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"But though you are master of might, you judge with clemency,  

and with much lenience you govern us" (Wisdom 12,18)  



FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

Overcome Evil By Good (Retaliate Not) 

A few weeks after the murder of George Floyd, a parishioner ‘cornered’ 

me after Mass and we spoke for quiet sometime about the whole inci-

dent. The country was right in the midst of protests, destruction and  

violence which were now spreading like wildfire not only in the US but 

around the world. That parishioner could not stop questioning and repeating these words: ‘but why did he do that? 

(meaning the cop), why did he have to kill him? Why did he have to kneel on the guy’s neck? Did he have to do that? See 

what all this has caused? The damage, the destruction, the commotion and all this for ‘settling a score’? 

How are we to deal with people who anger us? People who we do not like? People who hate us? People who use us or 

betray us; or hurt us by their words, remarks or attitude? The order of the day tells us to ‘get back,’ to revenge, to ‘attack’ 

or settle the score right there and immediately—an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth (which means retaliate). This week-

end’s readings propose a different way and this Christian way is, as you can imagine, very demanding and unsettling too: 

‘overcome evil by good.’ Retaliate not! 

The Jews in Alexandria (for whom the Book of Wisdom was intended) 

face constant ridicule and mockery from the Egyptians around them. 

Where is this ‘Lord of Justice’ you believe in so much? What kind of 

Justice does He stand for? The Jews respond that Yahweh is just but 

also a God of leniency, kindness and mercy; in fact God’s might is 

seen in his ability to control ‘might.’ He relents in showing anger. The 

Jews must remember that the forces of good will always be victorious. 

The Evil One cannot have his way, so overcome evil by good. 

We, modern listeners of the Scriptures might be averse to the tone 

and language of Jesus, especially when he speaks of the ‘enemy’. We 

tend to want to be polite and subtle in the way we speak of people 

we do not see eye to eye. In Jesus’ time the world was more ‘raw’. In 

biblical societies, life was violate; family or tribal conflicts existed and 

were not hidden. Enemies were real and they attacked. So Jesus is 

blunt today. Yet even more he proposes a different approach in 

dealing with the ‘enemy’. In the parable of the weeds, when the wise 

farmer (God) is asked whether to ‘pull the weeds’ sown by the known 

enemy, He replies, “No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot the 

wheat along with them. Let them grow together until harvest”  

(Matthew 13, 29-30). An immediate reaction might destroy both 

‘good’ (wheat) and ‘bad’ (weeds) at the same time causing much more 

loss. The wise farmer urges patience. At harvest time, the wheat will be 

separated from the weeds. At the end of time, God will be the last 

judge and good will always win. Those who believe in patience and 

forgiveness will overcome. 

What might listening to today’s readings trigger in you? What 

thoughts? Do you disagree with the Kingdom’s way? Are you ready 

to embrace this kind of Justice that leans towards leniency, kindness, 

mercy and healing? What makes it so ‘demanding’? 

Jesus today invites us to the ‘long road’ of patience and forgiveness. 

It is this that will restore Peace to our lives, relationships and society. 

We must dare to overcome evil by good. 

Father Anthony 

Those who are just must be kind. 

(Wisdom 12, 19)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May God who began this good work in you carry it 

through to completion, enabling you to use your  

talents to the fullest. 

May God give you the grace to make wise choices 

and to be faithful to your commitments, always 

confident in the support of those who love you. 

May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, 

half-truths, and superficial relationships, so that you 

will live deep within your heart. 

May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppres-

sion, and exploitation of people, so that you will 

work for justice, equality, and peace. 

May God bless you with tears to shed for those who 

suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war, so 

that you will reach out your hand to comfort them 

and change their pain into joy. 

May God bless you with the foolishness to think that 

you can make a difference in the world, so that you 

will do the things which others tell you cannot be done. 

May your integrity be a gift to the world and may 

the Spirit of God be with you always. 

- Fr. Michael Graham SJ,  

Offered at Baccalaureate Mass at Xavier University 2015 

BLESSING OF GRADUATES 



CONGRATULATIONS to James Basile and Jacinta DiVerdi who 

were joined in the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on Friday, July 17.   

