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The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 



FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

To Develop Hope, Cultivate (Rediscover) Mystery 

The disciples approached Jesus and asked, ‘why do you speak to them 

in parables? Jesus replies, ‘because the knowledge of the mysteries of 

the kingdom has been granted to you, but to them it has not been 

granted. They ‘look’ but do not ‘see’ and ‘hear’ but do not listen or un-

derstand (Matthew 13, 12-13). 

An honest self-introspection of our lives might find us, too, like the crowd sitting down by the sea, fixed on Jesus’ every 

word. For there is a lot that is or can be inexplicable in our lives; we often hear but do not listen or understand, we look 

but do not see. Despair, frustration and the need for answers are more widespread than we would like to admit. For many 

the present does not make sense, the future is bleak and unpromising, everything seems to close in. Like it or not there is 

a hunger and thirst for hope in the world. To all who have ever found themselves in the above predicament, the readings 

are addressed this weekend. The message is:  to develop hope, one must cultivate ‘mystery,’ meaning:  there must be 

planted, grown, deepened and mature in us a solid faith and trust that God can never be written off, God is always at work. 

In the first reading, those who find themselves in exile in Babylon write Yahweh off. They think Yahweh is no longer inter-

ested in them. They feel that their fate is sealed. Isaiah reminds them God is not done. “Just as from the heavens the rain 

and snow come down and do not return there till they have watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to 

the one who sows and bread to the one who eats, so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; my word shall not 

return to me void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for which I sent it.” 

The word of God hides God’s mystery. It is laden with the hidden power of God, a power that is a creative power. When 

God speaks, it is; to say is to do. Will they allow, then, the word of God to soak their lives and see? Will they respond to 

its challenge and thereby allow God to act with liberty in their lives? If they risk to do this they will see the fruits. 

How often do you listen to the word of God proclaimed and let it not return empty? 

What does it mean to be ‘good ground’ (Psalm 65) or ‘rich soil’? What indeed makes Jesus’ listeners ‘fertile soil’ to plant 

the ‘little seed’ (God‘s word)? Good ground, rich/fertile soil is a disposition that truly believes and trusts in the mystery of 

God, that God is at work and cannot be written off. The ‘little seed’ does not follow the metrics of success or failures of 

the world. There is another value system here. It is God at work. 

Who, then, are the rich who will get richer? They are the ones who allow us to cultivate the mystery of God in their lives. 

The challenge of today’s readings is twofold. First, it is not to hesitate 

to allow the mystery word of God to soak our lives. Let it transform 

you. In order to do this, the word of God will many times confront 

you, teach you and direct you. Let us open our ears to listen well to 

this potent word. It will yield fruit. Beware that you do not make the 

list of those ‘bad’ listeners to the word of God. (See Gospel) 

Secondly, know, believe, and trust that God is mystery. Cultivate it in you. 

God’s ways are not our ways. There is nothing beyond Him. In today’s 

world we have lost the sense of mystery. We seem to think we can figure 

everything out, or can get to everything or have a formula to anything, 

yet we soon realize we are insufficient, we cannot make it on our own. 

Let us humble ourselves before Him, who is all in all. Bring to him what is 

done or undone in our lives. He will guide us to hope, joy and fulfillment. 

A blessed week in the Lord! 

Father Anthony 

My word shall not return to me void, 

but shall do my will, achieving the end 

for which I sent it. 

(Isaiah 55, 11)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The First  

Drive-in Mass at  

Saint Boniface 

has been  

RESCHEDULED 

for 

Saturday July 18 

at 4:00 p.m. 
  

Please join us! 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 

James Basile and Jacinta DiVerdi will be 

joined in the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony 

on Friday, July 17, 2020.  Please keep them 

in your prayers. 

________________________________________________ 

CONDOLENCES 

Our Parish extends its  sympathy and prayers to the family of 

Robert Tremblay who passed away on Saturday, June 27.  

May he rest in peace.  

_________________________________________________ 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 7:30 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. 

