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All the families of the earth will find blessing in you. 

(Genesis 12:3) 
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A Note of Thanks to these fine 

sponsors; without their support  

our bulletin would not be possible. 

Please thank them with your 

patronage. 

For ad information call the  

parish office 978-582-4008 
 

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from, 

or heal from abusive relationships 
*Counseling *Court Advocacy *Emergency Shelter 

*Community Education *24-hour hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 
 

ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. 

Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 
       Children Ages:                                        Open 

       2.9 through 7 years                                 7:30AM-5:30 PM 
 

P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462-0195 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • FAX (978) 345-9482 

www.chaptruck.com 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 

Sunday Reflection: March 8 

Called to “journey” for others  

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father’s house to a land that I will show you”  (Gen 12, 1)  

Who of us in their right mind, would at this very moment right here and now, be asked by a stranger or even 

someone you know and trust, to abandon everything you ever had, knew, owned, liked, worked for, your kin 

(family), your father’s house — to abandon everything now — to go to a land that that person will show 

you? A place unknown? I’m sure each of us would say no! For what? What plan? Is there a price to family? 

And promises? How often have people’s promises let us down? Yet this is what God asks of Abram, and he 

unquestioningly and unhesitantly obeys. 

Abram is therefore for us a model of faith. He puts his total trust and faith in God, knowing that the initiative 

that comes from God never leads to a dead-end. It is never a waste of time. 

There is however something more to Abram’s call. He is called to “journey for others”: to get out of his own 

world, safe haven, setting , likes and self, to take on an arduous journey that God promises will bring him 

blessings and a great name, but also benefit many others. The secret of blessings here is taking a difficult 

path for the other’s benefit. Abram’s journey is not an ego trip. It will involve and be for others. Others will 

be beneficiaries. 

Why did Jesus take three of his most trusted disciples up the mountain? The back story to this is that as Jesus 

was coming to the end of his mission on earth, the disciples are getting disappointed. He keeps speaking of his 

suffering and dying, “three day in the tomb and rising.” This all does not make sense. They thought they were 

into this for other reasons. They thought of political positions (the mother of James and John asks Jesus that he 

put his sons, one on his right and left; the disciples are always arguing about who is the greatest) What then is 

all this suffering about? They want miracles! Great deeds! Jesus transfigures before the leading disciples to show 

them what He is truly about; that to “listen to God and do his will” they, in turn, must go back to “encourage the 

others.” Jesus is about saving others. He will suffer and die for others and yes, this will involve pain and 

frustration. But only in this way can others “receive” who “ask,” for whom “doors will be open who knock.” 

To be a Christian is more than just a name, it is a responsibility to live for others. Saint Paul says “to bear 

hardships for others.” It is not about scores or points or totals. It is to be ready to sorrow and hurt for others. 

A lot of our contemporary world is ruined by ego; everybody thirsts and fends more for self and is ready 

even to isolate another to stay a step ahead. We live in a world of takers not givers.  We live in a world where 

to climb the ladder means stepping on others, ruining their names and reputations. We get rid of any 

obstacles to be greater, no matter what. 

The readings challenge us to do the opposite. We will find blessing and even a great name only in living and 

journeying for others. The healing of the world begins with the responsibility for others. 

A Blessed Week in the Lord! 

~ Fr. Anthony 

LENTEN PARISH MISSION 2020 

Theme:  We Wait in Joyful Hope 

Session One:  ”The Kingdom of God is At Hand" 

Session Two:  ”Those Who Hope in the Lord Will Renew Their Strength” 

Session Three:  “In the Shadow of Your Wings, I Shout for Joy” 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

This retreat will focus on the Kingdom of God  
as a reason for hope and cause for joy! 

Facilitator: Father Conrad Pecevich                              Signup at church entrances. 

 

Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 
 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   

(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 
 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

(RCIA).  Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive 

First Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9
th

 grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10
th

 grade. 

