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The disciples approached Jesus, "Dismiss the crowd...five loaves  

and two fishes are all we have..." (Luke 9, 11-17) 
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A ‘Note of Thanks’ to these fine 

sponsors, without their support our 

bulletin would not be possible. Please 

thank them with your patronage. 

For ad information call the parish 

office 978-582-4008 
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The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 
(Corpus Christi) 

 

From the Desk of the Pastor 

 

Dismiss the crowd… five loaves and two fish is all we have, unless we ourselves go and buy food for these 

people (Luke 9: 13) 

  
The Gospel we listen to on this Corpus Christi Sunday is well known. Who of us hasn’t imagined how Jesus 

really does this (feeding five thousand with five loaves and two fish??).  We even wishful think to see this repeat 

in our own lives as we bring our concerns and needs to God. The real point however of the Gospel reading lies 

much deeper beyond the miracle. (The miracle is secondary). 

And so what is the real point of the story? 
 

The twelve approach Jesus as the day come to a close (a late hour). They ask Jesus to dismiss the crowd. “Let 

them go find lodging and provisions for themselves” [so un-prepared!!].  Jesus replies “give them some food 

yourselves”. [Find something…; can we do something before we just dismiss them…]. There is a sensitivity that 

Jesus displays, a sense of solidarity, an instinct to care and share, which the twelve must learn. This is the real 

point. The meal (bread) is a sign of solidarity.  For Jesus, all must have; no one should be left without. Use the 

little you have, to always share and give. 
 

The disciple of Christ must be committed to a new attitude of living, where ‘to receive means to give’. To 

belong means to share.  Jesus himself gives his life as a gift for us.  As God does not close the door to us, so 

must we not to others. 
 

From the earliest days of Christianity to today, Christians struggle with ‘sharing’. It is much easier to exclude, to 

dismiss, and not to be bothered by the concerns of others.  How often we say we stand for unity, sharing, 

equality and on the other hand tolerate hate and selfish accumulation of goods. The individualistic (selfishness) 

tendency in society can also be found in a Christian community 

. 

We are invited and challenged to grow in ‘breaking bread’ with others, especially the less fortunate. This begins 

with learning to be bothered by the plight of others. Watching that a dismissive attitude does not creep up in us, 

too. As you receive, so you are to give. 
 

How can you inform yourself more about the challenges of ‘being dismissed’ in society? What might it mean to be 

excluded? Who are excluded? What makes some of us so privileged and others not? True discipleship begins here. 
 

A Blessed Corpus Christi Sunday! 

Fr. Anthony 

 
 

 

Praying for Our Land!  

 

Independence Day Mass will be on  
Wednesday July 3, 6.30pm 

 

Join us as we pray for our country. 
 

 

Saint Boniface Church 
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website:  www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday – Wednesday 8:00am – 4:00 pm (Closed 12:00pm-1:00pm) 

 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 am & 10:30am   

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00am  (Begins Memorial Day weekend ending 

Labor Day Weekend)  
 

Weekday Masses: 8:00am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 
FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 
Eucharist in grade two. 
 
CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 
young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
  
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one 
year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation 
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before 'plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK .  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 
PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those 
who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480   In Service to One. In Service to all.  The members meet in the 

Parish Hall on the first Wednesday of each month at 7pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the 

Knights should contact Grand Knight James Dijak (978) 534-7956 or Deputy Grand Knight  Brian Cusick (978) 534-

2326, or you can email the Council at  kofc16480@gmail.com 
 

PARISH STAFF:   

Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor     978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Nancy Wessells Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-696-5230 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry  617-823-4237  

Greg Cucchiara, Building & Grounds 978-400-1294 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Louise Nadeau, Sacristan   

Jacquie Cronin, Ministry Schedule  978-582-7040  

Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK  978-582-7110  

 

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that we can 

stay in touch with you via email with Faith Formation news, notice of special events, volunteer opportunities and 

more. Registration forms are available at doors of the church or on our website.  

 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue any verification of your 

status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters. 

 

mailto:stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
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mailto:stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
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THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP   
                                                                                      

 Daniel J. Harrington August 27, 2007 
 

In the late 1930s, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, then the most promising Protestant theologian in Germany, wrote a book entitled in 

English The Cost of Discipleship. Several years afterward he was arrested and executed for resisting Hitler and the Nazis. 

