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As we get closer to Thanksgiving, I have a short 

story to share which reminds me of what the 

season is about. My daughters and I went to a 

Starbucks before school last week. For some 

reason, the line was short, with only three cars 

(this Starbucks in Woodbury, usually has up to 

10-15 cars). As we pulled up to order, my 

daughters got fancy drinks (foam, whip, choco-

late, sprinkles-who knows), and I ordered a cof-

fee. There is a curve in the lane when you order, so you really 

cannot see the car at the pay window. We finished our order and 

drove up to the window. As I opened my window to pay, the lady 

said, “No need. The car in front paid for you!” Wow! This has nev-

er happened to me. It really was a great feeling. My daughter, 

Brooklyn, yelled, “Dad, pay it forward!” I looked at the lady and 

proudly said, “Do you know what, I am going to pay for the per-

son behind me.” She poked her head out the pay window to look, 

and with a smile said, “I am sorry, sir, but there is no one behind 

you!” My daughters thought this was the funniest thing, and I 

was a bit embarrassed. After the laughing stopped, I did provide 

an extra tip to the employee for working hard in the morning with 

a smile. As we headed to school, my daughter, Alyssa, said, 

“Dad, I do give you an ‘A’ for effort!” I must admit, I had a great 

feeling all day about this person paying for our drinks. I wish I 

could have said thank you to the driver.  

It is awesome the difference we can all make if we take the 

time to care and show gratitude. Who can you pay it forward to 

with a random act of kindness today?  

 

Join Us for Mass for Bishop Cozzens 

Some of you might have heard that Bishop Andrew Cozzens, 

who has been instrumental in supporting our Catholic Schools, is 

moving to the Crookston Diocese in December. At Saint John's, 

we had the privilege of having Bishop Cozzens preside over our 

Catholic Schools Week Mass last year. In gratitude and solidari-

ty, we offered a Rosary this past Friday, November 19, in the 

Church. This coming week we are offering a special Mass of 

Thanksgiving at 9:10 AM Wednesday, November 24. If you are 

unable to attend in person, watch our Facebook page, where we 

will live-stream both of these prayerful opportunities to express 

gratitude during this Thanksgiving season. 

 

Registration, Scholarships and Virtual Tours for 2022 

It's hard to believe it, but 2022-2023 Saint John’s enrollment win-

dow will open on November 25. We are excited for the future as 

we are continuing to see growth in our enrollment. More scholar-

ships. More students. Stronger schools. Aim Higher has offered 

generous scholarships to many of our families. If you know 

someone who would like to apply for a scholarship, applications 

are open for the 2022-2023 school year: aimhigher 

foundation.org. The Schulze Family Foundation also has created 

the Schulze Early Learning Scholarship Program to assist middle

-income families in gaining access to excellent preschool pro-

grams for their children: schulzefamilyfoundation.org. Please 

share this video with anyone you know looking to join our school 

community! https://tours.360vipmn.com/675107. 

 

Advent Concert Is December 2 

Mark your calendars for our all school Advent Concert. This will 

be held at 6:00 PM Thursday, December 2, in the church. All stu-

dents are expected to participate. Families and friends are invit-

ed to watch either in person in the church, in person in one of our 

overflow spaces, or via the livestream on our school Facebook 

page. ~Dan J. Hurley, principal 
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EUCHARIST  

SATURDAY: 4:30 PM (also live stream; find 

the link on our website 

SUNDAY: 8:30 & 10:30 AM 

DAILY: 8:00 AM Mon. (Communion 

Service), Tue., Thu., Fri.; 9:10 AM Wed. 

(with School) 

RECONCILIATION 

7:30 AM Tue., Thu, Fri. 

3:30 PM Sat. and by appointment  

PARISH OFFICE  

P: 651-484-2708 

8:30 AM—3:30 PM Mon.-Thu. 

8:30 AM—Noon Fri. 

