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Prayer for Our Nation

O God, who arrange all things according to a wonderful design,

graciously receive the prayers we pour out to you for our country,

that, through the wisdom of its leaders and the integrity of its citizens,

harmony and justice may be assured

and lasting prosperity comes with peace.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son.

Entrance

On Jordan’s Bank

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry

Announces that the Lord is nigh;

Awake and hearken, for he brings

Glad tidings of the King of kings.

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;

Make straight the way for God within,

And let each heart prepare a home

Where such a mighty guest may come.

For you are our salvation, Lord,

Our refuge and our great reward;

Without your grace we waste away

Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

To heal the sick stretch out your hand,

and bid the fallen sinner stand;

Shine forth and let your light restore

Earth’s own true loveliness once more.

All praise to you, eternal Son,
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Whose advent has our freedom won,

Whom with the Father we adore,

And Holy Spirit, evermore.

Text: Jordanis oras praevia; Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. by John Chandler, 1806-1876, alt.

Tune: WINCHESTER NEW, LM; adapt. from Musikalisches Handbuch, Hamburg, 1690

Kyrie

Mass of Renewal (Stephan)

Kyrie, eleison.

Kyrie, eleison.

Christe, eleison.

Christe, eleison.

Kyrie, eleison.

Kyrie, eleison.

Music: Mass of Renewal; Curtis Stephan, b. 1973; choral arr. by Curtis Stephan and Ric Modlin, b. 1966,

© 2009, Curtis Stephan. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.

1st Reading

Is 11:1-10

On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse,

and from his roots a bud shall blossom.

The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him:

a spirit of wisdom and of understanding,

a spirit of counsel and of strength,

a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD,

and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD.

Not by appearance shall he judge,

nor by hearsay shall he decide,

but he shall judge the poor with justice,

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/11?1
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and decide aright for the land's afflicted.

He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked.

Justice shall be the band around his waist,

and faithfulness a belt upon his hips.

Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb,

and the leopard shall lie down with the kid;

the calf and the young lion shall browse together,

with a little child to guide them.

The cow and the bear shall be neighbors,

together their young shall rest;

the lion shall eat hay like the ox.

The baby shall play by the cobra's den,

and the child lay his hand on the adder's lair.

There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain;

for the earth shall be filled with knowledge of the LORD,

as water covers the sea.

On that day, the root of Jesse,

set up as a signal for the nations,

the Gentiles shall seek out,

for his dwelling shall be glorious.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 72: Every Nation on Earth (Joncas) (ref. II)

In his days justice will flourish;

In his days fullness of peace forevermore.

O God, with your judgment endow the king;

with your justice endow the king’s son.

With justice he will govern your people,

your afflicted ones with right judgment.

In his days justice will flourish;
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In his days fullness of peace forevermore.

Justice shall flow’r in his days,

lasting peace ‘til the moon be no more.

My he rule from sea to sea,

from the river to the ends of the earth.

In his days justice will flourish;

In his days fullness of peace forevermore.

The kings of Tarshish and the Isles offer gifts,

those from Seba and Arabia bring tribute.

All kings shall pay him their homage,

all nations shall serve him.

In his days justice will flourish;

In his days fullness of peace forevermore.

He rescues the poor when they cry out,

the afflicted with no one to help.

The lowly and poor he shall pity,

the lives of the poor he will save.

In his days justice will flourish;

In his days fullness of peace forevermore.

Text: Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Michael Joncas

Music: Michael Joncas

© 1987, 1994, GIA Publications, Inc.

2nd Reading

Rom 15:4-9

Brothers and sisters:

Whatever was written previously was written for our instruction,

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Romans/15?4
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that by endurance and by the encouragement of the Scriptures

we might have hope.

May the God of endurance and encouragement

grant you to think in harmony with one another,

in keeping with Christ Jesus,

that with one accord you may with one voice

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you,

for the glory of God.

For I say that Christ became a minister of the circumcised

to show God's truthfulness,

to confirm the promises to the patriarchs,

but so that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.

As it is written:

Therefore, I will praise you among the Gentiles

and sing praises to your name.

Gospel

Mt 3:1-12

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea

and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!"

It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he said:

A voice of one crying out in the desert,

Prepare the way of the Lord,

make straight his paths.