Weekdays 8:00 a.m. Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

(Note:  no weekday Masses on July 22, 23 or 24) 

Outdoor Children’s Masses (weather permitting): 

 Sunday, July 12, 5:30 p.m. for Grades 1-6 

 Sunday,  July 19, 5:30 p.m. for Grades 7-9 

MASS INTENTIONS  

July 11 

July 12 

July 18 

 

July 19 

4:00 PM 

9:00 AM 

4:00 PM 

 

9:00 AM 

Robert Tremblay, by his wife 

Larry Paton, 15th Anniversary, by his wife & family 

Joe Simoneau, by the Saint Boniface Knights of  

Columbus Council 16480 

Barry Neas, 1st Anniversary, by Claire Neas 

 

COLLECTION REPORT 

Week of July 5  

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Other 

Total 

 

 $2,745 

 391 

 8 

 $3,144 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT,  

and to all who have made a special effort to 

continue their contributions throughout  

these months of the pandemic crisis.  

Many parishioners have been making their weekly 

offerings online. It’s secure,  

convenient and easy to make one-time  

or recurring donations at  

www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

We have reached 75% of our Partners in  

Charity goal for the parish, with about $5,000 to 

go. Any amount you can donate will help us reach 

our goal. You can place cash or checks in our col-

lection basket at the entrance, use a credit or debit 

card  through our website, or donate by text  

message (Text the word DONATE to 84576).  

All gifts will be credited to our parish. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oktoberfest 2020 at Saint Boniface  

Our traditional festival is cancelled this year, 

however, the committee is planning to hold 

the Grand Raffle as well as our famous  gift 

basket and lottery tree raffles.  We will have 

grand raffle tickets to hand out at Masses 

beginning  in mid-July.  Your help is needed 

to sell all 1,500 tickets which will give us a 

minimum profit  of $3,200 after payout of 

cash prizes ($1,000 grand prize, $500 2nd 

prize and (3) $100 3rd prize winners). 



The “Inside” Story 

Parables paint culture-based scenarios. Yet every one in  

the ancient world knew that the parable teller intended  

the scenario to refer to something more or something 

other than was described. 

The Sower 

In today’s parable, the first question is, who is the sower?  

In the ancient world, sowing preceded plowing. As de-

scribed in this parable, the manner of sowing is sloppy and 

wasteful. If the sower is a landowner, the peasant audience 

would despise his waste of precious seed. 

If the sower is a tenant farmer or a day laborer, the peasants 

would sympathize with his careful sowing which ends up 

wasting seed anyway because conditions are so difficult. 

The impossibly extravagant harvest gives a clue to the 

identity of the sower. On average, one might expect a four- 

or five-fold return on sowing. Thirty-, sixty-, and a hundred-

fold boggle the imagination. 

If a wasteful landowner realized such a profit, Jesus’ parable 

is hardly good news to the peasants who made up 95 per-

cent of his audience. 

But if the sower were a peasant, then the good news is that 

the crop will satisfy the landowner, provide seed for next 

year’s sowing, pay all taxes, and still leave enough for the 

peasant to feed the family. 

Moreover, since it is clearly God and not human effort that 

produces this humongous harvest, the “something other” 

or “something more” that the parable intends is now very 

clear. The scenario describes sowing and farming, but it 

really points to a loving and provident God who looks after 

needy peasants. 

Ingroups and Confrontation 

The parable reveals yet another dimension of peasant life in 

the first century. Jesus tells his disciples that parables are 

“ingroup” or “insider” language (see Mt 13:10-16). 

Normally, one’s ingroup consisted of one’s household 

(including servants and slaves), extended family, and friends.  

All others, even in the same village, were the outgroup. Still, 

the shape of both groups was rather fluid and changed 

often. For instance, if a village came under attack from out-

siders, the entire village banded together as a new ingroup. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natives of the same village or quarter of a city who might 

be outgroup to each other at home become ingroup to each 

other when they find themselves in a remote location. That 

Jesus of Nazareth had a house in Capernaum (Mk 2:1), and 

that the first people from Capernaum whom he called to 

follow him responded so readily indicates the extent of Jesus’ 

ingroup network at that place (Mt 4:18-22 and parallels). 

