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A ‘Note of Thanks’ to these fine 

sponsors; without their support our 

bulletin would not be possible. Please 

thank them with your patronage. 

For ad information call the parish 

office 978-582-4008 
 

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from, 

or heal from abusive relationships 
*Counseling *Court Advocacy *Emergency Shelter 

*Community Education *24-hour hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 

ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. 

Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 
       Children Ages:                                        Open 

       2.9 through 7 years                                 7:30AM-5:30 PM 
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From the Desk of the Pastor 

 

Who is not at the table (banquet) and why? 

Long before the advent of  Facebook, snapchat, Instagram , twitter, texting and the whole barrage  of social media as we 

know it today existed, the place to connect, to meet , to network in biblical times was ‘the table.’ Banquets, feasts and 

meals were invaluable social meeting points. It is here that you got to know and meet who is who in society. It is here that 

families and individuals ‘connected’— the concept of arranged marriages originates in this setting. Powerful families 

made alliances and they grew stronger or wealthier. There was much display of prestige and means, for this got you 

noticed. If one was to play host, their guest list had to have people of a certain standing. The food and wine lists had to be 

lavish and extravagant. The prophet Amos provided a brilliant picture of a typical banquet: the guests lie in beds of ivory, 

eating lambs and calves; they drink wine and sing songs; they anoint themselves with oil (Amos 4, 4-6). Banquets were 

held on a variety of occasions: the arrival of a stranger, on a birthday, when a child was weaned, at a wedding and many 

other occasions.  

In addition to the above, key to the Mediterranean culture in which most biblical times are set, was a strong ‘honor and 

shame’ tradition. One’s or a family’s dignity, honor or name were absolute. The place therefore one took, at a banquet or 

feast, was very telling. Nobody wanted the ‘lowest place.’ The mere suggestion in the Gospel of being moved from a 

higher place to a lower place must have been mortifying for those who went through it. The best place of honor is next to 

the host. 

In this kind of world, how does one go about getting the best place? Who is invited and who is not? Who is in and who is 

out? These things mattered to people so much, to the point that they had to get to honor or prestige by all means necessary. 

Jesus notices the scramble for places of honor and uses this ‘in the moment’ happening to teach about the kingdom to 

come. (How does one get to the banquet?)  

It is an open invitation to all by God who is the host and inviter. What could disinvite us would only be our attitude, 

disposition or way of acting towards God. The one who is fully aware of their unworthiness and weaknesses and knows 

they truly depend on God will be invited first. Humility is the virtue needed. This means rediscovering our place before 

God, the worth and value of God in our lives. 

Jesus in the Gospel then speaks to the host about the guest list. It is filled up by friends, relatives and rich neighbors. This 

is a smart move; the host expects lots of IOU situations later (repayment). Jesus asks: who is not invited and why? Where 

are those who cannot repay the host, in turn? What a scam generosity this is!  Don’t those who are poor, crippled and at 

the margins have value or any worth? Hence the host must have the humility to see beyond self-gain. They must have 

concern and value of ‘others.’ This attitude gets one into the Kingdom to come. 

What hard things does this Gospel ask of us? What determines ‘honor’ or 'dignity’ in your life? How does the plight of 

others, force you to re-adjust your choices and words? Are you sensitive towards the forgotten and alienated? In our social 

setting where some of us are ‘influencers,’ do we ask who is not here and why? What is unfair and in-just? What action is 

needed to change this? 

A Blessed week in the Lord! 

Fr. Anthony 

 

 

Religious Ed Classes  Grades 1 – 9  

Begin next Sunday Sept. 8, 2019 

Grades 1-5 classes are from 9:00-10:15. 

Grades 6-9 classes are from 11:30-12:30.   

Please plan to attend one of the Masses that weekend.  
Note: Grades 1-5 will be meeting upstairs in the church for the first month, 

as the hall is being used to set up for the Oktoberfest.   

