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Here I am Lord, I come to do your will. 

(Psalm 40) 

 

  

 
 

 

 

SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                                        800.562.2692 

 

(978) 342-9716 

   

THOMAS FUEL 

HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 
Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave., Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 

Timothy W. Murphy 
Attorney At Law 

 

81 Merriam Avenue 

Leominster, MA 01453 
 

Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 
 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD & 
FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Route 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

 
 
 
 
 

Michelle Hills - Branch Mgr. 
947 Mass. Ave, Lunenburg, MA 

(978) 582-0713  (508)481-8300   

BankMainStreet.com 
Member FDIC Member DIF | EHL 

 

Robert C. Alario 
Certified Public Accountants, PC 

 

75 North Main St.,       

Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999  (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499 (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 

bob@robertalario.com 

 

        

 

 

 

 

A Note of Thanks to these fine 

sponsors; without their support  

our bulletin would not be possible. 

Please thank them with your 

patronage. 

For ad information call the  

parish office 978-582-4008 
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Sunday Reflection: January 19  

“He said to me, ‘You are my servant, in you, Israel, I show my glory.’” (Isaiah 49, 3) 

 In November this past year, the city of Worcester yet again lost a firefighter (Lt. Jason, Jr Menard R.I.P.); a few 

days after the funeral Mass, Bishop McManus spoke to a group of teens about who a ‘genuine hero’ is. He 

said, referring the lost firefighter, he was an example of a ‘genuine’ hero. Why? “When his world was ending, 

he was saving (serving) others”, Bishop said. He knew his world was ending and in that moment he put others 

first. Whenever we listen to or see such stories in television or in the news, it leaves us almost gasping; how 

would someone do that? There is a deep cord that it touches in us; we are shocked and in awe at the same 

time. People who have visited the cemetery in Normandy, France where many young men perished speak of 

such a feeling at the sight of all the white crosses. At marathons when a winning athlete genuinely forfeits his 

or her first place the moment they pass another struggling runner, ‘letting others’ first when everything in and 

around you says no. 

Many in today’s world ask: what is my claim to fame? How can I make it to the top? How might I really 

establish myself? More than often the world around us tells us, “put yourself first!” Think in terms of You! 

What do You want? Not others, never others. 

The readings today and the whole project of the Christian life urges the opposite: put others first, serve others 

first, your claim to fame is service and this is first and foremost to God (seek to do his will). The most repeated 

word in the readings is servant. This word is so ‘unpalatable’ for contemporary culture. Who of us even faintly 

thinks of ourselves as ‘servant’? Since when? Being last, being stepped on, obeying another? Listening to 

another? Serving another? Yes, only if I get something out of it! Yet this is what God asks of Israel. Obey God. 

Listen to Him, for only he can make something out of you. He will deliver you. To serve God raises us up and it 

doesn’t demean us at all. To do God’s will first ‘anchors’ us. 

John the Baptist, the greatest ever prophet, literally shrinks before Jesus. He openly says that Jesus ranks 

ahead of him. He exists to make him known. ‘He’ and not John. 

To shrink is not us. To let others rank ahead, to take last or second place or to let the interest of others first is 

not us. Yet the Christian way of life challenges us to do so: to 'see' others, to serve others, to serve God first. 

Being a Christian is going to bring us to a clash of opposites in our everyday life. We must choose the 

‘servant way of life’. Married couples need this attitude of living today—it is not about me!! How best will 

you explain to your child what it means to be a Father or Mother and what it implies? Do you know what 

it really means to be a ‘good leader’? Our society is torn apart every day because of the Gospel of ‘me’—

adoring the self. Just look around! 

What a coincidence that tomorrow America remembers Martin Luther King Jr. Another true great American 

genuine hero. I visited Memphis, Tennessee recently and went to the Lorraine Motel where he was murdered. 

I listened to the chilling words he spoke that night at a gathering before he died: “I have seen the mountain 

top, I do not know whether I will get there…” He didn’t (there is always a price to doing God’s will or putting 

others first). I noticed that all who left the motel after the tour of the premises were silent—and I mean people 

from all walks of life. Man! What a life lived! How powerful and fearless he was. How right on! 

What would make him proud of America, 50 years or more after his death? What would make him sad and 

angry and make his voice rumble again?   

A Blessed Week in the Lord! 

~ Fr. Anthony 

Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM   

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   

(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend)  
 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).   