For young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage 

preparation process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, 

caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at 

stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480   In Service to One. In Service to all. The members meet in the Parish Hall 

on the first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should 

contact Grand Knight James Dijak (978-534-7956) or Deputy Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119), or you can email the 

Council at  kofc16480@gmail.com. 

 

PARISH STAFF:   

Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237  

Louise Nadeau, Sacristan   

Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

 

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that  

so that we can stay in touch with you via email with faith formation news, notice of special events, volunteer 

opportunities, and more. Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  
 

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue any verification  

of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

From the Desk of the Pastor 
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LENTEN MASS SCHEDULE 

 Wednesdays & Thursdays 8:00 AM  & 6:30 PM  

 Fridays  8:00 AM only  

THE WAY OF THE CROSS (STATIONS)  

6:30 PM Every Friday during Lent  

HOLY HOUR (Eucharistic Adoration)  

Every Wednesday 7:00 -8:00 PM until Holy Week 

____________________________________________________ 

Are you 18 years or older and have not received the sacraments?  

Are you an adult who is interested in becoming a Catholic?  

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) begins soon.  

There are registration forms at the entrances of the church.  

Please fill out a form and drop it in the collection basket or   

at the parish office and we will get in touch with you. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Join us in the parish hall for fun and games of Bingo! There will be snacks and prizes, too. All are welcome!  

Sponsored by the Women’s Guild. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Substitute Teacher Position  

Saint Boniface Early Education School is looking for highly  
motivated EEC certified substitute teachers on a daily, as  
needed basis. The children range in age from 2 years, 9 months  
to 6 years old. Interested applicants can send their resume to 
ninastboniface@gmail.com or call Nina Charpentier at  
978-582-7110.  
 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Sat Mar 7 4:00 PM Michael Horgan, 

by Harry & Elise Schofield 

Sun Mar 8 8:00 AM 

 

10:30 AM 

Patricia Alario, by the Staff of 

Robert C. Alario, PC 

John McShane, by his wife 

Patricia Alario, by her husband 

Thu Mar 12 8:00 am Our Godparents and 

Godchildren  

by Patrick & Mary O’Malley 

Sat Mar 14 4:00 PM 

 

 

Our deceased teachers, 

classmates and students, 

by a retired teacher 

Sun Mar 15 8:00 AM 

10:30 AM 

Our Parish Family 

Our Parish Family 

 

COLLECTION REPORT 

WEEKEND OF MARCH 1, 2020 

SUNDAY ORDINARY: $2,803.00 

MAINTENANCE/FUEL: 407.00 

LATIN AMERICA:  396.00 

OTHER: 10.00 

Total Contributions: $3,616.00 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 

The Perspective of Justice 

Listening to Jesus 

High on the mountain, the three disciples witness a dazzling sight as Jesus was 

transfigured before their eyes, his face as bright as the sun and his clothes as radiant 

as light. In the middle of this vision, they hear God’s voice telling them to listen to  

“my beloved Son on whom my favor rests.” 

The opening prayer focuses our attention on this part of the story: “God our Father, 

help us to hear your Son.” The verse before the Gospel does the same: “From the 

shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: this is my beloved Son; hear him.” 

Lent is a time to listen to Jesus, “who calls us to repentance and a change of heart.” It is a time to reflect on God’s 

Word about loving our enemies and being peacemakers, about proclaiming liberty to captives and letting the 

oppressed go free, about being the salt of the earth and the light of the world, about being perfect just as our 

heavenly Father is perfect. 

It is a time to be quiet and listen to the God “who has saved us and has called us to a holy life.” It is a time to 

become a “great nation” through whom “all the communities of the earth shall find blessing.”  

Jesus perfected revelation by fulfilling it through his whole work of making himself present and 

manifesting himself: through his words and deeds, his signs and wonders, but especially through his 

death and glorious resurrection from the dead and final sending of the Spirit of truth. 

Moreover, he confirmed with divine testimony what revelation proclaimed: that God is with us 

to free us from the darkness of sin and death, and to raise us up to life eternal.  

