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“I hear the whisperings of many: ‘Terror on every side! Denounce!  

Let us denounce him!’…But the Lord is with me like a might champion.” 

(Jeremiah 20: 10, 11)  



FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

To Share God’s Care is to Know God’s Care 

Marketing is such a big part of a lot of things we do these days. 

One of the top rules of marketing is ‘know your audience.’ If we 

in some way applied this rule to our readings this weekend —  

to be a prophet or disciple one must ‘know their audience’ — in 

this case it is God (Heavenly Father). The mission of the prophet 

and disciple is to ‘share God’s Care’ to the world and not let  

anything stand in his way. 

To share God’s care begins with proclaiming God’s word or the 

Gospel truth, and this can be a very unsettling truth. The word of God is an ‘unquiet word’ — it itches, bothers,  

angers and is very uncomfortable at times. Sharing it can be very difficult (especially in today’s world) and it will 

never be well received. Jeremiah, in his time, had a fair amount of rejection and threats to his life. He actually goes 

through an interior crisis. This crisis is expressed in these words: “I hear the whisperings of many: ‘Terror on every 

side! Denounce! Let us denounce him!’ All those who were my friends are on the watch for any misstep of 

mine...” (Jer 20, 10). He is rejected. Yet one thing keeps things in perspective: “I know the Lord is with me like a 

mighty champion.” Jeremiah knows his audience. 

Where in your life has your Christian faith stance and values brought you rejection or animosity? Has this happened 

even with people close to you? What keeps your focus? 

Jesus, in the Gospel, exhorts the twelve to be fearless. What is said in the darkness, must be spoken in the light; 

whisperings must be proclaimed on the house tops. Human tribulation shall come but it shall go. Be more afraid of 

one who kills body and soul. Yet Jesus speaks of the reassuring message of a compassionate and concerned Father, 

who will not deny anyone who acknowledges him before others. So, know your audience. Perseverance in bearing 

witness to Jesus will win out. 

What is our take home message from all this? We are challenged to share God’s care (concern) with others. We 

must bring God’s concern to the people in dire need of it today. A message of support to those who are hopeless. 

A message of fairness and justice to those locked up in the prisons of anxiety. Peace to those who are troubled. 

Bring God’s reassurance to the world. (Remember, in order to do this you may have to go beyond ‘your own world.’) 

As we all do this we will know God’s care, too. 

Have a good week in the Lord. 

Father Anthony 

“ Everyone who acknowledges me before  

 others I will acknowledge before my  

 heavenly Father. But whoever denies  

 me before others, I will deny before my  

 heavenly Father.” 

(Matthew, 10, 32-33) 

 Psalm 103:13:  

 "As a father has compassion on his  

 children, so the Lord has compassion  

 on those who fear him." 

  

 Happy Father's Day 



Children's (Grade 1-6) Outdoor Mass 

Sunday, June 28 at 5:15 p.m.  

Please sign up for this Mass so that we may  

prepare  the outdoor space in keeping with  

current health and safety guidelines. Call the  

parish office at 978-582-4008 or email  

stbonifaceparish@verizon.net and let us know 

your family name and how many will attend.  

The deadline to sign up is Thursday, June 25.   

A new Sunday Mass at 7:30 a.m. will begin this July.  

Our 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass is beginning to fill up beyond the 40% mark. 

We would like to keep the number to only 50 people (as Coronavirus 

protocols require),  so we shall now have two Masses on Sunday:  

7:30 a.m. & 9:00 a.m.  

 

4th of July Independence Day Vigil Mass 

Friday, July 3 at 6:30 p.m.  

There will be no 8:00 a.m. Mass that day.  

 

Weekday Masses 8:00 a.m.  

Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays 

For those who miss coming to church and are still uncomfortable  

coming to the weekend Masses, consider attending one of the weekday 

morning Masses — they are far less crowded.  