CHURCH HOURS 

Mon.–Fri. | 7:30 AM–4:30 PM; 30 minutes 

before Masses 

Pastoral and Finance councils: 

www.sjolc.org/pastoral-finance-councils 

PARISH STAFF: DIRECT DIAL  

AND EMAIL 

Pastor: Rev. Tom Balluff 

651-288-3265  |  pastor@sjolc.org 

Director of Pastoral Care: Dcn. Eric Cooley 

651-288-3268  |  ecooley@sjolc.org 

Director of Liturgy & Music: Ryan Chimzar 

651-288-3269  |  rchimzar@sjolc.org 

Director of Faith Formation: Joe Block 

651-288-3259  |  jblock@sjolc.org 

Interim Business Administrator: Sue 

Reinart 651-288-3267  |  sreinart@sjolc.org 

Director of Communications:   

Laura Haraldson  |  651-288-3270   | 

lharaldson@sjolc.org 

Parish Office Support: Kay Wimer 

651-288-3271  |  kwimer@sjolc.org 

Parish Trustees:  Paul Dinndorf: 651-697-

1747; Donna Lehmann: 612-500-1466 

SCHOOL 

P: 651-484-3038  |   

F: 651-481-1355 

Hours: 6:30 AM–6:00 PM 

Principal: Dan Hurley 

651-288-3220  |  dhurley@sjolc.org 

Office Administrator: Karla Schultz 

651-484-3038  |  saintjohnschool@ 

sjolc.org 

EAGLE CLUB CHILDCARE 

Coordinator: Tayler Smith 

P: 651-484-3038  |  tsmith@sjolc.org 

Hours: 6:30 AM to 6:00 PM Mon.-Fri.  

CEMETERY 

For plot or columbarium sales and 

information: 

P: 651-288-3268   

Cemetery Caretaker:  

John Parker P: 651-407-0532 

http://aimhigherfoundation.org/
http://aimhigherfoundation.org/
http://schulzefamilyfoundation.org/


FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY THIS WEEKEND: 

SAVE THE MAC & CHEESE FOR LATER 
Just a reminder that food collection is this Sunday, November 

21, and continuing on both the first and third Sundays of each 

month. If you are able, consider helping load our vans after the 

10:30 AM Mass on these weekends. Brother Pio has made a 

special request for our food donations, with a goal of making 50 

percent of our donations hygiene items: Spaghetti sauce, pasta 

(but not mac-and-cheese!), peanut butter, rice, baked beans, 

black beans, chili beans, canned fruit, Spam and other canned 

meats. No need for mac and cheese or canned vegetables for 

now; the Brothers have too many of these items in storage!  

 

SING PRAISES WITH CONTEMPORARY CHOIR 
Don't miss out on the fun! It is time to welcome new members 

into the Contemporary Choir.  The Contemporary Choir is a mu-

sic community where you can share your love of music at the 

10:30 AM Mass. We have begun preparing Advent and Christ-

mas music; anyone 13 years and older of all skill levels 

is welcome to join us and grow your music skills. If you like to 

sing and would like to join the choir for advent and Christmas: 

Pauline Danielson, psdanielson@msn.com or 651-353-5026. 

 

COME TO STE. ANNE’S NATIVITY LUNCH DEC. 5 

Saint Anne’s Council of Catholic Women will host a Nativity 

Lunch at 11:30 AM Sunday, December 5, in the Lower Church. 

Parishioners are encouraged: “O come, all ye faithful,” as a lunch 

of beef stroganoff, vegetable medley and rolls is catered 

by Little Canada’s own Creative Catering. It would be “jolly good” 

if Ste. Anne members could please bring desserts to share! All 

are welcome; cost is $15 per Ste. Anne’s member, $17 for 

guests. Please RSVP by December 1. Mail or drop off a check at 

the parish office, with “Nativity Supper” on the memo line and 

Ste. Anne's on the envelope, payable to St. John’s of Little Cana-

da: 380 Little Canada Road, Little Canada, MN 55117. Ques-

tions? Contact Dustine Krzmarzick at 651-770-8953. 

LIVING OUR FAITH 
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TURKEY BINGO SUNDAY 
Join us! Men’s Club Turkey 

Bingo is this Sunday, Nov. 21. 

Concessions open at 4:00 PM, 

games at 5:00 in the gym.  

