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“Share your bread with the hungry, clothe the naked,  

remove from your midst oppression; then light shall rise for you.” 

(Isaiah 58, 7-10) 
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YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from, 

or heal from abusive relationships 
*Counseling *Court Advocacy *Emergency Shelter 

*Community Education *24-hour hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 
 

ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. 

Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 
       Children Ages:                                        Open 

       2.9 through 7 years                                 7:30AM-5:30 PM 
 

P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462-0195 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • FAX (978) 345-9482 

www.chaptruck.com 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 

 

 

Sunday Reflection: February 9 

More than one on one  

“You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned?”  
(Matthew 5:13) 

In the early 1990s Rwanda (a country south of Uganda) experienced a terrible Genocide. One ethnic group and its 

sympathizers wanted to exterminate another. In just 100 days, over 800,000 people were slaughtered. Rwanda and 

Uganda (the country of my birth) are sister countries. Both countries share family and blood ties in addition to 

cultural bonds, so this tragedy was felt close and personally by many people. 

The story gets even more complicated (and the reason why I bring it up…) because Rwanda is a deeply majority 

Catholic nation. If you went to any church today, the Masses are packed. The people are very religious. How then 

could such a horrible thing take place? It is said that during the Genocide, Bishops and priests who belonged to one 

group, personally engineered the killing of their own parishioners in churches!  So, of what use was it to go the 

church? Did faith and the Gospel message ever sink deep? Or was this all a lie or mere formalism? 

The challenge of this week’s Sunday reading is: my relationship with God, my faith, my worship must root itself in 

the way I live my life. Faith must be impactful on my life but most especially it must move me beyond a one-on-one 

relationship with God to bring God’s abiding presence to my neighbor. Genuine faith moves you beyond you, to act 

and serve our neighbor. 

Isaiah confronts his own people who are ‘into’ fasting. Fasting is in vogue as ‘the best way’ to pray, so many resort 

to it. Yet Isaiah states to them that their fasting is useless and just a mere lie if it does not bring them to repent and 

do something about their poor neighbor. “Share your bread with the hungry, shelter the oppressed and the 

homeless; clothe the naked when you see them, and do not turn your back on your own. Then your light shall break 

forth like the dawn” (Isaiah 58:7). Their prayer must make them see the oppressed, the naked, those who are facing 

injustice, and they must act to undo this situation. Only then will light rise for them. It is about more than a one-on-

one relationship with God. 

Jesus reminds his disciples: “You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned? It is 

no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot”. (Matthew 5:13) Salt for the ancient 

world was an invaluable commodity. It was used as medicine, currency, and for domestic purposes. Salt that cannot 

‘season’ is no good. Again Jesus says: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. 

Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, where it gives light to all in 

the house”. (Matthew 5:14) .Your typical Palestinian home during Jesus’ time was a single room. A light in that room 

placed on a lampstand will serve best its purpose. 

The disciples (us) must ‘season’ the world; the light of the Gospel they have received must move them into the 

world to act and serve others.  It is by good works that the Gospel will be best lived and preached. 

Does the ‘Word of God’ I listen to—my faith—move me? Does it move me beyond just improving my relationship 

with God? (Just fulfilling my duty to come to Sunday Mass or just giving as am required? Is my faith rooted enough 

that because of this I respond in action and word to the unfair world I live in? I act with compassion rather than 

oppression. Do I change my lifestyle when I see those without anything? 

The most genuine prayer is measured by how much it moves you out of yourself—to act, to serve, to intervene, to 

un-do, to refuse, to change, to sacrifice, to have an unshakable concern for others, especially those who suffer.  

Our faith must be impactful on society and the world we live in. When we do this, the readings promise, at the most 

unexpected times we will see light, too—God’s abiding presence.  

A Blessed Week in the Lord! 

~ Fr. Anthony 

Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM   

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   

(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend)  
 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).   

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9
th

 grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10
th

 grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least one 

year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage preparation 

process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of those 

who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480   In Service to One. In Service to all. The members meet in the Parish Hall on 

 the first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight James Dijak (978-534-7956) or Deputy Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119), or you can email the Council at  

kofc16480@gmail.com. 

