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"Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven,  

when all the proud  

and all evildoers will be stubble..." 

(Malachi 3, 19) 
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A ‘Note of Thanks’ to these fine 

sponsors; without their support our 

bulletin would not be possible. Please 

thank them with your patronage. 

For ad information call the parish 

office 978-582-4008 
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ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. 

Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 
       Children Ages:                                        Open 

       2.9 through 7 years                                 7:30AM-5:30 PM 
 

P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462-0195 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • FAX (978) 345-9482 

www.chaptruck.com 

http://www.andersonfuneral.com/
mailto:Tmurphyesq@aol.com
http://www.robertalario.com/
mailto:bob@robertalario.com


 

Sunday Reflection: November 17  

Live differently 

Faith in Action! There is nothing that beats seeing one who witnesses his or her faith by actions, wouldn’t you 

agree? 

We have had a good last few weekends of ‘action’ at the parish. A few weeks ago was Blood and Bone 

Marrow Drive and Parish Community Service Day, last weekend was the Veterans Day Mass and Breakfast, 

this weekend is our annual “Praise Him All Ways” Thanksgiving Songfest! For a little parish like ours, we  

do a lot! Many thanks to all who make this happen. Let us continue that way. 

Thanksgiving is Thursday next week. We shall only have a Thanksgiving Vigil Mass on Wednesday, 

November 27 at 6:30 p.m. As usual it is a season of gathering, traveling, hosting guests, visiting, college 

students back home, etc. As we take a little time for ‘us’ and family, let us remember God of course! —  

The one from whom all good things come. 

The Advent season comes right after Thanksgiving. We have a packed season here at the parish. After all 

Masses on the first weekend of Advent ( Nov. 30/Dec. 1)  we will proceed downstairs before the Final 

Blessing to light the trees of Christmas as decorated by different ministries in our parish. This is a first! Join 

us. Also look out for our Advent schedule and come participate. The purpose of the Advent season is to 

prepare us for the birth of Christ. We do so spiritually first. We pray that we open the eyes and ears of our 

hearts to God’s presence in our midst and to be firm agents of Hope and Peace in the world. 

The last Sundays of the Church year speak about the “end times.” The tone of the readings is somewhat dark 

and melancholic, for example from today's first reading,  “Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, when 

all the proud and all evildoers will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire, leaving them 

neither root nor branch, says the LORD of hosts.” (Mal 3, 19) or the Gospel, “All that you see here — the days 

will come when there will not be left a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down.” (Luke 21, 5-6). 

Why all this and what is the point? Christians or believers must be different. They must be ready to put Christ 

at the center of their lives, and this will require hard choices, a change in behavior or attitude toward others 

and the world, often times this will lead to difficulties, being despised, rejected or underrated by worldly 

standards. There is a price for this! It is like being in a battle of sorts. The Scriptures use apocalyptic language 

to highlight something important and that is 'giving witness'. Giving testimony by our lives is much needed in 

society today. There is no easy way out. So…are you ready to live differently? And to pay ‘a price’ for this? 

Have a Blessed Week in the Lord!  

~ Fr. Anthony 
 

 

The Season of Advent Begins the Weekend of  

Nov 30/Dec 1, 2019. In addition to the daily morning 

and evening Masses, we have an Advent Guest Homilist 

series, plus a lot more (look out for our Advent schedule 

that will be out soon!). 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. 
(John 1,14) 

A Ceremony of Blessing and Lighting of Christmas Trees 

will kick off our season after the 4 PM Mass in the Parish 

Hall. You are welcome! 

 

Saint Boniface Church 
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM   

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   

(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend)  
 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9
th

 grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10
th

 grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one 

year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation 

process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those 

who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480   In Service to One. In Service to all. The members meet in the Parish Hall on 

 the first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight James Dijak (978-534-7956) or Deputy Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119), or you can email the Council at  

kofc16480@gmail.com. 

 

PARISH STAFF:   

Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor     978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry  617-823-4237  

Louise Nadeau, Sacristan   

Jacquie Cronin, Ministry Schedule  978-582-7040 jaccronin@comcast.net 

Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

 

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that  

so that we can stay in touch with you via email with faith formation news, notice of special events, volunteer 

opportunities, and more. Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue any verification  

of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters. 

