
The Church of Saint Boniface 

August 9, 2020 

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

After the fire there was a tiny whispering sound.  

When he heard this, Elijah hid his face in his cloak 

and went and stood at the entrance of the cave.   

(I Kings 19, 12-13) 



FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

To Believe In (To Be Loyal To) God  

Is To Reach Out To Others 

What is the most daring thing you've done? 

Around the middle of the 9th Century B.C., Elijah the 

prophet incurred the wrath of Queen Jezebel, by speaking 

out against her cultural colonization of the northern king-

dom of Israel. She was ruthless in propagating Baalism  

(the ancient pagan god Baal of fertility was widely worshipped in that region); this was however in opposition to authen-

tic Yahwehism (God and the Commandments) which was the religion of the people. Anything against Yahweh and his 

relationship with the people was not accepted by Elijah, so he confronted the powerful Queen. This put the zealous and 

fiery prophet’s life in great danger. However much he tried to convince the people not to convert to this new religion he 

was unsuccessful and disappointed. At some point Elijah cannot stay in this land, so he flees. For forty days and nights, 

he journeys to Mount Horeb (or Sinai) also known as the “mountain of revelation” (God appears to the great Moses here). 

It is here that he might possibly find his roots. 

One day the Spirit of the Lord commanded him to go to the entrance of the cave where he had taken shelter, where the 

Lord will be passing by. Elijah waits. Strong heavy winds, an earthquake and a fire all pass by, but the Lord is in neither  

of these. (Wind, earthquake and fire are traditional symbols of the divine presence). After the fire, there comes “a light 

gentle whispering breeze or sound”; when Elijah hears this he covers his face, for the Lord is now here. 

What is the point of the first reading? Elijah must know that God, in his own way without fanfare (fire, powerful winds, 

etc.), will work his will for Elijah. There is a new face of God that is his “prophetic word.” It will happen. Elijah must dare 

now. Renewed, he must return to his mission and it will be accomplished by God; he must never doubt. Loyalty to God 

means sharing God’s concerns—reaching out in trust and faith to others. 

Have you fled from what you should have stood up to in your life? Where, When and Why? 

After the feeding of the five thousand, Jesus gets away to the mountain to pray. The disciples in the meantime wait for 

him in the boat at sea. In the Fourth watch of the night Jesus returns. There were strong winds at sea and the boat was 

being tossed about. As Jesus approaches the disciples, they think he is a ghost. Jesus spoke — ”Take courage it is I; do not be 

afraid.” The gospel story, however, is focused on Peter, who then replies that Lord if it is you, command that I come to 

you on water. Jesus says “Come.” For a while indeed Peter walks on water, but 

then he turns his focus on the strong wind and he becomes frightened and im-

mediately begins to sink. After crying out for help, Jesus stretched his hand and 

caught Peter saying: “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 

Peter represents, in the story, “doubt and wavering trust” in God’s plan. He 

represents the Church and “us.” He will soon share more responsibilities as 

leader of the disciples so today he is tested. His renewed faith is not only for 

himself alone. He was now their Leader. He, too, must now go offer solidity and 

strength to those who experience discouragement, doubt and frustration. 

When we perceive other people’s discouragement are we merely content to shrug 

our shoulders? When we notice other people’s doubts are we happy to leave them 

in their doubts? When we hear other people’s frustration, are we reluctant to make 

their frustration our own? Is our faith only individual? Loyalty to God means reaching 

out to others. We are challenged to confront indifference in our society, indifference 

to despair and hopelessness that engulfs many today. We must opt as Christians 

always to communicate compassion and understanding. 

Does sharing in the Eucharist mean God the Father who reaches out to us through his 

loyal son? How then can we be “food and drink” for others as we dare to reach out? 

Have a Blessed week in the Lord! 

— Father Anthony 

After the fire there was a tiny whispering sound, 

When he heard this, Elijah hid his face in his cloak, 

And went and stood at the entrance of the cave, 

A voice said to him, Why are you here, Elijah? 

