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“He saved others; he cannot save himself. So this is the king of Israel! 

(John 27, 42) 



FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

A self emptying savior. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci? Who of us does not know that name by now?  

His name is now kind of a household name: a short diminutive man 

from the CDC. He is ‘the expert’. He is the focus of every press  

briefing. People look and listen to his every word and detail with full 

attention. The other day he went missing for a couple of briefings  

and it was the buzz of the news. Is he sick? Did he get it? 

Dr. Fauci represents more than himself. He stands in for all the doctors, nurses, healthcare workers, clinicians, EMTs, these 

people and professionals who often times are invisible or we take for granted that dedicate their life’s work to keep us 

safe and healthy. So yes, when he speaks, we listen. 

Today (Palm Sunday) as Holy Week begins, what is the focus of our full attention? Who do we listen to? Holy Week for 

us, as Christians, is the most important week in the Christian calendar. The focus of our full attention is ‘Jesus Christ.’ We 

watch what he does, we watch and listen to his words, we watch the events of the last week of his life: his entry into Jeru-

salem, the last supper and washing of the feet, his passion, suffering and death of the Cross. We wait for his Resurrection 

and as we do all this we ask: what does this all teach us especially at this ‘trying times’? Jesus Christ is our focus! 

How many of us in this moment are so ‘hungry’ for somebody to tell us ‘something’? Somebody tell me what to do? 

Somebody lift me up? Somebody give me some courage? These are our honest and fervent questions; can Jesus say 

‘something’? The answer is “yes” if we are willing to listen (to ‘watch and pray’). God  is not and is never silent to us. 

In the First reading the prophet Isaiah identifies himself as a servant, the best in the community. This servant is sent on a 

mission. Isaiah is speaking to a community in crisis of a faith. This servant has been given the gift of speech, to speak to 

the weary a word that will rouse them. His ears and heart will not miss anything. He will suffer with those who suffer. He 

will be a loser. He will speak against exploitation of the poor and for this be tortured. Yet he is confident that he will 

complete the mission. He knows that ignominy and shame do not have the last word. If this suffering servant foretold the 

coming Jesus (which he did) then Jesus is who we want to be close to now — God who is dedicated to us, God who is 

with us 'all the way.’ There is more than an expert here! 

Saint Paul in the Letter to the Philippians says “Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 

God something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave” (Phil 2, 6-7) , meaning he disregards 

every honor and privilege as Son of God, to be one with us, even becoming a slave. A God who is willing to do this is a 

God we want by our side. He must be our focus. What happens when we turn our attention or focus to ‘other things’: the 

loud dark noises of emptiness, or our human skills, competency and formulas? Watch what happens in the Gospel. 

A little detail: Matthew’s Gospel is the only Passion narrative where Jesus is muted. He is silenced. The focus and atten-

tion is on the drama around him. When God is pulled out of the equation, what happens? Right from the start we hear 

conspiracy: Judas Iscariot went to the chief priests and said, “What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” 

They paid him thirty pieces of silver.” (Matt 26, 14-15) and then it goes downhill from this point on: betrayal, arrest ,  

violence, false accusation, mockery, abuse, ridicule, innocent suffering, and death. When God is muted or silenced we risk 

being ‘prey’ to ourselves. We become a ‘field of blood.’ 

This Palm Sunday we are given the model of a self emptying savior, He is the one we need. A God who is with us, to lead 

us through our every trial. And we know how the story ends: The victory of the resurrection. This is our true hope. Does 

this mean that we surrender or do nothing and wait for our fate? No. We are also challenged to imitate this self emptying 

style of Jesus in the way we live. To give hope to others in the way we reach out, we console, we act, we care and live for 

one another. But always in the mind of Christ. 

The following Gospel text is what Pope Francis used in a moment of Prayer: Urbis et Orbi 

On that day, as evening drew on, he said to them, “Let us cross to the other side.” Leaving the crowd, they took him with 

them in the boat just as he was. And other boats were with him. A violent squall came up and waves were breaking over the 

boat, so that it was already filling up. Jesus was in the stern, asleep on a cushion.  

They woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” He woke up, rebuked the wind, and said 

to the sea, “Quiet! Be still!” The wind ceased and there was great calm. Then he asked them, “Why are you terrified? Do you 

not yet have faith?” They were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this whom even wind and sea obey?” 

Lord, teach us put our faith and trust in you.  

Father Anthony 
 

The Lord GOD has given me a well-trained 

tongue, that I might know how to speak to 

the weary a word that will rouse them. 

(Isaiah 50, 4) 



HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, April 8 • Holy Thursday, April 9  

• Good Friday, April 10 

6:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Saint Boniface Church will be open for quiet prayer and reflection.  

