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If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. (Psalm 95, 8-9) 

God’s silence in the midst of life's brokenness, trials, and disappointments is a hard pill to swallow when we do not have 

or get answers we want. Many have totally abandoned faith at this moment. They ask, Is God really there? 

Habakkuk, the prophet, almost gets to this! Who was Habakkuk and what was his dilemma? He existed as a prophet 

prior to the destruction and collapse of the holy city Jerusalem, the temple and the southern kingdom Judah. God and the 

prophet have an honest and oftentime heartrending conversation about life and the events in the seventh century B.C. 

Habakkuk complains, why does God not do something? Destruction and violence surround the prophet day after day — 

why do the wicked prosper? Why do the innocent suffer? Might God be on the side of injustice? 

The Lord answers Habakkuk, “justice will be served”: 

Write down the vision clearly upon the tablets, 

 so that one can read it readily. 

 For the vision still has its time, 

 presses on to fulfillment, and will not disappoint; 

 if it delays, wait for it, 

 it will surely come, it will not be late. 

The rash one has no integrity; 

 but the just one, because of his faith, shall live. (Hab 2, 2-4) 

Habakkuk must trust in God and in his prayer. 

Have faith; live by faith. To believe means to be ‘rooted’ in God. This is the answer to the paradox of God’s silence. 

Justice will be served; to believe is to be rooted in God. How this can be hard? 

There are some who may conclude that faith or religion is just a comfort pill. Others may think faith is all about being 

‘docile.’ No! God has the answers; stay rooted in Him. 

This deep conviction must be at the core of the disciple’s heart. “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would 

say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.” (Luke 17, 6). The tininess of the 

mustard seed is deceptive. In it there is a hidden power/presence, unrecognizable by the human eye or intellect. How 

dumb it is to think that from this smallest of seeds can grow the largest of trees?  The hidden presence /power is more of 

quality than quantity. It is God who gives ‘the increase.’ To believe God is to believe in his power. 

We pray that we may trust in God. We pray that we may believe and there be always ‘rooted’ in God. Not only in 

challenging moments but ‘always’. 

What falsehoods, false things, temptations today might turn your attention away from God? How do you do with 

patience and self-control? What mustard seeds have transformed your life (little/negligible/unnoticed moments)? 

A Blessed week in the Lord! 

Fr. Anthony 

 

 

 

To everyone who made last Saturday’s Oktoberfest  

and the Bishop's Mass on Sunday a success: 

Claude Poirier and his team of volunteers, The Women's 

Guild, Knights of Columbus, Lucy Marcil and the CCD 

team, all who worked the White Elephant Sale, the 

Choir, Altar Servers, Louise and Marc. Thank you to all. 

 

Saint Boniface Church 
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM   

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   

(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend)  
 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 
Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9
th

 grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10
th

 grade. For 
young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one 
year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation 
process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those 
who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480   In Service to One. In Service to all. The members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining  

the Knights should contact Grand Knight James Dijak (978) 534-7956 or Deputy Grand Knight Brian Cusick 

 (978) 534-2326, or you can email the Council at  kofc16480@gmail.com. 

 

PARISH STAFF:   

Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor     978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry  617-823-4237  

Louise Nadeau, Sacristan   

Jacquie Cronin, Ministry Schedule  978-582-7040 jaccronin@comcast.net 

Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

 

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that  

so that we can stay in touch with you via email with faith formation news, notice of special events, volunteer 

opportunities, and more. Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue any verification  

of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters. 

  

From the Desk of the Pastor 

mailto:stbonifaceparish@verizon.net
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Please join the Women's Guild for an evening of Praying the Living 

Rosary on Thursday, October 17th at 7:00 PM. We will meet upstairs in  

the church for this special evening. Stay after as we gather downstairs for 

fellowship. We will be planning to make and coordinate the ornaments for 

the Women’s Guild Christmas Tree. We look forward to having you join us! 

HANNAFORD REUSABLE BAG FUNDRAISER 

During the month of October, for every orange and brown  

reusable bag purchased, the St. Boniface Social Action Committee will receive a $1.00 donation. 

Hannaford will also donate 4 meals to those in need for every bag sold.  Please help support the  

SAC and those in need by stocking up on these very sturdy large bags (only the orange and brown).  

They are located on a kiosk near the pharmacy and at each of the checkouts. Thank you! 

 

Believe It 

Faith. What is faith? 

“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” So says the Letter to the Hebrews 

(Hebrews 11:1). 

We need and want to love and be loved and it takes time to learn how. 

Do you have any doubt that various cities around the world exist, even though you have not actually walked in 

them? Moscow, Katmandu, Tokyo? And, can you make plans for dinner with a friend if you suspect that s/he is just a 

figment of your imagination? No. So, you have a conviction of things (or persons) not seen. You have faith. This is a 

first answer, a ground level meaning of the word faith, a simple one. We can say “God exists,” but others might reply, 

“so what? I believe my spleen exists, but so what?” So, maybe there is more than a simple belief that “God exists.” 

