
380 LITTLE CANADA ROAD • LITTLE CANADA, MN 55117-1699 | WWW.SJOLC.ORG 

SUNDAY, JULY 5, 2020 & SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2020  

EUCHARIST  

SATURDAY: 4:30 PM live stream (on our 

Facebook page; find the link on our website, 

www.sjolc.org) 

SUNDAY:  8:30 and 10:30 AM 

RECONCILIATION 

7:30 AM Tue–Fri 

3:30 PM Sat and by appointment  

PARISH OFFICE  

P: 651-484-2708 

8:30 AM-Noon Mon-Thu 

Please ring doorbell for assistance. 

CHURCH HOURS 

Mon–Fri | 8:30 AM–NOON 

30 minutes before Masses 

 

DIRECT DIAL & EMAIL 

Pastor: Rev. Tom Balluff 

651-288-3265  |  pastor@stjohnsoflc.org 

Director of Pastoral Care: Dcn. Eric Cooley 

651-288-3268  |  ecooley@stjohnsoflc.org 

Director of Liturgy & Music: Ryan Chimzar 

651-288-3269  |  rchimzar@stjohnsoflc.org 

Director of Faith Formation: Joe Block 

651-288-3259  |  jblock@stjohnsoflc.org 

Business Administrator: Don Kellett 

651-288-3267  |  dkellett@stjohnsoflc.org 

Administrative Assistant: Renee Anderson 

651-288-3271  |  randerson@stjohnsoflc.org 

Bookkeeper: Karla Schultz 

651-288-3270  |  kschultz@stjohnsoflc.org 

Communications Coordinator:  Laura 

Haraldson  |  lharaldson@stjohnsoflc.org 

Parish Trustees: 

Paul Dinndorf: 651-697-1747 

Donna Lehmann: 612-500-1466 

 

 

 

CEMETERY 

For plot or columbarium sales and more 

information about our historic cemetery: 

P: 651-288-3268   

Cemetery Caretaker: John Parker  

P: 651-407-0532 

SCHOOL 

P: 651-484-3038  |  F: 651-481-1355 

Hours: 6:30 AM–6:00 PM 

Principal: Dan Hurley 

651-288-3220  |  dhurley@sjolc.org 

Office Administrator: Julie Forliti Olson 

651-484-3038  |  saintjohnschool@sjolc.org 

EAGLE CLUB CHILDCARE 

P: 651-484-3038 

Hours: Eagle Club Childcare is open for 

summer! 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM Mon-Fri. 

Advanced arrangements are required for 

staffing purposes.  



I’d like to share with you a theological struggle I’ve had over 
the years: how can anyone deserve hell?  And how can 
someone born in a state of “Original Sin” who refuses to take 
Jesus Christ as his savior go to hell forever?  Here’s an 
explanation. 

All created things have a natural “end” for which God created them.  
Man’s natural “end” is to think (using his gift of reason) and to choose (using 
his gift of free will), and thereby to give glory to God.  Man’s natural end is 
not heaven.  To go to heaven is a supernatural “gift” or “grace” that God 
bestowed upon man.  But when Adam rebelled against God, Adam rejected 
this supernatural gift, and was left with just the natural.  When the gift was 
given away, it could not be passed on, so all subsequent men are left with 
only a natural end (the natural pertains to this life only).  Yet our immortal 
soul will live beyond this life.  So after heaven was closed, what was the 
soul’s destiny?  Well, in the best case, if a man were to live a perfectly “just” 
life, then he would deserve some sort of nature-like existence in an earthly 
paradise commonly known as “the Limbo/Paradise of the Fathers.”  But if a 
man was guilty of sin, he would not deserve this reward, and he would be left 
with hell as his only option.  Since “all have sinned” (Romans 3:10-18), then 
all were left with hell as their only option.  This is where Jesus comes in. 

The Eternal Logos, desiring to save us from this horrible situation, became 
man and took on human flesh.  He bore our weaknesses, infirmities, trials, 
and sufferings, and ultimately brought upon himself the punishment we 
deserve for our sin.  Because he is man, he can bear our punishment.  
Because he is God, he has power to save us.  And thus, by his death and 
resurrection, Jesus opened the gates of heaven to all who believe (have faith) 
and live accordingly (have love).   

