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“Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt,  

and stay there until I tell you.” 

(Matthew 2, 13) 
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Sunday Reflection: December 29  

Joseph rose in the night and took the child and his mother into Egypt. (Matthew 2, 14) 

Every time I come across an image, picture or carving of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, it looks almost perfect. Artists and craftsmen 

make sure to portray this family as still, calm, beautiful, spotless and holy. In real life however, how many of our families 

are or can be like this? Yet we know and believe that Jesus, Mary and Joseph are the Holy family, a model for us all. What does 

it take for us to be a little like them? Might this be the challenge of today’s readings on this feast of the Holy Family? 

The writer of Sirach in the first reading speaks about honor and respect of one’s parents: “whoever honors his father 

atones for sins, when he prays he is heard; he stores up riches  who reveres his mother, …he will have a long life” (keep 

in mind, this is a patriarchal society, hence the emphasis of ‘father’ and ‘He’). What makes a whole and holy family in this 

ancient worldview is the fulfillment of one’s obligations toward others. Children have a filial duty towards their parents 

and this will bring them blessings and prosperity with God. The point we might take from this is: being family is rooted 

in ‘a responsibility, an obligation towards others.’  Being family can never be about ‘rights’ or being entitled or personal 

benefit but more about serving others. This obligation is most crucial at the most frail state in life (when he is old, grieve 

him not, even if his mind fails, be considerate; kindness to a father will not be forgotten). In the difficult effort of fulfilling 

this obligation we attain holiness and wholeness. Sirach’s worldview, unlike ours today, might not stress or speak to 

brokenness in family but the point still remains: we have an obligation towards others. This makes us “family.” 

Joseph is again the key subject of today’s gospel. Twice he must rise in the night. First to flee to Egypt (Herod is searching to 

destroy the Child), then again he rises and brings the Child back to the Land of Israel. Though he doesn’t feel is it safe and he 

must withdraw to Galilee, to the town of Nazareth, Joseph never relents on his obligation, challenging as it was. He must 

protect his family. He will do so listening attentively to God’s will. Again, it is about fulfilling a responsibility towards others. 

What then is our challenge? What will make us, our families or societies, communities, nations live a little like the holy 

family? Rise!! ‘Rise in the night’ to the needs and concerns of others. We must look again at the most basic units of our 

human family but also the wider community and ask: are we concerned or responsible enough for others? Others who 

are in a frail or failing state? How responsible have we been? Might this obligation towards the other be what heals 

society’s big dilemmas of injustice, inequality, and poverty? 

Saint Paul says to the Colossians and to us: what we let control our hearts will determine what kind of “family” we are. 

He mentions putting on heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, 

forgiving one another and, above all, love. What do you ‘see’ in the world of today? How about our concern for the 

elderly, the sick, the innocent; did you note the Child Jesus was a refugee in Egypt? The readings seem to say to us: be 

less self preserving and more self giving. A true family spirit starts here. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us. 

A Blessed Feast Day to All Families! 

~ Fr. Anthony 

 

 
 

 

The Feast of Epiphany 

We continue to celebrate the Season of Christmas. 

On the weekend of January 4 & 5 we celebrate  

the three wise men who visit Jesus. 

Mass schedule is as usual  

(Saturday 4 PM; Sunday 8 & 10:30 AM). 

Saint Boniface Church 
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM   

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   

(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend)  
 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9
th

 grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10
th

 grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one 

year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation 

process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those 

who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480   In Service to One. In Service to all. The members meet in the Parish Hall on 

 the first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight James Dijak (978-534-7956) or Deputy Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119), or you can email the Council at  

kofc16480@gmail.com. 

 

PARISH STAFF:   

Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor     978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry  617-823-4237  

Louise Nadeau, Sacristan   

Jacquie Cronin, Ministry Schedule  978-582-7040 jaccronin@comcast.net 

Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

 

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that  

so that we can stay in touch with you via email with faith formation news, notice of special events, volunteer 

opportunities, and more. Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue any verification  

of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters. 

  

From the Desk of the Pastor 
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The Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus is 

having a First Degree - Initiation Ceremony on 

Wednesday, January 8. Any men interested in 

joining the Knights should contact Grand Knight 

Jim Dijak (978-534-7956), Deputy Grand Knight 

Peter Bak (978-403-5119), or Financial Secretary 

Thomas Laford (978-353-6977) by January 7. 
____________________________________________________________ 

We are once again in need of 6 to 7 foot artificial Christmas  

trees (boxed). If you have one you’d like to donate to the church,  

please see Claire. Special thanks to those who donated last year.  