For Bonhoeffer discipleship—fidelity to the Gospel and Christian principles—had a very high cost. His experience has 

been repeated many times since, for example, by Ignacio Ellacuría, S.J., and his companions in El Salvador. 

  

Today’s reading from Luke 14 concerns the high cost of discipleship and the need to count that cost. It consists of three 

“hard” sayings and two parables. The first hard saying places before the prospective disciple the choice between following 

Jesus and family ties. This was an even more difficult choice in Jesus’ culture than it is for most people in 21st-century 

America. The term “hate” in the saying, while an obvious exaggeration, underlines the overriding importance of God’s 

kingdom and following Jesus. 
 

The second hard saying asserts that following Jesus can and will involve suffering. Those who decide to follow Jesus must 

be prepared to take up the cross, here understood as an instrument of shame as well as of physical torment, and imitate 

Jesus’ example of suffering for the sake of God’s kingdom. 
 

The hard sayings are interrupted by two parables about counting the cost of discipleship. The first parable concerns a man 

who contemplates building a tower. Unless he carefully plans out the project and calculates the cost, he will not be able to 

finish it and so will appear as a fool before his neighbors. Similarly, a king who wants to go to war must take account of 

the strength of his own army and what he can expect from his enemies. Otherwise, he will have to beg for a peace treaty 

and suffer shame before his opponents and his own troops. The point of these parables is that we must take account of the 

high cost that discipleship may exact. 
 

The third hard saying concerns renouncing material possessions to follow Jesus. This too would have been very 

challenging in Jesus’ time. In some circles having many possessions was interpreted as a blessing from God and a sign of 

one’s cleverness and goodness. Moreover, there was no welfare state or social safety net (beyond the family) to provide 

the poor with the basic necessities of human life. Again the extreme nature of the challenge highlights the overriding 

importance of God’s kingdom and following Jesus. 
 

While following Jesus may have a high cost, what makes discipleship possible is the grace of God. We are not alone as we 

accompany Jesus and move toward the fullness of life in God’s kingdom. We can deal with the cost of discipleship, as 

Bonhoeffer and Ellacuría did, only if we are convinced that God is with us, directing and helping us along the way. 

 

 

 

Christ is our bread of life—but we still must feed one another 
 

The Rev. Terrance W. Klein is a priest of the Diocese of Dodge City and author of Vanity Faith. 

 August 08, 2018 

  

It is a perfectly ordinary question. It’s just that the situation seemed so extraordinary. “How are you doing, Father?” 

Did I detect a mischievous delight in Nancy? Was she impishly pleased to have asked me the question before I posed it 

to her? Nancy is at home, in hospice care, dying from a cancer she has fought for 11 years. 
 

She has done it more than once—asked about me before I could ask about her, forcing me to stutter up an answer. It is 

one of the many things that I admire about Nancy. So often the sick and the dying are turned into passive receivers of 

care and concern. Doctors order changes in their protocols. Nurses ask them to turn this way and that, to hold still. 

Visitors enter with prepared words of comfort and cheer that they struggle to deliver. 
 

“How are you doing, Father?” seems to be Nancy’s way of saying: “I’m dying, but I’m still a person. I’m still one who 

can and does give to others, one who still lives with concern for others.” 
 

In the three years that I have visited her, I’ve always regained enough composure to ask about Nancy’s life but only 

after making a sincere effort to answer her question about my own. She deserves that. Nancy would then outline the 

onerous new treatments and the setbacks, all of which she has always presented as challenges that must simply be 

overcome. 
 

It astounded and concerned me a bit that Nancy, the former primary school teacher, could cover all of this with such 

optimism as if she were only outlining what the class was going to do this week. Was her cheer a way of denying 

reality? I have come to think it wasn’t. Hopefulness and good cheer have always been her way of life. Why should she 

abandon them because her life is coming to a close? 
 

Nancy was quite candid about beginning hospice care. “This is it, Father. Now we wait for the end.” I wondered if this 

announced a turning point. Would Nancy’s conviviality fold up, like a show that closes? Had she reached her Elijah 

moment? “This is enough, O Lord! Take my life, for I am no better than my fathers” (1 Kgs 19:4). 
 