So here’s where the rubber meets the road.  Each man is born in a state in 
which our “supernatural end” is not available to us.  Not because God is 
unjust, but because he is just.  But by his incarnation, death, and 
resurrection, he has given us a remedy: repent of our sins, be Baptized, and 
then live according to the Catholic Faith.  If we do not do these things, we 
reject Jesus as our “savior”, and we are left to our own devices, and because 

we are prone to sin, we are on the path to hell.   
So, if someone rejects the Catholic faith and refuses to follow Her 

teachings, he is on the path to hell.  He has rejected God’s offer of salvation.  
It is like he jumped off the ship into the stormy sea (by his sin), and Jesus has 
tossed him a life-preserver on a rope (saving grace) and he has refused to 
grab ahold of it and be saved (repentance and grace).  Jesus won’t force him 
to grab ahold of the life preserver.  That would be stealing his freedom and 
preventing true love, making him into merely a robot.  To be saved, he must 
freely grab ahold of the life-preserver (repent and be Baptized), and then 
continue to hold onto the life preserver until his final breath in life (believing 
all the Church’s teachings and following her moral teachings), and if he lets 
go of the life preserver at any point (by committing a mortal sin (see the 10 
commandments and see the non-exhaustive lists given by Msgr. Charles 
Pope—1 Cor. 6:9-10; Gal 5:19-21; Eph. 5:3-6; Rev. 22:12-16; Mt. 25:41-46)), 
he needs to grab ahold of it again (repent and go to Confession) and hold on 
until the bitter end.  No matter how many times he lets go (by mortal sin) he 
can always grab ahold again (repent and Confess).  God’s mercy cannot be 
outdone!  

But in the end, life will end at some point; We know not when.  If we have 
failed to hold onto the life preserver, there is no one to blame but ourselves.  
Rest assured that God has given us more than enough grace to be saved.  If 
we are not saved, it is our own fault and not his.  “Do not be amazed at this, 
for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and 
come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who 
have done what is evil will rise to be condemned.  By myself I can do nothing; 
I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself 
but him who sent me (John 5:28-29).”  If we are saved, Christ gets all the 
credit, for He is the one who has saved us, even though we have participated 
in it. 

So, what is our take-away?  Examine your conscience extremely 
thoroughly.  Confess your sins.  Learn the Church’s teaching on faith and 
morals.  Believe them all and live them all.  Hold onto the life preserver and 
gain eternal life with God.   

A NOTE FROM OUR DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, all nonessential activities have 
been postponed or canceled until further notice. The church building 
will be open from 8:30 AM to Noon Mon.–Fri.  

 

MONDAY, JULY 6 

  8:00 AM Communion Service | Church 
  7:00 PM Patrol Leaders Council | Fireside Room 

TUESDAY, JULY 7 
  7:30 AM Confessions | Church 

  8:00 AM Mass | Church 

10:00 AM Visitation for Don Berggren | Church 

11:00 AM Funeral Mass for Don Berggren | Church 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8 
  7:30 AM Confessions | Church 

  8:00 AM Mass | Church 

11:00 AM Prayerful Witness for Life | Planned Parenthood 

THURSDAY, JULY 9 
  7:30 AM             Confessions | Church 
  8:00 AM             Mass | Church 

  8:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration | Church 

FRIDAY, JULY 10 

  7:30 AM            Confessions| Church 

  8:00 AM            Mass | Church 

10:00 AM            Visitation for Ed Welter | Church 

11:00 AM            Funeral Mass for Ed Welter| Church 

SATURDAY, JULY 11 
   3:30 PM          Confessions | Church 

   4:30 PM          Mass | Church 

SUNDAY, JULY 12 
  8:30 AM         Mass | Church 

10:30 AM         Mass | Church 

 

COMING UP THIS WEEK 
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PARISH OFFICE 

All dates/times are subject to change. Find 

updated events at www.sjolc.org, or call 

the Parish Office at 651-484-2708. To 

submit events: lharaldson@sjolc.org.  

* See a continuation of this calendar on 

page 5.* 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You Can Benefit By Giving In 
Challenging Times! 
There are special considerations 
regarding the CARE Act for donors 
like you. Check out this article for 

more information about the new benefits: 
https://www.501c3.org/the-cares-act-
increases-donation-tax-deductibility/ 
 
Thank you for your continued giving to assist 
both our church and school with operational 
expenses. There are three primary ways you 
can continue to give while we are social distancing: 
1. Give online through Vanco: There are quick-

links active on our website’s homepage and 
Coronavirus sub-page now. Go 
to www.sjolc.org/giving 