 

PARISH STAFF:   

Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237  

Louise Nadeau, Sacristan   

Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

 

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that  

so that we can stay in touch with you via email with faith formation news, notice of special events, volunteer 

opportunities, and more. Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue any verification  

of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters. 

  

From the Desk of the Pastor 
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RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS will take place at the  

4 PM Mass on Saturday, February 15. A dinner reception will 

follow in the parish hall. Please sign up by February 10 if you 

plan to attend. You will find forms in the pews, or you may sign 

up on the parish website. 
______________________________________________________ 

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN — our week at North Star  

Family Services (formerly MIHN): Please take a heart from the  

back of the church to help us gather supplies and food for our next  

rotation at North Star Family Services (formerly MIHN). This is a  

family shelter in Leominster that makes it possible for families to   

stay together when homeless. Our next week begins February 16th. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ON FEBRUARY 26
TH

 WE CELEBRATE ASH WEDNESDAY, the beginning of the holy season of Lent.  

We will have a Fishermen’s Mass at 6:30 AM and an Evening Family Mass at 6:30 PM.  Parents, please bring your  

children to this special Mass. Mark your calendar! 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2019 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS: Please contact the parish office if you would like a statement mailed to you. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Substitute Teacher Position  

Saint Boniface Early Education School is looking for highly  

motivated EEC certified substitute teachers on a daily, as  

needed basis. The children range in age from 2 years, 9 months  

to 6 years old. Interested applicants can send their resume to 

ninastboniface@gmail.com  

or call Nina Charpentier at 978-582-7110.  

 

 

   
MASS INTENTIONS 

Sat Feb 15 4:00 PM Michael Horgan, 

by Harry & Elise Schofield 

Sun Feb 16 8:00 am 

10:30 am 

Our Parish Family 

Lawrence Montuori, 

by Joseph Cronin 

Sat Feb 22 4:00 PM 

 

 

Joe Simoneau, by the Knights 

of Columbus Council #16480 

 

COLLECTION REPORT 

WEEKEND OF FEBRUARY 2, 2020 

SUNDAY ORDINARY: $2,305.00 

MAINTENANCE/FUEL: 219.00 

CATHOLIC HOME 

MISSIONS : 642.00 

OTHER: 10.00 

Total Contributions: $3,176.00 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 

The Perspective of Justice 

Light for the World 

In today’s Gospel Matthew applies to Jesus the prophetic oracle of Isaiah: “The people 

who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of 

gloom a light has shone.” In like manner, the psalmist’s assertion that the Lord is my light 

is echoed in Jesus’ words: “I am the light of the world; the man who follows me will have 

the light of life.” 

Christianity is about light. Just as Jesus is light to the world, so his church is to be light in 

a world of darkness. Light enables the beauty of things to be seen, and we are called to  

make the beauty of the world shine. But we are not to call attention to ourselves: if you are aware of the light in a room, 

it is too bright. Our vocation is for others, not ourselves. 

Surrounded by discrimination, oppression and war, Christians are challenged to “be united in mind and judgment,” and 

they are directed by God’s love to “bring humankind to unity and peace.” The light we bring to the world should lead in 

time to an end of all the world’s darkness: the alienation and oppression of peoples, the attacks on human life and 

dignity, and disrespect for God’s creation. “A people living in darkness have seen a great light.” 

The Church ... serves as a leaven and as a kind of soul for human society as it is to be renewed in Christ 

and transformed into God’s family. ...the Church not only communicates divine life to men, but in some 

way casts the reflected light of that life over the entire earth. 

    Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 1965: 40 

— GERALD DARRING 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE WORD EMBODIED 

CHRISTIAN FAITH AND POLITICS  

Salt of the earth. 

The Sermon on the Mount is often taken as Jesus’ list of private recommendations for a select few followers. And yet he 

is revealing the fundamental conditions of discipleship in his kingdom. He is speaking not only to his closest chosen 

friends, but to hearers at large. The Sermon ends, mind you, with, “His teachings made a deep impression on the people 

because he taught them with authority, and not like their own scribes.”  