 

BISHOP COZZENS 

FAREWELL MASS 

As His Excellency prepares to 

transition to his new role as 

bishop of Crookston, Minn., we 

invite you to join in a Mass of 

Thanksgiving for Bishop 

Cozzens and his time serving 

our archdiocese. Gather for 

Mass at noon Nov. 28, at the 

Cathedral of Saint Paul. A re-

ception will follow for people to 

greet him from 1 to 4 PM.  

 

END OF YEAR of ST. JOE 
7:00 PM December 8 at the 

Cathedral: Join Archbishop 

Hebda and Catholics through-

out the Archdiocese at this 

Mass to close the Year of Saint 

Joseph. Find more ways to 

celebrate the Year of Saint Jo-

seph at archspm.org/stjoseph.  

 

STEWARDSHIP FORMS 

DUE DEC. 22 
Stewardship and volunteer min-

istry forms are in the mail this 

week. Send them back by Dece-

ber 22. 

MUSIC FOR THANKSGIVING MASS 
9:00 AM Thursday, November 25 

Entrance: “Praise and Thanksgiving” #753 

“Gloria” Mass of Christ Light of Nations #351 

Psalm 138: “Lord, I Thank You” #108, ref. 1 vs. 1-3 

Gospel Acclamation: Mass of Christ Light of Nations #352 

Offertory: “For the Beauty of the Earth” #734 

“Eucharistic Prayer” Mass of Christ Light of Nations #354 

(Memorial Acclamation B) #356 and #358  

“Lamb of God” Mass of Christ Light of Nations #359 

Communion: “Come, You Thankful People, Come” #752 

Recessional: “Let All Things Now Living” #747 

*At some Masses, music might vary; the Parish Office will 

be closed November 25 and 26. 

mailto:psdanielson@msn.com
https://www.archspm.org/stjoseph


Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Yet another beautiful Minnesota autumn 

has come and gone, and we are in the 

throes of preparation! On November 28 

we begin our Advent season, the annual 

reminder of God’s call to patience, won-

der and joy, as we anticipate the coming 

of the Christ child, our Lord and Savior, 

on Christmas Day. In this spirit I want to 

share updates to our Pastoral Planning 

Process, which we began with a parish-

wide survey back in fall 2017, identifying 

the goals of Welcoming, Stewardship, 

Finances, and School and Church Unity.  

This week all parishioners receive our 

annual Parish Financial Summary. Our 

interim business administrator, Sue 

Reinart, along with guidance from our 

school principal, parish trustees and Fi-

nance Council, has done an excellent job 

in summarizing this complex information 

into what I believe is a very thorough ex-

planation of the current state of the par-

ish and the school. As you are reviewing 

these materials, please keep in mind they 

reflect fiscal year 2021 (July 2020 

through June 2021), which ran the length 

of the pandemic and while we were in 

dispensation from Mass. Clearly the aid 

of government subsidies, loans and 

grants helped our financial results this 

past year. For that we are grateful. I am 

so pleased to report that even without 

the government aid our financial result is 

almost completely balanced: one of our 

last remaining check points on our Pas-

toral Planning goals. We are now tasked 

to maintain an even approach to our fi-

nances, keeping a careful eye on our min-

istries’ cashflow, participation and giving 

while still providing robust and vibrant 

offerings in all avenues of parish life.  

School and Church Unity is and must 

continue to be at the forefront of our 

minds and mission here at Saint John’s. 

We have seen an increase in school en-

rollment, going from 156 PreK-8 just two 

years ago to our current total of 225 stu-

dents. The school is our largest parish 

ministry. Its mix of Catholic and non-

Catholic families provides a daily oppor-

tunity to share the love of Jesus Christ 

with all our brothers and sisters. I am 

continually impressed with the efforts 

principal Dan Hurley has made in in-

creasing our school’s Catholic identity 

over the past four-and-a-half years, which 

at its very core must be offering opportu-

nities to encounter Christ’s love in our 

daily lives. This school year saw nine 

new staff members come on board who 

are rounding out an already incredible 

team of teachers and aides, all commit-

ted to this apostolic mission. New initia-

tives and policies reflecting the critical 

nature of human dignity are underway, 

and Dan is even teaching an addendum 

religion course himself. 

