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"And whoever gives only a cup of cold water  

to one of these little ones to drink  

because the little one is a disciple — 

amen, I say to you,  

he will surely not lose his reward.” 

(Matthew 10, 42) 



FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

To Lose Is To Keep, To Find Is To Weep 

A few years ago, I had to attend a funeral Mass out of town.  

I knew it was going to be ‘packed’. I went early to get a good 

parking spot, so as not to get stuck. Reaching the Church  

parking lot, I found all the best spots just as I wanted, yet I  

somehow settled on a secondary spot (playing humble, I guess, 

or …). A good priest friend of mine came in early, too, and took 

the spot I had earlier debated parking in. 

After Mass, the frenzy began and I was stuck (bad spot); my  

good friend came so casually, got into his car and passing by me  

said, “Father Anthony, never settle for second place.”   

The real world we live in teaches us that in order to make it, or survive, you cannot settle ever for second place. It is a 

tough world out there and who wants to be last, tramped upon or left behind? Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “There 

is a drum major instinct” in all of us. We strive for greatness and first place. Being nice will never take you anywhere! 

So what do we make of Jesus' words today in the Gospel? What do they mean? “Whoever finds his life will lose it, 

and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 10, 39). These words actually summarize the whole ethos of 

Jesus’ teaching and mission. And he says even more today: “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not  

worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up his 

cross and follow after me is not worthy of me” (Matthew 10, 37-38). What is this? Why would Jesus want us to love less 

the most important people in our lives? What is more worthy or merits to be rewarded than doing this? And what is 

one to make of denying one’s self? Take up your cross and follow me? Who in their right mind does this? 

Today we are yet again scandalized by Jesus’ Way. It is the exact reverse of what we think we know. It is countercul-

tural to a worldly thinking. For Jesus, to lose is to keep, to find is to weep. The paradox is this self renunciation is 

the tool to finding life. It requires limiting the horizon of one’s ego, forgetting oneself only to discover one’s self. 

Do you want to understand the Eucharist?  Look at the Cross. The Redeemer of the World, hanging on a tree, so 

powerless and yet through this self emptying act, gives us the hope of salvation. This is what we follow. Those who 

want to be his disciples must be ready to lose, for others. 

The rich woman of Shunem discovers that her generous hospitality brings her Elisha’s promise of new life in the 

birth of a Son. Yes, she ‘loses’, only ‘to keep’. Her self-giving earns her the words of God (spoken by Elisha), “can we 

do something for her?” This is what God says to us whenever we are ready to be selfless for others, to lose, for others. 

If the Apostles indeed want to follow Jesus, they must learn to renounce self and cultivate Jesus’ spirit and way in 

their lives. A single-mindedness to sacrifice even at a personal cost all, for the eternal gift to come. They must be 

ready to lose comfort and pleasantries, to further the mission of God on earth. They will suffer and die for this too.   

Who are the ‘little ones’ in the Gospel, we need to give a cup of water? The poor, the orphaned, the disenfran-

chised, the unseen, the forgotten, the broken, we are called to go out and find them. ‘Lose,’ that they too find life. 

What do you think is the biggest impediment that might make us (the apostles) hesitant? Are you ready ‘to lose’? 

Why is self renouncing hard? 

The world we live in today has a lot of tensions building up. Might the antidote to racism, intolerance and disinte-

gration of society find its clue in ‘learning to lose’ that another (our communities) may find life. ‘To lose’ is ‘to keep,’ 

‘to find’ is ‘to weep.’ 

Have a good week in the Lord. 

Father Anthony 

So she said to her husband, “I know that 

Elisha is a holy man of God. Since he vis-

its us often, let us arrange a little room 

on the roof and furnish it for him with a 

bed, table, chair, and lamp, so that when 

he comes to us he can stay there.”  

(2 Kings 4, 9-10) 



Drive-in Mass at  

Saint Boniface 

Saturday July 11  

4:00 pm  
  

THIS IS A FIRST!   
We miss seeing many  

of you at Mass, so in this  

way we at least may know 

that you are physically well 

and safe. Please join us! 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

James Basile and Jacinta DiVerdi will be joined in the  

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on Friday, July 17, 2020.   

Please keep them in your prayers. 

_________________________________________________ 

4th of July Independence Day Vigil Mass 

Friday, July 3 at 6:30 p.m.  There will be no  

8 a.m. Mass that day.  

