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“Rise up ...Your light has come! ...walk by your light” 

(Isaiah 60, 1-3) 
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A Note of Thanks to these fine 
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our bulletin would not be possible. 

Please thank them with your 

patronage. 
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Sunday Reflection: January 5  

Allow “the light” to be seen  

Rise up in splendor Jerusalem! Your light has come, …Nations shall walk by your light and kings by 

your shining radiance. (Isaiah 60, 1-3) 

The first reading is a beautiful poem by Isaiah to a dispersing nation. The Lord will not abandon them. Never!  

He will send them a messiah (the light). When the messiah comes, it will be a time of restoration. All who are 

illuminated by the light will be brought back to life. The intensity this light will be so great that even foreigners and 

the dispersed Jews will come to pay him homage with expensive gifts (gold, frankincense and myrrh). The first 

reading is a message of hope, meant to give reassure to the people. The messiah comes to reverse the dark tide of 

life, to bring serenity and peace. 

Isaiah’s prophecy is far from realized even after Jesus comes. It is an ongoing fulfillment. We who are baptized and 

receive the good news (light) of Christ, must transform the world around us continually by the example of our lives 

(we are God’s hands, mouth, and feet in the world). The light of the Gospel given to us is not for ‘keeps’ or 

exclusively for only yourself. It is meant to be shared. Let the light be ‘seen.’ 

Throughout the centuries those who first received the word of God (the light) kept it more to themselves. They 

thought that it was only meant for a few chosen people. Only their kind. They obviously began to feel special and 

superior. Arrogance and pride set in. This attitude always breeds self-preservation. The early church of Matthew’s 

times experiences tensions between those who first received the Good news and those latter converts. The converts 

are Gentiles and are joining in droves. They are met by rejection. Matthew is thus moved to write a story (today’s 

gospel) around a popular belief. 

It was believed that each person is represented by a star which appears at his/her birth. Matthew builds on this  

popular belief writing: When Jesus was born, in the days of King Herod, Magi came from the east. They had seen his 

star and they wanted to come do him homage. The word magi probably meant pagan astrologists, people who 

studied the universe/natural religionists (they are certainly so different and so alien as possibly conceived). And Herod? 

Herod represents The Guardian and Architect of the Judaic nation and Judaism (this nation of the first chosen ones). He 

is greatly troubled. Which Child king could possibly be greater than he? From where? And what a shock, it seems very 

true (his advisors tell him, with citations from great wisdom books! Oh no!) Then, can anything good come from 

Bethlehem really? He of course plots to destroy the child (“Go and find the child diligently, bring me word that I too 

may come do him homage”). In a dream the magi depart from another way. 

The light of Christ has come (Christmas has been here for a few days now). Jesus’ birth means the advent of the Good 

News into our lives. We must allow the light of the gospel and its hope, to shine. Let it be ‘seen’ by the witness of your 

life. The light that has come shines so powerfully still, and it will be seen by many people from near and far, often 

people so different from you, in ways so foreign, in so many varied expressions and ways. Let that not intimidate or 

scare you. Be comfortable! Watch ‘the Herod’ in us too: a quickness to reject, or tear (look) down on that which is not 

us or is unlike us. Trace and embrace that which is good and life giving. See, appreciate and welcome that which is 

good or better even if it is not of your own. 

Herod is in for the surprise of his life; from the ‘little Bethlehem’ comes the Lord of Peace and Hope. And why not! It is 

the light of Bethlehem of GOD — Undefeated Light! Nothing stands in its way. 

Happy Feast of Epiphany. 

~ Fr. Anthony 

 

Saint Boniface Church 
 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM   

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   

(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend)  
 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  Infant 

and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9
th

 grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10
th

 grade. For young 

adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one year 

prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation process. 

 It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those who 

pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480   In Service to One. In Service to all. The members meet in the Parish Hall on 

 the first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight James Dijak (978-534-7956) or Deputy Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119), or you can email the Council at  

kofc16480@gmail.com. 

 

PARISH STAFF:   

Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor     978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry  617-823-4237  

Louise Nadeau, Sacristan   

Jacquie Cronin, Ministry Schedule  978-582-7040 jaccronin@comcast.net 

Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

 

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that  

so that we can stay in touch with you via email with faith formation news, notice of special events, volunteer 

opportunities, and more. Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue any verification  

of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters. 