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9
th

 grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10
th

 grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one 

year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation 

process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those 

who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480   In Service to One. In Service to all. The members meet in the Parish Hall on 

 the first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight James Dijak (978-534-7956) or Deputy Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119), or you can email the Council at  

kofc16480@gmail.com. 

 

PARISH STAFF:   

Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
Lucy Marcil, Religious Education 

Coordinator 
978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237  

Louise Nadeau, Sacristan   

Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

 

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that  

so that we can stay in touch with you via email with faith formation news, notice of special events, volunteer 

opportunities, and more. Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue any verification  

of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters. 

  

From the Desk of the Pastor 
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There are still a few spots available for the 

Cribbage Tournament on Sunday, Jan. 26 at  

1:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  Entry fee is $10.  

1
st
 Prize $100. 2

nd
 Prize $50. Pre-registration is 

required. Visit www.stboniface-lunenburg.org/ 

cribbage-tournament-form or call 978-430-7600. 

The Knights are sponsoring a diaper drive throughout the month 

of January to support CareNet Pregnancy Resource Center of 

Fitchburg. Donations of diapers, baby wipes and formula may be 

placed at Mother Mary’s altar. Thank you. 
________________________________________________________ 

SPAGHETTI SUPPER IN THE PARISH HALL  

Saturday, Jan. 25 after the 4:00 p.m. Mass, sponsored by the  

Religious Ed parents. Enjoy a great meal for only $5/single or $10/family! 
________________________________________________________ 

ST. ANNA SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE (PreK – Grade 8) 

Tuesday, January 28  •  9:30 – 11:30 a.m.* & 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

Tour our school, meet teachers and staff, *see our students in action. 

213 Lancaster St., Leominster  978-534-4770 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ST. BERNARD’S HIGH SCHOOL WINTER OPEN HOUSE 

Thursday, January 30, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Check in at 6:00 then join us for the principal’s welcome at 6:15 followed by  

a student led tour, participation in mini classes, a Q & A panel discussion with current parents, faculty, staff and alumni as  

well as a sports and activities fair.  Admissions staff will be available to discuss financial aid and scholarship information.  

(snow date: Thursday, Feb. 5) Register at www.stbernardscchs.org or call the Admissions Office at 978-342-3212 x233. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2019 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS: Please contact the parish office if you would like a statement mailed to you. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PARISH FIELD TRIP TO OUR LADY OF LA SALETTE SHRINE ON JANUARY 5 

A few parishioners made the trip to Attleboro, MA to experience the sights and  

sounds of the Shrine’s 65
th

 Festival of Lights. This year’s theme was “The Light  

of Hope” and featured outdoor Christmas and religious displays illuminated by  

over 300,000 lights. The group attended a concert by Father Pat in the Shrine  

and visited the International Crèche Museum which offered a fascinating look at  

hundreds of crèche exhibits from many cultures and countries around the world.  

Although the festival is now closed for the season, we recommend that you plan 

to visit this inspiring and joyful place next year, which is open beginning the first  

weekend in Advent through Epiphany Sunday. The Shrine itself is open year round. 

BROKEN WORLD NEEDS CHRISTIAN UNITY 
Pope tells Christian leaders at World Council of Churches 

Not only God, but today’s broken, divided world is begging for unity  

among Christians, Pope Francis said on an ecumenical pilgrimage to  

Geneva. “Our differences must not be excuses,” he said, adding that  

as Christ’s disciples, Christians can still pray together, evangelize and  

serve others. 

On his 23rd apostolic journey abroad, the pope spent several hours  

with Christian leaders at the headquarters of the World Council of  

Churches, a fellowship of 350 ecclesial communities, including many  

Orthodox churches. The pope came to help celebrate the 70th  

anniversary of the founding of what is the largest and broadest  

ecumenical fellowship in the world. Speaking to reporters aboard the papal plane from Rome, the pope said, “This is a 

trip toward unity,” representing the “desire for unity.” 

Accompanied by the leadership of the WCC, the pope attended an ecumenical prayer service, marked by songs from the 

Protestant traditions and the Catholic Church’s theme song for the Jubilee of Mercy. There was a common witness of faith 

in reciting the Nicene Creed and representatives from the Catholic Church and other Christian communities alternated readings, 

including a prayer of repentance, which asked God’s forgiveness for their disunity and failure to serve God and all His children. 

“Our lack of unity” is not only contrary to God’s will, it is “also a scandal to the world,” the pope said. “The Lord asks us for 

unity; our world, torn by all-too-many divisions that affect the most vulnerable, begs for unity.” The journey requires 

constant conversion, he said, and a renewed way of thinking that rejects worldliness and seeks to live “in the Spirit, with 

one’s mind bent on serving others and a heart growing in forgiveness…Divisions between Christians have often arisen 

because at their root,” he said, “a worldly mindset has seeped in.” 

