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Sunday Reflection: December 8  

On that day…   

The wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the 

young lion shall browse together with a little child to guide them.  (Isaiah 11, 6) 

Is any of the above possible? Who of us would let their little child near any of these wild beasts, let alone let it guide 

them? When will all this happen? What time? What day? 

The ‘future’ is something that is always on our mind. It frankly might even preoccupy us more these days. Which parent 

does not worry about securing a better tomorrow for his family, working long hours, putting in overtime, enduring often 

times unbearable people or places just to make sure the future is better taken care of. How many people say quiet 

prayers for peace and harmony in their lives? 

The first reading is about ‘a longing’ or ‘a thirst’ for an age (a day, a future) that will be ‘peaceable’. The Prophet Isaiah 

forecasts for his listeners that a ‘day is coming’ when a new dawn will come on the earth. It will be a time of peace. 

When that day arrives, there will come a new savior king (messiah). We will no longer be afraid of one another. There will 

be no fear. The attitude of living shall no longer be one of power and domination, hunter and prey (animal kingdom). 

Most importantly when this new era arrives, ‘others’ must matter, not in as much as they are used as a tool or stepping 

stone to get to one’s hidden agenda or take advantage, No! It will be a time free of competition and manipulation. All 

this the spirit of the new savior will overcome. Justice and peace will flourish. 

Where is this kingdom or era? When will it come, we still ask? 

For John the Baptist, this kingdom is at hand, but it is not a physical area or territory as such. It is an attitude of living 

which begins in our hearts — a heart that is ready to change (conversion), a heart that is ready to rid itself of the 

malignant forces of malice and insincerity (a viper-like attitude). In such a heart, others matter. 

Jesus indeed is the new savior king who comes. He comes to bring us true peace. 

Are we ready to be agents of this kingdom, here and now? Are we willing to become ‘peacemakers’? Bring people 

together? Are we ready to refuse the worldly spirit of power and domination and embrace a spirit of service and 

selflessness, to make sure that everyone matters?  

Have a Blessed week in the Lord!  

~ Fr. Anthony 
 

Blessing of Christmas Trees 

The use of the Christmas tree is relatively modern. Its origins are found in the 

medieval mystery plays that depicted the tree of paradise and the Christmas light 

or candle that symbolized Christ, the Light of the World. According to custom, the 

Christmas tree is set up just before Christmas and may remain in place until the 

Solemnity of Epiphany. The lights of the tree are illuminated after the prayer of blessing. 

In the home the Christmas tree may be blessed by a parent or another family 

member, in connection with the evening meal on the Vigil of Christmas or at 

another suitable time on Christmas Day. 

We will bless the Christmas trees set up and decorated by our different parish 

ministries at the 10:30 AM  Mass on Sunday, Dec 22, 2019. 

Thank you to Claire, Carla, Norm, Rick and all those who made the “Ceremony of 

Tree Decorating” a special event — and a first. 

Saint Boniface Church 
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM   

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   

(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend)  
 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9
th

 grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10
th

 grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one 

year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation 

process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those 

who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480   In Service to One. In Service to all. The members meet in the Parish Hall on 

 the first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight James Dijak (978-534-7956) or Deputy Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119), or you can email the Council at  

kofc16480@gmail.com. 

 

PARISH STAFF:   

Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor     978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry  617-823-4237  

Louise Nadeau, Sacristan   

Jacquie Cronin, Ministry Schedule  978-582-7040 jaccronin@comcast.net 

Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

 

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that  

so that we can stay in touch with you via email with faith formation news, notice of special events, volunteer 

opportunities, and more. Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue any verification  

of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters. 

  

From the Desk of the Pastor 

http://www.stboniface-lunenburg.org/


 

SPECIAL THANKS and gratitude to all the  

folks who serve our many ministries for  

creating ornaments and coming out to decorate 

the beautiful trees in the hall. You all go far  

above and beyond and this parish is so grateful  

for your stewardship! Fr. Anthony will bless  

the trees the weekend of December 21/22 at   

all the Masses.  

____________________________________ 

CAROLING IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD  
Sunday, December 22, the Choir (plus any of  
you!) will visit 8 or 9 homes in Lunenburg,  
bringing a little joy, laughter, and a gift. The  
Holidays are not joyful for all, particularly  
when one is experiencing health issues or loss.   
Consider meeting us at 12 noon on 12/22.  
Bring your jingle bells and your children.  
No previous singing experience necessary!  

______________________________________________________ 

GIVING TREE:   Giving Tree tags are available on the trees at the  

back of the church. Please take a tag or two to help others in need.  

Unwrapped gifts should be placed in gift bags and returned by  

December 15. Instructions for each gift are on the back of the tags —  

be sure to attach the tag to the gift bag. As always, thank you very  

much for your generosity. 
___________________________________________________________ 

Spend an evening of this holy season with the 

WOMEN OF CHRISTMAS 

sponsored by t he Women‘s Guild 

Thursday Dec. 19, 6:30 PM in the Parish Hall 

Pastor Judy Jones will be our guest speaker.  

