
The Church of Saint Boniface 

August 23, 2020 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“…I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. 

Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; 

and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”   

(Mat 16, 19) 



FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

‘To Be Over’ Is ‘To Be Under’ 

Do you just give the keys of your house (or something you treasure) 

to anyone who asks? Or have you unknowingly exposed your bank 

account password? 

In both cases, what did you fear would happen? 

‘Key(s)’ is literally an instrument for locking or unlocking doors or 

gates, which controls entrance and exit. It takes on a new meaning 

in the Scriptures. It refers to: power, authority, control, a position, a 

place of honor; that which gives access to all the above. The one 

who possesses ‘the key’ is master and Lord, one would think.  

On the contrary, to be over is to be under. ‘The Key’ means ‘service.’ 

Who are Shebna and Eliakim? 

Shebna is the ‘master of the palace’; he is sort of a chief of staff or prime minster. He determines who has access to the 

King or not. When Shebna closes the door, it is shut, and when he opens it, it is open. But there is more. Shebna has a 

disease: he is a megalomaniac. He does everything to perpetuate himself and his ideas. He is possessed by his power  

(He was so arrogant he even built himself a sepulcher and rode around in chariots as a sign of high rank). He apparently 

took good care of himself, not the people. His position was about being like a’ father’ to meet the people’s needs, yet he 

did not see himself under the obligation to serve. He sought title and honor. Now, the Lord will strip him from his office; 

he will be ‘pulled down from his station. ‘The Keys’ will now go to 

Eliakim (Eliakim is the faithful servant, who will now assume the 

exclusive power to open and close the palace). 

Where do we see in our society the ‘abuse of power’? What have 

you done about it? Have you spoken up? Why are you silent?  

Peter is made leader of his church community. But being over 

others means one is under the compulsion to serve and assist 

others. He is the ‘rock’ (Cephas). He is to afford solidity for the 

community. His strength is to be their strength. Peter holds ‘the  

key’ to teach the ways of the Kingdom. He has the power ‘to bind 

or to loose’ (authority, discipline). He must promote the greater 

common good, not Peter’s personal good. To be over is to be under. 

As Christians we have a tall order in our world and society to 

teach or re-teach the responsibility and obligation to serve oth-

ers. Do you see this as the norm or a mindset of our leaders: civil, 

political, Christian, etc.? How can we as a church grow and nur-

ture in our community life and family the responsibility of others, 

be prophets who speak up against the abuse of power? 

In everything we do we must begin by asking, where is God in 

this? Am I serving for the greater glory of God? Is this about me 

and only me? 

A Blessed week in the Lord! 

— Father Anthony 

 

 

 

 

Thus says the LORD to Shebna,  

master of the Palace: 

I will thrust you from your office 

And pull you down from your station 

I will place the key of David  

on Eliakim’s Shoulder 

When he opens, no one shall shut 

When he shuts, no one shall open. 

(Isaiah 22, 19-20; 22) 

OUTDOOR EVENING MASS 

Beginning Sunday, August 30 

6:00 PM   

THIS IS FOR YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have reached our parish goal of $22,500! 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who made this possible. 



SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday 4:00 p.m.  |   Sunday 7:30 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. 

8:00 Morning Mass Wednesday, Thursday and Friday  

 

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE BEGINS SEPT. 12/13 

Saturday 4:00 p.m.  |  Sunday 8:00 a.m. , 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. (new!) 

8:00 Morning Mass Wednesday, Thursday and Friday  
  

 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Aug 29 

Sept. 6 

4:00 PM 

9:00 AM 

Leon Tarbell, by Edith Carey 

John McShane, by his wife 

COLLECTION REPORT 

Week of August 16  

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Holy Day 

– Other 

Total 

 

 $2,553 

 245 

 130 

 105 

 

 $3,033 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

and to all who have made a special effort to 

continue their contributions throughout  

these months of the pandemic crisis.  

