childcare is open to families of essential 

employees and healthcare personnel only. 

Advanced arrangements are required for 

staffing purposes. 



Easter Blessings 
I must admit, though Easter is a time of 

rejoicing, being joyful with all of the 

restrictions in place, including no public 

Masses, is a little difficult this year.  

Nevertheless, Jesus has truly risen from 

the dead, despite how we might be feeling.  This reality 

forced the first disciples to change how they went about 

doing things.  They went from being a fearful, locked 

away group of disillusioned disciples to an Easter-people, 

emboldened to find new ways to spread the Gospel and 

the joy that comes with new life all because they 

encountered the risen Lord.  It is quite the 

transformation! 

Here in the parish office, it comes as no 

surprise that we have to find new and different ways to 

minister, too.  From live-streamed Masses and phone-

based ministry, to distance-learning for our students, we 

are having to look at doing things in a completely 

different way.  And yet, it is the same Christ who 

empowers, inspires, and guides His Church.  He is the 

same yesterday, today and always.  What a blessing to 

know we have solid-ground under our feet in the midst 

of so much uncertainty around us! 

Continuing the theme of blessing, the Easter 

season is a time when homes are traditionally blessed.  

Blessings are sacramentals and they hold “a privileged 

place” in our spiritual life.  Sacramentals are spiritual 

aides that help us to receive the grace of the Sacraments 

more fully.  Of course, Mass comes to mind—something 

we all long to have restored as soon as possible—but 

there are other Sacraments we have at our disposal: 

those who are married live the Sacrament of Marriage, 

and there are opportunities to receive the Sacrament of 

Confession, too.  We have received God’s grace through 

Baptism and Confirmation and He continues to pour 

Himself into us through those gateways. 

In an effort to help spread this Easter joy as 

part of my ministry, and to offer the tangible spiritual 

help afforded by a powerful sacramental of the Church, 

I’d like to offer to come and bless any parishioner’s home 

that would like it.  Of course, it would be done outdoors, 

maintaining social-distancing, but the effect is to draw near 

to Christ who offers Himself for us.  And encounters with 

Christ are, just like the first disciples, transformative!  If you 

would like a home-blessing during the Easter season, please 

contact me at 651-288-3268 or ecooley@stjohnsoflc.org.  

Happy Easter! 

 

Peace, 

Deacon Eric 

                A NOTE FROM DEACON ERIC 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, all 

nonessential activities have been postponed or 

canceled until further notice. The church building 

will be open from 8:30 AM to Noon Mon.–Sat. All 

events will employ social distancing best-

practices of fewer than 10 people. 

 
MONDAY, MAY 4 
10:00 AM Adoration | Church 

TUESDAY, MAY 5 
10:00 AM Adoration & Individual 

 Confessions | Church 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6 
10:00 AM Adoration & Individual 

 Confessions | Church 

THURSDAY, MAY 7 
10:00 AM            Adoration & Individual  

  Confessions | Church 

FRIDAY, MAY 8 
10:00 AM Adoration & Individual 

 Confessions | Church 

SATURDAY, MAY 9 
10:00 AM Adoration & Individual  

 Confessions | Church 

4:30 PM  Mass | Live-stream on 

 Facebook (link at  

  www.sjolc.org) 

SUNDAY, MAY 10 (HAPPY MOTHER’S 
DAY!) 
9:00 AM             Boots & Bling | Online 

COMING UP THIS WEEK 
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PARISH OFFICE 

All dates/times are subject to change. Find 

updated events at www.sjolc.org, or call 

the Parish Office at 651-484-2708. To 

submit events: lharaldson@sjolc.org. 

Ste. Anne's quarterly 

meeting scheduled for 

May 17th and the 

Summer Picnic on June 

7th have been 

cancelled. 

Please check your 

emails for Ste. Anne 

CCW updates. 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ, 
 

How quickly this Easter Season 
is slipping by, even in times of 
social separation. While I’ve 
been able to write more fre-
quently during these Corona-

virus times, I have yet to offer my quarterly 
update to the Pastoral Planning Process, which 
we started in fall 2017 with a parish-wide sur-
vey that resulted in focused initiatives of Wel-
coming, Church/School Unity, Finances and 
Stewardship. 
 