________________________________________________ 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 7:30 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. 

Weekdays 8:00 a.m. Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

(Note:  no weekday Masses on July 22, 23 or 24) 

_________________________________________________ 

MASS INTENTIONS  

July 18 

 

July 19 

July 25 

4:00 PM 

 

9:00 AM 

4:00 PM 

Joe Simoneau, by the Saint Boniface Knights of  

Columbus Council 16480 

Barry Neas, 1st Anniversary, by Claire Neas 

Robert Tremblay, by Nancy Cieri 

COLLECTION REPORT 

Week of July 12  

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Other 

Total 

 

 $2,143 

 1,145 

 45 

 $3,333 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT,  

and to all who have made a special effort to 

continue their contributions throughout  

these months of the pandemic crisis.  

Many parishioners have been making their weekly 

offerings online. It’s secure, convenient and easy 

to make one-time or recurring donations at  

www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

 

 

 

 

GET YOUR GRAND RAFFLE TICKETS!  

Our traditional festival is cancelled this year, however, the commit-

tee is planning to hold the Grand Raffle as well as our famous  gift 

basket and lottery tree raffles. We will have grand raffle tickets to 

hand out at Masses beginning  in mid-July.  Your help is needed to 

sell all 1,500 tickets which will give us a minimum profit  of $3,200 

after payout of cash prizes ($1,000 grand prize, $500 2nd prize 

and (3) $100 3rd prize winners). 

If you are not able to attend Mass and would like tickets, please call or 

email the parish office. 

SPECIAL 2nd COLLECTION JULY 19 & JULY 26 

We have reached 75% of our Partners in Charity goal for the parish, with 

about $5,000 to go.  Any amount you can donate is greatly appreciated 

and will help us reach our goal. Place cash or checks in the designated 

collection basket at the entrance, use a credit or debit card  through our 

website, or donate by text message (Text the word DONATE to 84576).  

All gifts will be credited to our parish. Thank you! 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY 

BAG PROGRAM 

Reusable bags  

are back and the  

St. Boniface Social  

Action Committee has been selected as  

the benefiting non-profit in the Community 

Bag Program! For the month of August, we will 

receive a $1.00 donation from each purchase  

of the $2.50 reusable Community Bag at the 

Hannaford store located at 333 Mass Avenue, 

Lunenburg. 



An Inclusive Church 

Matthew is very concerned in his gospel with the 

unity of the Christian community. He does not envi-

sion the Church as an exclusionary organization, but 

rather as an inclusive community which is guided by 

the spirit of the parable of the weeds. 

“Let them grow together until harvest” (Gospel):  

since its earliest days, the Church has preferred to tol-

erate different levels of commitment and holiness. 

Such an attitude is in line with the “wisdom” of the 

Hebrew Scriptures, which informs us that “those who 

are righteous must be kind; and you gave your chil-

dren reason to hope that you would allow them to 

repent for their sins.” (First Reading) 

This attitude of acceptance is also in line with the 

revelation of God “as merciful and gracious, slow to 

anger, abounding in kindness.” 

An inclusive Church that is kind and lenient toward its 

own members and toward everyone else should be an 

inspiration to a divided world that has a tendency to 

judge harshly, to be quick to anger, and to uproot 

weeds even at the cost of damage to the good plants. 

By virtue of her mission to shed on the whole world 

the radiance of the gospel message, and to unify under 

one Spirit all men of whatever nation, race, or culture, 

the Church stands forth as a sign of that brotherliness 

which allows honest dialogue and invigorates it. 

Such a mission requires that we foster within the 

Church herself mutual esteem, reverence, and harmony, 

through the full recognition of lawful diversity. 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, 1965:92. 

— Gerald Darring 

 

  THE PRECIOUS GIFT OF YOUR TIME 

Volunteer Opportunities with Notre Dame 

Pediatric Palliative Care Program 

Our Program (Pedi Pals) is growing and looking for 

kind, compassionate individuals who love to work 

with children. A volunteer visit can include: read-

ing, playing games, helping with homework and 

doing arts and crafts with the sick child or sibling. 