That “more” might mean relationship. 

You have assurance that a friend will be loyal to you, will be true to the promise contained in friendship. You have 

faith that your relationship with your friend will not expire. This is a higher level of faith. It includes doubt as well. 

There are moments when it feels like a trusted friend has turned away from you. Such moments are terrible. Some 

people avoid close relationships altogether just for fear of this kind of a betrayal! Understandable as such fear is, all 

of us need gradually and prudently to open ourselves up to deeper friendships. We need and want to love and be 

loved and it takes time to learn how. Hurt does not have to mean cancellation. 

We see a third level of faith in the First Reading. The prophet Habbakuk witnesses a lot of harm and speaks to God 

with great emotion. 

How long, O Lord? I cry for help but you do not listen. Why do you let me see ruin? Why must I look at misery? 

Maybe Habbakuk did not know that hurt can be part of a good relationship. He demands to know how the Lord 

could be so unmoved. Surprisingly, God answers, in a lengthy and encouraging reply. “The vision still has its time,” he 

says, it “presses on to fulfillment, and it will not disappoint; if it delays, wait for it, it will surely come.” 

Reassuring. 

However, the stumbling block in this level is “wait for it.” God will make things better but not yet. Our insides scream 

“Not yet! What are you talking about? Why don’t you help us right now? Why are you delaying and giving suffering 

such a feast?” 

The apostles say roughly the same thing to Jesus in the Gospel: Increase our faith! What is the Lord’s answer? It 

surely seems like delay, delay, delay. But, in truth, God is using delay as a way of increasing our faith. What if we are 

not yet ready for the depth of God's answers? What if we are not quite ready for true relationship? God brings us 

along until we become ready for more. According to Jesus it does not matter how much faith you have, a car-load or 

a teaspoon-full. Stay in there and the remainder will come, he says. 

~ John Foley, SJ 
Father Foley can be reached at: johnbfoleysj@gmail.com 

 

  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sat Oct 5 4:00 pm Joseph Simoneau, by M. Demarais 

Sun Oct 6 8:00 am Our Parish Family 

  10:30 am Our Parish Family 

 

Collection Report 
 

Weekend of September 29, 2019 

Sunday Ordinary: $1964 .00 

Maintenance: 45 .00 

Religious Ed: 10 .00 

Catholic Schools: 306 .00 

Other: 5 .00 

Total 

Contributions: 
 

$2330 .00 

Thank you for your continued 

support!   
 

In the Beginning… 

One day a famous scientist decided that there was no longer any need on Earth for God. And the man proceeded to tell Him so. 

“God, You’re completely irrelevant,” he declared. “It’s the 21st century, and people have made great strides in the fields of medicine, astronomy, 
and geoscience. So it’s time You stop insisting that people pray to You and believe in Your power.” 

God listened, and then He replied: “Well, before I distance myself from the world, let’s have a contest. How about we both create a human being?” 

“Sure!” the scientist said smugly, reaching for a test tube in his lab. 

“Wait, wait!” God said. “We’re going to do this the way I did back in the Garden of Eden.” 

“OK, no problem,” the scientist said as he put the test tube back on his shelf. He walked outside, bent down and picked up a handful of dirt.  

God looked at him. “No, no, no,” He said. “You have to come up with your own dirt!” 

From Hey! Christians Have a Sense of Humor, Too! Written and compiled by Patricia Mitchell in association with Product Concept Mfg., Inc. 

Religious Ed. Announcements 

 There is Religious Education this weekend for all students PreK/K to Grade 10. It is the first hospitality of the 

year. Please join us for food and fellowship. z 

 It is also the 3rd grade Mass at 10:30AM. All families are encouraged to attend. 

 There is NO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION next weekend (Oct. 13
th

) in observance of Columbus Day. Classes resume 

the weekend of Oct. 20
th

.   

 We are currently collecting donations of pasta sauce and spaghetti for our first Spaghetti Supper on Saturday, 

October 26
th

 beginning at 5PM. This is a parish-wide event. We will serve dinner from 5 –6:30 PM. Take out will 

be available. Donations of pasta sauce and spaghetti may be dropped off outside the Religious Ed office.  

Sept. 29, 2019 
~ 

Bishop McManus celebrated the 75th Wedding 
Anniversary Mass of Mario and Ann Patacchiola 
with the Saint Boniface parish community. 

A reception for Mario and Ann 
was held under the big tent after 
the Mass. 



Why Is Our Prayer Met With God’s Silence? 

The poem “In a Country Church” was penned by the Anglican priest and poet, R. S. Thomas. A man enters an empty 

church. It is a cold day in the start of winter. He is seeking God. The same act is repeated countless times each day in 

churches all over the world, ever since there have been churches. 

Here is a question to bring to the poem. Does the one who comes to  

this empty church seeking God find his Lord? 

