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A ‘Note of Thanks’ to these fine 
sponsors, without their support our 

bulletin would not be possible. Please 
thank them with your patronage. 

For ad information call the parish 
office 978-582-4008 
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From the Desk of the Pastor 
 

Luke wrote his Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles, in part, to encourage his readers to find evidence that Christ 
was still alive and at work in the world. Jesus’ own ministry reached its climax in the resurrection. It continued 
after his ascension in the explosive growth that the apostles led with boldness in the Spirit. In Luke’s thinking, 
God had sent the Son specifically to reveal the resurrection so that humanity could live without fear of death. 

This message was sorely needed in Jesus’ day. Although no one would call Jesus’ world secular in the modern 
sense, the Greco-Roman world had some of the same “disenchanted” aspects as does our own contemporary 
life. Although religious belief was widespread, Hellenistic thought also produced more atheistic literature than 
any other Western culture before our own. For many at that time, belief in and service to the gods was a 
requirement of holidays and sacred seasons or the ceremonies of family and nation. Very little literature of the 
day speaks of religious obligations arising from personal piety or spiritual development. 

Jews were an obvious exception to this. One of their responses to the corrosive influence of Greco-Roman 
culture was the development of intense devotion. Many Jews recognized in each fulfillment of the Mosaic law 
an opportunity to encounter God’s own wisdom. Each commandment was an invitation to divine communion. 
Christians with backgrounds in this kind of Jewish piety had a comparatively easy time finding Christ’s 
presence. The implications of the resurrection made intuitive sense to them. 

Greco-Roman converts in Luke’s community, lacking such piety, experienced greater difficulty. Luke’s account 
on Easter vigil shows one way he taught them to find Christ. A moment of wonder for the women—seeing the 
empty tomb—led to a moment of interpretation by the men in dazzling garments, who reminded the women of 
Jesus’ own teaching. The combination of their experience at the tomb with their recollection of the message of 
Jesus stirred belief in the women, who then went and announced what they had seen. The wonder would have 
made no sense without Jesus’ own words to interpret it. The angels first, and then the women, played a critical 
role in bringing the apostles, and every subsequent Christian, to belief. This is the lesson Luke taught his Greco-
Roman readers. 

We are those messengers today. We bring the good news that Christ is alive and still at work in the life of every 
person. So many of our brothers and sisters have become numb to the evidence all around them that Christ is 
alive and active. With no interpreters to help make sense of the signs of Christ’s presence, the significance of 
these moments slips by, and the anxieties of everyday life eventually drown them out. 

One of Luke’s favorite motifs is the arrival of the divine in the midst of the everyday. Angels sing to shepherds 
tending their flocks, a miraculous catch turns fishermen into apostles, and a tax collector meets Jesus at his 
customs post. A messenger is always necessary to bring transformation out of a moment of wonder. We must be 
that voice, showing all that Jesus Christ is still alive and at work among us. 

This article also appeared in print, under the headline "Remember What He Said," in the April 15, 2019 

Michael R. Simone, S.J., teaches Scripture at Boston College School of Theology and Ministry. 

 
 

A Blessing of Grandparents   
On the weekend of July 27/28 we invite all 
grandparents and their grandchildren to 
come for a Special Blessing at all Masses. 
We remember the Feast of Sts Joachim and 
Anne, grandparents of Jesus. 
 

 

Saint Boniface Church 
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 
 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website:  www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday – Wednesday 8:00am – 4:00 pm (Closed 12:00pm-1:00pm) 

 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 
Sunday:  8:00 am & 10:30am   
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
 
Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00am  (Begins Memorial Day weekend ending 
Labor Day Weekend)  
 
Weekday Masses: 8:00am Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  
 
FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 
Eucharist in grade two. 
 
CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 
young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 
  
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one 
year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation 
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before 'plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 
 
ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net or 
Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 
 
PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those 
who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com 

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480   In Service to One. In Service to all.  The members meet in the 
Parish Hall on the first Wednesday of each month at 7pm. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the 
Knights should contact Grand Knight James Dijak (978) 534-7956 or Deputy Grand Knight  Brian Cusick (978) 534-
2326, or you can email the Council at  kofc16480@gmail.com 

 
PARISH STAFF:   
Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor     978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
Nancy Wessells Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-696-5230 lmarcil419@gmail.com 
Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry  617-823-4237  
Greg Cucchiara, Building & Grounds 978-400-1294 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
Louise Nadeau, Sacristan   
Jacquie Cronin, Ministry Schedule  978-582-7040  
Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK  978-582-7110  

 
Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that we can 
stay in touch with you via email with Faith Formation news, notice of special events, volunteer opportunities and 

more. Registration forms are available at doors of the church or on our website.  
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue any verification of your 
status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters. 
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ST. BONIFACE CHURCH IS LOOKING FOR A FACILITIES 
MANAGER  St. Boniface is looking for a highly motivated, handy 
person to work inside and outside of the church.  Duties include, but are 
not limited to, keeping the church and hall clean, maintaining the grounds 
in all seasons, making small repairs in the church, hall and preschool.  
Candidates will be able to maintain power equipment, move furniture and 
set up and break down the church hall.  You will work closely with all 
department heads to keep the facilities in good working order. If you 
have 20 hours a week to commit to these duties, please call 978-582-4008 
 

NEXT WEEKEND GOSPEL 
15th Sunday of Ordinary Time C  
July 14, 2019  
Reading I: Deuteronomy 30:10-14 
Responsorial Psalm: 69:14, 17, 30-31, 
33-34, 36, 37 
or Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11  

Reading II: Colossians 1:15-20 
Gospel: Luke 10:25-37 

Focusing the Gospel 

Key words and phrases: What is written in the law? love … with all … with all … with all … 
 
To the point: What is written in the law?” Jesus asks the “scholar of the law.” Many would tend to answer by 
citing the Ten Commandments or civil law. But the lawyer in the Gospel answered correctly when he named 
love as the law. Law is not about keeping rules, but about loving others. Eternal life is not inherited by keeping 
laws, but by caring for others and treating them with mercy. The law of love teaches us to “love … with all … 
with all … with all …” Love is nothing less than the unconditional gift of self. 
 
Connecting the Gospel …  
… to the First Reading: The Law is not “mysterious and remote,” but is “already in [our] mouths and in [our] 
hearts.” We “have only to carry it out” and, as the Gospel reminds us, it bears the human face of our neighbor  
in need. 
… to experience: As a framework to guide human behavior, law is good and necessary. Even when rearing 
children, we teach them to go beyond mere observance of laws’ external demands to grasping the laws’ deeper 
intent: building a community of care, respect, mercy—love. 
 

 

THE JOY OF HAVING LOUD AND MESSY KIDS AT 
MASS …Children wait to present flowers at a figurine of the baby Jesus 
as Pope Francis celebrates Christmas Eve Mass in St. Peter's Basilica at the 
Vatican Dec. 24. (CNS photo/Paul Haring) 
 
Usually the daily noon Mass on campus is attended by the familiar dozen or 
so faculty and staff and students and neighbors; but today, to my 
amazement, there are 4-year-old twin boys in front of me, complete with 
parents, the father immensely tall and the mother adamantly not. 
 

The noon Mass is legendary for starting on the button and never going more 
than 25 minutes because afternoon classes start at 12:30 p.m. and you want to give students a chance to make their flip-
flopped sprint across campus. For the first five minutes the twins sit quietly and respectfully and perhaps even reverently, 
each in his seat between mom and dad. This does not last. At 12:07 p.m. I see the first flurry of fists and elbows as they 
jockey and joust. At 12:11 p.m. one of them, incredibly, pulls a bunch of grapes from his pocket and begins to eat some 
and to lose the rest on the floor. At 12:13 p.m. there are easily a dozen grapes and both boys under the chairs. At 12:15 
p.m. the mom, clearly a veteran of these sorts of things, pulls two cookies from her pockets for the boys. At 12:20 p.m. the 
dad finally bends down from his great height and tersely reads his sons the riot act, a moment I have been waiting for with 
high fraternal glee, for I have been in his shoes. I have been at Mass in this very chapel with my small twin sons, who have 
dropped Cheerios from the balcony onto the bald spots of congregants below and stuck their arms into the baptistry just to 
see what it would feel like (it’s cold and wet, one son said, indignantly) and made barnyard noises at exactly the wrong 
moments and ran all around the chapel shaking sticky hands with startled, bemused congregants at the Sign of Peace. 
 