  

From the Desk of the Pastor 

about:blank


Note:  There will be no daily 8:00 AM Masses on Jan. 8, 9 or 10. 

The Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus is having 

a First Degree - Initiation Ceremony on 

Wednesday, January 8. Any men interested in 

joining the Knights should contact Grand Knight  

Jim Dijak (978-534-7956), Deputy Grand Knight 

Peter Bak (978-403-5119), or Financial Secretary 

Thomas Laford (978-353-6977) by January 7. 
____________________________________________________________ 

We are once again in need of 6 to 7 foot artificial Christmas  

trees (boxed). If you have one you’d like to donate to the church,  

please see Claire. Special thanks to those who donated last year.  

They look great! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PARISH FIELD TRIP TO THE LA SALETTE SHRINE  

IN ATTLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 

Featuring 300,000 lights illuminating over 10 acres!  

JOIN US ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2020   

 1:00 PM meet in upper church parking lot / depart 1:30  

 Arrive approx. 2:30 PM 

 3:00 PM Concert / 4:00 PM Mass (for those who wish to attend) 

 5:00 PM Lights/tour the Nativity 

 Food court for dinner, depart  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THANK YOU to Pastor Ryan Sarenpa of the Pilgrim Covenant Church for all he has done to promote the  

ecumenical spirit in the interfaith community of Lunenburg. He and his family are moving on to a new assignment in 

Minnesota. May God bless them always. (More information TBA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE EPIPHANY, CHRIST COMES FOR EVERYONE 

JAMES MARTIN, S.J. 

The parish I grew up in was called Epiphany of Our Lord Catholic Church. It is still  

there in Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania, a suburb of Philadelphia. Over the main 

entrance is an immense stained-glass window of that scene: the Epiphany, when the 

Wise Men came to pay homage to the Infant Jesus. The tall window is executed in  

the bold, chunky, stained glass so popular in the 1950s and 1960s. I always loved 

looking at it when we left church at the end of Mass. And it always made me wonder  

if the Epiphany happened exactly as was depicted in my church, or as it was described 

in the Gospels. After all, the visit of the Magi is included only in Matthew’s Gospel. 

Mark, Luke and John leave it out. 

So it’s hard to know if it happened exactly in the way it was recounted. But the deeper 

meaning of the Epiphany is that Christ came to all the world’s people, not just to the 

Jewish people. The message of Christ—which is love, forgiveness, mercy, peace and 

care for the poor—is meant for all the world. At the close of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus 

repeats this message: “Make disciples of all nations,” he says. Now few of us will be 

going to “all the nations” to make disciples. 

But can you do that in your own world? The Wise Men came all that way to hear the 

good news. I’ll bet there are a lot of people in your life who would like to hear it too. 

The Rev. James Martin, S.J., is a Jesuit priest, author and editor at large at America. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

JESUS’ BAPTISM REMINDS US TO LIVE AS CHRIST LIVED 

Who is Jesus? On this celebration of Jesus’ baptism, the Gospel of Matthew provides a clear answer: Jesus is the Son of God. 

Matthew’s account of Jesus’ baptism includes details not found in the other Gospels. In Mark, which Matthew used as source 

material, when Jesus is baptized, a voice from heaven speaks directly to Jesus: “You are my beloved Son” (Mk 1:11). Luke’s 

account also retains the second person (Lk 3:22). John’s version is different, describing Jesus’ baptism from John the Baptist’s 

perspective (Jn 1:29-34). Matthew depicts a voice speaking about Jesus: “This is my beloved Son” (Mt 3:17). This subtle 

difference draws attention to the audience who witnessed Jesus’ baptism and informs them of Jesus’ identity. Matthew 

establishes Jesus and the significance of his forthcoming public ministry. 

Matthew also extends Mark’s account by including dialogue between Jesus and John over whether Jesus should submit to 

baptism. According to Matthew, John was concerned that he was unworthy to baptize Jesus. Nonetheless, Jesus wants to be 

baptized “to fulfill all righteousness” (Mt 3:15). How should those who are baptized live in order to be righteous with Christ? 

The first and second readings offer guidance: Establish and inspire justice, and be open to all people. 