Instead, Nancy told me, “We stayed up late last night, playing Scrabble.” Now in hospice care, her home has filled with 

family and friends. Through three years of illness, I have never seen her in bed. She is always in her living room. These 

days I seem to push my way toward her chair or couch like someone backstage after a concert. I know that the star will 

take time to see me, once I get to the front. 
 

Is Scrabble with her guests a ludicrous expenditure of energy? I think that it is Nancy’s way of saying: All of you 

matter to me. I must attend to you, as you attend to me. We are here for each other. Each of us is essential to the others, 

unique and irreplaceable. That is what it means to be family and friends. 
5 

In Catholicism, we are naturally and appropriately concerned to emphasize the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. 

So, we immediately link these words to our reception of Christ in holy Communion. But we need to remember that 

Jesus says this first of all about himself, about who he is in the midst of us. Before he feeds us in sacrament, he feeds us 

in his person. Simply put, Jesus is like Nancy, someone who offers herself. 
 

Instead of seeing the church as a pyramid, with Christ and the Holy Father at the apex and everyone else occupying 

some particular spot, someplace farther down the slope of the pyramid, partaking of a smaller portion of Christ, what if 

we truly believed that Christ is entirely present in each one of us? That, save for the effects of sin, Christ isn’t lacking, 

isn’t insufficient in any one of us. 
 

We need each other to be each other in Christ. We need to recognize and to reverence the Christ who is revealed in 

each one of us. Diversity isn’t something to be overcome. It is the overflowing, the outpouring of the Spirit. It is not 

that differences do not exist or do not matter. It is that they do not and cannot limit Christ. Through all of us, he is fully 

present in all of us. None of us exhausts who Christ is, none of us can claim to possess him. As the very mystery that 

we call God, Christ is always more than we can grasp, individually and collectively. 
 

A few days ago Nancy hosted a tea party, fulfilling a promise that she made to friends a long time ago. She happily 

showed me the photo of her ladies, bonneted and wearing white gloves, gathered at a lace-covered table. Nancy sits at 

one end of the table, wearing the “marvelous mink stole” she found at a garage sale. She is Christ, assembling her 

chosen band, assuring them that she feeds them, just as they feed her. 
 

Christ is our bread of life. He feeds us in word and sacrament. And he feeds us, quite deliberately, undeniably and 

indelibly in each one of us. That is why the Eucharist is not something one does alone. We cannot be church, cannot 

have the Eucharist, without being fed by one another. Others are the table Christ sets for us. 
 

Readings: 1 Kings 19:4-8 Ephesians 4:30-5:2 John 6:41-51 

MASS INTENTION 

Sat June 22 4pm Joseph McBride,(18th Anniv) by Shirley 

& Kathy McBride 

Sun June 30 9am Eugene Marino, by Bernice Marino 

Sun July 7 9am  Antonia Angelini, by Mary Angelini 

Sat July 13 4pm Joanne Schreiner, by the Martin family 

Sun July 14 9am Larry Paton. (14th Anniv), by the family 

Sun  July 21 9am Rev. Jacque Hamel, by St. Boniface 

Knights of Columbus Council #16480 

Sun July 28 9am Ottavio Angelini, by Mary Angelini 

Sat Aug 3 4pm David Valois, by the family 

Sat Aug 17 4pm Peter Charentier, (3rd Anniv) by the 

family 

Collection Report 
 

Weekend June 9, 2019 

Sunday 

Ordinary: 

$2,529.00 

Maintenance: 558.00 

Holy Day: 10.00 

Fuel 20.00 

Total 

Contributions: 

 

$2,529.00 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Weekend June 16, 2019 

Sunday 

Ordinary: 

$1,538.00 

Maintenance: 70.00 

Fuel 705.00 

Total 

Contributions: 

 

$2,313.00 

 

Thank you for your continued 

support!   

CONDOLENCES  Our Parish Extends it’s sympathy 

& prayers to the families of Alice Hodge and Isabel 

Gallagher who recently passed away. May they rest in 

peace. 
 

https://www.americamagazine.org/voices/daniel-j-harrington
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/081218.cfm


                                                                SAINTS OF THE WEEK 

Saint John Fisher  
June 23. Saint John Fisher’s name is 

usually associated with Saint Thomas 

More and their difficulty with King Henry  

VIII. Saint John Fisher, a bishop and cardinal, refused to 

agree with Henry VIII’s divorce and remarriage as well as 

the idea that the king, rather than the pope, was the head of 

the Church in England. He was imprisoned and eventually 

martyred.  