 

It has been decided that Oktoberfest  at Saint Boniface will 

be cancelled  this year. However, the committee is planning to hold 

the Grand Raffle (cash prizes) as well as our famous  gift basket and 

lottery tree raffles.  More information coming soon! 

MASS INTENTIONS  

June 18 

 

June 20 

 

June 21 

June 24 

8:00 AM 

  

4:00 PM 

 

9:00 AM 

8:00 AM 

Jack & Clair Brady, 1st “Heavenly” Anniversary,  

by Everett & Kerry Kimball 

Joe Simoneau, by the Saint Boniface Knights of  

Columbus Council 16480 

Our Parish Family 

Jim O’Malley, 6th Anniversary, by Patrick & Mary 

O’Malley 

COLLECTION REPORT 

Week of June 14  

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Other 

Total 

 

 $2,255 

 420 

 105 

 $2,780 

Thank you for your support, and to all  

who have made a special effort to continue 

their contributions throughout these weeks  

of the pandemic crisis.  

Saint Boniface Mass will not be 

available on line this weekend. 

Please check the website for links 

to other Masses.  

Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure,  

convenient and easy to make one-time  

or recurring donations at  

www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

We have reached 63% of our Partners in  

Charity goal for the parish. Here’s a new, easy 

way to contribute:  Text the word DONATE to 

84576. You will be connected to a confidential 

and secure site which the Diocese of Worcester 

manages. Parishes will receive credit for all gifts 

made. Any amount you can donate will help us get 

closer to our goal. Thank you. 

Comic Relief 
Doubting Thomas 

One afternoon while hiking, Thomas stumbled 

and fell over the side of a steep cliff. Before he hit 

bottom, however, he managed to grab hold of a 

tree branch. Dangling precariously over the  

canyon, he shouted, “Lord, can you help me?”  

“Of course!” said the Lord. “just let go of the 

branch and I’ll catch you.” 

Thomas thought for a moment, lifted his eyes to 

heaven, and pleaded: “Lord, can anyone else hear 

me?” 



Discussion Questions 

First Reading 

Jeremiah 20:10-13 

1. Do we now find “terror on every side,” with racial, pan-

demic and environmental evils? Since suffering can 

lead to resentment, bitterness, and anger, what do you 

think enabled Jeremiah to not only endure his but also 

get beyond it and all the negative emotions that we 

presume came with it? 

2. How is your trust? Can you increase the amount you 

have? How can trust help you handle difficult situa-

tions? Should you wait for “terror” to arrive before you 

start trusting?  

Second Reading 

Romans 5:12-15 

1. Paul tells us in this reading that “the gift is not like the 

transgression” [of Adam and Eve]. According to Pope 

Francis, does God’s mercy wipe out or destroy sin and 

go far beyond the forgiveness that we need? 
 

…God did not wish to leave humanity alone in the  

throes of evil. And so he turned his gaze to Mary, holy 

and immaculate in love (cf. Eph 1:4), choosing her to  

be the Mother of man’s Redeemer. When faced with  

the gravity of sin, God responds with the fullness of 

mercy. Mercy will always be greater than any sin, and  

no one can place limits on the love of God who is ever 

ready to forgive. 

Pope Francis: Declaration of the Jubilee of Mercy, paragraph 3 

April 11, 2015 

Gospel 

Matthew 10:26-33 

1. When Christ says to “speak in the light” that which he 

has said in darkness, is such speaking meant to dispel 

the darkness? Can you “proclaim” the Good News to-

day “from the housetops”? What does that mean in 

terms of ending racial bias? 

2. “These prophets were the sirens in the night, the 

sowers of far-flung seeds, the eternal agitators in the 

soul of the people, of the nations, torches in the murk 

of confusion” (Joan Chittister, The Time Is Now, 17).  