After Mass I say to the celebrant with a smile that it is not every day we are graced by rambunctious ruffians who scatter 
grapes and crumbs on the floor and giggle and yawn and shimmy and snicker and lose their shoes and drop hymnals on the 
floor with a terrific bang and pay no attention whatsoever to the Gospel readings and the homily and the miracle of the 
Eucharist but rather gaze raptly at the life-size cedar crucifix and try to blow out a candle on the altar as their parents carry 
them up for a blessing and say Hi! to the grinning priest as he lays his hand upon their innocent brows and spend the last 
five minutes of Mass sitting in the same single seat trying to shove the other guy off but only using your butt and not your 
hands; and the priest, unforgettably, says this to me: 
 

I love having little kids at Mass. I love it when they are bored and pay no attention and squirm. I love it 
when they get distracted by a moth and spend five minutes following the moth’s precarious voyage among 
the lights. It’s all good. They are being soaked in the Mass. They hear the words and feel the reverence 
and maybe they even sense the food of the experience, you know? Sometimes people complain and make 
veiled remarks about behavior and discipline and decorum and the rapid dissolution of morals today and 
stuff like that but I have no patience for it. For one thing they were little kids at Mass once, and for another 
if there are no little kids at Mass, pretty soon there won’t be any Masses. You have to let kids be kids. 

 

I love having little kids at Mass. If you are distracted by a little kid being a little kid you are not focused on 
what’s holy. Little kids are holy. Let it be. My only rule is no extended fistfights. Other than that I don’t 
care about grapes and yawning. I think the cadence and the rhythm and the custom and the peace of the 
Mass soak into kids without them knowing it. That’s why a lot of the students here come back to Mass, I 
think—it sparks some emotional memory in them, and once they are back at Mass then they pay attention 
in new ways and find new food in it. It’s all good. The more the merrier. I don’t mind dogs when I 
celebrate Mass, either. For one thing they are generally better behaved than little kids, but for another I 
figure the Mass soaks into them too, and how could that be bad? You know what I mean? 

 

I say I do know very well what he means and we shake hands and he heads to the sacristy to disrobe and I head back to 
work. But about halfway back to my office I feel awfully sad that I do not have grapes and cookies in my jacket pockets. I 
don’t even have remains of ancient Cheerios anymore, and there were years there when my pockets were so filled with 
brittle crumbs that birds followed me in rotation, sparrows in the morning and crows in the afternoon. For a minute I want 
to shuffle back to the chapel and catch that tiny mom and ask her for a cookie, just because, but then I realize that she will 
think I am a nut and I remember that I had my run as the dad of little kids squirming at Mass. It was a sweet glorious 
unforgettable run, too, and now it’s someone else’s turn, and how good and holy that is, that there are still little kids under 
the seats, paying no attention whatsoever. 
 

But they will. 
 
This article also appeared in print, under the headline "Suffering Children: Do not despise these little ones," in the 
October 6, 2014 issue. 
 

Collection Report 
 

Weekend June 24, 2019 
Sunday 
Ordinary: 

$2,647.00 

Maintenance: 130.00 
Fuel 78.00 
Total 
Contributions: 

 
$2,855.00 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Weekend June 30, 2019 
Sunday 
Ordinary: 

$1,755.00 

Maintenance: 40.00 
Fuel 25.00 
Total 
Contributions: 

 
$1,820.00 

 
Thank you for your continued 

support!   
 

Diocesan Collection 
Peter’s Pence/Holy Father: $352.00 

 

MASS INTENTION 
Sat July 6 4pm  Antonia Angelini, by Mary Angelini 
Sat July 13 4pm Joanne Schreiner, by the Martin family 
Sun July 14 9am Larry Paton. (14th Anniv), by the family 
Sun  July 21 9am Rev. Jacque Hamel, by St. Boniface 

Knights of Columbus Council #16480 
Sat July 27 4pm Ottavio Angelini, by Mary Angelini 
Sat Aug 3 4pm David Valois, by the family 
Sat Aug 17 4pm Peter Charpentier, (3rd Anniv) by the 

family 

CONDOLENCES  Our Parish extends its sympathy 
and prayers to the family of Joseph Simone who 
recently passed away. May he rest in peace. 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/071419.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/071419.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/071419.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/071419.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/071419.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/071419.cfm
https://www.americamagazine.org/node/160177


 