A new Sunday Mass at 7:30 a.m. will begin  

this July.  Our 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass is beginning  

to fill  up beyond the 40% mark. We would like to  

keep the number to only 50 people (as Coronavirus protocols require),   

so we shall now have two Masses on Sunday: 7:30 a.m. & 9:00 a.m.  

Weekday Masses 8:00 a.m.  

Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays 

 

 

 

 

It has been decided that Oktoberfest  at Saint Boniface will 

be cancelled  this year. However, the committee is planning to hold 

the Grand Raffle as well as our famous  gift basket and lottery tree  

raffles.  We will have grand raffle tickets to hand out at Masses begin-

ning  in mid-July.  Your help is needed to sell all 1,500 tickets which 

will give us a minimum profit  of $3,200 after payout of cash prizes 

($1,000 grand prize, $500 2nd prize and (3) $100 3rd prize winners). 

MASS INTENTIONS  

June 27 

June 28 

4:00 PM 

9:00 AM 

Our Parish Family 

Our Parish Family 

COLLECTION REPORT 

Week of June 21  

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Other 

Total 

 

 $1,463 

 328 

 30 

 $1,821 

Thank you for your support, and to all  

who have made a special effort to continue 

their contributions throughout these weeks  

of the pandemic crisis.  

Many parishioners have been making their 

weekly offerings online. It’s secure,  

convenient and easy to make one-time  

or recurring donations at  

www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

 

We have reached 63% of our Partners in  

Charity goal for the parish. Here’s a new, easy 

way to contribute:  Text the word DONATE to 

84576. You will be connected to a confidential 

and secure site which the Diocese of Worcester 

manages. Parishes will receive credit for all gifts 

made. Any amount you can donate will help us get 

closer to our goal. Thank you. 

 

Holy Humor 

A woman who lived next door to the  

rectory noticed that the pastor’s personal-

ity at home was quite different from his 

personality at church. At home he was 

shy, quiet, soft-spoken and retiring.  

At church, however, he delivered loud,  

passionate, fire-and-brimstone sermons, 

rousing the congregation in the name  

of God. 

One day she asked him about the dramatic 

transformation that occurred when he got 

into the pulpit. 

“Ah,” he said, “that’s my altar ego!” 



He Said What? 

Had you ever noticed the number of flat-out contradictions 

in scripture? For example, 

• the last shall be first;  

• lose your life to find it;  

• take the lowest seat if you want to have the highest; 

• the Son of Man came to serve, not to be served;  

• a virgin will conceive;  

• if you are an old woman with an old husband, you will  

  have a child. 

To begin with, if we want to be first, we would have to get 

to the front of the line, not the end of it. And, if we want to 

be alive, we must make some moves not to lose our lives. 

These are common sense. 

We have to be empty, like earthen vessels, so that God can 

pour life and love into us. Instead, this Sunday’s readings 

are introducing us, gently and partially, to ways in which 

such common sense opinions do not go deep enough. 

In the First Reading a distinguished lady in the little village 

of Schunem shows great hospitality to the prophet Elisha, 

even to the point of building and furnishing a little room 

on the roof of her house with a bed, table, chair, and lamp 

for him for whenever he visits. She is childless, yet Elisha 

promises that in one year she will be fondling her own 

baby son. She is shocked. But the promise comes true. 

Then, when the boy becomes a young man, he suddenly 

dies (2 Kings 4:18-37). Elisha comes from twenty miles away 

and brings him back to life. 

Life is given twice where there was no hope of life; death 

triumphing but life restored. Contradictory. Is this the way 

of the Lord? 

Then in the Second Reading, St. Paul writes to the Church 

in Rome that they are baptized into Christ’s death and are 

buried with him! A grim statement. But then he says, if we 

die with Christ, we shall also live with him, shall live a life in 

God (Second Reading). 

Die in order to live? 

In the Gospel Jesus makes a most enigmatic statement: 

“Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life 

for my sake will find it.” 

No matter how we try to explain that statement away and 

neuter its content, it still means what it says. Losing your life is 

the only way to possess it. Letting go is the only way to hold 

on. How can such contrary claims simultaneously be true? 

I want to suggest a metaphor. A glass has to start out 

empty in order to succeed as a glass. If it is sealed up, or if 

it is solid, or if it is already full, nothing can be poured in. 