(I Kings 19, 13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feast of the  

Assumption of Mary 

Vigil Mass 

Friday, August 14 at 7 PM 



BAPTISM ANNOUNCEMENT 

Elizabeth Casey, daughter of Sean and Riley Casey, was baptized 

on August 8 at Saint Boniface.  May God bless her always. 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday 4:00 p.m.  |   Sunday 7:30 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. 

No Morning Masses this Week (August 12, 13 & 14)  

The Feast of the Assumption of Mary  

Vigil Mass Friday,  August 14 at 7:00 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

2020 BACCALAUREATE AT SAINT BONIFACE  

The Baccalaureate Ceremony for local 2020 High School Graduates 

was celebrated outside at Saint Boniface on Thursday evening, July 30. 

The rain stopped just in time, and after the ceremony a beautiful rain-

bow appeared over the scene. Was God sending a message of hope and 

encouragement to our students? 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Aug 15 

Aug 16 

Aug 22 

4:00 PM 

9:00 AM 

4:00 PM 

Peter Charpentier, by Aime & Elaine Charpentier 

Geraldine Bak, by her family 

Robert Tremblay, by Edith Carey 

COLLECTION REPORT 

Week of August 2  

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Other 

Total 

 

 $2,566 

 643 

 25 

 $3,234 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT,  

and to all who have made a special effort to 

continue their contributions throughout  

these months of the pandemic crisis.  

Many parishioners have been making their weekly 

offerings online. It’s secure, convenient and easy 

to make one-time or recurring donations at  

www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

 

 

 

GRAND RAFFLE TICKETS 

Please return sold tickets with stubs and donations in the offertory 

basket at the church entrance or to the parish office. If you would 

like additional tickets, please call or email the parish office. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY 

BAG PROGRAM 

Reusable bags  

are back and the  

St. Boniface Social  

Action Committee has been selected as  

the benefiting non-profit in the Community 

Bag Program! For the month of August, we will 

receive a $1.00 donation from each purchase  

of the $2.50 reusable Community Bag at the 

Hannaford store located at 333 Mass Avenue, 

Lunenburg. 

Join EMMANUEL RADIO  

to Honor Blessed Mother 

1230AM, 970AM & 101.1FM 

online at www.1230radio.com 

The Church dedicates the month of August to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary. Emmanuel Radio 

can help you form a deeper relationship with  

our Mother and realize and respond to her love, 

and share it with others.  

Immaculate Heart of Mary, Pray for Us! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 15, 10:30 AM 

(Group I)  

Sunday, August 16, 2:00 PM 

(Group II)  

The Prayer of Helplessness 

In her autobiography, The Long Loneliness, 

Dorothy Day shares how she once prayed  

at a very low time in her life. 

Dorothy Day wasn’t raised into the faith, but 

came to it on her own after a certain romance  

with atheism. An intellectual, moving in Marxist and anti-church circles, she entered her twenties convinced that if anyone had 

the courage to look life square in the eye, she or he would not believe in God. The love of her life at the time was one who 

shared her views. She moved in with him and bore his child outside of marriage. The birth of this child, a daughter, changed her 

in ways she had not foreseen. Holding her infant daughter, she was so overcome with awe and gratitude that she prayed spon-

taneously. “For so much joy, I need to thank someone!” Her faith was born from that, from the purest spring of all, gratitude. 

She took some instructions, was baptized, and became a Christian. The father of her child, upset by the change in her, 

warned that if she had their child baptized he would leave her. She had the child baptized and he did leave her. Many of 

her friends reacted similarly. So, even as she was buoyed-up by her new-found faith, she found herself very much alone, 

without most of her former friends and support-systems; a single-mother, living on her own, lacking money, and without 

any practical vision of what she should now do with her life. 

She floundered like this for awhile, feeling ever more lonely and unsure of herself. One day she couldn’t take it any more. 

She put her young daughter in the care of friends and took a train to Washington, DC, where she spent the day praying 

at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Her prayer that day was one of utter helplessness. In essence she said 

to God: “I’ve given up a lot for you, and you haven’t done anything for me! I’m lost, alone, unsure of what to do, and running 

out of energy and patience. I need help—need it now, not in some distant future! Help me now! I can’t go on like this!” 