In my last update, we were in the throes of 
Advent and Capital Campaign season. I’m so 
pleased to report that our Capital Campaign 
was a resounding success. Through March 31, 
we have $964,336 pledged, which exceeds our 
start goal of $500,000 and nears our stretch 
goal of $1 million. To date, we have 
$254,180.92 cash in the bank; with this, we plan 
to pay off our mortgage sometime this summer. 
Stay tuned for more exciting news on that front. 
Additional monies received, then, will go to-
ward building up our school reserves, address-
ing our HVAC and boiler needs and some of our 
stained glass.  
 
We have good news from the school: This past 
winter’s enrollment initiatives were largely 
successful, particularly in our kindergarten 
class, for which we are starting a waiting list for 
the first time in more than a decade. Currently, 
we have 25 kindergarteners enrolled for next 
fall. Total enrollment is at 145 for next school 
year. Additionally, we had an amazing kick-off 
to the school auction with a raffle that sold 
more than 200 tickets! We had a generous do-
nation of full tuition for a year, so those ticket 
sales go directly to the auction’s fundraising 
goals. Thank you to all who supported, and 
please don’t stop! This year’s Fund-A-Need for 
the auction, which is completely virtual this 
year, is Tuition Assistance. Please give to this 
worthy cause if you are able. If we can raise 
$30,000 by May 10, we will receive a match of 
$30,000 from a very generous donor. Donations 
are secure and simple online: Follow the links 
from our church and school websites. Or con-
sider dropping cash or check off in between the 
Parish Office doors, where a secure lock box has 
been set up. Mother’s Day (May 10) also marks 
the start of online bidding for the auction, so 
please consider participating. Even with all this 
good news and truly positive momentum, we 
still have major work to do to balance the budg-
et within the coming years; expect more news 

on that front as we enter the 2020-2021 school 
year. 
 
The social distancing we’ve been asked to prac-
tice these past weeks has certainly caused us to 
re-think how we act in the ministries of Stew-
ardship and Welcoming. I am filled with hope 
by the creativity and ingenuity of many of our 
committee members and parish staff, and I truly 
believe that God has set the table for us to 
serve in these areas in an even deeper capacity 
as we move through these uncertain times. The 
absence of group gatherings and sacraments 
like the Eucharist are creating a deep longing in 
the hearts and souls of many of us, some who 
didn’t even know they were missing these prior 
to Stay in Place measures required by COVID-
19. To this end, I’m very excited to announce 
we will be kicking off a brand-new initiative this 
coming fall that we’re calling Discipleship Sun-
day. Once monthly starting in September, a 
collaboration of parish committees, ministries 
and staff will come together to offer all parish-
ioners and guests to Saint John’s the opportuni-
ty to share in food, fun and, most important, 
our Faith. A small group of parishioners has 
been meeting for a year already planning these 
activities—and are also preparing what these 
activities might look like in times of increased 
health awareness or reduced access to our 
building. The goals of these gatherings are sim-
ple: To help grow disciples in our Faith, at what-
ever place you might be at along your faith 
journey, and to welcome more people in—not 
only to Saint John’s, but to a better understand-
ing of our Catholic beliefs. Watch for more in-
formation about these activities—which include 
everything from traveling displays to renowned 
speakers to seasonal activities for the kids—
throughout the coming months. 
 
In closing, please know that I continue to pray 
for each and every one of you, along with the 
general needs of the parish, at private Mass 
daily. Even as I write this, our parish staff is 
connecting to put forth a plan for when we are 
next able to congregate together. Let us enter 
into Pentecost and a splendid Minnesota sum-
mer with renewed hope for the graces to come. 
 
Peace, 
 
 
Father Tom Balluff 
Pastor  
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FAITH FORMATION 
REGISTER TODAY FOR 

SUMMER PROGRAMS 
Totus Tuus is a Catholic youth program 

dedicated to sharing the Gospel and 

promoting the Catholic faith through 

catechesis, evangelization, Christian 

witness and Eucharistic worship. This 

year’s offerings are scheduled for June 

14–19, 9:00 AM–2:30 PM Mon.–Fri. for 

grades 1–6, and 6:00–9:00 PM Sun–Thu. 

For grades 7–12. Register today at 

www.sjolc.org/totus-tuus-gr-1-12. 

New this year at Extreme Faith Camp 

will be a climbing wall, rappelling and an 

obstacle course—but that’s not all! Grow 

closer to God through dynamic talks, 

powerful music and meaningful prayer. 