The pandemic did take its toll on our 

efforts of Stewardship and Welcoming, 

however. As we navigate these waters of 

fluctuating Mass attendance and a slow 

return to more in-person parish activities, 

it is important that we reassess and re-

spond. As such, I’m excited to share that 

beginning after the Christmas season we 

will be looking for individuals interested 

in sharing ideas or volunteering in either 

Welcoming or Stewardship. We will not 

be forming new committees, merely 

seeking your thoughts and perhaps a 

volunteer hour here or there, in an area 

for which you have a particular passion. .  

Additionally, as I mentioned at the time 

of our Fall Festival, we celebrate 170 

years as a parish community this year. 

To commemorate, we have a keepsake 

gift for each of you that we will be shar-

ing in the Christmas season. The Parish 

Library will re-open, effective at the end 

of January. The library is moving from 

the Lower Church and now will be 

housed in the Fireside Room off of our 

Gathering Space.  

In closing, I want to offer my prayers 

for our entire parish community, but also 

for every single one of you, individually. 

Each of you is a beloved child of God, 

with unique and innate gifts that are un-

like those of anyone else. May you, 

through the grace of God and prayer, 

continue to unlock the secrets of your 

gifts and be given the grace of fortitude 

to share those gifts within our parish 

community and beyond.  

Happy Thanksgiving and Blessed Advent, 

Father Tom Balluff, pastor 

QUARTERLY PASTORAL 
PLANNING UPDATE 
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21: FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY 
8:30 AM  Mass | Church 

10:30 AM  Mass | Church  

4:00 PM  Turkey Bingo | School Gym 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22 
8:00 AM  Communion Service | Church 

6:00 PM  Cub Scouts | School Gym 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
7:30 AM  Confession | Church 

7:30 AM  M.S. Confessions & Coffee | Church 

8:00 AM  Mass | Church 

8:30 AM  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotion | Church 

5:30 PM  Contemporary Choir Rehearsal | Church 

6:30 PM  Finance Council | Holy Family Room 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24 
9:10 AM  All School Mass | Church 

7:30 PM  AA Meeting | Lower Church 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25: THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
9:00 AM  Mass | Church 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26: PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
7:30 AM  Confession | Church 

8:00 AM  Mass | Church 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27 
3:30 PM  Confession | Church 

4:30 PM  Mass | Church and Live Streamed 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28: DISCIPLESHIP SUNDAY 
8:30 AM  Mass | Church 

9:30 AM  Catechesis of the Good Shepherd | Atrium 

9:30 AM  Family Discipleship | Lower Church 

9:30 AM  Discipleship Sunday: St. Nick | Lower Church 

10:30 AM  Mass | Church  

COMING UP THIS WEEK 



REGISTER AND SAVE: WINTER FAITH CAMP 
Winter Faith Camp will be Feb 18-21, 2022, at Camp Cour-

age. Register by December 15 to get $20 off the $190 fee. 

Learn more at sjolc.org/wfc. 

 

NEXT LEVEL: HIGH SCHOOL TRIP TO A 

CHRISTMAS CAROL RSVP DUE DEC. 1 
Next Level high school formation group is hosting some 

exciting opportunities for our Saint John’s high schoolers.  

Next up? Join us December 11 for The Christmas Carol at 

Open Window Theater in Inver Grove Heights. Our caravan 

departs at 1:00 PM for the 2:00 show. Afterwards, if time 

permits, grab a coffee and snacks followed by 5:00 PM 

Mass at St. Patrick’s. RSVP for this event by December 1.  

Our pre-purchased tickets are filling up fast! Contact Brid-

get at 651-468-6777 or bridy83@gmail.com; Laura at 651 

288-3270 or lharaldson@stjohnsoflc.org.  

 

STEUBENVILLE REGISTRATION   
Steubenville Conference in St. Paul is July 29-31 at St. 

Thomas University. High schoolers stay on campus in 

dorms! We have limited spots reserved, so let Joe Block 

know that you will be attending asap.  

 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL EXTREME FAITH 
CAMP: REGISTRATION IS COMING SOON! 
Early bird specials for EFC will close this coming month. 