2. Mail your contribution to the Parish Office: 
380 Little Canada Road, Little Canada, MN 
55117 

3. Drop check or cash off in the secure lock box 
at the Parish Office (between the front doors). 
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THERMOMETER 

CHECK 
Capital Campaign results 

through  

May 31, 2020 

Pledged: $966,896.00 

Received: $420,732.31 

Fundraising Expenses: 

$72,623.80 

Cash in Bank: $348,108.51 

LIVING OUR FAITH 
 
Daily Mass Schedule Changes 
June 29 
Many of you know we’ve put a plan into 
place as to how to open our Masses to a 
safe, limited number of parishioners, in 
accordance with guidance from the 
Archdiocese. There are key cleaning 
measures that we’ve implemented to be 
able to offer daily and weekend Mass 
and communion services, as well as 
continued confessions and adoration in 
the main church. While parts of our 
parish campus remain closed and we 
cannot yet host group or committee 
gatherings, we are continuing to amend 
plans to bring the best possible 
sacramental experience to as many 
parishioners as is safe and possible. 
  
To this end, our daily Mass and 
confession schedule is returning to its 
pre-COVID status, effective June 29. If 
you are comfortable doing so and are 
following key social distancing measures 
(such as mask-wearing, maintaining 6 
feet distance from non-household 
members and hand-sanitizing), consider 
joining us in the Main Church (please use 
main church doors only): 

• Confessions at 7:30 AM Tue-Fri 

• Mass at 8:00 AM Tue-Fri 

• Communion Service at 8:00 AM 
Mon 

• Adoration from 8:30 AM to Noon 
Thu only 
In addition to these updated daily hours, 
we also have added a survey to our 
website inquiring about other ways we 
can assist. Please know always that the 
health and safety of everyone, especially 
the most vulnerable, is top of mind as we 
go through these social distancing and 
sanitation procedures, and the 
Archbishop’s dispensation from Sunday 
Mass continues through the pandemic. 
Click here to take the survey: https://
sjolc.org/online-mass-readings.  
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
JULY 7-12 
TUESDAY  
Gary & Mary Limborg 

WEDNESDAY 
 Robert Como† 

THURSDAY 
Marvin Valento † 

FRIDAY 
Marvin Hodgin † 

SATURDAY | 4:30 PM 
Jim Alfonse † 

 
SUNDAY | 8:30 AM 
Dick DeBilzan†  

SUNDAY | 10:30 AM 

John Matteo Vitale † 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Readings for the Week  
of July 5 
Sunday: Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 
13-14 [cf. 1]/Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30 

Monday: Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22/Ps 145:2-
3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Mt 9:18-26 

Tuesday: Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 
7ab-8, 9-10 [9a]/Mt 9:32-38 

Wednesday: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Ps 105:2-3, 
4-5, 6-7 [4b]/Mt 10:1-7 

Thursday: Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Ps 80:2ac and 
3b, 15-16 [4b]/Mt 10:7-15 

Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 
and 17 [17b]/Mt 10:16-23 

Saturday: Is 6:1-8/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/
Mt 10:24-33 

Next Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-
13, 14 [Lk 8:8]/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 
13:1-9 

https://www.501c3.org/the-cares-act-increases-donation-tax-deductibility/
https://www.501c3.org/the-cares-act-increases-donation-tax-deductibility/
https://www.501c3.org/the-cares-act-increases-donation-tax-deductibility/
http://www.sjolc.org/giving
https://sjolc.org/online-mass-readings
https://sjolc.org/online-mass-readings
https://sjolc.org/online-mass-readings
https://sjolc.org/online-mass-readings
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LIVING OUR FAITH 

Archbishop Flynn Catechetical Institute  
Applications Now Available for the Class of St. Anthony of Padua  
Feeling lost right now? Find yourself in God's plan of sheer goodness!   
This fall, the Catechetical Institute will offer the two-year Pillars Program in two different 

locations. Classes will be held at The Saint Paul Seminary on Monday evenings, and at the 

Church of St. Andrew in Elk River on Tuesday evenings. Module I will be 

Livestreamed. Students can decide late August if they would like to take Module I in person 

or online. 

Taught by some of the best instructors in the Twin Cities, such as Bishop Andrew Cozzens, 

Jeff Cavins, Deacon Joe Michalak, Deacon Dan Gannon, Fr. John Klockeman, Dr. Todd Flan-

ders, Christina Smith, Liz Kelly, and more, the CI: Pillars Program follows the four pillars of 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church and will make sense of all things Catholic, deepen your 

faith, and layout the roadmap to heaven. Applications are now being accepted through Au-

gust 15, 2020, for the class beginning in September. For more information and an applica-

tion, visit semssp.org/ci or call (651) 962-5072. 