You can also help us with our Pedi parties and 

Holiday functions to have the pleasure of meeting 

other patients and families. 

At the present time (during the COVID-19 Pandemic) 

Notre Dame offers an online orientation program 

that you can do on your personal computer.  

To learn more about our Pedi Pal Volunteer  

opportunities please contact:  

Debbie Karalus, Volunteer Coordinator at  

dkaralus@notredamehealthcare.org 

You can also visit the Notre Dame website for an 

application:  www.notredamehealthcare.org  

“It is not how much you do, 
but how much love you put 
into the doing that matters.”  

 ~ Mother Teresa  

Wit and Wisdom 

Do not judge each day by the harvest you reap, 

but by the seeds that you plant. 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

The real voyage of discovery  

consists not in seeking new landscapes,  

but in having new eyes. 

Marcel Proust 

Be careless in your dress if you must,  

but keep a tidy soul. 

Mark Twain 



Pulling Out Weeds 

Forgiveness is the important theme of this  

Sunday’s readings. 

This subject is hefty enough for Jesus to devote a well 

known parable to it, the one where servants ask the mas-

ter whether they should pull out the weeds that have 

grown up within the wheat-field. 

“No,” he replies. 

“If you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat 

along with them. Let them grow together until har-

vest” (Gospel). 

Forgiveness is letting go of an angering injury and giving 

God a chance to love. 

If you or I have sinned, then we have weeds growing up 

along with the good that we are. Would we like part of us 

to be uprooted? No. Instead, God lets us develop, with-

out destruction, steadily forgiving our weeds. 

So, what kind of reality is forgiveness? 

For one thing, it reverses an attitude at the bottom of 

entire ancient cultures and still at the root of modern 

(American) entertainment. If someone harms me or my 

family (or … ), then I have the right and duty to destroy 

them. They are bad persons, not good, and no punish-

ment is too severe. 

Do not get me wrong, this kind of “justice” does in 

fact work. Take a look at the heroes in movies fighting 

person to person across the tops of skyscrapers, bare-

knuckle blows to the face, spinning kicks to the head, all 

leading ultimately of course to the fabulous plummet 

over the side. Then we are entertained with magnificent 

slow-motion shots of his terror as he heads for the 

inevitable splotch. Justice is established. Everyone is 

relieved and happy. Except, of course, the bad guy. 

Just for fun, pretend that you are that bad guy. Is there a 

reason you are committing crimes, ones that merit such 

punishment? Is it possible that one part of you went 

haywire but that there is much good in you, much that 

could be brought back to life? Is there a part of you that 

says, “I wish I could stop this ugliness and be pardoned”? 

If so, you have missed the point of Sunday’s Gospel. The 

crimes you commit don’t really agree with your inner 

self. None of the weeds growing up in you are wonderful, 

but they are only a part of who you are. Your urge to 

steal, to impress others falsely, to get what you want no 

matter what, to be lazy, petulant, or … (please fill in the 

kind of wrong you yourself are drawn to). These are not 

the full description of who you are. 

When we endure someone who hurts us with their 

wrongs, maybe we can avoid rushing up to rip out 

weeds. Mixed with all the crab grass there are lovely 

flowers, and God loves very much all that you are. 

So, tolerate the thorns. Keep your hands off them. Your 

own weeds are treated with care. What if Jesus had said 

from the cross, “Father, damn them to hell forever be-

cause of what they are doing to me”? He said instead 

“forgive them, they know not what they do.” He knew 

there was good wheat in them, even alongside terrible 

weeds. 

Forgiveness is letting go of an angering injury and giving 

God a chance to love. Wouldn’t you like to be loved and 

forgiven this way? 

 — John Foley, SJ 



Enemies and Retaliation 

Experts describe Mediterranean society as agonistic, 

that is, hostile and conflict-oriented. Today’s opening 

parable is an illustration of this feature. 