The first reading is set during the Babylonian exile when the people of Judah were experiencing invasion, destruction and 

deportation. Isaiah implores them to be strong and bring forth justice like a smoldering wick. An unquenchable, burning 

flame symbolizes the endurance that is needed to “establish justice on the earth” (Is 42:3). Likewise, Isaiah calls on the exiles 

to “be a light for the nations” (Is 42:6). We might, with good reason, be uncomfortable with placing the responsibility for 

inspiring change on those who are already victims of oppression. But those who suffer are often the greatest spokespersons 

and most compelling advocates.  

In the reading from Acts, Luke shows Peter developing a new perspective on Gentiles. Earlier in the narrative, Peter 

expressed reluctance about associating with non-Jews. After receiving a vision from heaven, Peter recognizes the errors in 

his ideas, and he becomes more open-minded (Acts 10:28-29). As the narrative continues, the Holy Spirit descends on the 

Gentiles, who are then baptized in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 10:44-48). 

Jesus’ baptism reminds us of the implications of our own baptism in Christ, which requires us to live as Christ did. We should 

advocate for justice; and, like Peter, we should be open to critical self-reflection and improvement. 

Jaime L. Waters teaches Scripture at DePaul University in Chicago. She is an associate professor of Catholic studies.  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sat Jan 11 4:00 pm Peter Charpentier, by his family 

Sun Jan 12 
8:00 am 

10:30 am 

Our Parish Family 

Our Parish Family 

 

COLLECTION REPORT 

WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 29, 2019 

SUNDAY ORDINARY: $1,511.00 

MAINTENANCE/FUEL: 0.00 

HOLY DAY: 15.00 

CHRISTMAS 
OFFERING: 125.00 

TOTAL 

CONTRIBUTIONS: $1,651.00 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 

 The Baptism of Christ 
The Baptism of the Christ (or the Baptism of Christ) is the feast 

day commemorating the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River by 

John the Baptist. Originally the baptism of Christ was celebrated 

on Epiphany, which commemorates the coming of the Magi, the 

baptism of Christ, and the wedding at Cana. Over time in the 

West, however, the celebration of the baptism of the Lord came 

to be commemorated as a distinct feast from Epiphany. It is 

celebrated in the Catholic Church as well as the Anglican and 

Lutheran Churches on the first Sunday following The Epiphany 

of Our Lord (January 6). 

GRAND ANNUAL APPEAL:  

To date, 63 families have  

pledged a total of $44,750  

toward our goal of $50,000.  



THE EPIPHANY WE NEED TODAY 

JOSEPH McAULEY 

When the Three Wise Men found what the star in the East led them to—the Christ Child in the manger—they 

bowed and paid homage before the divine poverty arrayed before them, and presented their expensive gifts. And 

after the allotted time, they turned away and headed back to the land from whence they came—as the Gospel 

account records—“by another route.” 

With the reading of that story, our Christmas season officially came to an end, and like the Wise Men, we, too, 

have “turned around” and gone back to resuming our lives in an uncertain world. For us “moderns,” that meant 

getting back to work after a brief—though very welcome—holiday respite; our Christmas preparations and 

celebrations have wound down and the confetti that has ushered in the New Year had settled and have been 

swept away, while the horns that blared its welcomes have gone silent. And we realize: it is still the same world. 

It could be a disorienting thought, that. 

It is still the same world, the world we have endured through a sometimes excruciating year, with all of its pains 

and sorrows. Still, there were times when moments of joy and grace broke through, when we were given a chance 

to realize that there is good and that everything is not entirely bad—though it must be admitted that the bad 

often threatened what good we saw and what good we did, through no fault of our own, whether it was done as a 

result of nature’s handiwork or human deeds of commission or omission. The Christmas season was greatly 

needed, for this past year presented intractable problems made worse by intractable people who very often made 

it harder for the rest of us to bear, deal with, endure or overcome. “We need a little Christmas” was a phrase that 

was more of a prayer than the verse of a song for most people. When we most needed to have the Christmas spirit 

linger a little longer, it was gone, at least “officially,” and real life crept back in.   

The somewhat superficial aspects of Christmas—while pleasant and often welcomed—such as the decorations and 

gift-giving, the civic observances and the holiday get-togethers practically disappeared before Christmas Eve had 

ever begun. The tell-tale signs that “life was returning to normal” was evident even before Christmas Eve was 

barely minutes old when the television “infomercials” hit the airwaves that night, replacing the bows and ribbons 

that bedecked the holiday commercials, shoving Santa and his reindeer aside for what society considers the more 

important commercial things, like Valentine’s Day and the annual January white sale. 