Does this sound like one more contradiction? No. A con-

tainer has to be empty if it is to be filled. 

The same goes for us. We have to be empty, like earthen 

vessels, so that God can pour life and love into us. This is 

the source of all the “contradictions” in the Gospels and 

certainly in the readings this Sunday. 

We have to empty out if we are to be filled up with 

God’s gifts.  

— John Foley, SJ 

THE PRECIOUS GIFT OF YOUR TIME 

Volunteer Opportunities with Notre Dame Pediatric Palliative Care Program 

Our Program (Pedi Pals) is growing and looking for kind, compassionate individuals who  

love to work with children. A volunteer visit can include: reading, playing games, helping  

with homework and doing arts and crafts with the sick child or sibling. You can also help us  

with our Pedi parties and Holiday functions to have the pleasure of meeting other patients  

and families. 

At the present time (during the COVID-19 Pandemic) Notre Dame is doing an online  

orientation program that you can do from home on your personal computer.  

To learn more about our Pedi Pal Volunteer opportunities please contact:  

Debbie Karalus, Volunteer Coordinator at  dkaralus@notredamehealthcare.org 

You can also visit the Notre Dame website for an application: www.notredamehealthcare.org  

“It is not how much 

you do, but how 

much love you put 

into the doing that 

matters.”  

 ~ Mother Teresa  



Making Life Count 

The prophet Elisha is welcomed warmly by the couple 

in Shunem, and he promises them a reward for their 

hospitality. Jesus tells his followers that he who wel-

comes you welcomes me, and “he who welcomes me 

welcomes him who sent me” (Matthew 10:40). 

How good are we as a society at welcoming people into 

our company? An asylum underground operated dur-

ing the 1980s to give protection to Salvadorans and 

Guatemalans whom we did not want to welcome. The 

Haitians have not been so lucky in the 1990s. The 

homeless are often not welcome anywhere, locked out-

side by a society that does not want to adequately fund 

public housing and pursued by the enforcers of laws 

that make it illegal to be homeless. Stories continue to 

surface of high-class institutions refusing to welcome 

African Americans or Jews or women. 

Those of us who are baptized “must consider ourselves 

dead to sin but alive for God in Christ Jesus” (Romans 

6:11). We should walk in the light of Christ. We should 

be different from those who exclude others and drive 

them out. We should bring God’s love to the world: 

Basic justice demands the establishment of minimum 

levels of participation in the life of the human commu-

nity for all persons ... The ultimate injustice is for a 

person or group to be treated actively or abandoned 

passively as if they were nonmembers of the human 

race. To treat people this way is effectively to say that 

they simply do not count as human beings. 

U.S. Bishops, Economic Justice for All, 1986: 77 

— Gerald Darring 

 

The Costs and Rewards of Christian Discipleship 

Today’s readings highlight the benefits of having faith in 

God. The readings also reveal the risks and requirements 

that come with discipleship. 

There is much to learn from this narrative. Notably, it 

teaches us about hospitality, tenacity and gratitude. The 

woman was kind to Elisha, seeking nothing from him.  

In return, Elisha shows gratitude and enables her to con-

ceive. Yet she experiences the loss of her child, and she 

persistently implores Elisha to restore her son to her. The 

Gospel reading echoes these themes of hospitality and 

prophetic power. 

As on the Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time, today’s Gospel 

is an excerpt from the missionary discourse (Mt 10:1-11:1) 

in which Jesus forecasts the experiences of his followers as 

they spread the good news. Jesus proclaims, “Whoever 

receives you receives me, and whoever receives me re-

ceives the one who sent me. Whoever receives a prophet 

because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward”  

(Mt 10:40-41). This message anticipates that some people 

will in fact reject the apostles and the message of the  

Gospel. Jesus highlights the value of accepting the good 

news. Open reception of Jesus’ followers will enable 

people to receive Christ, and through him the Father in 

heaven. Moreover, Jesus connects prophetic actions, like 

his miraculous deeds that recall those of Elisha and Elijah, 

with receiving rewards. 

In addition to these benefits, Jesus expounds on the 

demands and difficult decisions his followers will face. 

Jesus requires them to love him more than their own 

parents and children. Likewise, they must “take up their  

cross,” which involves acts of self-sacrifice. Jesus even  

alludes to martyrdom by affirming that people who lose 

their lives on account of their belief in him will have eter-

nal life, an idea that also appears in the second reading 

from Romans.  