 

Bethany House    

Apply now for September 2020 – May 2021    

Bethany House applications are now being accepted for September 2020 to May 2021. Beth-

any House is a home for women who live in community, pray together, take meals together 

and discern whether they are called to consecrated life. Bethany House is sponsored by the 

Office of Vocations and is located in Northeast Minneapolis. We are currently taking applica-

tions for women interested in Bethany House. Qualities of a good candidate for Bethany 

House include single women, ages 20 – 27, who are interested in dedicating a year to inten-

tionally discerning a vocation to religious life. Please visit www.10000vocations.org for more 

information.  

Greetings, 
 
My name is Donna Lehmann and it is an 
honor to be asked to serve as a Trustee 
for St. John's Parish. I would like to share 
some information about me and my fam-
ily. 
 
Tom, my husband of 29 years and our 
son Ian have lived in Little Canada since 
1995. I am employed by Wells Fargo as a 
Vice President and project manager for 
25 years. Tom is retired and our family is 
blessed to be members of this parish 
since 1996. Ian is 26 and a graduate of St. 
John Little Canada grade school. Tom and 
I are 2020 graduates of the Bishop Harry 
J. Flynn Catechetical Institute at the St. 
Paul Seminary.  
 
I have served the parish as chair person 
on the Parish Council, Finance Council, 
the recent Capital Campaign and the 
Parish Planning committee. My current 
ministries are Extraordinary Minister of 
the Eucharist, Saint Anne's member, 
Stewardship Committee, Discipleship 
Sunday member, and Fall Festival.  
 
Thank you for your support and prayers 
as I begin serving as a Trustee supporting 
Fr. Tom and the mission of the Parish.  

Drive-up Communion 
Distribution July 25-26 

In late July we will be trying something 

new in regards to our parish offerings 

during the pandemic. After the 4:30 PM 

and 10:30 AM Masses Saturday, July 25th and Sunday, July 26th, we 

will offer drive-up Communion Distribution in the circle outside the 

Gathering Space, for anyone still uncomfortable or unable to attend 

our weekend Masses. I will position myself for distribution of Holy Eu-

charist outside the Gathering Space doors, where people can drive 

around the circle drive to receive communion on their hands or in a pix, 

all without leaving the safety of their own car. More information is 

available on our website, www.sjolc.org.  

http://www.cistudent.com/
http://www.10000vocations.org/
http://www.sjolc.org/


Freedom…For What? 

It’s hard to believe but the 4th of July—

Independence Day—is already upon us!  

Against the backdrop of all the social con-

cerns in our society, many are reflecting on the freedoms we 

espouse as part of our constitution.  A part of that reflection 

ought to be contemplating this question: what is the nature 

of freedom?  Many view freedom as a right, something that 

all people are entitled to.  Others view freedom as a break-

ing free from oppression.  And these are certainly important 

aspects, but an equally important facet of freedom is to 

understand what our freedom enables us to do—what is its 

purpose? 

 The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that freedom is 

“the power, rooted in reason and will, to act or not to 

act…” (CCC 1731).  I find an even simpler description in the 

Canticle of Zechariah, a prayer offered during morning pray-

er of the Liturgy of the Hours.  This canticle is spoken by St. 

John the Baptist’s father, Zechariah, and is recounted in 

Luke’s Gospel (Luke 1:68-79).  Speaking of what God has 

done, he says: “This was the oath he swore to our father 

Abraham: to set us free from the hands of our enemies, free 

to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight 

all the days of our life.” 

Through the gift of freedom, God makes us “capable of lov-

ing him and loving one another” (CCC 387).  During these 

days of profound mistrust, anger, vilification and calls for 

violence, it is not difficult to see that we can also abuse our 

freedom choosing not to love God or each other.  Racism is 

alive and well; so is religious persecution.  These positions 

are hurtful and contrary to the freedom our Lord offers to 

each of us.  But as we celebrate the independence of our 

nation, while so many exercise our first amendment rights to 

free speech and peaceful assembly seeking to realize greater 

freedom for all Americans, let us recall the nature of free-

dom itself—it is not a license to do anything that I want; it is 

not a denial of objective truth.  Freedom is a power to choose 

between good and evil, between Truth and lies.  It is the gift by 

which God enables us to worship Him; the gift by which God 

enables us to live lives that are “holy and righteous” in His sight 

all the days of our life. 