______________________________________________________ 

The Women's Guild would like to thank all those who helped  

with our annual pie sale — those who spent their Friday night  

preparing the pies, those who contributed pies and all those who  

purchased a pie. We are grateful to all of you. We would like to  

especially thank Dick's Market Garden and Flat Hill Orchards  

for their donation of apples, and Hannaford Supermarket for their  

donation to help purchase supplies. Please thank these businesses   

when you are there! 

 

THE PEACEABLE KINGDOM 

DIANNE BERGANT, C.S.A. 

"The Peaceable Kingdom,” a print by the German-born 

illustrator Fritz Eichenberg, is one of many artistic representa-

tions of the oft-quoted passage from Isaiah we hear today.  

We see animals that are natural enemies sitting together 

peacefully under the widespread branches of a sheltering tree: 

a lion, a bear, a cheetah, a wolf, a snake, along with lambs, a 

rabbit and a small child in their midst. When we consider the 

reality of the world of which we are a part, we might wonder:  

Is this scene merely a fanciful myth? An impossible dream?  

Or might it be a vision of our future, promised by God? 

We sometimes forget that passages depicting such tranquility are meant as characterizations of future times, 

not descriptions of present reality. The future form of the verbs tell us this. Isaiah envisions a future king who 

will be filled with the spirit of the Lord and whose rule will establish peace. Perhaps at the time, Israel was en-

during some political struggle or was threatened with invasion by enemies. In the face of acknowledged vulner-

ability and fear of attack, the prophet paints a picture of reconciliation and peace. Is this an example of denial, 

or of unrealistic optimism? On the contrary, Isaiah is reminding the people that real peace comes from God. 

Paul’s words to the Romans might well be addressed to us today: “Whatever was written previously [the 

passage from Isaiah] was written for your instruction, that by endurance and by the encouragement of the 

Scriptures we might have hope.” Hope for what? Surely more than merely the coming of Christmas. We know 

that Advent is a time set aside for us to remember that God is indeed “God-with-us.” The conviction of God’s 

presence in our midst is the grounding for the peace of which we speak at Christmas, the peace for which we  

all so earnestly yearn. 

If peace is of God, do we simply wait patiently for God to give it? By no means. The words of John the Baptist 

are loud and clear today: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” “Repent” comes from the Greek root 

for metánoia, a change of mind and heart. The peaceable kingdom of God for which we long may require that 

we put an ax to resentments and biases that are rooted in our hearts. We may have to winnow our greed and 

overindulgence; we may have to burn the chaff of our impatience. Only then will the wolf and the lamb, the 

leopard and the kid, the calf and the lion, the child and the cobra find rest under the widespread branches of a 

sheltering tree in the peaceable kingdom. 

Dianne Bergant is professor of biblical studies at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago. 

This article also appeared in print, under the headline “The Peaceable Kingdom,” in the November 29, 2004, issue. 

 

 

 

Religious Education Reminders 

 Our annual BREAKFAST IN BETHLEHEM is taking place on Sunday, December 22 after the 8 a.m. 

Mass.  We will take you back in time to the birth of Jesus. All students in Grades 1-9 will be participating 

in some aspect of the breakfast. This is a full pancake breakfast, free of charge, complete with a 

Christmas play.  Hope to see you there!   

 NO CLASSES on December 29.  Classes for all students resume on January 5, 2020. 

 

  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sat Dec 7 4:00 pm Our Parish Family 

Sun Dec 8 

8:00 am 

 

10:30 am 

Lawrence, Bernard & Joseph Paton, 

by Joan Conroy 

Our Parish Family 

Sat Dec 14 4:00 pm 
Louis & Angelina Arruda, 

by their children 

Sun Dec 15 
8:00 am 

10:30 am 

Our Parish Family 

Our Parish Family 

 

COLLECTION REPORT 

WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 1, 2019 

SUNDAY ORDINARY: $2,478.00 

MAINTENANCE: 727.00 

FLOWERS: 288.00 

HOLY DAY: 15.00 

OTHER: 5.00 

TOTAL 

CONTRIBUTIONS: $3,513.00 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 

GRAND ANNUAL APPEAL:  

To date, 33 families have pledged a total 

of $29,550 toward our goal of $50,000.  

SOUNDS OF THE SEASON 
The Montachusett Chorale will perform 

its holiday concert, "Sounds of the 

Season", on Sunday, December 8th at  

2 pm in Tata Auditorium, Leominster 

City Hall, 25 West Street. This concert 

will benefit the Catholic Charities' 

Women's Recovery Program in 

Leominster. Tickets are $12 in advance, 

$15 at the door, under 18 admitted free. 

Tickets can be purchased in the Mayor's 

Office or on their website: 

montachusettchorale.org using Paypal. 

Pre-paid online tickets will be held at  

the door. 
 

Detail from The Peaceable Kingdom by Edward Hicks, 1845 



 

QUIET PROPHET OF A DISTRACTED AGE 

I saw machines invading the land that had previously been the home of culture. 