The first working week of the new year is now over and daily 

rituals have commenced once again. Before the sun is 

officially “up” and before we are truly “awake,” we have 

pushed the buttons on the already reset alarm clocks and have 

begun once again to seriously pay attention to the traffic 

reports while trying to beat the world record for hightailing it 

to work, while resuming the unhealthy habits of gulping 

down what goes for a breakfast: drinking some kind of a hot 

liquid and eating something on the fly that passes for being 

“nutritional.” This is what passes for “normal” life: rushing to 

reach the front door of our job, switching on our official 

smiles, thinking we’d rather be back home, under the covers, 

especially when those winter days brings nothing but snow 

and wet and gigantic traffic jams and delays of every sort.  

But just the same…deep down we know different, and better. We know how fortunate we really are: we are alive 

and we get to see another day, and hopefully, many more days after that. We have our troubles, sure, but there 

are poor souls who suffer more than we ever will and they bear it with more grace and dignity than we can ever 

muster. There are people who are richer or poorer than we are and there are people who are saints while many are 

sinners, slowly working their way up to that exalted status. We have a roof over our heads and a place to rest. 

There is food on the table and people to share it with: family and friends. And there is faith: God is in his heaven 

and we are not abandoned. We have numerous blessings to think about—and be grateful for—blessings which 

ought to smooth over the rough edges of our existence. It was in Christmas that God chose to remind us of his 

love. This is something we take for granted and often forget, this beautiful Christmas mystery that has penetrated 

our “ordinary time.” 

Perhaps this is the “epiphany” we need today, that despite our ordinary lives, God gives us manifold reasons for 

new years and new hopes; and like the Wise Men, we can go about our lives knowing that our lives can be 

transformed, just from seeing that star from the East. 

Joseph McAuley is an assistant editor of America. 

SAINTS OF THE DAY  January 6 – 11 

  

 

Saint André Bessette 

January 6. Saint André Bessette was orphaned at 12, and eventually 

worked in the United States during the Civil War. At 25, he became a 

Brother of the Holy Cross. Having a deep devotion to Saint Joseph from 

childhood, Saint André built the Oratory on Mount Royal in his honor. 

Although sickly most of his life, Saint André lived to be 92. 

 

 

Saint Raymond of Peñafort  

January 7.  Saint Raymond of Peñafort was a lawyer who used his talents 

to both compile legislation for easy access and to write legal treatises on 

penance for the use of confessors. He was named the Archbishop of 

Tarragona, but resigned due to sickness within two years. He lived to be 

100. 

Saint Raymond of Peñafort’s Miracle by Jacopo Ligozzi 

 

Saint Angela of Foligno 

January 8.  Saint Angela of Foligno was a wife and mother who had little 

interest in the spiritual life until about the age 40. After her husband and 

children died, Saint Angela entered the Secular Franciscans living a life of 

prayer and service. Others were attracted to her way of life and they formed 

a religious community. 

Statue of Saint Angela of Foligno (as a Blessed) 

 

 

Saint Adrian of Canterbury 

January 9.  An African by birth, Saint Adrian was assigned by the Pope as 

Archbishop of Canterbury. Feeling unworthy, he declined the position, but 

the Pope sent him to Canterbury anyway where he became an abbot and 

teacher.  

Icon of Saint Adrian of Canterbury 

 

Saint Gregory of Nyssa 

January 10.  Saint Gregory of Nyssa, the brother of Saint Basil and the son 

of Saints Basil and Emmilia, was a married man when he began studying 

for the priesthood. He became Bishop of Nyssa and fought Arianism and 

was a prominent figure at the Council of Constantinople. He became a great 

writer and defender of orthodoxy. 

Mosaic of Saint Gregory of Nyssa, Hosios Loukas Monastery, Boeotia, Greece 

 

Blessed William Carter 

January 11.  Born in London, Blessed William Carter was a printer who 

got in trouble for printing Catholic material during the reign of Queen 

Elizabeth I. Eventually brought to trial, he was convicted and hanged, 

drawn, and quartered on January 11, 1584. 

St. Andrew’s and Blessed George Haydock’s Catholic Church, Cottam, Lancashire, UK  
(Blessed William Carter was one of their companions.) 

 