If we are honest with ourselves, we will discover that our Christian faith functions little if at all in our political life.  Much of the 

Sermon, of course, was not new. After all, Jesus came from Isaiah’s people who were commanded to share bread with 

the hungry, shelter the oppressed and homeless, and clothe the naked. Isaiah wanted his nation to shine like a light, 

breaking forth as the dawn. “If you remove from your midst oppression, false accusation and malicious speech; if you 

bestow your bread on the hungry and satisfy the afflicted, then light shall rise for you in the darkness.”  

With his announcement of the kingdom, Jesus, like Isaiah, makes clear that he is calling his followers to have an impact 

on their world. After the Beatitudes and just before his teachings on radical trust, money, and forgiveness, he challenges 

his listeners to live out their discipleship precisely in the context of their culture and world. “You are the salt of the earth. But 

what if salt goes flat? How can you restore its flavor? You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. You 

do not light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket. You set it on a stand where it gives light to all.” Those who 

are enlisted in Jesus’ kingdom must let the light of faith shine before the world so that praise might be given to God. 

Jesus seems aware that we may be tempted to hide our faith. We might repress it in our public lives, presuming that it 

has nothing to offer the “real” world of politics and economics. Or we may just keep it under a basket—a “private” 

matter that makes no difference to society. A second temptation is related to the first. If we think that our faith really 

makes no difference in the “real” world, it goes flat. It has nothing special to offer the world. Having lost its special taste, 

it never changes culture. It just mimics it.  

In our own day we have our own special complications. There are many people who seem to put their Christian faith on 

a pedestal for all to see, but it’s a faith whose authentic flavor has gone flat. Imagine the irony of a Christian political 

movement which trumpets the priorities of public prayer, military security, tax cuts for the well-to-do, and capital 

punishment. As one “born-again” former Catholic put it in The American Enterprise magazine, he’s “pro-life, pro-free 

market, patriotic, pro-national defense, pro-gun, and anti-welfare state.” I get the pro-life part, but the other stuff 

doesn’t ring a bell when I think of Christ’s teachings. 

(continued on next page)   

 

 

 

“…for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer,  
in sickness and in health, until death do us part.”  
Save the Date!  

Renewal of Marriage Vows  

Saturday, February 15, 4:00 PM Mass  

followed by Dinner in the Parish Hall 

Signup forms in the pews or on the website.  

(Deadline Monday, Feb.10)  

GRAND ANNUAL APPEAL: 

To date, 73 families have  

pledged a total of $48,120  

toward our goal of $50,000. 



 

 

 

SAINTS OF THE DAY  January 10 – 15 

  

 

Saint Scholastica 

February 10. Family ties and religious obligations may affect one another, but 

they are not necessarily opposed. Saint Scholastica’s relationship with her 

brother, Saint Benedict, is a good example. Close to one another as brother and 

sister, they also respected the Rule of Life of their respective communities. 

Saint Scholastica is a patron saint of nuns. 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes 

February 11.  Devotion to Our Lady of Lourdes runs deep in the hearts of the 

faithful as a sign of God’s care and healing. The mediation of Mary, his mother, 

is a real consolation to those who suffer any ill. 

Our Lady of Lourdes in Rosary Square – Lourdes | José Luiz Bernardes Ribeiro 

Our Lady of Lourdes is a patron saint of bodily ills. 

 

Saint Apollonia 

February 12.  Saint Apollonia is the patron saint of dentists because her teeth 

were knocked out by an angry mob. Hardly the way we would wish a dentist 

to extract our teeth, but Saint Apollonia certainly evidenced great courage in 

her defiance of those who were attacking Christians. 

Engraving of Saint Apollonia | J. Bein after Raphael 

Saint Apollonia is a patron saint of dentists. 

 

Saint Giles Mary of Saint Joseph 

February 13.  Simple, humble persons can sometimes be powerful in their  

effect on and work with the people of God. Saint Giles Mary of Saint Joseph was 

such a man. Saint Giles was loved on the streets of Naples for his goodness born 

of prayer. 

Engraving of Saint Giles of St. Joseph | Giuseppe Gnaccarini 

 

Saints Cyril and Methodius 

February 14.  Often missionaries face the difficulties of language and culture. 