Is it time for prophets now in the midst of the racial 

turmoil? Is there a risk involved in proclaiming the 

Word? How many times does Jesus tell you not to fear 

in this reading? What does he say about the hairs on 

your head, reinforcing the “no fear” concept? 

— Anne Osdieck 

 

One in Christ 

 “God is the strength of his people,” the guide and 

protector of your people, the one who keeps us  

secure from this world’s uncertainty (Ps 28:8). We 

should not be afraid of anything because “the Lord is 

with me, like a mighty champion” (Jer 20:11). 

The poor and lowly are special objects of protection. 

“See, you lowly ones, and be glad … for the Lord 

hears the poor, for he has rescued the life of the 

poor” (Responsorial Psalm). The special care of the 

poor is a sign to all of us that God is our strength,  

for it means that God is not influenced by the judg-

ments of the world. 

The world might 

abuse and ignore 

the poor and  

lowly, but God 

hears their cry  

and rescues their 

lives. The riches  

of this world  

might be for a  

select few, the  

rich and powerful, 

but the gracious 

gift of Jesus Christ 

abounds for all. 

So do not let men intimidate you. Our God is God of 

the poor and lowly, and in him, we his children live 

in safety. 

In the Old Testament God reveals himself to 

us as the liberator of the oppressed and the 

defender of the poor, demanding from man 

faith in him and justice towards man’s 

neighbor. It is only in the observance of the 

duties of justice that God is truly recognized 

as the liberator of the oppressed. 

Synod of Bishops, Justice in the World, 1971:30. 

 — Gerald Darring 

 

  



What the prophet Jeremiah  

can teach us about trusting  

in God, even when it’s hard 

Today’s readings have an ominous quality to 

them, with multiple references to attacks, sin  

and death. Yet we can glean important elements  

of hope from them. 

There are many thought-provoking passages in 

Jeremiah that reflect the prophet’s mental states 

and attitudes during his prophetic career. Today we 

hear about his haters. In the first reading, Jeremiah 

describes the attacks that he experiences because  

of his community’s discontent with his prophetic  

message. People whisper about him, denounce him and 

even his friends watch as he stumbles. Although he faces 

negativity, Jeremiah frames these negative experiences 

as tests of his righteousness to see if he would remain 

faithful to God even during difficult moments. While 

struggling, Jeremiah expresses his faith in God as his 

defender. Likewise, he recognizes that God takes care of 

those who are most in need. As many people continue to 

struggle and may at times feel under attack, Jeremiah 

reminds us to seek refuge in the Lord. 

In the second reading from Romans, we hear Paul’s 

statements on the origin of sin and death. With his refer-

ence to the “pattern of the trespass of Adam,” he inter-

prets this mythic account of the first human eating the 

forbidden fruit as an archetype of human behavior.  

Importantly, he highlights divine grace which overcomes 

human tendencies. Through faith and belief in Christ 

and his sacrifice, salvation is possible. 

The Gospel reading contains some unsettling language 

but pairs it with clear affirmations of God’s love and care 

for creation. The Gospel comes from the missionary  

discourse (Mt 10:1-11:1), in which Jesus summons the 

Twelve Apostles, gives them authority and highlights 

some of the challenges they will face while spreading the 

good news. In today’s excerpt, Jesus tells his followers 

not to fear death but instead to be confident in God’s 

power to overcome it. 

 

Like Paul, Matthew asserts divine power to conquer nega-

tive human actions. Like Jeremiah, Matthew predicts 

that the apostles will face rejection. Jesus empowers his  

followers to be fearless and proclaim the Gospel for all to 

hear. This message would have been relevant to Matthew’s 

audience, as he was writing about 50 years after Jesus’ 

death. The missionary work of the early Christian com-

munity was already underway, and early Christians 

faced clear dangers of persecution. Jesus acknowledges 

the vulnerabilities inherent in missionary work early in 

his public ministry, but Jesus also inspires his followers 

to persevere, knowing that God is with them. While  

explaining the risks of being one of his followers and  

future leaders, Jesus also expresses the protection that 

comes from the Father in heaven. 