John wore clothing made of camel's hair

and had a leather belt around his waist.

His food was locusts and wild honey.

At that time Jerusalem, all Judea,

and the whole region around the Jordan

were going out to him

and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/3?1
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as they acknowledged their sins.

When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees

coming to his baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers!

Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?

Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance.

And do not presume to say to yourselves,

'We have Abraham as our father.'

For I tell you,

God can raise up children to Abraham from these stones.

Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees.

Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit

will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

I am baptizing you with water, for repentance,

but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I.

I am not worthy to carry his sandals.

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

His winnowing fan is in his hand.

He will clear his threshing floor

and gather his wheat into his barn,

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

Offertory Song

Comfort, Comfort, O My People

Comfort, comfort, O my people,

Speak of peace, now says our God.

Comfort those who sit in darkness,

Mourning under sorrow’s load.

Speak unto Jerusalem

Of the peace that waits for them.

Tell of all the sins I cover,

And that warfare now is over.
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Hark, the voice of one who’s crying

In the desert far and near,

Biding all to full repentance

Since the kingdom now is here.

Oh, that warning cry obey!

Now prepare for God a way!

Let the valleys rise to meet him

And the hills bow down to greet him.

O make straight what long was crooked,

Make the rougher places plain.

Let your hearts be true and humble,

As befits his holy reign.

For the glory of the Lord

Now o’er earth is shed abroad.

And all flesh shall see the token

That his word is never broken.

Text: Isaiah 40:1-8; Tröstet, tröstet, meine Lieben; Johann Olearius, 1611-1684; tr. by Catherine

Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

Tune: GENEVA 42, 8 7 8 7 77 88; Genevan Psalter, 1551; harm. adapt. from Claude Goudimel, 1505-1572

Act of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus,

I believe that You are present

in the Most Holy Sacrament.

I love You above all things,

and I desire to receive You into my soul.

Since I cannot at this moment

receive You sacramentally,

come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there

and unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You.
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Amen

Communion Song

All Who Hunger

All who hunger, gather gladly;

Holy manna is our bread.

Come from wilderness and wand’ring.

Here, in truth, we will be fed.

You that yearn for days of fullness,

All around us is our food.

Taste and see the grace eternal.

Taste and see that God is good.

Taste and see the grace eternal.

Taste and see that God is good.

All who hunger, never strangers;

Seeker, be a welcome guest.

Come from restlessness and roaming.

Here, in joy, we keep the feast.

We that once were lost and scattered

In communion’s love have stood.

Taste and see the grace eternal.

Taste and see that God is good.

Taste and see the grace eternal.

Taste and see that God is good.

All who hunger, sing together;

Jesus Christ is living bread.

Come from loneliness and longing.

Here, in peace, we have been led.
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Blest are those who from this table

Live their days in gratitude.

Taste and see the grace eternal.

Taste and see that God is good.

Taste and see the grace eternal.

Taste and see that God is good.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993, © 1991, GIA Publications, Inc.

Tune: GRACE ETERNAL, 8 7 8 7 8 7 with refrain; Bob Moore, b.1962, © 1993, GIA Publications, Inc.

Communion Meditation

Prepare the Way of the Lord

Prepare the way of the Lord.

Prepare the way of the Lord,

and all people will see

the salvation of our God.

Text: Luke 3:4, 6; Taize Community, 1984

Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

© 1984, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc., agent

Recessional

Canticle of the Turning

My soul cries out, with a joyful shout

that the God of my heart is great,

And my spirit sings of the wondrous things

that you bring to the ones who wait.

You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight,

and my weakness you did not spurn,

So from east to west shall my name be blest.

Could the world be about to turn?

My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
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Let the fires of your justice burn.

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,

And the world is about to turn!

Though I am small, my God, my all,

you work great things in me,

And your mercy will last from the depths of the past

to the end of the age to be.

Your very name puts the proud to shame,

and to those who would for you yearn,

You will show your might, put the strong to flight,

for the world is about to turn.

My heart shall sing of the day you bring.

Let the fires of your justice burn.

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,

And the world is about to turn!

Text: Luke 1:46-58; Rory Cooney, b.1952

Tune: STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN, Irregular with refrain; Irish melody; arr. by Rory Cooney, b.1952

© 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.


