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“There is no need for them to go away” (Matthew 14, 16) 



FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

“To Live” is “To Let Live” 

The word essential has never meant so much as it has during this time 

of the pandemic. Who of us has not thought about the essential things 

in life or the essential people in our lives, essential services or needs,  

or the essential worker (‘Essential’ meaning here the necessary, the  

indispensable or the unavoidable). What might the word mean for you? 

The word of God (readings) this weekend presents before the listener 

an image of God who always, constantly and consistently calls, invites, 

leads, risks, begs us to find in Him the ‘essentials of life’ that truly sat-

isfy our hungers and thirsts. Having God’s grace and being ‘rooted’ in 

Him gives all access to the ‘essentials of the Kingdom.’ And God will  

even risk everything to make sure we understand this. 

Why spend your money for what is not bread; your wages for what does not satisfy? Only listen to me, and you shall eat 

well, you shall delight in rich fare. Pay attention and come to me; listen, that you may have life. (Isaiah 55, 2-3) 

The target audience of the prophet Isaiah in the first reading are an exiled community that have given up on living. They 

think God is not interested in them. But No! Their God is a God who is life giving, a God who seeks to renew his covenant 

with them. He will give them the ‘essentials’ that money cannot buy: ‘water’, ‘grain’ and ‘wheat’ (symbols of Life in the 

Scriptures). God will even add an extra – ‘wine’ and ‘milk’ (superfluous items of abundance). All that the Israelites must do 

is to turn to Yahweh, heed to his invitation. 

Who are those who ‘thirst’ and ‘hunger’ today? For what do they thirst or hunger? What truly satisfies? 

Jesus in the Gospel is tired and worn out. He withdraws in a boat to a deserted place by himself. Yet even there people 

track him down on foot. He disembarks and sees the vast crowd. He is ‘moved’ with compassion. Jesus does not let 

anything that frustrates or oppresses the human spirit prevail. He immediately takes care of them. As it gets dark, the 

disciples get into a back and forth with him: “This is a deserted place and it is already late; dismiss the crowds so that 

they can go to the villages and buy food for themselves.” (Mat 14, 15). Jesus replies: “there is no need for them to go 

away, find food for them yourselves.” They only have five loaves and two fishes; he says “bring them to me.” Jesus 

goes on to perform a multiplication of loaves that feed five thousand. 

What is the point of the Gospel? In Jesus we see one who possesses the ‘word 

of life.’ He is life and the giver of life (healer and restorer), but there is more — 

for Jesus the life of the other matters, it is what ‘moves’ him. The Life of the 

one in the ‘dark’ especially matters. He will risk to share even the little, that 

they too have life. For Jesus, to live is to let live. This is his mission! 

What then will make us true followers of Christ? Be like Jesus, be imitators of 

Christ. Risk that another may live. Be restless that Life may be for all . The chal-

lenge is not to be like the disciples who want to obscure others from Christ. 

They seclude themselves from the plight of others, they do not ‘see’ and are 

not ‘moved’ by the crowd. The little they have is for them. (They are concerned 

about them and no one else.) 

There is an uncomfortable clarion challenge to us, the modern day listener, to be like 

Christ — live for more than oneself, find fulfillment in reaching out to others, helping 

others and working towards a common goal — that all may have life. To live is to 

let live. Where is this call most urgent today? How can we be ‘food and drink’  

(the essentials) for others who need life? In a world beset by individualism and 

self care (concern), the temptation to be like the disciples is an easy trap. 

Have a Blessed week in the Lord! 

— Father Anthony 

All you who are thirsty, 

come to the water! 

You who have no money, 

come, buy grain and eat; 

Come, buy grain without money, 

wine and milk without cost!  

(Isaiah 55, 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 15, 10:30 AM 

(Group I)  

Sunday, August 16, 2:00 PM 

(Group II)  

PARISH  

FIRST COMMUNION 

DAY 



CONDOLENCES to the family of Elisabeth “Sis” Montuori, who 

passed away on July 28, 2020. May she rest in peace.  

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 7:30 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. 

Weekdays 8:00 a.m. Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

The Feast of the Assumption of Mary Vigil Mass  

Friday,  August 14 at 7:00 p.m. (NO MORNING MASS that day) 

CONGRATULATIONS TO SAINT BONIFACE GRADUATES OF  

LUNENBURG HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2020: 

Matthew Albert  Ethan Favreau  

Brandon Antinori  Patrick Favreau 

Thomas Bodkin Juliette Laford 

Christopher Chow Joshua Proctor 

Justin DiGeronimo Daphne Sroka 

May the Spirit of God be with you always. 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Aug 1 

Aug 15 

Aug 22 

4:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

Robert Tremblay, by Annette Dillon 

Peter Charpentier, by Aime & Elaine Charpentier 

Robert Tremblay, by Edith Carey 

COLLECTION REPORT 

Week of July 26  

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Other 

Total 

 

 $1,728 

 202 

 35 

 $1,965 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT,  

and to all who have made a special effort to 

continue their contributions throughout  

these months of the pandemic crisis.  