This year, we will be offering a PreK/K program on the first Sunday of 

every month beginning October 6th from 10:30-11:30.  Childcare will 

be offered beginning this weekend as well, same time, in the church 

classrooms. Both of these offerings are free! 

Nancy & Greg, 

Saint Boniface Church 
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM   

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   

(Begins Memorial Day weekend, ending Labor Day weekend)  
 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 
Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9
th

 grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10
th

 grade. For 
young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one 
year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation 
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those 
who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480   In Service to One. In Service to all. The members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining  

the Knights should contact Grand Knight James Dijak (978) 534-7956 or Deputy Grand Knight Brian Cusick 

 (978) 534-2326, or you can email the Council at  kofc16480@gmail.com. 

 

PARISH STAFF:   

Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor     978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-696-5230 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry  617-823-4237  

Louise Nadeau, Sacristan   

Jacquie Cronin, Ministry Schedule  978-582-7040  

Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

 

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that  

so that we can stay in touch with you via email with faith formation news, notice of special events, volunteer 

opportunities, and more. Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue any verification  

of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters. 

From the Desk of the Pastor 

mailto:stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
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OKTOBERFEST UPDATE: On the weekend of September 7/8 there  

will be notes posted on side and rear doors requesting donations of 

various items needed for the big event. Please take one if you are able  

to donate in this way. This greatly helps offset costs and increases our 

profit. Thank you to all! 

 

Please join us for our 3rd Annual 
Saint Boniface Oktoberfest Celebration 

September 28, 2019 – 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.  

German and American Food • Kids' Activities and Games (with Prizes)  

Micro Brews and Wine • Craft Vendors • White Elephant Sale • Raffle Baskets  

Grand Raffle: Grand Prize $1,000 • 2nd Prize $500 • 3rd Prize $100 (3)  

No entry fee!  ALL are welcome!  Please come and enjoy the festivities!  

Bring your family and friends! 

……………………………………………...……………………………………………………………………….
. 

RAFFLE TICKETS:  PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED TICKET STUBS WITH MONEY IN THE  

WEEKLY COLLECTION BASKET OR DROP OFF AT THE PARISH OFFICE. WE APPRECIATE  

EARLY RETURNS AS WE USE THIS INCOME FOR OUR PRE-FESTIVAL OPERATING BUDGET.  

THANK YOU! 

 

COME BEHOLD THE BEAUTY OF GOD IN ART 

Worcester Art Museum • Thursday, September 12 from 6 – 9 p.m. 

Fr. Leo LeBlanc, pastor of St. Mary’s & St. Philip’s in North Grafton and Grafton Center is offering an evening of reflection and 

meditation at the Worcester Art Museum, Thursday, September 12 from 6-9 PM.  The presentations include such art as the Cistercian 

Chapter Room at the lower level, then upstairs, the stained glass windows of angels, including the angel who stirs the waters at the 

pool of Siloam, a 15
th

 century Venetian Madonna & Child. In the European Gallery we will meditate on paintings of John the Baptist, 

St. Bartholomew, the Betrayal of Christ, and more.  

The cost is $20 because this is a private showing. For registration or for more information please email Fr. Leo LeBlanc at 

fathrleb@gmail.com or call or text him at 508-450-0281. The deadline for registration is Friday, September 6 at 5 PM.    

Gospel: Persons of Honor 

Honor, and who is honorable, differs not only across time but across cultures in our own time and among 

different classes even within our own culture. In certain subcultures, like academia or show business, a 

frivolous matter, like where one sits or when one speaks, can create honor. In some cultures a family’s honor is 

considered besmirched by behavior that would not create a whisper of dissent elsewhere. Just last month 

a young Pakistani Muslim woman was killed by her brother as she slept because her provocative (for 

Pakistan) social media presence on Twitter and Facebook had, to his mind, brought dishonor on the family. 

The concept of honor carries relative cultural value; and yet we all understand something of the desire to 

be shown respect, to be affirmed and valued. Jesus, however, turns human notions of honor up side down 

when he claims that it is humility that brings honor in the eyes of God. This indicates that although 

human notions of honor change and shift, from the horrific to the benign, there is genuine honor 

grounded in the teachings of Scripture. 