Many parishioners have been making their weekly 

offerings online. It’s secure, convenient and easy 

to make one-time or recurring donations at  

www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

 

 

 

GRAND RAFFLE TICKETS 

Please return sold tickets with stubs and donations in the offertory 

basket at the church entrance or to the parish office. If you would 

like additional tickets, please call or email the parish office. 
 

 

 

COMMUNITY 

BAG PROGRAM 

Reusable bags  

are back and the  

St. Boniface Social  

Action Committee has been selected as  

the benefiting non-profit in the Community 

Bag Program! For the month of August, we will 

receive a $1.00 donation from each purchase  

of the $2.50 reusable Community Bag at the 

Hannaford store located at 333 Mass Avenue, 

Lunenburg. 

Quick Quips 

Good things that come into your life by serendipity are simply times 
that God chooses to remain anonymous. 

God promises a safe landing, not a calm voyage. 

If God is your co-pilot, swap seats immediately! 

Many Christians are willing to serve God, but only as advisors. 

Don’t be afraid to try something new. Remember, amateurs built 
Noah’s ark; professionals built the Titanic. 

Enjoy the little things – there are so many of them. 

The Parish Drive-in Movie scheduled 

for August 22 has been postponed  

until September. More details to come. 

Please take a pineapple from the back of the church  

to help us gather supplies and food for our next rotation 

at North Star Family Services (formerly MIHN). This is a 

family shelter in Leominster that makes it possible for 

families to stay together when homeless. Our next 

week begins August 30th. 
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Rock, Chief Rabbi, Majordomo 

Someone, I think it was George Bernard Shaw, said, “The 

church was founded with a pun.” He was right. The intent 

of that remark may have been dismissive, but, as is usual 

with biblical puns, the wordplay of Jesus is far from trivial. 

In fact, the play on Simon's nickname is just one of several 

rich biblical allusions at work in this key passage. Jesus makes 

Peter, in effect, chief rabbi of the community of the Church. 

Peter was not a personal name in first-century Palestine. 

Petros, the masculine form of the Greek word petra (“rock”— 

reflected in our English words “petrify” and “petroleum,” 

oil from rock rather than olives), translates the Aramaic 

kepha (“rock”). Kepha, or Peter, is a special name that Jesus 

gives Simon bar Jonah to signify his appointed mission. 

Why Rock? We might call someone Rocky today to refer 

to his physical toughness. In Simon’s case the name more 

likely has biblical roots. First, there is the precedent of 

Isaiah 51:1-2, where the founding ancestors of the people 

of Israel, Abraham and Sarah, are called, respectively, “the 

rock from which you were hewn” and “the pit from which 

you were quarried.” Then there is the fact that the ex-

pected messiah was to be the builder of a new temple, 

just as in 2 Samuel 7 the son of David was to build a tem-

ple; and even though the first son of David, Solomon, 

built the first temple, the end-time Messiah was also ex-

pected to build the temple of the messianic age. When 

Jesus speaks of “building” his Church on the rock of 

Simon, he is of course speaking of a community, but the 

image is that of a physical structure, a temple. And tem-

ple does indeed become a favorite image of the early 

Church to describe itself (as in 1 Cor 3:10-16, 1 Pet 2:2-8, 

and Eph 2:19-22). 

But if the Church can be pictured as temple, it is also a 

household. That image comes into play when Jesus 

speaks of giving Peter the keys to the kingdom. Isaiah 22, 

the First Reading this Sunday, provides the background. 

King Hezekiah's steward has abused his office and the 

prophet mediates the divine command that the king is to 

dismiss him and bestow the key of the house of David 

upon Eliakim. With the language of “keys to the king-

dom,” Jesus appoints Peter as steward of the Church, now 

imaged as household—indeed, the spiritual household of 

the ultimate Son of David. 

A further image comes into play when Jesus speaks of 

“binding and loosing” to describe Peter's authority. Binding 

and loosing refers to the authority of the chief rabbi of a 

community. Sometimes it referred to the application of 

the Torah to a particular case (the apparent reference 

here). Sometimes it referred to the power to include or 

exclude a member of the community (see Mt 18:18). Thus, 

Jesus makes Peter, in effect, chief rabbi of the community 

of the Church. 