Despite the tone of the readings, their messages are 

largely positive and encourage trust and belief in God. 

As we navigate a sometimes dangerous and chaotic 

world, we can look to today’s readings for confirmation 

of God’s protection. Obviously, we should not be reck-

less in our actions; throwing caution to the wind can 

have dangerous consequences. Nonetheless, the biblical 

readings can serve as reminders of God’s active presence 

in our lives. They reiterate the importance of faith in 

God, especially during challenging times.  

— Jaime L. Waters 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Responding to a Call from God 

Hello everyone. I’m Peter Bui, a seminarian studying at 

Catholic University’s Theological College preparing to 

serve in the Diocese of Worcester. I’m blessed to be a 

seminarian intern this summer at St. Joseph Parish in 

Charlton. I just want to say thank you for giving me 

and my fellow seminarians the opportunity to not just 

study, but to prayerfully respond to the call from Jesus 

Christ to serve the people of Worcester as a diocesan 

priest. These times are certainly making it an experi-

ence I will never forget! 

Serving People in Need on the Fringe 

My name is Maydee Morales and I am the Director of 

Emergency  Services and Food Pantries at our 4 re-

gional offices of Catholic Charities located throughout 

Worcester County. We have seen the demand for assis-

tance double and even triple for food, diapers and aid 

in order to avoid going hungry or becoming homeless. 

Le me offer a big thank you to everyone who supports 

Partners in Charity so that we can respond to keep 

these families and individuals in safe, stable homes! 

Saints of the Week 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 

June 22. Made famous by his own 

holy life and featured in the movie 

"A Man for All Seasons," Saint Tho-

mas More is the patron of those in 

the law profession. Husband, father, 

chancellor, and lawyer, Saint Thomas 

More stands out as a leading figure 

in British history. He was reluctantly 

martyred by King Henry VIII in 1535.  (Patron Saint of Attorneys, 

Civil Servants, Court Clerks, Lawyers, Politicians, Public Servants) 

SAINT JOHN FISHER 

June 23. Saint John Fisher’s name is 

usually associated with Saint Thomas 

More and their difficulty with King  

Henry VIII. Saint John Fisher, a bishop 

and cardinal, refused to agree with  

Henry VIII’s divorce and remarriage as 

well as the idea that the king, rather  

than the pope, was the head of the  

Church in England. He was imprisoned and eventually martyred.   

NATIVITY OF SAINT JOHN   

THE BAPTIST 

June 24. Saint John the Baptist is  

one of the few saints who have two 

feast days. Today we celebrate his 

birth, which Saint Luke narrates in  

his Gospel. There Saint Luke draws a 

parallel between the births of Jesus  

and John, pointing out the important role in the history of salvation 

that Saint John the Baptist would play. (Patron Saint of baptism) 

BLESSED JUTTA OF THURINGIA 

June 25. Blessed Jutta of Thuringia, 

a noble woman with children, be-

came a widow at a young age. She 

used her means to provide for the 

children, but once they were grown, 

she disposed of her wealth, became 

a Secular Franciscan, and lived a life 

of austerity. (Patron Saint of Prussia) 

BLESSED RAYMOND LULL 

June 26. Blessed Raymond Lull, a 

Secular Franciscan, spent his life  

supporting the study of languages 

necessary for successful work in  

the missions. It wasn’t until late in  

life that he saw any fruition of his 

labors, when language chairs were 

established in several universities.  

Thanks to Partners in Charity 



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand 

Knight James Dijak (978-534-7956) or Deputy Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


Saint Boniface Parish 

817 Massachusetts Ave. 

Lunenburg, MA 01462 

P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482  www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 

HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave., Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 
Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 
Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  
& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 
978-582-6115 

        Robert C. Alario 
              Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 North Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999            (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter *24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 

817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 
  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

