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A ‘Note of Thanks’ to these fine 
sponsors, without their support our 

bulletin would not be possible. Please 
thank them with your patronage. 

For ad information call the parish 
office 978-582-4008 
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Helping area women, to survive, emerge from, 

or heal from abusive relationships 
*Counseling *Court Advocacy *Emergency Shelter 
*Community Education *24-hour hotline  (978-537-

8601) 
For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter ~ May 26, 2019 
From the Desk of the Pastor 

 
The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything (John 14: 26) 
  
Last weekend I pleaded that we reach our goal for Partners in Charity and we did.  By Monday morning we had reached 
our goal. Our parish has some of the most generous people, for this we are truly blessed. 
 

The summer schedule starts this weekend. We have done this for years and I have maintained this change because our 
numbers drop off after CCD ends and as the good weather starts.  How are we to pay our bills with less people at 
church? Many of us have always accommodated this change and adjusted their schedule to be at the Saturday 4pm or the 
Sunday 9am masses.  
 

The first week of June, all priests will be at the Presbyteral Assembly.  No Daily Masses are celebrated in the Diocese. 
We shall have No Daily Mass that week. 
 
The word ‘crisis’ has become a commonly used word today. It is often repeated in the news and on Television: political 
crisis, economic crisis, financial crisis, health crisis, etc.  The Christian community in its early years faced a major 
‘crisis’, a problem that threatened to separate Christian from Christian and split the Church.  It was a problem of 
inclusion.  
 

The first Christians were of Jewish background.  Jesus was Jewish.  The Jesus movement was seen as an internal 
renewal movement of Jewishness. As the faith grew and spread, more and more non-Jews (Gentiles), were attracted to 
Christianity and they were soon the majority of the new converts. What were the pioneer Christians to do with all these 
people?  They felt uncomfortable with the influx. Are they going to take over? The pioneer Christians impose strict 
rules: in order to become Christian one must first become Jewish (the ritual of circumcision). Paul, however and a few 
others refuse this burden to be put on others. Peter and Paul clashed. In order to solve this problem, they must go up to 
Jerusalem and meet the Apostles and Elders. It is through coming together, prayer and the Holy Spirit that they agree to 
change.  
 

The Apostles and the community task themselves to live in a new way.  The Resurrection of Jesus must bear fruit in the 
way they relate amongst themselves.  The presence of the risen Christ must be a unifying factor, resolve conflicts and 
foster dialogue and community.  Listening to the Spirit becomes a way of discerning and deciding matters in the 
Christian community. 
 

Who is this Holy Spirit? The scriptures refer to the Holy Spirit as: A presence, a power, a force and indwelling of God, 
an advocate, a consoler. The Holy Spirit through his gifts of wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, 
piety, and fear of the Lord bring us to the awareness of what God’s will is and how to discern it in our everyday lives. 
 

The challenge of the readings is to release the spirit in and through us.  Allow the spirit to work through us.  If we do so, 
we will see a change in our attitudes towards others, in our families, neighborhoods and cities.  They will be places of 
communion, dialogue and peace. 
  
Happy Memorial Day! 
Fr. Anthony 

 

Prayer for Memorial Day 
God of power and mercy, you destroy war and put down earthly pride. 
Banish violence from our midst and wipe away our tears, that we may all 
deserve to be called your sons and daughters. Keep in your mercy those 
men and women who have died in the cause of freedom and bring them 
safely into your kingdom of justice and peace. We ask this though Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

Saint Boniface Church 
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website:  www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday – Wednesday 8:00am – 4:00 pm (Closed 12:00pm-1:00pm) 

 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 
Sunday:  8:00 am & 10:30am   
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
 
Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00am  (Begins Memorial Day weekend, ending Labor 
Day Weekend)  
 
Weekday Masses: 8:00am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  Infant 
and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 
FIRST EUCHARIST  Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 
Eucharist in grade two. 
 
CONFIRMATION  Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For young 
adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
  
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year 
prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation process. It is 
important that arrangements be made with the church before 'plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 
ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net or 
Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 
PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who 
pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480   In Service to One. In Service to all.  The members meet in the Parish 
Hall on the first Wednesday of each month at 7pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights 
should contact Grand Knight James Dijak (978) 534-7956 or Deputy Grand Knight  Brian Cusick (978) 534-2326, or you can 
email the Council at  kofc16480@gmail.com 

 
PARISH STAFF:   
Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor     978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
Nancy Wessells Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-696-5230 lmarcil419@gmail.com 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry  617-823-4237  
Greg Cucchiara, Building & Grounds 978-400-1294 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan   
Jacquie Cronin, Ministry Schedule  978-582-7040  
Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK  978-582-7110  

 
Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that we can stay 

in touch with you via email with Faith Formation news, notice of special events, volunteer opportunities and more. 
Registration forms are available at doors of the church or on our website.  

 
Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue any verification of your status 

as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters. 
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LUNENBURG PUBLIC ACCESS TV 

St Boniface Mass from the previous 
week will be broadcast at 10:45 every 
Sunday on Lunenburg Public Access 

Channel 9 ...anyone interested in 
helping video tape should contact 

tmurphyesq@aol.com 
 

 
 

THANKS to your 
generosity we have 
reached our goal! 