— Romano Guardini Letters From Lake Como 

The Essence of Things 

A soft-spoken, short-statured man who in his one-on-one interactions was polite and friendly to a fault, 

Romano Guardini in his prose had the ability to zero in on the essence of things. His writing retained the 

gentleness of his personal demeanor, but it also displayed a firmness of purpose—a willingness to shake 

the reader from complacency. Most crucially, he had the patience to wait for answers to emerge. Letters 

From Lake Como, which is a collection of letters Guardini wrote to his friend Josef Weiger, concerns itself 

almost exclusively with an analysis of the problems posed by encroaching technology. 

It is not until the ninth and final letter, written three years into the correspondence, that a recommended 

course of action begins to surface. By that time a second world war, two atomic bombs, an emerging Cold 

War and the rise of the consumer society had made a grim case for the validity of his arguments. Guardini’s 

writing retained the gentleness of his personal demeanor, but it also displayed a firmness of purpose. 

Guardini’s critique of technology consists of three main points, all of which remain relevant in our current 

age of distraction. First, in the machine age we have lost the sense of immersion with nature that we once 

enjoyed. Guardini describes how earlier technologies such as the sailing vessel, the open hearth and the 

plow functioned in a direct, tactile collaboration with the natural world. These technologies were “[works] 

of the mind and spirit [but] also fully integrated into nature.” Subsequent innovations, such as the gasoline 

engine, electrical heating and the tractor, created a distance with the natural world, making it seem as if it 

were something to be conquered.  

The second point, which is closely related to the first, is that technology has given human beings 

tremendous power, yet our ethical standards have not kept pace with this rapid development; we are just 

as inclined to use this new power for ill as for good. Given the cataclysmic events of his lifetime, Guardini 

suspected that our worst instincts might have the upper hand. 

Lastly, the mechanization (and, in our current era, the digitization) of society has created a mechanized 

mind, leaving little room for an appreciation of, or even a tolerance for, the transcendent. This 

phenomenon has only increased since Guardini’s time. 

And here we arrive at the aspect of his work that cries out most loudly for a modern audience: Guardini’s 

advocacy for a new attitude of technology mindfulness, to be exercised at the individual level. As with his 

critique, the recommendation has three major components. 

First, we must reclaim the interior lives that technology has wrested from us. “Man’s depths must be 

reawakened,” Guardini writes; … In a word, man must learn again to meditate and to pray... He must step 

aside from the general hustle and bustle; must become tranquil and really “there,” opening his mind and 

heart wide to some word of piety or wisdom or ethical honor, whether he takes it from Scripture or Plato, 

from Goethe or Jeremias Gotthelf. 

A direct result of this recommitment to contemplation should be a greater sense of self-control. “Man must 

fight for inner health and freedom,” he writes, “against the machinations of advertising, the flood of loud 

sensationalism, against noise in all its forms (modern translation: We must create space between ourselves 

and our devices.). 

We must reclaim our common, eternal values and make these the impetus for all our decisions —  

the big decisions like how we raise our children and care for our ailing parents as well as the “small” 

decisions like how we interact with our devices. “By this I do not mean to follow a program of any kind,” 

Guardini writes, “but to make the simple responses that always were and always will be right.”  

Read the full article at www.americamagazine.org/arts-culture/2019/11/01/how-20th-century-theologian-became-quiet-prophet-our-distracted-age 

SAINTS OF THE DAY December 9 - 13 

  

 

Saint Juan Diego 

December 9. The fact that Our Lady appeared to a simple peasant has been viewed 

as a sure sign of Mary’s care for the “little people” of society. Saint Juan Diego 

played a major role in the recognition of the apparitions of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

Without his courageous witness few people would have known of her love for the 

indigenous peoples of Mexico — and elsewhere. 

Detail | Saint Juan Diego  |  photo by Lawrence OP 

 

Blessed Adolph Kolping 

December 10.  Concerned about the faith of young single men caught up in the 

industrial revolution in Germany, Blessed Adolph Kolping bucked social pressure 

by ministering to them. Today, the Kolping Society upholds the dignity of workers 

throughout the world. 

Adolph Kolping  |  Den katolske kirke 

 

 

Saint Damasus I 

December 11.  Saint Damasus was highly praised by his secretary, Saint Jerome. 

This adulation must have been much appreciated, as Saint Damasus faced the trials 

of the papacy in his day. A fearless leader, Saint Damasus did not always achieve 

victory in this life. 

Lithography of Pope Saint Damasus I  |  Pedro Augusto Guglielmi 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

December 12.  The Blessed Virgin’s appearance at Tepeyac to Saint Juan Diego in 

1531, was the beginning of a beautiful story of God’s and Mary’s love and care for 

the peoples of Mexico. As Our Lady of Guadalupe, the Blessed Virgin was named 

patroness of all of the Americas in 2003. 

The Virgin of Guadalupe  |  public domain 

 

Saint Lucy 

December 13. Little is known about Saint Lucy except that she had taken a vow  

of virginity, and that she was martyred in 304. Yet devotion to her sprung up in the 

early Church, and she is mentioned among the martyrs in the First Eucharistic 

Prayer. 

St. Lucy  |  photo by Lawrence OP 

 