The rewards for accepting the Gospel are awesome, but 

the demands are hefty. Jesus wants his followers to recog-

nize fully the implications of their decision to believe.  

Belief is not passive or easy. It is an active engagement 

with God and community. Devoting oneself to God will 

result in a life of sacrifice for the sake of others. Jesus  

previews the work of true discipleship and invites his fol-

lowers to imitate him, while recognizing the benefits and 

challenges they might encounter.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

Pernet Family Health Service is a certified home 

health agency which has been serving families in need 

since the early-1960s. It was founded by the Little  

Sisters of the Assumption who provided home visits as 

nurses to help young mothers and fathers to learn how 

to be nurturing parents. Over the years, dedicated lay 

professionals in nursing and various specialties, includ-

ing social work and family counseling, have built a  

network of services, working closely with families which 

are “on the fringes” and at great risk.   

We asked Sheilah Dooley, RN, executive director of 

Pernet, how it is adjusting to serving its clients during 

this pandemic.  

How has this pandemic impacted Pernet’s  

ability to service its client families overall?  

It has been a challenging few weeks in all aspects of our 

lives and my prayer is that we get through this in good 

health, wiser and with more compassion. This is a time 

to reflect on our lives and be thankful for the supports 

we have. Here at Pernet, it has been a balancing act of 

applying for different grants and loans to keep the  

programs going and making sure that each of the indi-

viduals and families that we serve get the help they need 

in a timely manner. We have  had to reimagine how we 

deliver our services.  

Early intervention is a major part of your service 

offering for families. How have you adapted?  

EI provides family-centered services that facilitate the 

developmental progress of eligible children. EI helps 

children acquire the skills they will need to succeed in 

life. Our services have always been face-to-face but we 

have had to adapt to “telehealth.”  Our staff are work-

ing with the families over the phone and on video while 

maintaining privacy.  It has taken a lot of training and 

support for the staff and working with families to ac-

commodate everyone’s schedule.   

– Pernet is supported in part by Partners in Charity. Pernet  

received $30,000 from the 2019 Partners appeal. To learn more 

about the programs visit www.pernetfamilyhealth.org.   

Saints of the Week 

SOLEMNITY OF  

SAINTS PETER AND PAUL 

June 29. Made We celebrate 

two great saints today, Saints 

Peter and Paul. Saint Peter is 

often considered the Apostle 

to the Jews and Saint Paul to 

the gentiles (based, most  

probably, on his extensive travels among the gentiles). Together 

they witnessed to the budding of Christianity, and both laid 

down their lives for the faith. Saint Paul is the patron saint of Greece. 

FIRST MARTYRS OF THE  

CHURCH OF ROME 

June 30. Around the year 64, 

the city of Rome experienced 

a devastating fire. Emperor 

Nero blamed it on the  

Christians, and a severe per-

secution followed. Included  

in the mass murder of Christians were the First Martyrs of Rome. 

We don’t know their names, but their witness to the faith is certain. 

SAINT JUNIPERO SERRA 

July 1. Embroiled in some contro-

versy due to the interpretation of 

historical facts, Saint Junipero Serra 

was canonized by Pope Francis on 

the steps of the Basilica of the  

Immaculate Conception in  

Washington DC on September 23, 

2015. Known for having traveled  

the west coast of the country, Saint Juniper founded many of the 

famous California Missions in the 8th century.  

SAINT OLIVER PLUNKETT 

July 2. Saint Oliver Plunkett may 

not be a household name in the 

United States but he certainly is  

well known in the British Isles. The 

Archbishop of Armagh, Saint Oliver 

Plunkett led his archdiocese through 

the rough days of persecution of 

Catholics. Finally apprehended, 

Saint Oliver was hanged, drawn, and quartered July 1, 1681.  

SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE 

July 3. We don’t know a lot about 

Saint Thomas the Apostle, but  

tradition has it that he traveled to 

and preached the gospel in India, 

where he was eventually martyred. 

His name means “twin,” and due  

to his skepticism, he is also known 

as “Doubting Thomas.”  

Saint Thomas is the patron saint of: Architects/Builders/Construction 

Workers/Surveyors, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Theologians  

Thanks to Partners in Charity 

https://partners-charity.net
https://www.pernetfamilyhealth.org


Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact Grand 

Knight James Dijak (978-534-7956) or Deputy Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