Yes, we have much to work on in our nation here in 2020, but 

we also have much to be thankful for—true freedom. 

 

Peace, 

Deacon Eric 
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A NOTE FROM DEACON ERIC 

SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2020 |  15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

MONDAY, JULY 13 

  8:00 AM     Communion Service |   
                      Church 

  6:00 PM     Cub Scout Meeting | 
                      Gym 

TUESDAY, JULY 14 
  7:30 AM     Confessions | Church 

  8:00 AM     Mass | Church 

10:00 AM    Visitation for Lois 
                      Cremesino | Church 

11:00 AM    Funeral Mass for Lois 
                     Cremesino | Church 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15 
  7:30 AM     Confessions | Church 

  8:00 AM      Mass | Church 

THURSDAY, JULY 16 
  7:30 AM   Confessions | Church                                      
  8:00 AM      Mass | Church 

  8:30 AM      Eucharistic Adoration  
                       | Church 

  6:00 PM     Parish Council | Online 

 
 
 
 

FRIDAY, JULY 17 

  7:30 AM       Confessions | Church 

  8:00 AM       Mass | Church                              

 
SATURDAY, JULY 18 
   3:30 PM       Confessions | Church 

   4:30 PM       Mass | Church 

SUNDAY, JULY 19  
  8:00 AM     Rosary | Church   
  8:30 AM     Mass | Church 
10:30 AM     Mass | Church 

 

COMING UP THIS WEEK 

 



IN OUR PRAYERS 
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO NEED HEALING, INCLUDING 
Rita H., Kevin H., John P., Terry C., Jean C., Gladys H., Guenenline S., 

Elsie M., and Lucy M. 

If you would like to add or remove a name from the prayer list, please 

contact our director of pastoral care, Deacon Eric Cooley, at 

ecooley@stjohnsoflc.org or call 651-288-3268. We will include names 

in this listing for two months. If you need the time extended, please 

contact Deacon Eric. 

IN MEMORIAM 
As a faith community, it is important to hold each other in prayer, 

especially in difficult moments such as the death of a loved one. 

The families experience much comfort knowing that we are 

supporting them. Please pray for the souls of these deceased and 

their loved ones: Marlene Kelly, Karen Schaal, Loren Salvog, Ed 

Welter and Lois Cremisino. 

PRAYER NETWORK 
Parish Teams pray on behalf of the entire parish for needs brought 

to them. One call begins the chain of prayers. Only a first name and 

the prayer need are given to preserve confidentiality. Call 651-484-

1048 between the hours of  

9:00 AM and 9:00 PM. 

PARISH INFORMATION 
PARISH REGISTRATION:  
All those interested in joining the parish 
are invited to call the parish office to 
register.  Please contact us at 651-484-
2708.  

VISITING THE SICK: 
During the Coronavirus “stay in place” 
order, procedures for ministry to those 
who are homebound, sick, in hospitals or 
nursing homes varies depending on 
location.  Please contact the parish office if 
you would like to schedule a visit for 
yourself or a loved one. 

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE: While 

sacraments are on pause during 

Coronavirus, we can still schedule your 

requests for the future.  

Call the Parish Office: 651-484-2708 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

OF JULY 12 
Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 
[Lk 8:8]/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9   

Monday: Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 
and 23 [23b]/Mt 10:34—11:1 

Tuesday: Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8 
[cf. 9d]/Mt 11:20-24 

Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-
8, 9-10, 14-15 [14a]/Mt 11:25-27 

Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-
14ab and 15, 16-18, 19-21 [20b]/Mt 11:28-
30 

Friday: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10, 11, 
12abcd, 16 [cf. 17b]/Mt 12:1-8 

Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14 
[12b]/Mt 12:14-21 

Next Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-
10, 15-16 [5a]/Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 
13:24-30 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
JULY 14-19 
TUESDAY  
Don & Lyn Holmes 

WEDNESDAY 
Larry Belland 

THURSDAY 
For The Parish 

FRIDAY 
Anthony Parr 

SATURDAY | 4:30 PM 
Ken Jones 

 
SUNDAY | 8:30 AM 
For The Parish 

SUNDAY | 10:30 AM 

For The Parish 

Stewardship is based on the spiritual 
principles of the Old Testament and 
the teachings of Jesus. Living a life of 
stewardship results in fulfillment and 
blessings from God. What more can we 
ask for?  

PRAYER & WORSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 