  

From the Desk of the Pastor 

http://www.stboniface-lunenburg.org/


 

FESTIVAL of LIGHTS!  Lectors, Eucharistic  

Ministers, Choir, Religious Ed Teachers, Social Action  

Ministry, Knights of Columbus and Women’s Guild  

Members will all gather in the hall on Tuesday, Nov. 26  

at 6:30 pm to trim Christmas Trees in the theme of their  

ministry. Pizza and beverages will be served, and the  

sounds of Christmas will be in the air. Let’s all come out  

to show Fr. Anthony how Christmases in Lunenburg are  

celebrated! RSVP to your ministry leaders so we order  

enough food. Father will bless the trees on the weekend. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Advent, prepare to wait 

Only a saint could maintain the patience needed to confront  

the craziness of Christmas, at least the secular Christmas 

shopping season. That's too bad, because something gets 

overlooked in the rush—and that's Advent, the liturgical season 

that we just started. 

Advent is a time of waiting. And waiting is something we all do: 

we wait for good news, a better job, or just for life to improve. 

Advent is when we think about waiting for Christ, and so it fits in 

perfectly with our natural human longings. “Come, thou long  

expected Jesus,” as the hymn goes. Advent is also the time of beautiful Scripture readings, perfect for prayer, 

like those we read this year in the Book of Baruch: “Jerusalem take off your robe of mourning and misery, put 

on the splendor of glory from God forever.” 

To carve out time for prayer in Advent, why not cut back on the craziness of Christmas preparations. Maybe 

send cards only to close friends and family; drop one present per person from your list; and go only to the most 

essential holiday gatherings. Does that sound selfish? It's just the opposite! It will give you more time to spend 

with those you love, and more time to spend in prayer. 

Advent may be when you can really settle into your spiritual life, by finding joy in the season and less stress in 

Christmas. In short, Advent may be the time that you've been waiting for! 

|  James Martin, S.J 

The Rev. James Martin, S.J., is a Jesuit priest, author and editor at large at America 

 

On the feast of Christ the King, is Jesus your leader? 

Next Sunday, November 24, we celebrate the “Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe,” a day 

more commonly known as the “Feast of Christ the King.”  It’s a relatively new addition to the liturgical calendar, 

having been instituted by Pope Pius XI in 1925. His intent was to counter growing secularism in the culture in 

which God is left out of our lives, and, in fact, a world in which we live our lives as if God did not exist. The 

institution of this feast came soon after World War I, and so it was also, in part, a response to the deep feelings 

of despair and confusion that followed the war. After such a bloodbath, people were tempted to ask, “Is anyone 

in charge of this world?” So the feast was an antidote to some of these dark feelings.  Today, however, many of 

us feel uncomfortable with the language of kingship, since relatively few of us, unlike in centuries past, live 

under a monarchy. Very few of us think of the world in terms of who our king is. And, also, for many of us the 

language of kingship is sexist. 

So what can we take from this feast?  Well, the most important thing is not whether you live under a 

monarchical rule, or do or don’t like the “king language,” but whether Jesus really is the one who you consider 

your leader, and whether you grasp that God truly does rein over the universe.  You know, whenever people 

read the First Commandment, which talks about not worshiping gods other than the One True God, people 

sometimes laugh. They say, “Well, I obviously don’t worship some other God. And I don’t have little statues or 

idols that I worship.”  But then if you ask them if their lives are ordered around something like money or status 

or power or security or physical health, they’ll pause. Because maybe one of those things has become a kind of 

God for them. A king of kings. So one question to ask yourself this week may be, “Who is in charge of my life?” 

|  James Martin, S.J 

The Rev. James Martin, S.J., is a Jesuit priest, author and editor at large at America 

 

  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sat Nov 16 4:00 pm Our Parish Family 

Sun Nov 17 
8:00 am 

10:30 am 

Our Parish Family 

Our Parish Family 

Sat Nov 23 4:00 pm 
Joe Simoneau, by the Knights 

of Columbus Council 16480 

Sun Nov 24 
8:00 am 

10:30 am 

Anne Rivard, by Michael Rivard 

Our Parish Family 

 

COLLECTION REPORT 

WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 10, 2019 

SUNDAY 

ORDINARY: $3,446.00 

MAINTENANCE: 230.00 

FUEL: 0.00 

HOLY DAYS: 45.00 

OTHER: 30.00 

TOTAL 

CONTRIBUTIONS: $3,751.00 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 

“ANGELS AUCTION DINNER” 2019 

Emmanuel Catholic Radio will host its live 

“Angels Auction Charity Dinner” Thursday 

December 12. Bid online at 1230radio.com 

Nov. 25 – Dec. 11 for great items, holiday 

gifts, and more. Then join us for a fun live 

auction event at St. Paul’s Cathedral, 

Worcester 6-9pm Thurs., Dec. 12. Your 

generous tax-deductible donation will 

help keep Catholic Radio on the air in the 

Diocese of Worcester.  For more 

information call (508) 767-1230 or email 

cindy.dorsey@1230radio.com.  