Note: No more than 10 people may be in the church at one time. 

Sanitizing and social distancing rules must be strictly followed.  

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper, April 9, 7:00 PM 

Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion, April 10, 7:00 PM 

Easter Vigil, April 11, 7:30 PM 

All of the above Liturgies celebrated at Saint Boniface will be  

available on YouTube via a link from our website.  

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord, April 12 

Links will be posted on our website to the  

Easter Sunday Mass from the Vatican and the  

Easter Sunday Mass from the Diocese of Worcester.  

 

WWW.STBONIFACE-LUNENBURG.ORG 

A PRAYER IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC 

O God, whose Only Begotten Son bore the weight of human suffering  

for our salvation, 

Hear the prayers of your Church for our sick brothers and sisters  

and deliver us from this time of trial. 

Open our ears and our hearts to the voice of your Son;  

Be not afraid, for I am with you always. 

Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public servants; 

Give us the wisdom to do what is right and the faith to endure this hour, 

That we might gather once again to praise your name in the heart of  

your Church, 

Delivered from all distress and confident in your mercy.   

Through  Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

April 6, 2020 

  

 

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 

As you well know, the entire world has been turned upside down by this terrible coronavirus pandemic. It has 

impacted our lives in numerous ways, including our spiritual life. However, it is important to remember that even 

though public Masses and gatherings have been suspended at Saint Boniface, we are still spiritually strong and 

open to all. 

As parishioners of Saint Boniface, please remember that even though our church building is closed to the  

public, the fixed costs of the parish remain. As such, the Finance Committee sincerely thanks those who have 

continued to make their contributions through these last few weeks, and urges all parishioners to be good  

stewards of Saint Boniface with your regular support.   

It is fully understood that some may not be able to contribute if they have been economically impacted by the 

loss of a job, etc. Yet for those not immediately impacted, your generous support is needed in order to help us 

keep current with our bills. These costs include staff salaries, utilities, insurance and property maintenance.  

Please know that the finance committee is hard at work, along with our Pastor, analyzing and deciding which 

expenses can be cut or deferred. We are doing everything that we possibly can to lighten the fiscal burden. 

Here are 3 ways in which you can continue to support the parish financially: 

• Make your regular contributions through online payments on our website  https://stboniface-

lunenburg.org/online-giving-options. With simple steps, you can set-up secure recurring Sunday  

offerings or one-time contributions by debit, credit card, or electronic check. 

• Mail your envelope to:  Saint Boniface Parish, 817 Massachusetts Ave., Lunenburg, MA 01462 

• You may continue to fill your envelopes weekly and set them aside, with the intention of contributing 

all of them when everything returns to normal. Or feel free to call the parish office during office hours 

if you would like to drop off yo67ur envelopes. 

Thank you and God Bless. 

The Saint Boniface Finance Committee 

As each one has received a gift, 

use it to serve one another 

as good stewards of God’s varied grace. 

1 Peter 4: 10 



Did You Know...? 

• 24-Hour Day of Prayer  

Beginning at 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 7, through 12:00 p.m. Wednesday, April 8, we will be  

observing a Day of Prayer from our homes. Please join all 96 Parishes in the Diocese of Worcester by 

setting aside time for prayer. Together in Christ, we can do this!  

• Saint Boniface prayer line 978.582.4008 

Are you lost and dismayed, anxious or grieving? Call the Saint Boniface prayer line. Leave a brief 

message, your name and telephone number, and we will call you back. You are never alone!   

• Grocery Shopping/Errands for the Elderly or Alone  

If you need groceries or an errand run and can't get out, please call the office at 978.582.4008 and 

leave your contact information. We will get back to you to help you out.  

• Subscribe to ParishConnect, our electronic mailing list 

During this time, we would like to come together in the most accessible way we can as a Catholic 

community. One way we are trying to do this is by providing directly to you, updated information 

about the parish and our spiritual services.  Find the subscription form on the home page of our 

website. All we need is your name and email address, and you can unsubscribe at any time. 

• We are so grateful for your weekly offering gifts.   

Your donations during this time will greatly help continue the mission and work of the parish. 

Please remember that donations/envelopes may be sent by mail to the parish office, or you may  

easily give online from our website link at the top of the home page: Online Giving Options.  

With simple steps, you can set-up recurring Sunday offerings or one time gifts by use of debit card, 

credit card or electronic check. Thank you for your support!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is so much waiting for you at www.stboniface-lunenburg.org! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter 2020 

 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

It has been called the “unseen enemy.”  The coronavirus has brought illness and death to the  

afflicted; fear, isolation and disruption to us all. 