WE HAVE TO REMEMBER OUR 
NATIONAL SINS ON INDEPENDENCE 
DAY—BUT WITHOUT DESPAIR 
 
Christopher R. Altieri July 02, 2018 
 
 A crowd watches fireworks during the Independence Day 
celebration on the National Mall in Washington in 2016. 
(CNS photo/Carlos Barria, Reuters) 
 

This is the first year in more than a decade that I will 
celebrate Independence Day with my family in the United States, and only the second in 20. My exile has been 
largely self-imposed: I left in the late ’90s to complete my studies in Rome, and, to make a long story short, I 
met a girl. Though many people assume I have largely forgotten American ways and taken Italian citizenship, 
the truth is that—proud as I am of the Italian part of my heritage and grateful to the people that received me with 
so warm a welcome—I say with John Adams, “I have not one drop of blood in my veins, but what is 
American.” 
 

There is, therefore, much sweetness in this homecoming. The prospect of visiting family and friends, of poolside 
grilling and cornhole and bocce (a family favorite, of which we play a special and familiar variation), and of 
fireworks in celebration of our nation’s birthday all conspire (with many other things unmentioned) to make this 
a happy occasion, one by which to renew acquaintance with the things that bind us and remind us of that shared 
patrimony of common places, in which we discover ourselves one nation and one people. 
 

The news of reporters being gunned down at the Capital Gazette in Maryland, and the headline breathlessly 
proclaiming that fully one third of my fellows in citizenship believe another civil war is in the offing, have 
conspired with other circumstances—familiar to anyone who takes any interest at all in national affairs—if not 
to cast a pall over this happy reunion, then at least to alloy the sweetness of the repatriation. 
 

But many of my fellows in citizenship, from this generation and from those before, and even some who suffered 
grave and protracted injustice from the United States, nevertheless have refused to drink from the cup of bitter-
ness and despair. Feeling myself blessed in America—not least by their example—I eschew the cup as well. 
 

In any case, my love of America has never been the result of fantastic or blinkered esteem. Our history is rife 
with examples of our failures to live up to our commitments. We must face those failures in this and every 
generation squarely and without stint. I learned that from America, too. 
 

The words to follow—most of which are a revisiting of lines I wrote a couple of years ago for my blog to help 
spread the word about my book The Soul of a Nation: America as a Tradition of Inquiry and Nationhood—seek 
to express some little of what I hope we are not too late to learn from our failures and successes in the work of 
ordering our lives together. I say these things with a view toward recovering a sense of our genuine 
achievements in a way that not only permits, but encourages, us to face more fully the failures and outstanding 
work we have inherited. 
 

I reject the tendency to deify the founders of the United States. In the same breath, I repudiate the tendency to 
demonize them. They were human, just as we are. Just as we have, so did they have feet of clay. 
The men and women we revere did terrible things, even as they believed—not wrongly—that they were good 
people about a worthy business and even a truly noble cause. Neither their sincere love of that cause, nor the 
service they rendered to it, can remit so much as the slightest soupçon of their guilt. Even so, their guilty 
conduct cannot subtract an iota’s worth from the cause they loved and sought to advance. 
 

For example: As we prepare to celebrate the founding of our nation—conceived in liberty and dedicated to the 
proposition that all men are created equal—it is not only necessary but indispensable that we remember how 
many of the Founding Fathers owned slaves, and how morally awful and physically brutal was the system of 
race-based chattel slavery practiced by some of our forebears. It was awful even by the standards of other 
societies that practiced similar—and similarly awful—forms of slavery. 
 

 

 
That cannot be the only thing we remember. We must continue to learn about how the men and women of the 
founding generation—and of the half-dozen generations before that—loved and cherished their rights and their 
liberties, and honored those among them who served the public interest honorably, without respect to party. 
We must remember as well how we casually cheated, bamboozled and murdered Native Americans. 
Nevertheless, that cannot be the only thing we recall when we think of the “white man” and his dealings, past 
and present, with the peoples from whom we took our land. 
 

In this day, especially, we must remember the terrible religious bigotry that stained the souls and the honor of 
our forefathers in nationhood, even as we learn once again about how they struggled to find a way to order their 
lives so that each man could worship and advocate for truth according to conscience, and at the same time fully 
participate in society and in the public counsels—and how, in the main, they succeeded in so ordering their lives 
after much effort. 
 