Kids in grades 6-8 have the opportunity 

to make dozens of new friends, and 

there are opportunities for adults and 

high schoolers to be leaders as well. This 

camp fills up before the summer, so 

register right away at www.sjolc.org/

extreme-faith-camp-gr-6-8. 

FINANCE 
GIVING WHILE DISTANCING 
Even with Masses 

suspended, there are 

operational expenses 

at both the church 

and school. Both 

benefit greatly from the weekly 

collection offerings from our generous 

Parishioners.  

1. Give online through Vanco: There 

are quick-links active on our 

website’s homepage and 

Coronavirus sub-page now. Go to 

www.sjolc.org/giving. 

2. Mail your contribution to the Parish 

Office: 380 Little Canada Road, Little 

Canada, MN 55117 

3. Drop check or cash off in the secure 

lock box at the Parish Office 

(between the front doors).  

LIVING OUR FAITH 
FATHER TOM’S QUARTERLY PASTORAL PLANNING UPDATE 



IN OUR PRAYERS 
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO NEED HEALING, INCLUDING 
Rita H., Kevin H., Diana C., Lillian A., Joe B. and Bernice R. 

If you would like to add or remove a name from the prayer list, please 

contact our director of pastoral care, Deacon Eric Cooley, at 

ecooley@stjohnsoflc.org or call 651-288-3268. We will include names 

in this listing for two months. If you need the time extended, please 

contact Deacon Eric. 

IN MEMORIAM 
As a faith community, it is important to hold each other in prayer, 

especially in difficult moments such as the death of a loved one. 

The families experience much comfort knowing that we are 

supporting them. Please pray for the souls of these deceased and 

their loved ones: JoAnn Barrieau and Delores Van Alstine.  

 

PRAYER NETWORK 
Parish Teams pray on behalf of the entire parish for needs brought 

to them. One call begins the chain of prayers. Only a first name and 

the prayer need are given to preserve confidentiality. Call 651-484-

1048 between the hours of  

9:00 AM and 9:00 PM. 

PARISH INFORMATION 
PARISH REGISTRATION:  

New Parishioners Welcome is normally 

the second Sunday of each month at 

9:45 AM. Please call the Parish Office at 

to let us know you are coming. 

VISITING THE SICK: During the 

Coronavirus “stay in place” order, 

ministry to those who are homebound, 

sick, in hospitals or nursing homes is 

allowed at the discretion of each facility. 

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE: While 

sacraments are on pause during 

Coronavirus, we can still schedule your 

requests for the future.  

Call the Parish Office: 651-484-2708 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

OF MAY 3 
Sunday:  Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 
5, 6 [1]/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10  
Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 
3a]/Jn 10:11-18 
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 
[Ps 117:1a]/Jn 10:22-30 
Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 
6 and 8 [4]/Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 
and 27 [2]/Jn 13:16-20 
Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-
11ab [7bc]/Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-
4 [3cd]/Jn 14:7-14 
Next Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-
19 [22]/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
MAY 5-10 
TUESDAY  
Mike Breuer † 

WEDNESDAY 
Saint John’s Teachers 

THURSDAY 
Elaine Huot † 

FRIDAY 
Rosalee & Joseph Costa † 

SATURDAY | 4:30 PM 
Jim Alfonse † 

SUNDAY | 8:30 AM 
Mother’s Day 

 

It’s clear that we have been given different 

gifts and that we aren’t called to do the same 

thing in the same way. In order for God’s plan 

to work, you have to do what God is calling 

you to do and I have to do what God is calling 

me to do. Guess what? Each of us has been 

given a different plan.  

PRAYER & WORSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Feel free to contact Don Kellett 
(dkellett@stjohnsoflc.org; 651-288-
3267) if you have any questions regard-
ing the monthly financial report. 

Stewardship

Sunday Envelopes 46,500.44$      

EFT Sunday Envelopes 13,135.78$      

Children's Collection 66.50$             

Holy Day Collection 2,382.55$        

Plate Collection 1,000.78$        

63,086.05$      

Other Donations

Tuition Assistance 1,472.00$        

General Second Collection 4,092.72$        

Mortgage Fund 6,011.08$        

11,575.80$      

Total Contributions 74,661.85$      

This Month's Operating Surplus/(Deficit) (42,519.33)$     

Fiscal Year-To-Date Surplus/(Deficit) (184,424.77)$   

Monthly Financial Report as of March 31,2020

mailto:dkellett@stjohnsoflc.org