Many parishioners have been making their weekly 

offerings online. It’s secure, convenient and easy 

to make one-time or recurring donations at  

www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

 

 

 

GET YOUR GRAND RAFFLE TICKETS!  

Our traditional festival is cancelled this year, however, the commit-

tee is planning to hold the Grand Raffle as well as our famous  gift 

basket and lottery tree raffles.  Your help is needed to sell all 1,500 

tickets which will give us a minimum profit  of $3,200 after payout 

of cash prizes ($1,000 grand prize, $500 2nd prize and (3) $100 

3rd prize winners). 

Please return sold tickets with stubs and donations in the offer-

tory basket at the church entrance or to the parish office. Tickets 

will be available after some Masses. If you are not able to attend 

Mass and would like tickets, please call or email the parish office. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY 

BAG PROGRAM 

Reusable bags  

are back and the  

St. Boniface Social  

Action Committee has been selected as  

the benefiting non-profit in the Community 

Bag Program! For the month of August, we will 

receive a $1.00 donation from each purchase  

of the $2.50 reusable Community Bag at the 

Hannaford store located at 333 Mass Avenue, 

Lunenburg. 

Save the Date!  

Saturday August 22  8:00 p.m. 

Join us for a Parish Drive-in Movie  



Dinner and a Show 

I once heard a scholar, interviewed on a TV special about Jesus, 

refer to the feeding of the five thousand with the phrase “dinner 

and a show.” His point was, I think, to characterize Jesus' ministry 

as “meeting folks where they are.” And that is surely part of the 

meaning of this episode. 

Our part in the mission does not depend on our own poor re-

sources but on bringing others to the feeder and healer himself,  

Jesus. Responding in heartfelt compassion. to the people’s needs, Jesus healed them and fed them. But there are other 

dimensions to the account as well. Characterizing the Galilean seaside as a “desert” place surely evokes the memory of 

Israel in the wilderness and Jesus as a new Moses mediating manna for the wanderers invited into a new Exodus. 

The similarity to the account in 2 Kings 4:24-44 about Elisha feeding one hundred with twenty loaves reminds us that a 

prophet greater than Elisha is here. And no one misses the parallel between Jesus' gestures here — taking, blessing, 

and breaking the loaves and giving them to his disciples — and his actions at the Last Supper. What catches my atten-

tion this time is the role of the disciples. Told to feed the people, they think only of their own meager resources. 

When they heed Jesus’ command, “Bring them to me,” the people are abundantly fed. That reminds us disciples, or-

dained and nonordained alike, that our part in the mission does not depend on our own poor resources but on bringing 

others to the feeder and healer himself, Jesus. 

— Dennis Hamm, SJ 

“There is no need for them to go away;  

give them some food yourselves.”  

But they said to him, “Five loaves  

and two fish are all we have here.”  

Then he said, “Bring them here to me…”   

(Mt 14:16-18)  

Members of the Saint Boniface Knights of 
Columbus took on the task of painting 2 
large classrooms and a bathroom in our 
preschool. They also replaced a countertop 
and sink that were old and well used. In 
addition to making the rooms more cheerful 
and bright when the kids were able to  
return, it saved the parish at least $2,000. 

Thanks to Rick Hennessy, Anthony Laudani, 
Claude Poirier, Norman Reinbold and Father 
Anthony for dedicating their time and talent. 

Are you willing to offer your gifts of  
Time and Talent to Saint Boniface?  
Let us know what they may be —  
call the parish office at 978-582-4008  
or email stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

We are always in need of a carpenter, 
plumber, electrician, landscaper, painter...  

Stewardship  
in Action! 

https://www.stboniface-lunenburg.org/stbonifaceparish@verizon.net


Two Banquets 

Matthew has intentionally con-

trasted two “banquets”: one hosted 

by Herod which resulted in the death 

of John the Baptist (Mt 14:1-12) and 

this feeding of a large crowd by Jesus 

near the shore of the Sea of Galilee 

(Mt 14:13-21). 

Herod’s banquet takes place in an 

environment of scheming and arro-

gance and concludes with a murder. 

Prior to feeding the crowd that was 

following him, Jesus felt compassion 

for their needs and healed their sick. 