$23,556.00! 
 

 
 
 

 

 
We commit to give thanks to God who has blessed us with his 
generosity. To be Christian is to give. The Sunday offerings 
are a portion of our blessings that we give to God (Church) in 
gratitude to what God has done for us. Our contributions are 
used to further the good works of Jesus Christ in the 
community and to grow the mission of the Gospel in our area.  
 
• Sunday Offerings are the financial life blood of our parish. 
 These weekly offerings are needed to pay the operational bills 
of our parish facilities: our church building, rectory, and the 
grounds and the remuneration of Church employees. 
 

• We do not receive any funding from the Diocese of Worcester or the Vatican to maintain Saint Boniface. This is 
the sole responsibility of our parish, its members, and the Catholic community around us.  
  

• This is an annual commitment by each of us to support our parish in a weekly manner.  This commitment should 
not be attendance driven.  Just as a household, our parish bills never stop. 
 

• We ask that you prayerfully examine your personal finances to look for an opportunity to lend regular support to 
Saint Boniface Parish. 

Thank you for your commitment and offerings to Saint Boniface. 

 
CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY FAMILY 
Help strengthen families and revitalize our parishes. Knights of Columbus councils will 
invite each family in their parish to consecrate themselves to the Holy Family and to devote 
themselves to the ideal model of familial love set by Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  St. Boniface 
will hold the CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY FAMILY program on Father’s Day June 
16, 2019 @ the 9:00am Mass, with a special focus and prayer. In this prayer, we ask for the 
aid or intercession of the perfect son Jesus Christ, Mary the perfect mother, and Joseph who 
is a model for every father.  Please attend. 

How is the Holy Spirit inspiring you to serve God’s mission? 
 
 Michael Simone May 17, 2019 
 
The earliest Christians believed that Christ, although no longer present in the flesh, remained 
among them. Many words described this presence, but one of the most common was Spirit. New 
Testament writers, although they came from a variety of backgrounds and wrote at different times, 

spoke of two important roles for the Spirit. It drew the individual into the eternal life of Christ, and it drew the risen 
Christ into the earthly life of the individual. 

The Spirit is a well-known power in the Hebrew Scriptures. It is the divine “breath” that animated Adam and Eve. The 
Spirit of the Lord inspired any who served God’s mission. It gave speech to Israel’s prophets, wisdom to its kings and 
valor to its warriors. 

The best-known New Testament account of the Spirit appears in this Sunday’s first reading. Amid imagery reminiscent 
of God’s appearance on Sinai, the disciples received what Luke calls “holy Spirit.” Luke’s phrase, not common in the 
Hebrew Scriptures, refers certainly to the “Spirit of God” found in ancient texts but also possibly to the “Spirit of the 
Holy Place,” i.e., the divine presence in the Jerusalem Temple. In Luke’s mind, the Spirit that had once dwelt in the 
Temple had now taken up residence among Christ’s disciples. God had drawn Aaron and his sons into the divine 
presence once yearly; now Christ’s disciples dwelled permanently in the Spirit. Although they were one in Christ, the 
Spirit did not abrogate their individuality. The disciples spoke in many languages to communicate the story of God’s 
mighty deeds. 

Paul likewise understands a twofold role for the Spirit, as both options for the second reading describe. Baptism draws 
Christ’s disciples into one Spirit, which is Christ’s own life. Christ has conquered death, so participation in his Spirit is 
salvation from death. But participation in this Spirit does not result in an army of disembodied clones. The Spirit gives 
each believer a different gift to share. It will also raise each individual body to new life on the last day. 

John, too, understands the Spirit as mediator of a twofold relationship between Christ and his disciples. In one of this 
Sunday’s Gospel options, Jesus literally “breathes” his Spirit into the disciples, mirroring the life God shared with Adam 
and Eve. Christ’s gift conferred the ability to forgive sins on God’s behalf. In this Sunday’s other Gospel option, Jesus 
promises that whoever loves him and keeps his commandments will become a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. In 
John’s mind this indwelling Spirit is the very presence of the Father and Son united in love for each other. 

The seasons of Lent and Easter turn our attention to this twofold gift. During Lent, we put aside the habits that hinder 
our ability to share Christ’s life. The joy of Easter, meanwhile, allows the vigor of Christ’s life to thrive anew within us. 
Like the first Christians on Pentecost, we have new gifts with which to communicate divine love to all we meet. Through 
the work of the Spirit, God draws near to creation and breathes life into it anew. 

This article also appeared in print, under the headline "And Dwelt Among Us," in the May 27, 2019 issue. 