 

Nativity of Saint John the Baptist  
June 24. Saint John the Baptist is one of 

the few saints who have two feast days. 

Today we celebrate his birth, which Saint 

Luke narrates in his Gospel. There Saint Luke draws a 

parallel between the births of Jesus and John, pointing out 

the important role in the history of salvation that Saint John 

the Baptist would play.  

 

Blessed Jutta of Thuringia  
June 25. Blessed Jutta of Thuringia, a 

noble woman with children, became a 

widow at a young age. She used her 

means to provide for the children, but once they were grown, 

she disposed of her wealth, became a Secular Franciscan, 

and lived a life of austerity.  

 

Blessed Raymond Lull  
June 26. Blessed Raymond Lull, a Secular 

Franciscan, spent his life supporting the 

study of languages necessary for 

successful work in the missions. It wasn’t until late in life 

that he saw any fruition of his labors, when language chairs 

were established in several universities.  

 

Saint Cyril of Alexandria  
June 27. Saint Cyril of Alexandria was 

instrumental in the Church’s doctrinal 

statement that there is one person but two 

natures in Christ. The practical implication of this teaching is 

that we believe that Jesus is truly God and truly human. This 

definition was the source of much controversy in the early 

Church.  

 

Saint Irenaeus  
June 28. While we know little about the 

birth and death of Saint Irenaeus, we know 

that his life’s work of fighting Gnosticism had a tremendous 

influence on the theology of the Church. A man of learning 

and high passions, Saint Irenaeus refuted the Gnostic claims 

of “secret” knowledge, and supported the teachings of the 

Apostles and Scripture.  

 

Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul  
June 29. We celebrate two great saints 

today, Saints Peter and Paul. Saint Peter 

is often considered the Apostle to the 

Jews and Saint Paul to the gentiles (based, most probably, on 

his extensive travels among the gentiles). Together they 

witnessed to the budding of Christianity, and both laid down 

their lives for the faith.  

 

First Martyrs of the Church of Rome  

June 30. Around the year 64, the city of 

Rome experienced a devastating fire. The 

Emperor Nero blamed it on the Christians, and a severe 

persecution followed. Included in the mass murder of 

Christians were the First Martyrs of Rome. We don’t know 

their names, but their witness to the faith is certain.  

 

Saint Junipero Serra  

July 1. Embroiled in some controversy 

due to the interpretation of historical 

facts, Saint Junipero Serra was canonized 

by Pope Francis on the steps of the Basilica of the 

Immaculate Conception in Washington DC on September 

23, 2015. Known for having traveled the west coast of the 

country, Saint Juniper founded many of the famous 

California Missions in the 18th century.  

 

Saint Oliver Plunkett  
July 2. Saint Oliver Plunkett may not be a 

household name in the United States but 

he certainly is well known in the British 

Isles. The Archbishop of Armagh, Saint Oliver Plunkett led 

his archdiocese through the rough days of persecution of 

Catholics. Finally apprehended, Saint Oliver was hanged, 

drawn, and quartered July 1, 1681.  

 

Saint Thomas the Apostle  
July 3. We don’t know a lot about Saint 

Thomas the Apostle, but tradition has it 

that he traveled to and preached the 

gospel in India, where he was eventually martyred. His name 

means “twin,” and due to his skepticism, he is also known as 

“Doubting Thomas.”  

 

Saint Elizabeth of Portugal  
July 4. Saint Elizabeth of Portugal did 

not have an easy life in spite of the fact 

that she was royalty. She spent her life 

seeking peace between herself and her unfaithful husband, 

and between many of her relatives. She had some success 

before retiring to a Poor Clare monastery where she died.  

 

Saint Anthony Zaccaria  

July 5. Saint Anthony Zaccaria lived only 

36 years, but founded three religious 

communities, and contributed to the 

reformation of the Church. He insisted on 

various religious or devotional practices to renew the 

spiritual life of the clergy, religious, and laity.  

 

Saint Maria Goretti  
July 6. Saint Maria Goretti has captured 

the love and affection of thousands of 

people because of the simplicity and 

purity of her life. Killed defending her chastity, Saint Maria 

Goretti posthumously witnessed the conversion of her 

murderer and his reconciliation with her family.  