Herod’s banquet was held at a royal 

court. Jesus’ meal with this crowd took 

place in a “deserted” place by the Sea 

of Galilee, yet close enough to villages 

for the crowd to purchase food. 

This phrase, “deserted place,” reminds the reader of the 

wilderness where God fed Israel with the manna. Matthew 

takes every opportunity to link Jesus with Moses. 

Contemporary, scientifically minded, rationalist American 

believers are skeptical about a multiplication of loaves. 

Some interpreters propose that the “miracle” was Jesus’ 

success in getting this group of people to share their per-

sonal provisions. 

Such sharing would be truly extraordinary for an American 

crowd of individualists but quite commonplace in the group

-oriented Mediterranean world. 

There is no way for us to reconstruct this historical event, 

but there is sufficient evidence to confirm that it really hap-

pened. Cultural insights help complete Matthew’s scenario. 

The Setting 

Jesus commands the crowd to sit down on the grass, but 

Matthew does not mention the clusters or their size as do 

Mark and Luke. Since it is a public place, it is culturally 

inappropriate for men and women to be present together. 

They are separated: men and young boys in their place, and 

women, girls, and boys under the age of puberty in a sepa-

rate place. (A photo in the October 1987 issue of National 

Geographic shows a Saudi family separated into gender 

groups relaxing by the Red Sea.) 

The Food 

Matthew mentions five loaves of 

bread and two fish. John 6:9 specifies 

barley loaves, and this is plausible for 

Matthew’s situation as well. Barley 

could be raised on soils of poorer 

quality and was less expensive 

(see Apoc 6:6). 

Barley bread was the ordinary food 

of the peasant classes. Even so, peas-

ants often mixed barley with other 

grains like millet, spelt, or pea meal 

in making bread (Ezek 4:9). 

Since the crowd is gathered near the 

Sea of Galilee, the presence of fish is 

not surprising. During that biblical 

period when Israelite access to the 

Mediterranean was limited, fish had 

to be purchased (Neh 13:16). 

In the Hellenistic period (after 300 BCE), fishing at the 

Sea of Galilee became a government-regulated activity 

which involved catching the fish, preparing, and distribut-

ing them. Fish became more common in the first-century 

diet. 

Jerusalem had a “fish gate” (Neh 3:3). Bethsaida on the 

northern shore of the Sea of Galilee means “fishing village”  

(Mk 6:45). The Greek name for the town of Magdala on the 

western shore of the Sea of Galilee was Taricheae, which 

means “processed fish.” 

The Outcome 

All ate their fill, and there were leftovers as well. Matthew’s 

final comment (which occurs only in his account) helps us 

to realize that this crowd was much larger than five thou-

sand because this number did not include the women and 

children who ate apart from the men. 

The Eucharistic coloring of this story is clear in Jesus’ 

blessing, breaking, and giving the loaves. What do  

Mediterranean cultural insights contribute to the story? 

How has American culture influenced contemporary 

celebrations of the Eucharist? 

 
 — John J. Pilch 

 



Saints of the Week 

SAINT PETER JULIAN EYMARD 

August 3. Saint Peter Julian Eymard began his priestly life in the Diocese of Grenoble. His faith  

journey led him to the Marists, and finally to founding the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament.  

Saint Peter had a deep devotion to Christ in the Eucharist, and his community members alternated  

between active ministry and contemplation of the Blessed Sacrament. He also co-founded the  

Congregation of the Servants of the Blessed Sacrament for women.  

SAINT  JOHN VIANNEY 

August 4. Saint John Vianney is best known as the Curé d’Ars, the little French town where  

he was pastor. Saint John had great trouble with his studies and almost did not get ordained. 

After he became the pastor in Ars however, he gained great fame as a confessor, hearing  

confessions sometimes 12 hours a day. He is the patron saint of parish priests.  

 

DEDICATION OF  

SAINT MARY MAJOR BASILICA 

August 5. Saint Mary Major is one of the four major churches in Rome known as patriarchal  

cathedrals. It is the largest church in the world honoring Mary. This day is also known as the  

feast of Our Lady of Snows. By whatever title, it is a day of celebrating the Mother of God.  

TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 

August 6. Whatever happened on Mount Tabor within the hearts of Peter, James and John,  

we will never know. The experience was more than words can describe. But certainly, the  

three Apostles had an experience of the glory of Jesus, the Son of God. In the Gospels, this  

event follows shortly after Jesus’ description of his human suffering, which will come before  

the glory of the resurrection. Suffering and glory are inextricably linked in the mind of Jesus.  



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