To one kneeling down no word came, 

Only the wind’s song, saddening the lips  

Of the grave saints, rigid in glass; 

Or the dry whisper of unseen wings, 

Bats not angels, in the high roof. 

Was he balked by silence? He kneeled long 

And saw love in a dark crown 

Of thorns blazing, and a winter tree 

Golden with fruit of a man’s body. 

Was something of God’s glory seen in this empty, wintry church?  

“To one kneeling down no word came.” Yet this seeker has come, most 

likely, many times before. Was he expecting to hear a voice from heaven? 

First, the faith of the one praying is slightly taunted. Listening prayerfully to God’s silence, he only hears the wind, whipping 

through the world. Why can’t the one who comes into church this cold day find the Lord, who gave such meaning to the 

lives of the grave window saints, frozen in wintry light? At least the sound of wings brought angels to mind in this faithful 

soul. Yet the bats only bellow how empty, how useless this house of God is to most of the world. “Was he balked by 

silence?” Did one more, innumerable soul seek God’s glory, God’s presence, God’s balm, only to leave as lonely as he 

came? 

Note that he kneels. This is the second deliberate opening of himself to God. The first was coming into the church. The 

seeker knows that God is not an object to be studied, one more part of the world to be mastered. The one praying must 

open himself to God, become vulnerable, look foolish even to himself, as he is taunted by silence, wind and bats. 

If one theme runs throughout the entire New Testament it is that knowledge of God comes from intimacy with God. 

Chosen disciples, not the entire apostolic band, ascend the mountain with Jesus. Does Christ choose to make them his 

intimates by showing them his glory? Or does he show them his glory because they are his friends? The latter corresponds 

to our own experience. 

On the mountain, they open themselves to God in prayer. Only then is his glory, the reality, the weight and wealth of God’s 

life revealed to them. Notice how tightly St. Luke ties this moment of glory to the Christ’s coming cataclysm in Jerusalem: 

While he was praying his face changed in appearance 

and his clothing became dazzling white. 

And behold, two men were conversing with him, Moses and Elijah, 

who appeared in glory and spoke of his exodus 

that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem (9:29-31). 

In the dead of winter—winter outside, winter in his soul—he sees the empty branches of winter’s tree, the cross of Christ, 

and there he espies that it is “Golden with fruit of a man’s body.” He sees in the naked, tortured-yet-beautiful flesh of the 

savior something of the same glory that the disciples saw on the mountain. The glory they would see again as the 

pondered in their imaginations Christ on the cross of Calvary. 

The world is wintry and silent. Yet on a winter tree, love reveals itself to the one who seeks. He will depart in the deepest of 

silences. There is nothing to share. Only the best of poets could hint at what it means to look upon love itself. Fortunately, 

Ronald Stuart Thomas was one of the best. 

~ Terrance Klein 

The Rev. Terrance W. Klein is a priest of the Diocese of Dodge City and author of Vanity Faith. 

 

 

SAINTS OF THE DAY 

  

 

Our Lady of the Rosary 

October 7.  The rosary is a truly Catholic devotion. It is a form of prayer and meditation in 

honor of Mary and celebrates the mysteries of Jesus' and Mary’s lives. It has been called a 

miniature catechism highlighting the key events of our faith. Our Lady of the Rosary 

remembers Mary’s intercession and celebrates this popular devotion.  

Stained Glass Window: Our Lady of the Rosary | St. Nicholas Church, Osgood, Ohio 

 

Saint John Leonardi  

October 8.  Saint John Leonardi was a priest and founder of the Clerks Regular of the 

Mother of God. He also formed the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. Father Leonardi 

and his priests became a great power for good in 16th century Italy. 

Body of Saint John Leonardi | Santa Maria in Portico in Campitelli, Rome 

 

St. Denis and Companions 

October 9.  This martyr and patron of France is regarded as the first bishop of Paris.  

His popularity is due to a series of legends, especially those connecting him with the great 

abbey church of St. Denis in Paris.  

Detail | Louis XII of France Kneeling in Prayer | Jean Bourdichon 

 

Saint Francis Borgia  

October 10.  Saint Francis Borgia had it made according to every social standard. He had 

name, position, power, etc. But after a series of events, including the death of his wife, he 

joined the Jesuits, where he used his professional talents and abilities in the service of his 

Order and the Church. 

Carlos V receives a visit from Saint Francis Borgia in Yuste | Joaquín María Herrer y Rodríguez 

 

Saint John XXIII 

October 11.  A shy, retiring man with a wonderful sense of humor, Cardinal Angelo 

Roncalli became our beloved Pope Saint John XXIII. Perhaps the greatest irony was that his 

fellow Cardinals elected him as a stop-gap pope to give them time to get the politics ironed 

out for a more permanent candidate. Little did they know what the Holy Spirit had in store 

for the Church through this “temporary” Pope. 

Pope John XXIII begins the Mass | Saint Peter’s Basilica, October 11, 1959 | photo by Medici con l’Africa Cuamm 

 