On Easter Sunday, Jesus’ first followers saw the remedy for their fears.  Days before, beginning 

with the arrest of Jesus in Gethsemane and His Crucifixion on Calvary, they had experienced fear 

and seen death.   Indeed, the threat of death caused not only fear but isolation and disruption as 

they ran from Jesus in the garden and nearly all abandoned Him at the Cross. 

But on Easter Sunday He was there again, in their midst, back from the dead, bringing them to-

gether and reassuring them with His words, "peace be with you."  Today he says the same to us.   

He is present to us. We do not see Him with our eyes.  But with faith we know Him to be among 

us, risen and triumphant.  He is the unseen ally, always present, always able to help us against all 

enemies, seen and unseen. 

The presence of the coronavirus has and will shape our lives for a time.  Even more so, may the 

presence of the Risen Christ at all times shape our lives, our outlook and our confidence. 

Scientists work to develop a vaccine to prevent further infections of our bodies from viruses 

around us. We pray for those scientists and heed their sound advice.  Jesus Christ is the comple-

mentary antidote for our souls to strengthen us spiritually against all the inevitable things in life 

that we face and fear - sickness, isolation, sin, uncertainty and even death. 

While this is a very different Easter, in its essence it is the same.  How we celebrate differs but 

what we celebrate and its meaning for us remain the same.  May the Triumph of the Risen Christ 

give you and your loved one’s peace, hope and confidence.  I pray that God will protect you and 

your loved ones along with all who strive to maintain public health, order, and the necessities of 

life. May it be God’s will that before this Easter Season is over, we will be through the worst of this 

pandemic so that we can gather again, stronger in faith, united in Christ, to give joyful thanks to 

God around the altar in the Eucharist. 

 

With every prayerful best wish for a joyous Easter, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 

Bishop of Worcester 

 



T hese weeks have been hard for me, I can-

not lie. I am a social person. I crave the 

conversation and interaction of others.  

At a time when we cannot come together and 

need it the most, it is not here for us. What I 

would not give to go to the park and swing the 

grandbabies on the swing or visit with a friend 

over dinner in a restaurant. These were all ordi-

nary things that have become extraordinary in 

the last three weeks. Facebook reminds me daily 

of the times past and I am so jealous of myself 

back then. The world was good and I was happy 

in the chaos of ordinary days.  

Then this happened and what a time for it to 

happen: during Lent. Others may not see the 

irony as deprivation for 40 days, but Jesus cer-

tainly does. For lack of a better analogy, we are 

all in our own desert and we are walking alone: 

wandering and wondering what the end may be. 

Uncertainty is our constant companion as my 

daily walks have turned into people switching 

sides of the streets as I pass them and looking 

down from me. They were my neighbors three 

weeks ago, but now they are confined to them-

selves, worried about their own preservation.  

I am reminded of Palm Sunday and all those 

who joyously welcomed Jesus only to call out 

his name a few days later to be crucified. It will 

not be that dramatic but there is an underlying 

feeling that if I coughed on my walks or in a 

store, those around me would turn against me.  

I feel more isolated than I already am.   

So what can we do? We do as Jesus did and look 

to our Father. Only our Father can end all of this 

and it will only be in our Father’s time that it is 

ended. That is a truth we find hard to under-

stand. Holy Week will come and go like no other 

Holy Week in history. We have never stopped 

Easter Sunday masses, not even during war-

time. We are living in unprecedented times. But 

we have, as children of God and heirs to heaven, 

been charged with taking up our armor and 

fighting for our world to come back. Our weap-

on is hope and the chant in battle is prayer. 

Over insurmountable obstacles we must pray for 

an end to this. We must pray with everything 

that is in us. We must never lose hope in God 

that he will be triumphant over this. We are in the 

desert right now but we will come out of it.   

We will be stronger and more prepared for the 

world that emerges along with us. We may not 

ever have the world that we had before but it will 

be better. It will be consecrated from God and 

through our prayers. We will be triumphant in 

this and when we are, we must celebrate our 

Easter, the joyous resurrection of life anew again.  

Lucy Marcil 

A Message from Our  
Director of Religious Education 



DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD & FISH MARKET 
Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Route 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115

SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITHTHREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson  Michael D. Masciarelli 
www.andersonfuneral.com            800.562.2692 

Saint Boniface Parish 

817 Massachusetts Ave. 

Lunenburg, MA 01462 

(978) 342-9716

THOMAS FUEL 

HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave., Lunenburg 

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 North Main St., Leominster, MA  

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999 (W) 508-755-7575 

www.robertalario.com   bob@robertalario.com 

Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney at Law 

81 Merriam Ave., Leominster, MA 

Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com

PLEASE THANK  

OUR FINE SPONSORS 

WITH YOUR  

PATRONAGE. 

- Address-Text On File -