Saints Cyril and Methodius were no exceptions. But they faced the difficulties by 

writing the foreign language in a new alphabet and translating the liturgy for the 

local people. 

Saints Cyril and Methodius monument in the city of Vratsa, Bulgaria | photo by MrPanyGoff 

Saints Cyril and Methodius are patron saints of Slavic Peoples and Ecumenism. 

Ecumenism 

 

Saint Claude de la Colombière 

February 15.  Saint Claude de la Colombière met Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque 

and eventually became her confessor. Together they advanced the devotion to the 

Sacred Heart at a time when God’s mercy needed emphasis. God raises the right 

people at the right time to keep his Church on the right path. 

Saint Claude de la Colombière statue, Saône-et-Loire, France | Benoît Prieur 

 

(Christian Faith and Politics, continued…) 

This is not a put-down of any particular political party even though at first sight it may seem so. Close examination 

of the dominant parties in the United States today will show that both of them are in the pockets of the rich and 

powerful, both of them neglect the poor (although they use different rhetoric to cover their negligence), both of 

them are nationalistic, and both of them underwrite health, immigration, and labor policies that hurt the most 

vulnerable in society. 

A Representative named Hyde was very Christian in his defense of unborn babies, but I wonder what he thought of 

capital punishment, capital gains, and military adventures. A Senator Kennedy rose as a great defender of women 

and the poor—but only as long as they are not snuggled in a womb somewhere or oppressed in a “most favored” 

trading nation. Cultural “conservatives” may talk about the moral rot of society, but how often do they link it up to 

capitalism and a me-first mentality? 

If we are honest with ourselves, we will discover that our Christian faith functions little if at all in our political life. 

The talk is talked, but the walk is not walked. Lip service is paid, but almost every other kind of service is paid to our 

cultural dogmas. Just spend some time reading the Sermon on the Mount in the coming weeks, and ask yourself 

whether our Americanized Christianity is a light in dark times or salt for the earth. 

Our faith, as St. Paul writes, is not communicated by the eloquence of high-sounding words or worldly wisdom. 

Clever argument and jaded rationalization are the very tools most often used to explain our faith away. The wisdom 

of a crucified God and the teachings of the Christ give little consolation and support to an acculturated mind. 

Can a politician, then, give witness to evangelical faith? Can any of us? I think, yes. But it will require of us an admission  

of how readily we compromise the revolutionary message of Jesus. Upon that admission, we might then discover a 

Christian politics that illuminates the world far more brilliantly than the dim ideologies we guide our lives by. 

— JOHN KAVANAUGH, SJ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

First Reading:  Isaiah 58:7-10 

1. “Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your wound shall quickly be healed.”  

Binding the wounds of others: what does it have to do with your own wounds? Who benefits when people share 

their bread or shelter the homeless? Explain. 

2. “Share your bread. …Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer…here I am.”  

Is God there when you are “satisfying the afflicted”? Is God there when you ask for help, and even when you don’t? 

Can you give examples? 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

1. Can you understand, using human wisdom alone, how crucifixion can triumph over sin and death? If not, then 

what allows you to see beyond human appearances? Did Paul want our faith to rest on the power of God instead of 

complicated arguments? 

2. “You are the light of the world,” Jesus says in the Gospel. According to this reading, did Paul have plenty of power 

and wisdom? 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:13-16 

1. Jesus asked us to be like light and salt. What determines your degree of saltiness or brightness? 

2. What does Pope Francis say is the “battery” for our light? 

What must a Christian do in order for the salt not to run out, so that the oil to light the lamp does 

not come to an end? The “battery” a Christian uses to generate light…is simply prayer. Prayer, 

the Pope says, is what lights up Christian life … prayer must come from the heart.”    

As regards the salt that Christians are called to be: it becomes salt when it is given to others.  

This is another Christian attitude: to give of oneself, to give flavor to the lives of others, to give 

flavor to many things with the message of the Gospel…It’s curious: both salt and light are for others, 

not for oneself. Salt does not give flavor to itself; light does not illuminate itself. 

    MASS AT CASA SANTA MARTA, JUNE 7, 2016 

— ANNE OSDIECK 


