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November 17, 2021 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Yet another beautiful Minnesota autumn has come and gone, and we are in the throes of preparation! 

On November 28 we begin our Advent season, the annual reminder of God’s call to patience, wonder 

and joy, as we anticipate the coming of the Christ child, our Lord and Savior, on Christmas Day. In this 

spirit I want to share updates to our Pastoral Planning Process, which we began with a parish-wide 

survey back in fall of 2017, identifying the goals of Welcoming, Stewardship, Finances, and School and 

Church Unity.  

Enclosed is our annual Parish Financial Summary. Our interim business administrator, Sue Reinart, along 

with guidance from our school principal, parish trustees and Finance Council, has done an excellent job 

in summarizing this complex information into what I believe is a very thorough explanation of the 

current state of the parish and the school. As you are reviewing these materials, please keep in mind 

they reflect fiscal year 2021 (July 2020 through June 2021), which ran the length of the pandemic and 

while we were in dispensation from Mass. Clearly the aid of government subsidies, loans and grants 

helped our financial results this past year. For that we are grateful. That being said, I am so very pleased 

to report that even without the government aid our financial result is almost completely balanced; one 

of our last remaining check points on our Pastoral Planning goals. We are now tasked to maintain an 

even approach to our finances, keeping a careful eye on our ministries’ cashflow, participation and 

giving while still providing robust and vibrant offerings in all avenues of parish life.  

A quick note about Sue: She truly is a blessing to our parish these past six months. Her tireless efforts 

have helped us tremendously, and even in an interim capacity she has helped shape the course of our 

parish for the better.  

School and church unity is and must continue to be at the forefront of   our minds and mission here at 

Saint John’s. We have seen an increase in school enrollment, going from 156 PreK-8 just two years ago 

to our current total of 225 students.  The school is our largest parish ministry. The mix of Catholic and 

non-Catholic families provides a daily opportunity to share the love of Jesus Christ with all our brothers 

and sisters.  I am continually impressed with the efforts principal Dan Hurley has made in increasing our 

school’s Catholic identity over the past four-and-a-half years, which at its very core must be offering 

opportunities to encounter Christ’s love in our daily lives. This school year saw nine new staff members 

come on board who are rounding out an already incredible team of teachers and aides, all committed to 

this apostolic mission. New initiatives and policies reflecting the critical nature of human dignity are 

underway, and Dan is even teaching an addendum religion course himself over the next couple of 

months. 

 



The pandemic did take its toll on our efforts of Stewardship and Welcoming, however. As we navigate 

these waters of fluctuating Mass attendance and a slow return to more in-person parish activities, it is 

important that we reassess and respond. As such, I’m excited to share that beginning after the 

Christmas season we will be looking for individuals interested in sharing ideas or volunteering in either 

Welcoming or Stewardship. We will not be forming new committees, merely seeking your thoughts and 

perhaps a volunteer hour here or there, in an area for which you have a particular passion. Please email 

me directly: pastor@sjolc.org.  

Additionally, as I mentioned at the time of our Fall Festival, we celebrate 170 years as a parish 

community this year. To commemorate, we have a keepsake gift for each of you that we will be sharing 

in the Christmas season. The Parish Library will re-open, effective at the end of January. The library is 

moving from the Lower Church and now will be housed in the Fireside Room off of our Gathering Space. 

Along with this it will include a “mini museum,” of sorts, commemorating our deep Saint John’s history 

here in Little Canada. Doughnut Sundays are coming back in the new year. And the annual Stewardship 

and Volunteer Ministry forms, also enclosed with this letter, will give you every opportunity to get 

involved. 

In closing, I want to offer my prayers for our entire parish community, but also for every single one of 

you, individually. Each of you is a beloved child of God, with unique and innate gifts that are unlike those 

of anyone else. May you, through the grace of God and prayer, continue to unlock the secrets of your 

gifts and be given the grace of fortitude to share those gifts within our parish community and beyond. 

Happy Thanksgiving and Blessed Advent, 

 

Father Tom Balluff 

Pastor 
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