SOUNDS OF THE SEASON 

The Montachusett Chorale will perform 

its holiday concert, "Sounds of the 

Season", on Sunday, December 8th at  

2 pm in Tata Auditorium, Leominster City 

Hall, 25 West Street. This concert will 

benefit the Catholic Charities' Women's 

Recovery Program in Leominster. 

Tickets are $12 in advance, $15 at the 

door, under 18 admitted free. Tickets can 

be purchased in the Mayor's Office or on 

their website: montachusettchorale.org 

using Paypal. Pre-paid online tickets will 

be held at the door. 

2019 GRAND ANNUAL APPEAL:  

To date, 5 families have pledged 

$5,600 toward our goal of $50,000.  



 

Saint Boniface Community Service Day 

November 2, 2019 

Tim Murphy and crew helped clean up the yard of 

parishioners Mario and Ann Patacchiola. Several 

other crews worked at different locations around 

Lunenburg to assist elderly and disabled residents. 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education Reminders 

 Grade 4 Mass is on Sunday, November 17 at 10:30 am. 

 Grade 5 Mass is on Sunday, December 1 at 10:30 am. 

 Advent retreat is on Saturday November 23 from 9-12. Students and Parents of children in 

Grades 1-5 are invited to attend.  Lunch will be served at noon.  

 Hospitality is on December 1 after all the Masses.  Please join us for food and fellowship.  

This is open to all in the church community.  

 Thank you for the overwhelming response to the Thanksgiving baskets. All requests for 

baskets will be filled. We are organizing with our Confirmation families to deliver them on 

Wednesday, November 27.  All donations should be dropped off to the church by Sunday, 

November 24.  Thank you all again. 

 Our annual Breakfast in Bethlehem is taking place on Sunday, December 22 after the 8 am 

Mass.  Children in grades 1-8 will take you back in time to the birth of Jesus. This is a full 

pancake breakfast. Please bring your family to this special event.   

 NO CLASSES on December 29.  Classes for all students resume on January 5, 2020. 

 

 
Catholicism Video Series 

presented by Bishop Robert Barron 

The Series will be offered throughout the following Sundays of Advent. 

Sundays:  Dec 1, 8, 15  2019 

Time:  9:15-10:15 AM 

Location:  in the Parish Hall 

What really is Catholicism? How has or is it  celebrated throughout the  

World? you will be surprised by these series. They are well done and you  

might learn something new about your faith . Join us! 

 

SAINTS OF THE DAY November 18 - 22 

  

 

Dedication of Churches of Saints Peter and Paul 

November 18.  November 18. St. Peter Basilica is probably the most famous 

church in Christendom and the largest in the city of Rome. St. Paul Outside-the-

Walls is second in size only to St. Peter’s. Built over the presumed graves of 

these two saints, they are attractive places of prayer for the faithful.. 

Image: The Papal Basilica of Saint Peter in the Vatican | photo by Fczarnowski  

Image: Statue of Saint Paul in front of the facade of the Basilica of Saint Paul, Rome | photo by Berthold Werner 

 

Saint Agnes of Assisi 

November 19.  Often confused with Saint Agnes of Bohemia to whom Saint 

Clare wrote her famous letters, Saint Agnes of Assisi was Saint Clare’s younger 

biological sister as well as first follower in the way poverty. 

Saint Agnes of Assisi | France | gift of E. Royall Tyler 

 

Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne 

November 20.  Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne, a Sister of the Society of the 

Sacred Heart and French by birth, was an early missionary to the United States. 

There she and her sisters faced formidable difficulties, but finally settled in 

Missouri and built the first free school west of the Mississippi in the town of St. 

Charles. 

Mosaic of Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne in the Cathedral Basilica in St. Louis, MO | photo by Andrew Balet 

 

Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

November 21.  This feast celebrates Mary's presentation in the Temple by her 

parents Anna and Joachim. While it is not mentioned in Scripture, there is early 

evidence that this event was celebrated in both the Eastern and Western 

Churches. 

Presentation of Mary in the Temple | Alfonso Boschi | photo by sailko 

 

Saint Cecilia 

November 22.  Although there is little historical evidence concerning the life of 

Saint Cecilia, she is one of the famous martyrs of the Church in Rome. She is 

mentioned in the list of saints in the first Eucharistic Prayer–Roman Canon. 

Cecilia is often depicted playing an organ. 

Saint Cecilia | photo by Jill Watson 

 