Vatican II, Constitution on Divine Revelation, 1965: 4. 

— GERALD DARRING 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Spirituality of the Readings 

Brilliant Suffering 

Last week we saw Jesus being tempted just like the rest of us. We recognized our humanity. This week we see him 

transformed into dazzling light. Not so human. What is going on? Is he trying to teach us something? 

The Transfiguration was one way for Jesus to reassure us and them that agony would not negate his divinity. The 

apostles suddenly behold Jesus with his divinity shining forth (like a “glorified body”). It goes through their usual 

filters. Their experience of Jesus is being, precisely, transfigured. For a moment they see Jesus in the complete 

union with God that he is. Notice, we are talking about the complete union with God “that he is,” not that he 

“has.” In Jesus, divinity and humanity are at one with each other. Daily onlookers see only the human, but in this 

case Jesus is showing the apostles his whole self: divinity in its complete oneness with humanity.  

Jesus would have taught them about himself, gradually, all through Matthew’s Gospel. He was a superb teacher. 

Just before Sunday’s passage in Matthew, he had finally told them what a real Messiah is. He said that the “Son of 

the living God must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 

killed and on the third day be raised” (Mt 16:13-23). 

A major revelation, one he had thought they were at last prepared for. If you remember, however, Peter had 

objected vehemently, when he took Jesus aside “and began to rebuke him, ‘God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall 

ever happen to you.’” Jesus went so far as to call Peter “Satan” for resisting the new revelation. Suffering and 

death are not foreign to Jesus, the Messiah. They are of the essence. Such a hard lesson this is for each of us. 

Suffering, death and resurrection are at the heart of love! 

— JOHN FOLEY,SJ S 

. 

SAINT  PATRICK'S DAY DINNER 

with a performance by the  

Irish Step Dancers 

Saturday, March 14 • 5 PM  

Enjoy corned beef and cabbage, 

potatoes and vegetables with Irish 

soda bread, coffee and dessert.  

Tickets:  $10 ea. or $30/ family 

Advance ticket sales only  
(no tickets will be sold at the door) 
Tickets will be sold after weekend 

Masses through March 8th.  

Sponsored by the Saint Boniface  

Knights of Columbus. Proceeds will benefit 

Knights of Columbus charities. 

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! 

Friday, March 27, 7:00 pm 
(after Stations of the Cross) 



SAINTS OF THE DAY  March 9 – 14 

  
 Saint Frances of Rome 

March 9.  Saint Frances of Rome is a good example of what Vatican II hoped 

for—an active laity who take their baptismal call seriously. Although she lived 

centuries before the Council, her life shows that the call for an active, dedicated 

laity has been a part of the Church all along. Saint Frances is a good example of 

what are all called to today—and always. 

Saint Frances is the Patron Saint of motorists and widows. 

 

Saint Dominic Savio 

March 10.  A student of Saint John Bosco, Saint Dominic Savio organized a group 

of students to minister to boys who needed guidance and help. Due to illness, 

however, Dominic never fulfilled his dream of becoming a priest. He died at the 

age of 14. 

Stained glass of Saint Dominic Savio in the Fatima Chapel near Brekenz, Austria | photo by Reinhard Müller 

Saint Dominic Savio is the Patron Saint of choirboys and juvenile delinquents. 

 

Saint John Ogilvie 

March 11.  A convert from Calvinism, Saint John Ogilvie joined the Jesuits  

and was ordained to the priesthood. Doing secret ministry in Scotland, Saint 

John was arrested and tortured for a number of days before being martyred on  

March 10, 1615. He became the first Scottish saint post-Reformation. 

Saint John Ogilvie study | © Peter Howson  

 

Blessed Angela Salawa 

March 12.  Blessed Angela Salawa was a maid for many years, and eventually 

became a Secular Franciscan who worked with wounded and sick soldiers during 

World War I. Abandoned by everyone before her death, she died on March 12, 

1922.  