We must remember how the Civil War was and was not “over slavery.” We must recover our sensibility: our 
awareness of and sympathy with the ways in which our forebears did and did not struggle with each other in 
peace. Those ways teach us needful lessons about the real and genuine importance of the causes for which the 
parties to that terrible conflict contended in war. 
 

In short, we must remember together how hard it was for our forefathers to recognize the humanity in others—
was it not obvious to them?—and how deeply that failure to recognize the full and equal measure of humanity 
they shared with those others (who should have been fellows) wounded their own. 
 

We must make ourselves capable of mindfulness. We must allow ourselves to feel in ourselves and in our 
fellows the limits fallen human nature puts to the moral vision of even the best of us, even and especially those 
of us with the best of intentions. While we must not be bound by the imperfection of our forebears—we must 
frankly face their sinfulness—we must recognize that we are heirs to their condition for good and for ill. 
 

Most importantly, we must be mindful of the consequences of our failure as a society to recognize the humanity 
of others—whether they be the gay couple, the snake-handling Pentecostals, the immigrant family from 
Honduras, the Catholics with 10 children or with two, the Muslim refugee with four mouths to feed (he was a 
promising young lawyer back home before the war), or the young man with the mullet and the penchant for 
playing Merle Haggard records and the perpetual sunburn and three-beer buzz (he would be happy to turn the 
music down and even happier to tell you why your engine rattles like that at low revs). Because, simply and 
shortly put, those others are people, too. 
 

We must desire to know all about the men and women in the founding generation and in every generation after 
that, who—in the main— loved public spirit, honesty, fairness, industry, kindness and charity, but did not 
always practice them or even try. 
 

Our forebears knew that being good citizens meant first and foremost being good neighbors. They worked until 
they found the way to order their lives together (except when they did not, and remember what happened then?). 
They knew the world was dangerous, and they did not let it scare them (except when they did, and what 
happened then?). They understood how lucky they were, and tried to be worthy of their good fortune (except 
when they did not, and what happened then?). They were happy when their neighbors did well and they were 
there to help when times were tough (except when they were not, and what happened then?). 
 

I do not know whether we are still—or ever 
were—the kind of people our forebears believed 
themselves and tried to be, except when they did 
not. I do know—as I know my Savior lives—that 
such a people is the only kind of people it is 
worth trying to be. This Independence Day, let us 
resolve anew to make a go of it. 

 
 

https://www.americamagazine.org/voices/christopher-r-altieri
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2017/07/07/independence-day-sharing-sin-success-and-beer
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SAINTS 
What Catholics believe about Saints  
It's important to remember that saints aren't supernatural beings to be worshiped. In fact, in the New Testament, the 
term saint often is a synonym for Christian. We are all saints and are called again and again to become saints in our lives. 
 The word "saint" comes from the Latin word sanctus, meaning a holy one. 
 

Why do Catholics pray to the Virgin Mary, the saints, and the angels? 
Praying to Mary, the saints, and the angels can sound like trying to get "friends in high places" to run interference for you. 
Although people sometimes seek such "friends" in order to get a speeding ticket fixed, buy merchandise at a lower price 
or have some problem resolved, for Catholics that is not what devotion to the saints represents. 
 

God alone is the source of all grace and blessing. Saints do not "fix" things for us apart from God or convince God 
to do X rather than Y. At Vatican II, the bishops taught that the holiness of the Church "is shown constantly in the fruits 
of grace which the Spirit produces in the faithful and so it must be" (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, #39). Those 
"fruits of grace" are seen in the lives of saintly disciples, whether canonized or not. 
 

Jesus was fully divine and fully human. As a human, Jesus could be only one gender, live at one time in history, grow up 
in one human culture, etc.  Saints help us to see holiness as possible for ourselves because saints include men and 
women, married and single people who lived at various times in human history and in various cultures. Saints 
remind us that, no matter what sacrifices we may need to make in order to cooperate with God's grace, we are not 
the first people to make those sacrifices. If we ask our friends on earth to pray for us, why not ask our friends in heaven 
to do the same? 
– Franciscan Media 

 
Saint Gregory Grassi and Companions  
July 8. The 120 martyred in China, including Saint Gregory Grassi and Companions, 
were the victims of political maneuverings by other countries which sparked the anti-
foreigner movement in China. These Franciscan men and women, along with lay men 
and women, gave their lives in service of the Chinese people. Caught up in the Boxer 

 Uprising, they were martyred on various dates in 1900.  
 