Following Christ entails loss, he warned, because “it does not adequately protect the interests of individual communities, 

often closely linked to ethnic identity or split along party lines, whether ‘conservative’ or ‘progressive.’” Christians must 

belong to the Lord above and before they identify with anything else, “right or left; to choose in the name of the Gospel, 

our brother and sister over ourselves,” he said. 

After lunch at the WCC ecumenical academic institute at Bossey, outside of Geneva, the pope paid homage to the 

courageous men and women before them who “changed the course of history” with a love for Christ that overcame the 

mutual mistrust and suspicion, which all “contributed to the infernal spiral of continued fragmentation.” The pope praised 

their work and commitment to unity; however, he expressed his concern that the Christian sense of mission was no longer 

“as closely intertwined” with their ecumenical pursuits. The missionary mandate is more than just service and promoting 

human development, he said; it includes “the preaching of the Gospel to the ends of the earth” and recognizing that the 

church grows “by attraction” to Christ himself, not human ideas, strategies and programs. 

Pope Francis turned to the region’s Catholics, reminding them of what lies at the heart of the faith. The Lord’s Prayer 

“offers us a road map for the spiritual life” by reminding people they are part of one human family, that they should live a 

simpler, more caring life and that forgiveness works miracles in history, he said. “There is no greater novelty than 

forgiveness, which turns evil into good,” he told 40,000 Catholics from Switzerland, France and other nations not far from 

this landlocked country, whose history was built on the values of peace and neutrality. 

Celebrating Mass at the city’s enormous indoor expo center, the pope pointed to the essential lessons contained in the 

Lord’s Prayer, which Jesus teaches His disciples in the day’s Gospel reading. “Father, bread, forgiveness,” Pope Francis 

said. These are the three words in the Lord’s Prayer “that take us to the very heart of our faith.” When praying “Our Father, 

who art in heaven,” people are reminded that God “does not group us together in little clubs, but gives us new life and 

makes us one large family.” This prayer says that “every human being is part of us,” he said, and that “we are called to be 

good guardians of our family, to overcome all indifference toward” everyone. “This includes the unborn, the older person 

who can no longer speak, the person we find hard to forgive, the poor and the outcast.” God commands His children to 

love each other from the heart, he said. 

— Carol Glatz, Catholic News Service 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sun Jan 19 10:30 am Edna Gray, by Amy Dionne 

Fri Jan 24 8:00 am 
Dick Decato (birthday 

remembrance), by Mary O’Malley 

Sat Jan 25 4:00 pm Joe Simoneau, by Knights of 

Columbus Council #16480 

Sun Jan 26 

8:00 am 

10:30 am 

 

Our Parish Family 

Michael Marcil (6
th
 Anniversary), 

by his family 

 

COLLECTION REPORT 

WEEKEND OF JANUARY 5, 2020 

SUNDAY ORDINARY: $2,563.00 

MAINTENANCE/FUEL: 316.00 

HOLY DAY: 75.00 

CATHOLIC 
UNIVERSITY: 233.00 

Total Contributions: $3,187.00 
 

COLLECTION REPORT 

WEEKEND OF JANUARY 12, 2020 

SUNDAY ORDINARY: $2,801.00 

MAINTENANCE/FUEL: 693.00 

CATHOLIC 
UNIVERSITY: 15.00 

Total Contributions: $3,509.00 

 
Thank you for your continued support! 
 

GRAND ANNUAL APPEAL:  

To date, 69 families have  

pledged a total of $47,620  

toward our goal of $50,000.  



50 YEARS AFTER THE MARTYRDOM OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,  

EQUAL RIGHTS ARE STILL THREATENED 

A soldier stands guard at 7th and N streets in the 

Northwest section of Washington in this April 8, 

1968, photograph courtesy of the Library of 

Congress. The photo shows the ruins of buildings 

destroyed during the riots that followed the 

assassination of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.  

(CNS photo/Reuters, via Library of Congress) 

 

After the murder of Martin Luther King Jr. on 

April 4, 1968, the editors of America asked: 

“Will this prophet be heard in death as he was 

not heard in life? Will the martyr accomplish by 

his blood what he could not achieve by his words?” 