Portrait of Aniela Salawa in the Franciscan church in Krakow 

 

Saint Leander of Seville 

March 13.  Saint Leander of Seville was a Catholic bishop surrounded by Arians 

for much of his life. He fought hard to restore faith in the divinity of Christ, using 

the profession of the Nicene Creed as a tool.  

 

 

Saint Maximilian 

March 14.  Saint Maximilian, not to be confused with Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

who lived centuries later, refused military service and was martyred as a result. 

While other Christians did serve in the military, Saint Maximilian’s conscience 

said that he could not without compromising his faith. He set a high standard for all 

to follow. 

 

 

 *********************************************************************** 

POPE FRANCIS: SHUT OFF CELLPHONE, OPEN BIBLE FOR LENT  

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Lent is a time to remove all distractions and bitterness from one's life in order to better  

hear God and those who suffer silently and need help, Pope Francis said. 

"It is the right time to turn off the television and open the Bible. It is the time to disconnect from cellphones and 

connect ourselves to the Gospel," the pope said at his weekly general audience Feb. 26, Ash Wednesday and the 

beginning of Lent for Latin-rite Catholics. "It's a time to give up useless words, idle chatter, rumors, gossip" and 

speak intimately with the Lord, he said. 

It was the first general audience of the year held outside in St. Peter's 

Square given the mild temperatures. However, given increased concern in 

Italy about the spread of the coronavirus, the pope reduced his contact 

with people in the square, shaking hands with only a few people before 

beginning his talk. In the popemobile, the pope circled the square, 

waving and blessing people from afar, and the driver and the pope's 

security detail did not stop to pick up any children as is customary. In 

fact, at the end of his audience, the pope assured all those affected by 

the virus of his closeness and prayers. He said his prayers were also 

with the health care professionals and public officials who were 

working hard to help patients and stop the spread of the disease. 

In his main audience talk, the pope explained "the spiritual significance" of the desert, where Jesus spent 40 days 

praying and fasting to prepare for his public ministry. Jesus often headed off to "deserted" places to pray, "teaching 

us how to seek the Father who speaks to us in silence," the pope said. 

"The desert is a place to get away from the racket that surrounds us. It is the absence of words in order to make 

room for another word, the Word of God, who like a light breeze, caresses the heart," he said. Just as Jesus spent 

time in the desert, he said Catholics must spend Lent creating similarly sparse surroundings and a "healthy 

environment of the heart." 

These places need a thorough "cleaning," he said, because "we live in an environment polluted by too much verbal 

violence, by so many offensive and harmful words, which the internet amplifies." People today lob insults with the 

same frequency and nonchalance as if they were saying "hello," he said. "We are buried under empty words, 

advertisements, devious messages," the pope said. "We are used to hearing everything about everybody and we 

risk slipping into a worldliness that atrophies the heart. And there is no bypass (surgery) to fix that, only silence." 

For Christians, the desert isn't a place of death, but of life, "because being in silence, in dialogue with the Lord, 

gives us life again," he said. Pope Francis asked that people strip away the superfluous and unnecessary in their 

lives so they could find what really counts, what is essential and even rediscover the people already by their side. 

Fasting is part of that process, he said, because it exercises the ability to go without things that are excessive or 

frivolous. 

Making time for silence and solitude will also help the faithful become more aware of those who suffer silently 

around them, the pope said. Lent is a time to draw near to those who are alone, abandoned, poor or elderly and 

anyone else in need of help, he said. "Prayer, fasting and acts of mercy -- this is the path of the Lenten desert," 

because it is only in the desert that one finds the way from death to life, the pope said. "Let us follow Jesus in the 

desert and with him our deserts will bloom." 

At the end of the general audience, the pope gave special greetings to visitors from Iraq, emphasizing how his 

prayers were with them and all people in the nation, which is "a battleground" of war and conflict. "I pray for you 

and pray for peace in your country, which I had been scheduled to visit this year," he said. It would have been the 

first visit by a pope to Iraq, where tradition holds Abraham was born. 