 
Next Sunday June 2, 2019: Gospel John 17:20-26 
 
Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed saying: "I pray not only for these, 
but also for those who will believe in me through their word, so that they 
may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be 
in us, that the world may believe that you sent me. And I have given them 
the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and 
you in me, that they may be brought to perfection as one, that the world may 
know that you sent me, and that you loved them even as you loved me. 
Father, they are your gift to me. I wish that where I am they also may be 
with me, that they may see my glory that you gave me, because you loved 
me before the foundation of the world. Righteous Father, the world also does 
not know you, but I know you, and they know that you sent me. I made 
known to them your name and I will make it known, that the love with 
which you loved me may be in them and I in them." 

MASS INTENTION 
Sun May 26 9am Patricia Alario, by Joan Pena & Jeff 

Resnick 
Sun June 2 9am Richard & Frances Hebert, by the 

Laford family 

Sun June 9 9am Antoinette Grasso, by Joan Pena & Jeff 
Resnick 

Sat June 22 4pm Joseph McBride, by Shirley & Kathy 
McBride 

Weekend May 19, 2019 
 
 

Sunday Ordinary: $7,262.00 
Easter Offering: 10.00 
Fuel 5.00 
Total Contributions: $7,287.00 

 
Thank you for your continued support!   
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       BEFORE MASS… 
                 …TALK TO GOD 
 
      DURING MASS… 
               …LISTEN TO GOD 
 
      AFTER MASS… 
                …TALK TO YOUR  
                   NEIGHBOR 

 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK 
 
May 26. For many years after his student days, Saint Philip Neri lived as a layman 
engaged in prayer and apostolic works in Rome. During this time, he attracted many to 
join him—poor and rich. After ordination, he became a noted confessor and eventually 
founded the Oratory, a religious institute, with some of his followers. 
 
 
 
May 27. Saint Augustine of Canterbury, a monk, was the first bishop of Canterbury. 
While he only labored for another eight years after establishing the diocese, his 
influence lives on. Part of his success, limited though it was, was due to his 
compassionate approach to the local peoples. 
 
 
 
 
May 28. Born in Haiti and brought to New York City as a slave, Venerable Pierre 
Toussaint lived an exemplary Catholic life both before and after gaining his freedom. 
Married and then widowed, Pierre continued his charitable works well into his elder 
years. He originally was buried outside St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral, a church to which 
he was once refused entrance because of his race. 
 
 
 
May 29. Saint Madeleine Sophie Barat lived in France during the French Revolution. 
Concerned about the education of children, especially girls, and feeling a call to the 
religious life, she founded the Society of the Sacred Heart. The sisters worked for the 
education of the poor and ran boarding schools for the well-to-do. 
 
 
 
May 30. Saint Joan of Arc has been the subject of many plays and books, and her life 
is riddled with legend. But we know that she was a very spiritual young woman who 
led the French in battle against the English. In a politically motivated trial, Joan was 
condemned to death and burned at the stake.  

 
 
 

 
 

CONDOLENCES 
 

Our Parish Extends its sympathy & prayers 
 

 to the families of 
 

Kathleen Cronin and Christopher Bedard 
 

May they rest in peace. 

 
From the Religious Education Desk… 
 
As the year wraps up, I would like to thank the dedicated individuals who stepped forward 
to be our Catechists this year. 25 years ago I became a member here. My daughter had just 
begun first grade. She had a wonderful catechist that inspired her to come each week. The 

following year, I was “told” that I would be teaching. What a blessing that was? I do not think that I would have 
chosen that path for me at that time in my life.  I had been away from the church for a while and was still figuring 
out where I belonged – even if I did.  
 
Well, as you can see, the experience changed my life forever.  I don’t know what I would have done without my 
faith and my church family.  We have all shared so much together. We are each other’s strength. That is what you 
get from being involved fully with your church and to the best of your abilities.  Am I theologian? I am very far 
from that but I know what I believe and I am not afraid to share it with others. I challenge all of you to think about 
where you belong in the church. Is God the center of your life?  
 
The catechists are ordinary people, like all of us, doing extraordinary deeds. The children love them and looked up 
to them and we at the parish cherish their commitment. We did not scare any of them away, either – they will all be 
back next year. And how blessed we are.  
 
If you are sitting out there and you are thinking about what the next step is for you in your faith journey, possibly it 
is giving more to the church in the form of sharing your faith. I guarantee you that you will be the one who comes 
away more fulfilled and closer to God than you can ever imagine. All religious education classes will be on Sunday 
morning next year. So prayerfully consider joining us. For those of you who cannot teach or volunteer with our 
program, please pray that we may find the resources to reach as many of our youth as we can. The program keeps 
getting bigger and bigger – we are thriving and growing. We are blessed. I know that you join me in saying thank 
you to these dedicated folks. They are truly modern role models of Jesus in the world today.  
 
Call or email me for more information. Again, thank you all and God Bless.  
Lucy Marcil 

 
 
 

The Feast of the Ascension of our Lord.  
 
Wednesday May 29, 6.30pm we will celebrate 
 the Vigil Mass for the feast of the Ascension. 
 
There will be no morning Mass that day. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
WELCOME  to the newest member of our Parish Family 
 who received the Sacrament of Baptism recently: 
 
                                Jack McQuaid 


	Prayer for Memorial Day