Sirach, like Jesus, speaks of humility as the central factor in honor before God: “The greater you are, the 

more you must humble yourself; so you will find favor in the sight of the Lord.” Why is this the case? The 

need to seek out honor is a greater temptation among those with human accomplishments. But those who have 

accomplished great things also have honors bestowed on them even if they have not sought them out, so 

the need to keep one’s eyes focused on God’s true greatness becomes even more  significant. “For great is 

the might of the Lord; but by the humble he is glorified.” When people turn to God and not their own 

achievements, their humility draws people to the source of true greatness.  

Psalm 68 also indicates where God’s favor rests, as the psalmist praises God with an image drawn from 

ancient Near Eastern images of the storm god: “Who rides upon the clouds—his name is the Lord—be 

exultant before him.” The psalmist offers us an anthropomorphic image of the might of God, creator and 

controller of the natural world and all that is in it, and then turns to give us an example of God’s great 

power: “Father of orphans and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation.” God’s power is 

manifested through the care of those who are most lowly and in need of aid. Human greatness, therefore, 

must model itself on God, not by exalting itself in honor but by caring for those most in need.  

Jesus’ parable of a wedding banquet builds on the image of humility as true honor before God. Jesus 

notes how people were seeking out the first place of reclining, or the head seat at the table. Jesus warns 

his disciples not to sit there, because if someone with greater (human) honor arrives, the host would take 

you to the last place in dishonor. But if you go to the lowest place at the table and are then invited to go 

to a higher place at the table, you will have glory. For Jesus says all who exalt themselves will be made 

humble, while all who humble themselves will be made great.  

Interestingly, the parable never uses the most common Greek word for honor, timē, but uses descriptions 

of behavior to indicate how human beings seek out respect, value and honor. The parable sets human 

honor in its proper place; it is arbitrary and based on shifting cultural considerations. God seeks out 

humility because humility is not intended to dishonor any particular person but to give glory and honor 

to God and to respect each person as a creation of God. And who we are as God’s creations is shocking, 

for as the psalmist in wonder recognizes in Psalm 8, we have been “made a little lower than the angels.” 

True honor is recognizing in humility our glory before God, not before human beings.   

John W. Martins | August 04, 2016 

This article also appeared in print under the headline "Persons of Honor"  

in the August 15-22, 2016 issue of America: The Jesuit Review. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _________ 

REMINDER: The Ignatian Spiritual Exercises in Daily Life  
An Ignatian directed prayer experience beginning October 1, 2019 is in the final period for accepting applications.   

This is a wonderful and enriching program. If you are looking for a way to deepen your relationship with God, this  

may be just what you’ve  been searching for. Information and an application form are available on the website: 

IgnatianSpiritualExercisesWorcester.com . You can contact the team by e-mail at worcspex19@gmail.com  or call 

Dick Kirk at 508-885-4462. The 90-minute sessions will be held on Tuesday evenings at St. Peter’s Church hall in 

Worcester adjacent to Clark University. If interested, please send in application ASAP.  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sat Aug 30 4:00 pm  Our Parish Family 

Sun Aug 31 9:00 am Our Parish Family 

Fri Sept 6 8:00 am 
Deacon Joseph Cieri, 15

th
 Anniversary 

by Nancy Cieri 

 

Collection Report 
 

Weekend of August 25, 2019 

Sunday Ordinary: $  1442.00 

Maintenance: 160.00 

Holy Day: 3.00 

Other: 10.00 

Total 

Contributions: 

 

$1615 .00 

 

Thank you for your continued 

support!   
 

mailto:fathrleb@gmail.com


What is the greatest challenge 

facing religious education 

programs for children? 
  

In response to this question, 54 percent of respondents said a 

lack of parental involvement poses the greatest challenge to 

religious education programs for children. 