All this discussion about ingroups and insider language is 

very jarring to modern believers who tend to hold Luke’s 

idyllic view of the early followers of Jesus as living in loving 

harmony (Acts 2:42) and being constantly under attack by 

enemies. Hostility permeated this culture and colored 

everyone’s behavior. 

The difference between Americans and their Mediterranean 

ancestors in the faith is that Americans generally seek to 

avoid face-to-face confrontation. Hostility and competition 

take place behind the scenes, out of sight. 

In the final verses (Mt 13:18-23) of this reading, Matthew 

interprets Jesus’ parable by identifying the seed as   

“the word of the kingdom” and exhorting people to hear,  

understand, and act upon the word. The challenge is quite 

familiar to American believers. It’s not enough to “talk the 

talk,” one must also “walk the walk.” 

— John J. Pilch  

 

  



Yearning for God’s Goodness 

The readings for this nearly mid-summer Sunday reflect 

the beauties of the earth: its golden harvests, its astonish-

ing Spring, its delicate birds, beasts, mountains, hills and 

plains. Even in this time of virus, those whose eyes can see 

will find infinite surprise! 

I must be fully myself and allow God to do the rest.  

Yes, even in this time of virus and troubles. 

I want to quote a complete poem in this space, hoping that 

I am not just indulging my attachment to poetry. The Jesuit 

poet Hopkins was so filled with the world’s beauty that I 

want him to speak here, in the poem called “Pied Beauty.” 

Glory be to God for dappled things— 

For skies of couple-color as a brinded cow; 

For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim; 

Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches’ wings; 

Landscape plotted and pieced—fold, fallow, and plough; 

And all trades, their gear and tackle and trim. 

All things counter, original, spare, strange; 

Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?) 

With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim; 

He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change: 

Praise him. 

Some of the language is unusual, I admit. I hope the foot-

note below will help you, especially when you read the 

poem out loud. If you spend time with these glorious im-

ages you will come to love our ever-evolving blue planet 

like someone bathing in the gentle tide of ocean swirl. All of 

it luxuriant, all of it precious. 

In the First Reading the Lord uses this ebb and flow of sea-

sons to show the workings of his visceral love for the earth. 

He says, 

Just as the rain and snow come down to earth,  

and do not return there till they have watered the earth,  

making it fertile and fruitful, …  

so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth.  

It comes to the world and does not return until it has 

moistened  

and nourished life in every single creature that will 

receive it. 

A fruitful harvest, the Psalm calls it. 

Then, in the Second Reading, St. Paul speaks of all creation 

groaning in labor pains. Human beings too groan within 

themselves like seeds which break open and push their way 

through tough ground and evolve into full trees that stretch 

up for Christ’s light. 

Can such rich images apply to you and me? How is our own 

soil? God pours his grace into it always. Do you and I groan 

and yearn for the goodness of God which is already lav-

ished upon us? Do we take time each day to let love in? Or 

when we listen to the Word on Sunday, perhaps with some 

interest, do we then forget everything by Monday? 

Jesus lists a number of things we might have to correct in 

order to accept the gifts he has ready for us (Gospel). 

Wemight be shallow ground, he says. Or rocky soil. Weeds 

might choke us. 

Discouraging, isn’t it? Must I pretend to be rich soil, though 

I know my shallowness? No. I must be fully myself and al-

low God to do the rest.  

Let us be humble and join in the revolving refreshment of 

all earthly things. Can’t we open our leaves, and allow the 

sun to come in? 
— John Foley, SJ 

THE PRECIOUS GIFT OF YOUR TIME 

Volunteer Opportunities with Notre Dame Pediatric Palliative Care Program 

Our Program (Pedi Pals) is growing and looking for kind, compassionate individuals who  

love to work with children. A volunteer visit can include: reading, playing games, helping  

with homework and doing arts and crafts with the sick child or sibling. You can also help us  

with our Pedi parties and Holiday functions to have the pleasure of meeting other patients  

and families. 

At the present time (during the COVID-19 Pandemic) Notre Dame is doing an online  

orientation program that you can do from home on your personal computer.  

To learn more about our Pedi Pal Volunteer opportunities please contact:  

Debbie Karalus, Volunteer Coordinator at  dkaralus@notredamehealthcare.org 

You can also visit the Notre Dame website for an application: www.notredamehealthcare.org  

“It is not how much 

you do, but how 

much love you put 

into the doing that 

matters.”  