An enemy has sowed weeds among the wheat. The fact 

is mentioned without comment. Jesus’ audience under-

stood this perfectly. Birth into a family means not only 

inheriting that family’s honor status and its friends but 

also inheriting its enemies. 

There are many reasons why families become enemies 

in the ancient world, but the consequences are always 

the same. Feuds develop and persist over a long period 

of time. One never knows but must always suspect that 

a feuding enemy is seeking to shame one’s family. 

In this story, the shame is planted soon after the wheat 

seeds are sown, but it does not become full-blown 

shame until the weeds have matured to the point where 

they are clearly distinguishable from the wheat. Now 

the entire village discovers the shame along with the 

landowner, and they begin to laugh. 

The laughter grows even louder when the landowner 

instructs his servants to allow the weeds to grow along-

side the wheat until harvest. The peasants expect re-

taliation and revenge. Instead, the landowner appears 

helpless and bested by his enemies.  

But appearances are deceiving. The landowner is shrewd 

as well as being a savvy farmer. He knows that the wheat 

is strong enough to tolerate the weeds’ competition for 

nutrition and irrigation. After the harvest, the landowner 

will not only have grain for his barns, but extra, unantici-

pated fuel for his needs. Instead of shaming this land-

owner, the weed strategy has backfired and shamed the 

enemy. The landowner and his servants have the last laugh. 

The enemy bent on shaming others is shamed instead! 

There is an interesting lesson here. Once again, Jesus’ 

peasant audience recognized that this was not a lesson 

in agriculture. It may have been a lesson about cultural 

values. The “something other” or “something more” of 

this parable may well be the landowner’s refusal to re-

taliate, to get even with the enemy. In a society dedicated 

to revenge, the landowner’s victory by seeming to do 

nothing is a powerful lesson. 

The confidence of the landowner that his wheat will 

survive the effect of the weeds is worth pondering. A 

trust in goodness that is greater than the fear of wick-

edness could be a powerful weapon against rampant, 

senseless violence. It has worked before in history, and 

could work again if given a chance. 

— John J. Pilch  

Saints of the Week 

SAINT APOLLINARIS 

July 20. Unwilling to take no for an 

answer, Saint Apollinaris was exiled 

from Ravenna several times, but he 

always returned trying to preach the 

good news to the people. He finally 

died of a beating he received in a 

suburb of Ravenna.  

SAINT  LAWRENCE OF BRINDISI 

July 21. Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, a 

Capuchin Franciscan, was a scholar, 

administrator, preacher, and lover of 

the poor. Versed in many languages, 

Saint Lawrence was an outstanding 

scripture scholar and used his know-

ledge to produce many homilies.  

SAINT MARY MAGDALENE 

July 22. Whether or not Saint Mary 

Magdalene was a notorious sinner—

and she most likely was not—she 

was one of the women who traveled 

with Jesus and the Apostles, and was 

present at the cross. She also was the 

one chosen to bring the good news 

of the resurrection to the Apostles.  

SAINT BRIDGET OF SWEDEN 

July 23. Saint Bridget of Sweden  

was married, mother of eight, and 

the foundress of a monastery for 

men and women. She spent her  

final days in Rome seeking to cor-

rect Church abuses for which she 

received much opposition.  

SAINT SHARBEL MAKHLUF 

July 24. Saint Sharbel Makhluf was a 

Lebanese monk who belonged to 

the Maronite Rite. The Maronites are 

one of the Eastern Catholic Churches 

who follow a slightly different liturgy 

and canon law. We in the Latin or Roman Rite often forget that 

we have sisters and brothers in the East. Saint Sharbel is a good 

reminder of the wider Church.  

SAINT JAMES THE APOSTLE 

July 25. Saint James the Apostle, 

brother of Saint John and one of the 

three who spent time with the Lord 

on significant occasions, was a fish-

erman called by Jesus to follow him. 

Most likely, he was the first to be 

martyred. He and John were nick-

named “Sons of Thunder” by Jesus. 

Patron Saint of Europe 

Patron Saint of penitents 

Patron Saint of Chile, laborers, 

Nicaragua, Rheumatism, Spain  



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