Many readers suggested that formation begins at home. Leah 

Ramsdell, a parish staff member in Norwood, Mass., wrote, 

“We can offer great programs, but if it’s not reinforced at home, it’s not going to stick.” Readers also cited 

other challenges. Fifteen percent of respondents said conflicting schedules with other youth activities 

present the greatest challenge, and 15 percent pointed to problems with the curriculum or pedagogy.     

Patrick Higgins, a parishioner in Pasadena, Calif., was among those with concerns about pedagogy. “When I 

was in C.C.D. as a kid, religious education consisted of making collages out of magazine clippings and 

learning hand gestures to church songs,” he wrote. “Now we’re the catechists, and we don’t have a strong 

background to draw from.” 

And Emese Hasznos, a parent and parishioner in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., said she favors a “play-based” 

approach that centers on environmental literacy, culture and includes “no testing, no homework.” 

Respondents made a number of suggestions to improve religious education programs at their parishes. 

Jeanne Duell, a teacher in Fairborn, Ohio, recommends “changing the Sunday Mass time to make it easier for 

families to attend Mass and then the religious education program.” 

Maura Sweeney, a parish staff member in Fitchburg, Mass., agrees that family formation is important, but 

she thinks outreach efforts should start with adults. “Young parents rarely have integrated faith lives that 

connect them to the church in general, or their parish in particular,” she wrote. “Without those connections, 

their children are likewise disconnected.” 

This article also appeared in print, under the headline "What is the greatest challenge facing religious education programs for 

children?," in the February 4, 2019 issue ( America Magazine)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAINTS OF THE DAY 

  

Saint Gregory the Great  

September 3.  Saint Gregory became pope at the age of 50. In his new role, he had much to 

do both within and outside the Church. Gregory proved to be a capable shepherd, addressing 

many ecclesial and civil issues with a firm, steady resolve. 

Saint Gregory the Great | Jusepe de Ribera, also known as José de Ribera 

 

 

Saint Rose of Viterbo 

September 4.  Saint Rose achieved sainthood in only 18 years of life. She had shown a great 

desire for prayer early in life, and joined the Secular Franciscan at the age of 10. Rose 

preached in the streets and was very generous to the poor.. 

Santa Rosa e San Donnino | fresco, Duomo di Ivrea | photo by Laurom 

 

 

 

Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

September 5.  Perhaps Saint Monica is best known as the mother of Saint Augustine—a 

pretty noble label. But Saint Monica was also the mother of two other children, and is known 

as a woman of great prayer. We know that she prayed for the conversion of her son, and her 

prayers were heard. She also prayed for and obtained the conversion of her husband and 

mother-in-law. 

 

 

Blessed Claudio Granzotto  

September 6.  Blessed Claudio was the youngest of nine children whose father died when 

Claudio was only nine years old. At the age of 15 he entered the army where he served for 

three years. Eventually, he joined the Franciscans and was known for his artistic abilities. 

Blessed Claudio Granzotto | photo by Infovalli It 

 

Blessed Frédéric Ozanam 

September 7.  The martyrdom of John the Baptist is one of the most gruesome stories in the 

New Testament. Yet it is the story of the victory of faith and loyalty over cowardice and hate. 

A king makes a careless promise and does not have the courage or integrity to do the right 

thing when his jealous wife takes advantage. This is one of those blunt stories of what living 

faithfully is all about. 

Frontispiece from Complete Works of Frederic Ozanam, Lecoffre editions, Paris , 1862 (second edition) 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 6 & 7, 2019 

Friday 5 – 10 p.m.  |  Saturday 12 – 10 p.m. 

1400 Main St. (Rte. 13), N. Leominster 

 

www.facebook.com/OLLparishbazaar 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH  

& 

HOLY TRINITY CHAPEL 

Invite you and your family to 

their International Food Festival 

SAT. SEPTEMBER 14, 2019 

11 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
750 Union St., Leominster 

Food, entertainment, raffles, yard sale, 

games, and more! 