Saint Augustine Zhao Rong and Companions  
July 9. Among the Chinese martyrs was a diocesan priest, Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, 
and his companions. Facing the strong anti-foreign and anti-Catholic feeling present in 
China at the time, these martyrs were caught up in a situation that, in many ways, had 
nothing to do with religion or the Church. But they stayed loyal to the Church and their  

 people, and gave their lives in witness.  
 

Saint Veronica Giuliani  
July 10. A Capuchin Poor Clare, Saint Veronica Giuliani received the unique gift of the 
stigmata of Christ. Few people have been blessed with these marks; Saint Francis of 
Assisi was probably the most notable among them. Saint Veronica suffered 
misunderstandings because of the gift, but she endured through it all and was able to  

 serve her community in several administrative roles 
 

Saint Benedict  
July 11. Saint Benedict is known as the Father of Western Monasticism due to his great 
influence on the shape and character of monastic life in the West. Living the life of a 
hermit, others witnessed his lifestyle and wanted to follow. He eventually organized these 
men and wrote a Rule governing their communal life. Noted for its moderation and hospi- 

 tality, the Rule continues to nurture the Cistercians as well as the Benedictines of today. 
 

(over) 
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Saints John Jones and John Wall  
July 12. Saints John Jones and John Wall were ordained diocesan priests who later joined the 
Franciscans. Living almost a century apart, these two saints shared a common characteristic—both 
ministered to the faithful during dangerous times for Catholics in England. Eventually arrested, they 
were martyred for the faith: one in 1598 and the other in 1679.  

 
Saint Henry  
July 13. Saint Henry, a German king and Holy Roman Emperor, lived life according to the customs 
of his times, but did it in a holy way. He is a clear witness to the holiness of secular life lived 
according to the gospel norms.  
 
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha  
July 14. Known as the Lily of the Mohawks, Saint Kateri Tekakwitha’s story is one of courage and 
humility. Courageously facing her uncle’s dislike for anything Christian, she converted to 
Catholicism at age 19. This led to a life of extreme penance and austerity for the young woman. 
Escaping to Montreal, Kateri continued to live a life of prayer and penance.  

 
Saint Bonaventure  
July 15. Saint Bonaventure was in many ways the second founder of the Franciscan Order. 
Through his teaching, writing, and mysticism, Saint Bonaventure captured the spirit of Saint 
Francis and renewed the order accordingly. Saint Bonaventure served as the Minister General of 
the Franciscans and served the Church as the Cardinal Bishop of Albano.  

 
 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel  
July 16. The Blessed Virgin has many, many titles. Today we celebrate one of them—Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel. Mount Carmel is in northern Israel and has long been the site of a group of 
religious monks. The entire Church celebrates this feast along with the Carmelite Monks and Nuns.  
 

 
Saint Francis Solano  
July 17. Saint Francis Solano asked to be sent to Africa as a missionary. Instead he was sent to 
South America, where he spent the rest of his life working. After years of ministering in Argentina, 
Bolivia, and Paraguay, he died in the city of Lima, Peru.  

 
Saint Camillus de Lellis  
July 18. Saint Camillus de Lellis has an unusual story. Rejected by the Capuchins because of an 
ongoing medical condition, and against the advice of a friend, Saint Camillus founded a religious 
community on his own to care for the sick. These men proved to be invaluable during the plague,  
caring for the worst of its victims. Saint Camillus’ persistence won out in the end.  

 
Saint Mary MacKillop  
July 19. Australia’s first canonized saint, Saint Mary MacKillop founded the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
of the Sacred Heart, better known as the Josephite Sisters. They addressed the educational and social 
needs of the poor, especially of the aborigines. Today the Sisters serve throughout Australia, New 
Zealand, Ireland, Peru, East Timor, Scotland, and Brazil.  

 
Saint Apollinaris  
July 20. Unwilling to take no for an answer, Saint Apollinaris was exiled from Ravenna several 
times, but he always returned trying to preach the good news to the people. He died from wounds 
received during a savage beating at Classis, a suburb of Ravenna. A beautiful basilica honoring him 
was built there in the sixth century. 
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