
 
 
 

 

 

 

    Your words, Lord are spirit and Life (Psalm 18) 
 

Sunday is day of rejoicing. We gather to listen and make space for God in our lives. Whenever we earnestly open our hearts 
to the WORD of God and let it have an ‘impact’ on us, let it ‘move us’ into action or ‘stir us’ into activity, it will ‘keep us 
together’. It will bind us together as his people and enable us to work together for his kingdom. Our task is to ‘translate the 
text’ in our daily manner of life. 

One hundred years after the Babylonian exile, after the people of Israel had returned into the Promised Land, they still had 
not succeeded yet in organizing their life well. Everybody did as they like, there was a lot of stealing, violence and the poor 
exploited shamelessly. Ezra (priest scribe) and Nehemiah (Governor of Judah) try to find a solution by going to the root 
cause of this evil. The root cause was ‘ignorance’. People were not wicked as such, but they simply did not know the Law 
and commandments. Ezra and Nehemiah become ‘leaders’. The people resolve to ‘read’ and ‘study’ the Torah, then they 
‘understood’ their history. It had an impact on them and moved them to act and change. 

Luke begins his gospel with a narrative of events as they were unfolding. The events are narrated in an orderly fashion. He 
details the ‘program’ of Jesus life ministry. Hence Jesus reads from the Scroll, as tells his mission (also the mission of all 
who follow him): 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. 

Jesus will ‘translate the text’ in his daily life. Translating the text –the Word of God we hear, reading and studying it, letting 
it have an ‘impact’, ‘move us’, ‘stir us’ into action and activity is our challenge. This is not easy as Paul in the second 
reading testifies and so where are we to start? Read and study ‘the Word’. Make space for God. ‘Bring Sunday back’ in your 
family, make it part of your family schedule and routine. Secondly, let not the Word be a ‘dead letter, allow it to make an 
‘impact’, ‘move’ you and ‘stir’ you into activity. Try to ‘translate the text’ into your daily manner of life. 
 

Have a Blessed week in the Lord! 
  

The Blessing of Throats 
Saint Blaise was the bishop of Sebaste in Armenia during the fourth century. Very little is 
known about his life. According to various accounts he was a physician before becoming a 
bishop. His religion spread throughout the entire Church in the Middle Ages because he was 
reputed to have miraculously cured a little boy who nearly died because of a fishbone in his 
throat. From the eighth century he has been invoked on behalf of the sick, especially those 
afflicted with illnesses of the throat. 
 

Details regarding the miraculous healing of the boy vary. One account relates that the miracle occurred during the journey to 
take Blaise to prison when he placed his hand on the boy's head and prayed; another that the miracle happened while Blaise 
was in prison when he picked up two candles provided to him and formed a cross around the boy's throat.  
 

The use of candles for the blessing of throats stems from the candles that Blaise used while in prison. When an old woman's 
pig had been miraculously rescued from a wolf by Saint Blaise, she would visit him in prison, bringing him food and candles 
to bring him light in his dark cell.  
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A ‘Note of Thanks’ to these fine 
sponsors, without their support our 

bulletin would not be possible. 
Please thank them with your 

patronage. 
For ad information call the parish 

office 978-582-4008 
 

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from, 

or heal from abusive relationships 
*Counseling *Court Advocacy *Emergency Shelter 

*Community Education *24-hour hotline  (978-537-8601) 
For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 
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817 Massachusetts Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 
       Children Ages:                                        Open 
       2.9 through 7 years                                 7:30AM-5:30 PM 
 

 

Luke 4:18 
He has anointed me 
to bring glad tidings. 

 

Gospel of the Week 
Luke 1:14; 4:14-21 
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PASTOR: Rev. Anthony Mpagi 978-582-4008  
stbonifaceparish@comcast.net 
STAFF: 
• Administrative Asst.: Nancy Wessells  978-582-4008  

stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
• Religious Education Office: stboniface-reled@verizon.net 

Contact:Lucy Marcil 978-696-5230 lmarcil419@gmail.com 
• Music Ministry: Claire Garrity Neas 617-823-4237 
• Sacristan: Louise Nadeau  
• Building & Grounds: Greg Cucchiara 
• Ministry Schedule: Jacquie Cronin 978-582-7040 
• Early Childhood PreK: Nina Charpentier  978-582-7110    
 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome packets are available at 
the entrances of the church. Call or stop by the Parish office to 
register.  
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Please call the parish office to 
make arrangements for the Sacrament of Baptism (978-582-
4008).  
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) 
welcomes all who may be interested in learning more About 
the Catholic Faith. For more information contact Fr. Anthony 
Mpagi at stbonifaceparish@comcast.net 2 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the 
Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at 
least one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to 
allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the 
marriage preparation process. It is important that arrangements 
be made with the church before 'plans are made with reception 
halls, caterers, etc. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  
Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know 
needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry 
of those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact 
Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com  
 
 

LUNENBURG PUBLIC ACCESS TV 
St Boniface Mass from the previous week will be broadcast at 
10:45 every Sunday on Lunenburg Public Access Channel 9 
...anyone interested in helping video tape should contact ... 
tmurphyesq@aol.com 
 

 
SICK OR HOMEBOUND We would like to bring them 
Communion and minister to them on a regular basis either at 
home or in a health care facility. Please call the parish office 
978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at 
stbonifaceparish@comcast.net or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  
nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
In Service to One. In Service to all. 
The members of St. Boniface Knights of 
Columbus Council #16480 meet in the Parish 

Hall on the first Wednesday of each month at 7pm. Any 
Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the 
Knights should contact Grand Knight James Dijak (978) 
534-7956 or Deputy Grand Knight  Brian Cusick (978) 534-
2326, or you can email the Council at  
kofc16480@gmail.com 
 

