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Second Sunday of Easter ~ Divine Mercy Sunday 

“My Lord and my God” 

(John 20, 28)



FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

‘Follow Up’ Your Easter Faith! 

Pundits and experts are already thinking post-pandemic (the day  

after). Many are voicing the need to have a frank and honest  

discussion about the lessons learnt. How is the country or world  

prepared for the next epidemic? In the US the hot buttons are the 

delicate balance between money (economy) and health, healthcare 

cost, the vulnerable of society and our responsibility towards them.   

I hope the Church is part of this discussion, too. It is very true that  

we must have a ‘follow up’ when all this settles. 

Easter is not a onetime event. It too requires a serious follow-up. The readings this weekend indicate to us what 

that ‘follow-up’ could look like. The first reading from Acts offers us a glimpse of the first Christian community life 

after the resurrection. It tells of how the Gospel was received and lived. There was, of course, an explosion of faith 

and membership. The spirit and soul of the church was solid and strong. An evident devotedness to one another 

and to the scriptures, the breaking of Bread (celebrating the Eucharist), communal prayer, gathering in the temple, 

concern for one another demonstrated by the selling of property and possessions to cater for the needs of the 

community. There was a sincerity of heart. The result of Easter faith was harmony, solidarity and generosity which 

meant a ‘new life’. 

Think for a second about our present day communities of faith and how we still emulate those first Christians —  

or honestly do not. Does the word ‘community’ even mean anything today? What and who makes your community? 

What is my criteria for community? 

In John’s gospel, the appearances of Jesus are meant to reinforce the disciples’ faith. Jesus passing through walls 

must strengthen them. They are to be and have Peace. Jesus also commissions them, “As the Father sent me, so I 

send you” (John 20, 21). Now it is their turn to pass the Easter faith to others who will not physically see Jesus any-

more. They will do best only by the way they live their lives. This means ‘follow up.’ Doubting Thomas says it right: 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nailmarks and put my hand into his side,  

I will not believe.” The witness of what one sees and touches transforms. The disciples must be ready to do this 

more in times of trials and persecutions. 

The message of today’s readings is clear: follow up your Easter faith. The spiritual quality of our individual lives and 

community life must be renewed. This means a life of prayer, coming to church. We must let others ‘catch’ the con-

tagious spirit of Jesus —bringing peace (not division). Our outreach efforts as a community must be a priority, even 

if this means for us to go out of our area. Might our witness even be a cause of ‘awe’? 

Some practical starters : 

 Read the Bible more. Find favorite verses. Reflect on what they mean in your life. Read the Acts of the Apostles. 

 Create a prayer time and space in your home. 

 As a family or individual,  pledge to come to church more frequently. Make Church non-negotiable. 

 Outreach: how involved are you at church? Can you do more? Do you have a skill you can share with others? 

Inform yourself about the wider mission of the Church and see how you can get involved. 

A Blessed week in the Lord. 

Father Anthony 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in  

his hands and put my finger into  

the nailmarks and put my hand into 

his side, I will not believe.”   

THANK YOU to our many parishioners who have continued to make offertory donations during this time when we cannot 

gather in our church. Please check the website often for links to our “virtual” Masses, updates as to when we may resume  

liturgies and parish activities, or if you need information about online giving, help with shopping or errands, the prayer line,  

or other resources:  www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

The parish office is open on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 9am-5pm. Telephone: 978-582-4008  



Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and  

villages “curing every disease and illness.” At your 

command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid 

now, in the midst of the global spread of the corona- 

virus, that we may experience your healing love. 

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they 

regain their strength and health through quality 

medical care. 

Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations  

from working together and neighbors from helping 

one another. 

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim  

invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders. 

Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this 

time of uncertainty and sorrow. 

Be with those who have died from the virus. May 

they be at rest with you in your eternal peace. 

Be with the families of those who are sick or have 

died. As they worry and grieve, defend them from 

illness and despair. May they know your peace. 

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all 

medical professionals who seek to heal and help 

those affected and who put themselves at risk in the 

process. May they know your protection and peace. 

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the 

foresight to act with charity and true concern for the 

well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give 

them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions 

that will help prepare for or prevent future out-

breaks. May they know your peace, as they work 

together to achieve it on earth. 

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by  

many people suffering from this illness or only a 

few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and 

mourn, persist and prepare. In place of our anxiety, 

give us your peace. 

Jesus Christ, heal us. 

Easter Unbelief  

So what was the trouble with Thomas? 

His doubts have echoed through history. We often assume  

that he was just a tough guy who had trouble trusting. 

But it would help you and me in our own doubts if we 

could understand more about this man who wouldn’t be-

lieve the resurrection. 

Doubting Thomas. In spite of his cynicism, Thomas had 

always belonged to Jesus. 

First, who was he? The Aramaic name Te'oma (Thomas) 

meant twin, and he was also called Didymus, which meant 

the same thing in Greek, twin. So he probably was a twin. 

What else? 

Well, he might have been a bit glum. For instance, he gave a 

practical but gloomy response when Jesus’ wanted to go 

back to Judea after Lazarus died. None of the disciples 

wanted to return because they knew the Jewish leaders 

had tried to stone Jesus there (John 10:24-30). Jesus gave 

them some high-minded talk about what the disciples 

might learn by going, but Thomas ignored these reasons 

and said to the others, “Alright, let us also go die with 

him.” A dour and cynical statement (John 11:16).* 

Thomas loved Jesus doggedly but moped about the dan-

gerous situations Jesus was always walking right into. Is it 

any wonder, then, that in this Sunday’s Gospel Thomas 

laid down his requirements for believing in the resurrec-

tion? His worst misgivings had come true on the cross: 

Jesus actually was killed. To deal with his sorrow Thomas 

resolved to accept the death stolidly, no matter what it 

felt like. Thomas the pragmatic knew that beloved Jesus 

was dead and gone. 

Suddenly the apostles reversed the field. “Didymus, Jesus 

is alive! When the doors were locked, suddenly he stood 

there among us! He talked to us!" 

NO. NO. Thomas’ heart could not accept it. Too much was 

at stake. 

Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands 

and put my finger into the nail marks 

and put my hand into his side, I will not believe. 

This is exactly in character for Thomas/Didymus. The 

tough words are really a protection for a heart that would 

break in half if given still another false hope. “The only 

way I would believe such nonsense is if you give me very 

practical proof.” 

Jesus gave it. Fingers in nail marks. Hand into side. 

In spite of his cynicism, Thomas had always belonged to 

Jesus. When he got the practical proof he needed, he sank 

to the ground.  “My Lord and my God.” 

What a great story for Eastertide.  

John Foley, SJ  



Saint Boniface Parish 

817 Massachusetts Ave. 

Lunenburg, MA 01462 

Easter Flowers Remembrances 
Robert Andrews, Marion Andrews, Bessie Wheeler, Everett Dupuis 
by Greg & Kathy Dupuis 

Joseph McBride, Madelyn Roberts 

by Kathleen McBride 

Joseph McBride 
by Shirley McBride 

James McBride, Jr. 

by Joan McBride 

Deceased members of the Crane and Laford families 
by Thomas & Andrea Laford 

Larry Paton 

by Patricia Paton 

Deceased members of the Keating and Arruda families 

by Steve & Roseanne Keating 

Richard Carey, Mary Pat Carey, Richard Carey, Jr. 
by Priscilla Carey 

Deceased members of the Giambrocco and Iuliucci families 

by Roxanne Letarte 
   

Jeanne Alves 
by Rob & Kelly DiGeronimo