She got back to New York that night and walked up to her apartment. A man was sitting on the steps waiting for her. He 

told her he had heard about her, had an idea, and he needed her help. He then explained to her the concept of “The Catholic Worker.” 

The man’s name was Peter Maurin and the rest is history. From that moment on, she had a vision for her life. 

Not everyone gets so quick and clear an answer in prayer, although more people than you would suspect have similar 

stories. Martin Luther King, for instance, shares how he once prayed at a low-point in his life: 

One night toward the end of January, I settled into bed late, after a strenuous day. Coretta had already fallen asleep and just as I 

was about to doze off the telephone rang. An angry voice said, “Listen, nigger, we’ve taken all we want from you, before next week 

you’ll be sorry you ever came to Montgomery.” I hung up, but I couldn’t sleep. It seemed that all of my fears had come down on me 

at once. I had reached the saturation point. 

In this state of exhaustion, when my courage had 

all but gone, I decided to take my problem to God. 

The words I spoke to God  that midnight are still 

vivid in my memory: 

I am here taking a stand for what I believe is right. 

But now I am afraid. The people are looking to me 

for leadership, and if I stand before them without 

strength and courage, they too will falter. I am at 

the end of my powers. I have nothing left. I’ve come  

to the point where I can’t face it alone. 

At that moment I experienced the presence of the 

Divine as I had never experienced Him before.”  

(MLK, Stride Towards Freedom) 

“Lost” is the place from which we are especially in-

vited to pray. When we hurt all over and live in a 

shame we can’t bear, and are on our knees because 

we’re too weak to stand, we’re in the perfect pos-

ture for prayer. God hears prayers of helplessness. 

— Ron Rolheiser  

“But when he saw how strong the wind was he became frightened; 

and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 

Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught Peter,  

and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”   

(Mt 14: 30-31) 

Please pray for these young 

people as they prepare to  

share the supper of 

the Lord for the first time 

next weekend:  

Nicholas Adam 

Thomas Goulding 

Sophie Goulding 

Brian Brisson 

Tabitha Brown 

Julia Maillett 

Meredith Tapply 

Brendan Glynn 

Joeli Braithewite 

Sophia Washington  

 

PARISH  

FIRST COMMUNION 

DAY 



Fishing, Storms, and Faith 

About Fishing 

In 1986 the level of the Sea of Galilee was extraordinarily 

low. Marine archaeologists discovered an ancient fishing 

boat in mud along its northwest shore, a little north of an-

cient Magdala (modern Migdal). 

Basing themselves on the type of construction, the pottery 

found nearby, and the results of a carbon 14 test, the ex-

perts concluded that the boat was built between 40 BCE 

and 70 CE It is very likely the kind of boat mentioned in 

today’s story, the one used by the Jonah-Zebedee fishing 

syndicate (see Lk 5:10), which included their sons Peter, 

Andrew, James, and John, and hired hands. 

The government regulated the fishing industry by selling 

fishing rights to tax collectors or publicans (brokers). These 

contracted with fishermen and frequently had to capitalize 

them. Since Matthew the toll collector had his office in 

Capernaum (Mt 9:1, 9:9), an important fishing center, it is 

likely that he brokered the government’s fishing rights to 

his fellow citizens. 

Fishermen were at the mercy of the sea to provide a liveli-

hood, and in the case of a storm like this, to spare their lives. 

The boat found in the mud was 26.5 feet long, 7.5 feet wide, 

and 4.5 feet deep. Originally it had a sail. There are places 

for four oarsmen and a tillerman. A boat this size could 

hold a crew of five plus ten passengers (Mt 14:22), or the 

crew plus cargo, for instance, a catch of fish in excess of one 

ton (Lk 5:4-11; Jn 21:1-14). 

With this background, a modern reader can easily see that 

first-century Mediterranean fishermen were far from middle 

class. They were at the mercy of the brokers (toll collectors) 

who capitalized their fishing venture and to whom they were 

ever in debt. They had no control at all over their activities. 