They look great! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 (New Year’s Eve) 

 QUIET ADORATION  

 The church will be open from 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PARISH FIELD TRIP TO THE LA SALETTE SHRINE  

IN ATTLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 

Featuring 300,000 lights illuminating over 10 acres!  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2020   

 1:00 PM meet in upper church parking lot / depart 1:30  

(carpool or drive on your own) 

 Arrive approx. 2:30 PM 

 3:00 PM Concert / 4:00 PM Mass (for those who wish to attend) 

 5:00 PM Lights/tour the Nativity 

 Food court for dinner, depart  

THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY:  

“GRIEF IS THE PRICE WE PAY FOR LOVE.” 

TERRANCE KLEIN 

Shortly after Sept. 11, 2001, Queen Elizabeth II, offering her 

condolences to the people of the United States, wrote: “My 

thoughts and prayers are with you all now, and in the difficult 

days ahead. But nothing that can be said can begin to take 

away the anguish and the pain of these moments.” But then 

she added a much-needed, quite maternal insight: “Grief is 

the price we pay for love.” 

The church does not celebrate the Holy Family to set Jesus, Mary and Joseph above the shortcomings of our own 

families. None of us come from families composed of a saint and two utterly sinless souls; all of us come from 

families that do not measure up; and most all of us come from families marked by some shame. This feast does not 

exist to make us feel even worse. 

If we have lived long at all, we know that no one can love us like family, and no one can hurt us like family. And this is 

as true of the Holy Family as it is of our own. Indeed, pondering the Holy Family reveals the depth of Queen’s 

Elizabeth’s words, “Grief is the price we pay for love.”  

When Joseph and Mary bring their newborn to the Temple, Simeon warns the mother: 

Behold, this child is destined 

for the fall and rise of many in Israel, 

and to be a sign that will be contradicted 

—and you yourself a sword will pierce— 

so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed (Lk 2:34-35). 

Scripture scholars typically do not follow Christian piety in seeing this as a prophecy of Mary’s future suffering. They 

understand Simeon to be saying that a sword of division will enter her heart just as it must the heart of every 

disciple, compelling a choice for, or against, the Christ. Of course, the traditional and the exegetical readings might 

both be true. Mary chooses to cling to Christ in love, and, doing so in a fallen world, she suffers the consequences. 

“Grief is the price we pray for love.” 

Consider the price she and her son pay. Mary watches her child die. Jesus dies brutally in front of his mother. Which 

is worse? No one loved Jesus more than his mother Mary. No one loved her more than he. Yet in a fallen world, the 

depth of their love became the very sounding of their suffering. 

Dying before Calvary, Joseph escapes this terrible fate, of paying in grief for each fathom of love. We call him the 

patron of a happy death because he died with Jesus and Mary at his side. Yes, his death was signally blessed, but his 

life is marked by a searing pain. 

While he lived with them, this greatest of saints stood outside the threshold of an inconceivable intimacy. Not being 

sinless, we cannot imagine the depth of love realized between these two, who cherished each other without any taint 

of sin. Mary, the creature, and Jesus, the uncreated Son of the Father, shared an intimacy that God had intended for 

all. Yet, after the Fall, it could be experienced by no one else. Despite all the joy he must have known in his mission, 

Joseph would have lived each day of his earthly life as the porter, the one who protects the door of the bridal 

chamber, never fully entering into the mysterious depths of God’s love, of God who is love. 

Do not ponder this family in shame. Find instead a solace. No one can love us like family, and no one can hurt us like 

family. All of us know how right the queen was. “Grief is the price we pay for love.” Surely then, in this fallen world, 

we can find consolation, knowing that even this family, which we so rightly call holy, paid the very same price. 

The Rev. Terrance W. Klein is a priest of the Diocese of Dodge City and author of Vanity Faith.  

  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sat Dec 28 4:00 pm 
Joe Simoneau, by Knights of 

Columbus Council #16480 

Sun Dec 29 
8:00 am 

10:30 am 

Our Parish Family 

Marion Russo, by her daughter 

 

COLLECTION REPORT 

WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 22, 2019 

SUNDAY ORDINARY: $2,859.00 

MAINTENANCE/FUEL: 148.00 

FLOWERS: 5.00 

CHRISTMAS 
OFFERING: 95.00 

TOTAL 

CONTRIBUTIONS: $3,107.00 

 

DECEMBER 24/25 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING $4,410.00 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 

GRAND ANNUAL APPEAL:  

To date, 59 families have  

pledged a total of $43,450  

toward our goal of $50,000.  