Check out www.sjolc.org/extreme-faith-camp-gr-6-8 for 

updates and specials. 

 

LIVING OUR FAITH 
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FAITH FORMATION 

All activities in the 

Lower Church 

DISCIPLESHIP “ALA CARTE” 

8:30 AM: Contemporary Choir 

10:30 AM: Philosophical & Logical 

Proof of God   

mailto:bridy83@gmail.com
mailto:lharaldson@stjohnsoflc.org
https://magiscenter.com/7-essential-modules/
https://magiscenter.com/7-essential-modules/


PARISH INFORMATION 
PARISH REGISTRATION: All those 

interested in joining the parish are 

invited to call the parish office to 

register. Please contact us at 651-484-

2708.  

VISITING THE SICK: Visiting the sick 

is a corporal work of mercy and 

something we want to help 

with! Procedures for ministry to those 

who are homebound, sick or in 

hospitals varies depending on 

location. Please contact the parish 

office if you would like to schedule a 

visit for yourself or a loved one.  

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGE: For 

questions or to set up a meeting, 

please contact Kay Wimer in our 

Parish Office, kwimer@sjolc.org or 

651-288-3271. 

Call the Parish Office: 651-484-2708 

Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Ps 93:1, 1-2, 

5 [1a]/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37 

Monday: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20/Dn 3:52, 

53, 54, 55, 56 [52b]/Lk 21:1-4 

Tuesday: Dn 2:31-45/Dn 3:57, 

58, 59, 60, 61 [59b]/Lk 21:5-11 

Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-

17, 23-28/Dn 3:62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 

67 [59b]/Lk 21:12-19 

Thursday: Dn 6:12-28/Dn 3:68, 

69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 [59b]/Lk 

21:20-28 

Friday: Dn 7:2-14/Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 

78, 79, 80, 81/Lk 21:29-33 

Saturday: Dn 7:15-27/Dn 3:82, 

83, 84, 85, 86, 87/Lk 21:34-36 

Next Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 

Thes 3:12—4:2/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 

10, 14 [1b]/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO NEED HEALING, INCLUDING  

Rita H., Kevin H., Steve L., Eric W., Mark F., Mary M., Diana C. 

and Mariano C. If you would like to add or remove a name from 

the prayer list, please contact our director of pastoral care, 

Deacon Eric Cooley, at ecooley@sjolc.org or call 651-288-3268. 

We will include names in this listing for two months.  

 
IN MEMORIAM 
As a faith community, it is important to hold each other in 
prayer, especially in difficult moments such as the death of a 
loved one. The families experience much comfort knowing that 
we are supporting them. Please pray for all the souls of the 
deceased and for their families. 
 

PRAYER NETWORK 
Parish teams pray on behalf of the entire parish for needs 

brought to them. One call begins the chain of prayers. Only a 

first name and the prayer need are given to preserve 

confidentiality. Please call Deacon Eric at 651-288-3268.  
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MASS 
INTENTIONS 
NOVEMBER 23—28 
 
TUESDAY,  
NOVEMBER 23 
Marlene Kelly 

WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 24 
Tony Conroy † 

THURSDAY,  
NOVEMBER 25 
Thanksgiving 

FRIDAY,  
NOVEMBER 26 
For the Parish 

SATURDAY,  
NOVEMBER 27 |  
4:30 PM 
Lois Cremisino †  

SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 28 | 
8:30 AM 
Louie and Lena LaCasse 

†  

SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 28 | 
10:30 AM 
Giovanna Spatola †  

STEWARDSHIP AROUND THE PARISH 

4:30 PM Sacristans: Be a doer behind 

the scenes; contact Ryan at 

rchimzar@sjolc.org. 

 

EMEs and Servers: With the return of 

these ministries, we’d love to boost our 

volunteer corps. Contact Ryan at 

rchimzar@sjolc.org. 

 

Youth Ministry Help: Want to serve but 

don’t want to teach? Be a hall monitor 

at Youth Group. Or consider donating 

snacks or juice boxes. Contact Joe at 

jblock@sjolc.org. 

PRAYER & WORSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

READINGS FOR THE  
WEEK OF NOVEMBER 21 