 

 

SAINTS 
What Catholics believe about Saints  

It's important to remember that saints aren't supernatural 

beings to be worshiped. In fact, in the New Testament, the 

term saint often is a synonym for Christian. We are all 

saints and are called again and again to become saints in 

our lives.  The word "saint" comes from the Latin word 

sanctus, meaning a holy one. 
 

Why do Catholics pray to the Virgin Mary, the saints, 

and the angels? 

Praying to Mary, the saints, and the angels can sound like 

trying to get "friends in high places" to run interference 

for you. Although people sometimes seek such "friends" 

in order to get a speeding ticket fixed, buy merchandise at 

a lower price or have some problem resolved, for 

Catholics that is not what devotion to the saints represents. 
 

God alone is the source of all grace and blessing. 

Saints do not "fix" things for us apart from God or 

convince God to do X rather than Y. At Vatican II, the 

bishops taught that the holiness of the Church "is shown 

constantly in the fruits of grace which the Spirit produces 

in the faithful and so it must be" (Dogmatic Constitution 

on the Church, #39). Those "fruits of grace" are seen in 

the lives of saintly disciples, whether canonized or not. 
 

Jesus was fully divine and fully human. As a human, 

Jesus could be only one gender, live at one time in 

history, grow up in one human culture, etc.  Saints help 

us to see holiness as possible for ourselves because 

saints include men and women, married and single 

people who lived at various times in human history 

and in various cultures. Saints remind us that, no 

matter what sacrifices we may need to make in order 

to cooperate with God's grace, we are not the first 

people to make those sacrifices. If we ask our friends on 

earth to pray for us, why not ask our friends in heaven to 

do the same? 

— Franciscan Media 

 

 

 

AS A REMINDER, our parish follows the 

guidelines of the National Charter for the Protection 

of Children and Young People approved by the US 

Bishops and policies of the Diocese of Worcester in 

screening those who work with children in our care 

and in helping victims of abuse find healing.  

If you or someone you know has been sexually 

abused by a church employee or volunteer in the 

past. Please contact Victim Services Coordinator for 

our diocese at 508-929-4363 (direct line & 

confidential voicemail). If you are concerned about a 

current case of abuse, please contact the local civil 

authorities immediately.   

 

 

NEXT WEEKEND’S GOSPEL 

13th Sunday of Ordinary Time C 

June 30, 2019 

Reading I: 1 Kings 19:16b, 19-21 

Responsorial Psalm: 16:1-2, 5, 7-8 9-

10, 11   

Gospel: Luke 9:51-62 

"No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what 

was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God." 

 

Focusing the Gospel 
Key words and phrases: resolutely determined to journey 

to Jerusalem, rebuked them, Follow me 

 

To the point: As Jesus "resolutely determine[s] to journey 

to Jerusalem," he encounters a number of conflicts. Jesus 

is not welcome in a Samaritan village, he rebukes 

disciples who want to take revenge, he predicts the lack of 

comfort and security for his followers, he chides those 

who have excuses for not immediately following him. 

These conflicts arise because the journey to Jerusalem 

entails death: dying to self in facing this journey's 

conflicts; death at this journey's end. Nevertheless, the 

journey must be made—by Jesus, by his disciples, by 

us—because this is the only journey that leads to life. 

 

Connecting the Gospel …  

… to the First Reading: Just as the continuation of 

Elijah's prophetic mission was assured by the call of 

Elisha, so is the continuation of Jesus' saving mission 

assured by the call of disciples who follow him on his 

journey through death to life. 

… to experience: Often opposition and conflict enable us 

to clarify our goals, strengthen our conviction, and 

increase our courage in pursuit of a vision. So it is with 

the inevitable conflicts that arise when we follow Jesus on 

the journey through dying to new life. 

 

YOUR 

ANNUAL 

APPEAL 

MONEY AT 

WORK! 

 

This summer we 

are repaving the 

lower parking lot 

as promised. We 

are a work in 

progress. Please 

park in the upper 

parking lot! 

 

 

INSTALLATION OF KNIGHTS OF 

COLOMBUS COUNCIL #16480 

OFFICERS AT THE 9AM MASS ON 

JUNE 30. 
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