 

 
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 

4PM Saturday Vigil Mass 
8am & 10:30am Sunday Morning Mass 

 
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE 

All Masses are at 6:30pm  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
8am-12pm & 1-4pm 

 

 
 

2018 ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE 
 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the Grand 
Annual Appeal. 67 parishioners have contributed 
$39,600.00 towards our goal of $55,000. We ask 
that you prayerfully consider contributing to this 
important appeal. Pledge forms are located in the 
pews. They may be returned by placing it in the 
collection basket or mailed to the parish office.  
 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MEETING - PLEASE JOIN US!  
Social Justice will meet at St. Boniface on January 28th 
at 7PM in the church hall. Our two biggest, long-
standing activities is monthly dinner at Our Fathers 
House and a rotation of weekly meals every two months 
at a local family shelter (MIHN). Our annual 
recognition of domestic violence comes out of this 
committee as well.  
 

It’s time to review our commitments and we would like 
to invite others in the parish who would like to be 
involved in social justice activities. There is more we 
could do if parishioners have the interest and time to 
explore new ways we can make an impact. 
 
 
 

 
Working with the Word 
Third Sunday of Ordinary Time C  
January 27, 2019 
Reading I: Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 
Responsorial Psalm: 19:8, 9, 10, 15 
Reading II: 1 Corinthians 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27 
Gospel: Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 
 

Focusing the Gospel 
 
Key words and phrases: have been fulfilled, 
investigating everything accurately anew, realize the 
certainty, power of the Spirit, bring glad tidings, 
fulfilled in your hearing 
 

To the point: Luke portrays Jesus as One who had a 
clear understanding of who he was and his mission. 
Who he was: the One “in the power of the Spirit.” His 
mission: “to bring glad tidings” to the poor, captives, 
blind, oppressed. Luke also had a clear understanding 
of who he was and his mission: he investigated 
“everything accurately anew” in order to proclaim the 
Good News. From the very beginning, what Jesus came 
to fulfill has been observed, treasured, handed down. 
Now we ourselves are to be the bearers of the Good 
News so that others may “realize the certainty” of the 
story we have received. 
 

Connecting the Gospel …  
… to the First Reading: Nehemiah provides details that 
assure the people the words proclaimed by Ezra were, 
indeed, the words of God. As Jesus proclaimed glad 
tidings “in the power of the Spirit,” so must our 
proclamation of the Good News come from the Spirit 
who dwells within us. The details of our daily living 
must assure others that the words we proclaim are, 
indeed, from God. 
… to experience: We are all familiar with the power of 
words to shape our identity and way of life. Society 
offers conflicting messages that often pull us in many 
directions. In the midst of all these competing words, 
God’s word is the true source of our identity as 
Christian people. 
 
 

 

Welcome Back and Happy 
New Year 

It is so good that we are all back to 
business this week. We are in the 
homestretch but that does not 
mean we are slowing down. We 
made it through the Christmas 
season and now we are headed to 
Lent. All classes resume this week. 

Grades 1-6 will begin in the church at 9 a.m.  Grade 9 will 
meet in the hall from 6-7 p.m. Confirmation will meet in the 
classrooms from 6-7:30 p.m.  

Some important dates to remember that are upcoming.  
PLEASE mark your calendars and make every effort to 
attend any specials Masses or community gatherings. 
 

Sun Feb 5 Hospitality and Grades 5/6 Class 
Mass 10:30 AM 

Sat Feb 9 Renewal of Vows – 4pm Mass 
Dinner to follow in the hall 

Sun  Feb 17 NO CLASS:  February break 
Sun Feb 24 Classes resume Grades 1-6; 9 & 

Confirmation 
Sun  Mar 3 Hospitality  

Rite of Election Mass –
Confirmation 10:30AM 
Sponsors/Family must be present 
at this Mass 

Wed Mar 6 Ash Wednesday – 7pm Mass 
Grades 1-10. All students must 
make an effort to attend. 

Sun Mar 10 Grade 4 Class Mass 10:30 AM 
Sat Mar 30 The Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage  

4PM Brought to us by the Our 
Lady of Lourdes Hospitality North 
American Volunteers 

Sun Apr 7 Hospitality & Grade 3 Class Mass 
Sun  Apr 14 Palm Sunday Mass  8 & 10:30am 
Apr 18 – 21 Holy Week & Easter  
Sat May 4 First Communion 10:30 AM 
Sun  May 5 Hospitality & Last Class  

Grades 1-9 
Mon May 13 Confirmation 7PM St. Cecilia 
Sat May 18 Catechist Appreciation Dinner 

with Mass at 4pm (Families are 
welcome 

 

It has been such a great year so far. I know that we will 
end on a good note. Please do not hesitate to email or  
call if you have any questions or concerns.  
Thank you,  
Lucy Marcil 

MASS INTENTION 
Sun Jan 27 8am Anne Rivard, by Ray and Mary Powers 
  10:30am Paul Marien, (9th Anniv) by his loving family 
Sat Feb 2 4pm Louis Arruda(14th Anniv) by the family 
Sun Feb 3 8am Anne Rivard, by the Dillon Family 
Sat Feb 9 4pm Michael Brisson,(5th Anniv) by his mother Louise 
Sun Feb 10 8am Donald Thorne, by Annette Dillon 
Sat Feb 16 4pm John McCabe, by the Peplowski Family 
Sun Feb 17 8am Anne Rivard, by Pat Paton 
Sat Feb 23 4pm Kenny Herrmann, by the Martin & Reinbold 

families 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
Weekend January 20, 2018 

Sunday Ordinary:                                             $1,514.00 
Maintenance:                                                         25.00 
Fuel Collection:                                                550.00 
Total Contributions:                                      $2,089.00 

 
Thank you for your continued support! 
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