 ~ Mother Teresa  



Cracking a Parable 

If you were a first-century Palestinian peasant and you 

heard this craftsman-turned-prophet from Nazareth 

speak about the sower who went out to sow and got 

those mixed results (some seed lost to birds, some to 

sunburn, some to encroaching weeds, and finally some 

seed finding good ground and sprouting), how would 

you know you are supposed to hear this as a parable— 

a story that presents an image of something else? 

Maybe the man in the boat is just talking about how 

tough it is to farm in the stony, weedy, bird-bedeviled 

Palestinian soil. Would your response be, maybe, “Yup, 

that's agriculture”? If you were alert and soil-smart, 

you might pick up on at least two cues hinting that the 

story points beyond itself.  

First, the seed falling on the good soil produces a sur-

prisingly abundant harvest: whereas the usual yield is 

ten seeds up for every one seed down, these seeds give 

100, 60, and 30 seeds for every single seed put down. 

As an experienced farmer, you would notice this amaz-

ing contrast between the unpromising beginnings (seed 

squelched by birds, sun, and weeds) and the fantastic 

harvest that eventually emerges. 

Second, you would likely have picked up on Jesus' say-

ing, “Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear.” What's 

to hear? It must be a meaning beyond the obvious.  

Taking your lead from the talk of seed that achieves, 

willy-nilly, a successful harvest, and searching for the 

symbolic possibilities of that imagery, you just might 

recall the passage from Isaiah 55, this Sunday's First 

Reading. There the prophet compares the effectiveness 

of God's word with the natural processes of rain and 

snow nurturing the growth and fruitfulness of seeds. 

Jesus, then, would be the sower, and the seed nothing 

less than the word of God. 

That is all clear enough, but what sometimes confuses 

careful readers is the apparent confusion about what 

the seed represents. Matthew 13:19 seems to say that 

the seed is both “the word of the kingdom” and the per-

son who responds (poorly or well).  As the explanation 

continues, the emphasis is on the seed as person:  

e.g., “The seed sown on the rocky ground is the one 

who hears the word and receives it at once with joy”  

(Mt 13:20).  

So there is reason to make seed serve as a double-duty 

symbol.  

— Dennis Hamm, SJ  

Saints of the Week 

SAINT HENRY 

July 13. Saint Henry, a German king 

and Holy Roman Emperor, lived life 

according to the customs of his 

times, but did it in a holy way. He is 

a clear witness to the holiness of 

secular life lived according to the 

gospel norms.  

SAINT KATERI TEKAKWITHA 

July 14. Known as the Lily of the 

Mohawks, Saint Kateri Tekakwitha’s 

story is one of courage and humil-

ity. Courageously facing her uncle’s  

dislike for anything Christian, she 

converted to Catholicism at age 19. 

This led to a life of extreme pen-

ance and austerity for the young 

woman. Escaping to Montreal, Kateri  

continued to live a life of prayer and  

penance.  

SAINT BONAVENTURE 

July 15. Saint Bonaventure was in 

many ways the second founder of 

the Franciscan Order. Through his 

teaching, writing, and mysticism, 

Saint Bonaventure captured the  

spirit of Saint Francis and renewed 

the order accordingly. Saint 

Bonaventure served as the Minister 

General of the Franciscans and  

served the Church as the Cardinal  

Bishop of Albano.  

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL 

July 16. The Blessed Virgin has 

many, many titles. Today we cele-

brate one of them—Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel. Mount Carmel is in 

northern Israel and has long been 

the site of a group of religious 

monks. The entire Church celebrates  

this feast along with the Carmelite  

Monks and Nuns.  

SAINT FRANCIS SOLANO 

July 17. Saint Francis Solano asked 

to be sent to Africa as a missionary. 

Instead he was sent to South Amer-

ica, where he spent the rest of his life 

working. After years of ministering in 

Argentina, Bolivia, and Paraguay, he 

died in the city of Lima, Peru.  

 

Mary, under the title of Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel, is the 

patron saint of Chile. 



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  
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P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