WE ARE MEANT TO TREAT ONE ANOTHER AS FAMILY—NOT SUBORDINATES 

JAIME L. WATERS 

Today’s readings, celebrating the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, elucidate aspects of familial 

relationships and human values. The first and second readings address the parent-child relationship; the 

Gospel provides an example of parental protection. The second reading also describes marital 

relationships and presents us with the challenge of interpreting texts that reflect a patriarchal society and 

have been used to advocate for injustice. 

In the Gospel, the Holy Family leaves Judea and flees to Egypt to avoid King Herod during his massacre of 

the infants. This reading shows the perseverance and care of Jesus’ parents and speaks loudly to 

contemporary conversations about asylum and immigration. At today’s borders, families seeking refuge 

are turned away, arrested and even separated. Imagine if the Holy Family experienced these situations 

when they sought refuge in Egypt. The Gospel clearly rejects the injustice of Herod’s persecution and 

recognizes the importance of a safe haven for Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 

The background text for both the first and second readings is the commandment to honor one’s parents 

(Ex 20:12; Dt 5:16). Sirach insists that caring for parents is beneficial to parents, children and society. 

Similarly, Colossians advocates for care of parents and emphasizes reciprocity in the parent-child 

relationship. Importantly, Colossians encourages believers in Christ to clothe themselves in compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness, patience and love. These readings call us to treat one another like family, 

with dignity and respect. 

But in the longer Lectionary reading from Colossians, we also read: “Wives, be subordinate to your 

husbands, as is proper in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and avoid any bitterness toward them” (Col 

3:18-19). As these are optional readings, it might be preferable to proclaim the shorter reading that ends 

with an encouragement for Christians to offer words and deeds in the name of the Lord (Col 3:17). 

With its insistence on the subordination of wives, Col 3:18-19 has the dangerous power to promote 

injustice in marriage and in society. This sentiment is not unique in the New Testament (see 1 Cor 14:34; 

Eph 5:22; Ti 2:3-5; 1 Pt 3:1-6). How should we interpret these verses today? 

Some may argue that this Scripture shows that the subordination of women is warranted. This is a 

mistake. Let us not seek value where there is none to be found. Or we could read this text as a metaphor 

for our relationship with God. In this case, all Christians are wives who are subject to their husband/God’s 

authority and love. This approach has support in passages that describe the church as the bride of Christ 

(see 2 Cor 11:2-3; Eph 5:22-33). 

But it may be most helpful to recognize honestly this text’s context and limitations. Colossians reflects the 

patriarchal society in which it originated. It asserts a hierarchical relationship between wives and husbands 

because that sentiment was endorsed by many people, institutions and laws. We must make moral 

judgments about how Scripture is interpreted and applied today. We should acknowledge its historical 

setting, recognize the immorality of the subjugation of women and move beyond it to promote 

relationships that are grounded on love and respect rather than principles of subjugation. 

Jaime L. Waters teaches Scripture at DePaul University in Chicago.  

She is an associate professor of Catholic studies. 

SAINTS OF THE DAY December 30 – January 3 

  

 

Saint Egwin 

December 30. Saint Egwin was a Benedictine monk who became the bishop of 

Worcester, England. He seems to have had a good reputation ─ except with the 

clergy; they found his reforms a bit too strict. He was exonerated by Rome, 

however, and he continued to function as the diocesan bishop. Egwin founded 

Evesham Abbey, which was dedicated to Mary, who had reportedly made it known 

to Egwin just where a church should be built in her honor. 

Virgin and Child with Female Saints | Gérard David 

 

Saint Sylvester I 

December 31.  Saint Sylvester lived during the time of Constantine when the 

Church was coming out of hiding and becoming the Church of the empire. Little is 

known about him, but much is presumed. 

Head reliquary of Pope Sylvester I. | photo by Marie-Lan Nguyen 
 

 

Mary, Mother of God 

January 1.  One of the more theological feasts of Mary, this feast of her title 

“Mother of God” has a long history and is rooted in the faith of the people. 

Viewing Mary as our mother has many meanings and ramifications, all of which 

enrich our faith and point us toward Jesus. 

 

 

Saint Basil the Great 

January 2.  Saint Basil is the Father of Eastern monasticism—as Saint Benedict  

is for western monasticism. Besides being a good pastor, Saint Basil also lead the 

fight against Arianism, a heresy that denied the divinity of Christ. 

 

 

Most Holy Name of Jesus 

January 3. Saint Paul tells us in his letter to the Philippians that Jesus’ name is 

above every other name. It is the name in which we are all saved. Devotion to the 

Most Holy Name of Jesus is deeply rooted in Christian history. 

IHS monogram, on top of the main altar of the Gesù, Rome, Italy 

 