Spirits and Storms 

The fishermen also realized that they had no control over 

nature. Even though they were very familiar with the Sea of 

Galilee, no one among them was capable of predicting the 

storms that broke out unexpectedly, almost suddenly. They 

were at the mercy of the sea to provide a livelihood, and in 

the case of a storm like this, to spare their lives. 

Previously in Matthew’s story line (Mt 8:23-27), Jesus was 

asleep in the boat with his disciples when a violent storm 

broke. They had to wake him to plead for help! On that oc-

casion Jesus “rebuked” the winds and the sea, and a dead 

calm ensued. 

 

In today’s story, Jesus is absent when a strong headwind 

raises high waves that batter the boat and frighten its pas-

sengers. When the disciples see Jesus, they think he is a 

“ghost.” When Peter steps out of the boat to meet Jesus, he 

“sees” the strong wind. 

Both stories reflect the first-century Mediterranean belief 

in spirits, including wind spirits, that play havoc with human 

life. The only remedy for a human being is to find a more 

powerful spirit to counter the annoying spirit. This, of 

course, is God and his broker, Jesus, who throughout the 

gospel displays power to control evil and mischievous spirits. 

Both stories also emphasize that the disciples wavered in 

their loyalty to God. “Why are you afraid, you of little 

faith?” (Mt 8:26). “You [Peter] of little faith, why did you 

doubt?” (Mt 14:31). The biblical term “faith” is best ren-

dered “loyalty.” Patrons will never fail clients who are loyal 

to them. 

 

Today’s Gospel asks scientifically oriented and technologi-

cally proficient Americans where human beings ought to 

place their faith or loyalty: in themselves or in God? 

 

 — John J. Pilch 



Saints of the Week 

SAINT LAWRENCE 

August 10. Devotion to Saint Lawrence dates back to the earliest days of the Church. While we 

do not know many facts about him, his courageous witness to the faith is well known, as well as 

some interesting legends which, as legends, may or may not be true. They show the fascination 

with Saint Lawrence and his testimony to the faith.  

Saint Lawrence is the Patron Saint of Cooks and the Poor. 

SAINT  CLARE of ASSISI 

August 11. Saint Clare referred to herself as a little plant. In many ways, she was a strong oak. 

The first woman to write a Rule of Life for her sisters, she insisted on the privilege of poverty  

until her dying breath, getting papal approval of her Rule just days before she died. A model of 

humility, Clare cared for her sisters even through her own years of illness. Her devotion to Jesus 

was extraordinary.  

Saint Clare is the Patron Saint of Eye Disorders and Television. 

SAINT JANE FRANCES DE CHANTAL 

August 12. Saint Jane Frances de Chantal was a wife and the mother of six. When her husband 

was killed, Saint Jane took a vow not to remarry and sought to join a religious community. She 

was dissuaded by her spiritual director, Saint Francis de Sales. Eventually, she and two others 

founded a community intended for those who could not join the established congregations. 

They wanted to actively engage in the works of mercy, but social circumstances forced them to 

live a cloistered life. 

SAINTS PONTIAN and HIPPOLYTUS 

August 13. Today we celebrate two men who were at odds most of their lives. Saint Pontian was 

a pope who abdicated his office when he was sent into exile. Saint Hippolytus had himself 

elected an anti-pope and opposed not only Saint Pontian, but others as well. Eventually, these 

two were exiled together where they reconciled and became good friends. 

 

 

SAINT MAXIMILIAN MARY KOLBE 

August 14. Saint Maximilian Mary Kolbe, a Conventual Franciscan, is best known for volunteering 

to take the place of a condemned prisoner in the death camp. But he also worked tirelessly for 

the spiritual welfare of people through a deep devotion to the Blessed Mother. His whole life 

seemed to revolve around Mary as the path to God.  

Saint Maximilian Mary Kolbe is the Patron Saint of Addicts. 

SOLEMNITY of the ASSUMPTION of MARY 

August 15. The doctrine of the Assumption of Mary is recent: 1950. But the belief among the 

faithful that Mary was assumed body and soul into heaven at the time of her death dates to the 

early Church. Mary is also the summation of all Christians—what happened to her, will happen  

to us. Thus, she is the testimony of our own resurrection at the end of time.  



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  
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P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