The original meaning of the Greek word martyr is “witness,” taken in the Christian sense to mean one who 

witnesses to the faith with one’s own blood. Dr. King’s witness was not secular or politically partisan, but one 

profoundly inspired by his conviction that the biblical demand for justice was as pertinent in our day as in the 

days of the ancient prophets. 

In the weeks that followed Dr. King’s assassination, religious leaders penned an interfaith statement to 

President Lyndon B. Johnson and the U.S. Congress, calling for concrete action to continue the work of the civil 

rights movement and to “lift up the burden of the poor and oppressed in our land.” 

Was Martin Luther King Jr. heard? 

On the one hand, interfaith and ecumenical groups have made great strides in the fight against poverty and 

racism. Groups like Circle of Protection bring together a broad coalition of Christians to oppose budget cuts 

that would gut federal programs like food stamps and Medicaid and disproportionately harm people of color. 

People of every faith joined voices to condemn the vile racism laid bare at last summer’s white supremacy rally 

in Charlottesville, VA. The tenets of social justice are now firmly ensconced in the religious educational curricula 

of innumerable schools. 

But it is impossible to ignore the bleak economic and social realities that many African-Americans and 

members of other racial minority groups still face. Decades after the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act and 

the War on Poverty, Americans of color continue to face social and economic inequality and a widespread lack 

of opportunity. In the United States, if you own a home, if you went to college, if your economic assets exceed 

your liabilities, if you have a positive view of law enforcement, you most likely are white. 

Those realities are accompanied by a disturbing complacency in mainstream political and cultural discourse. 

The insidious notion that all Americans now enjoy equal treatment under the law or that our individual 

outcomes (economically, politically, socially) unfold independently of any legacy of racism and discrimination 

infects everything from Supreme Court decisions to tax policies that freeze economic inequality. 

The rhetoric, from the president all the way down to local sheriffs, often blames ethnic minorities for social and 

health problems that are actually exacerbated by racially discriminatory policies. We as a nation seem more 

and more willing to see the racist structures of the past as past, when in fact they remain present today 

throughout the nation. 

As we honor Martin Luther King Jr. for his witness in the struggle for equal rights, we do well to remind 

ourselves that the very concept of equal rights is robbed of substance in the face of the reality that some 

people’s equal rights in this country are still threatened. 

This article also appeared in print, under the headline “Equal Rights, Unequally Threatened,” in the April 2, 2018 issue of America. 

SAINTS OF THE DAY  January 20 – 25 

  

 

Saint Sebastian 

January 20. In art, Saint Sebastian is often depicted as standing near or strapped 

to a pole riddled with arrows. Indeed, he was executed by archers, but didn’t 

actually die. Later he was beaten to death with clubs. Little else is known about 

this third century martyr. 

Saint Sebastian is a patron saint of athletes. 

 

Saint Agnes  

January 21.  Like other young martyrs, the death of Saint Agnes reminds us that 

length of years is not a requirement for a holy life. Little is known about Saint 

Agnes other than that she was a martyr. 

Saint Agnes is a patron saint of girls and Girl Scouts. 

 

 

Saint Vincent of Zaragossa 

January 22.  Very little is known about Saint Vincent of Zaragossa other than 

some details about his martyrdom. We know that he was a deacon and that a large 

devoted following survived his death. Most of what we know comes from the 

“Acts” of Prudentius. 

 

 

Saint Marianne Cope 

January 23.  Born in Germany, Saint Marianne Cope’s family soon moved to 

Utica, NY. In 1862 she entered the Sisters of the Third Order of Saint Francis 

where she served as superior for a number of years. In 1883, Saint Marianne went 

to Hawaii where she, and other members of her community, cared for women and 

girls with leprosy.   

 

 

Saint Francis de Sales 

January 24.  Saint Francis de Sales was born into a senatorial family where he 

was destined to work in government positions of authority. Instead, he felt a call 

to the priesthood and was ordained for the Diocese of Geneva. Later he became 

bishop of that diocese and was known for his gentleness and his strong defense 

against Calvinism. He authored a couple of books and helped found the Sisters of 

the Visitation. 

Saint Francis de Sales is a patron saint of authors, deafness, journalists and writers. 

 

 

Conversion of Saint Paul 

January 25.  Saint Paul’s conversion on the road to Damascus was to be the 

turning point in his spiritual life. There he met Jesus and nothing was the same 

after that. Thereafter, all his zeal and energy were focused on the spread of the 

gospel message. We know him from his wonderful letters to the early Christian 

communities. 

Saint Paul is a patron saint of missionaries, evangelists, writers, journalists, authors, public workers,  
rope and saddle makers, and tent makers 

 