This passage has been a battleground of hostile debate 

between Protestants and Catholics. In some quarters it 

may still be that, but in today’s sober dialogue between 

Catholic and Lutheran scholars at least, a strong consen-

sus has emerged that the Petrine ministry of overseeing 

the unity of the Church (historically realized by the Bishops  

of Rome) is an essential part of the New Testament’s 

presentation of the Church of Christ. And so it is part of 

any Christian's discipleship to pray and work for the full 

realization of that ministry of unity, the reunion of a di-

vided Church. 

— Dennis Hamm, SJ  

The Saint Boniface First Communion Class of 2020 received the Eucharist for the first time at special  

liturgies on Saturday, August 15 and Sunday, August 16. Congratulations and may God bless our 10 students!  



Jesus’ Identity 

Today’s familiar story takes on a very different 

orientation when placed, respectfully, in its  

Mediterranean cultural context. 

Dyadic Personality 

Americans are recognized as the most individualistic 

people who ever lived on the face of this planet. Each 

one strives to be distinct. In the United States, everyone 

has a personal social security number and many other 

distinctive and singular identities. 

Mediterranean people are exactly the opposite. Experts 

describe them as dyadic personalities. The word dyad 

means “pair.” Such people are other-oriented to such an 

extent that they have no sense of their individuality but 

depend rather on the opinions of others to help them 

know who they are. 

Jesus’ question, therefore, is not a “theology quiz” for his 

disciples. It reflects a normal, Mediterranean curiosity 

by Jesus, a dyadic personality, about what other people 

think. Like everyone else in this culture, Jesus needs 

such feedback because he does not know who he is, and 

he is trying to learn this from significant others in his life. 

Stereotyping 

In Jesus’ case, the question is particularly interesting 

because the normal stereotyping of that culture was not 

working. Jesus’ enemies feel satisfied in knowing him as 

“Jesus of Nazareth.” To know a person’s home village is to 

know everything about that person. All people in Nazareth 

were presumed to be alike. Nathanael’s rhetorical question, 

“Can anything good come from  Nazareth?” (Jn 1:46) sim-

ply echoes the commonly held, stereotypical image of that 

village’s inhabitants: worthless or no good. 

Another stereotypical identification of Jesus is “the 

stone worker’s or wood worker’s son” (Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3). 

The ancient wisdom observed, “like father, like son.” 

To know a family was to know everything about every 

member of that family. “‘Is not his mother called Mary?  

 

And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon 

and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us? Where 

then did this man get all this?’ And they took offense at 

Jesus” (Mt 13:55-57). 

True to Mediterranean form, Jesus’ disciples tell him 

what others are saying about him, and how others are 

perceiving him: John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah.   

But Jesus presses for Simon’s opinion, and he says, “the 

Messiah, the son of the living God.” 

Jesus' Identity 

In gratitude to Simon for this information,  Jesus be-

stows on him a nickname, Rocky or Peter. New names 

were regularly given at significant moments in a group’s 

life, especially to the more prominent members. 

In addition, Jesus promises that Peter will become like 

him, a broker who can provide access to God the patron. 

This is the significance of giving him the “keys of the 

kingdom.” Keys open doors, which is another way to de-

scribe a broker’s specialty. Over and beyond that, Peter 

is given a distinctive power to declare authoritative judg-

ments (“binding and loosing”), something which appears 

to have been given to all the disciples in Mt 18:18. 

If American believers read Jesus’ question here from  

the intense psychological perspective that dominates 

modern American convictions about self-knowledge and 

knowledge of others, they will assume Jesus knows who 

he is and is testing his friends to see if they know. 

If they use the Mediterranean scenario painted above, 

they will have to assume Jesus does not know and looks 

to significant others in order to find out. How will you 

read the passage? 
 — John J. Pilch 

Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi  

and he asked his disciples, 

"Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"  

Care Net Fitchburg Virtual Walk/Run 2020 

Care Net Fitchburg is hosting a fundraiser walk/run beginning on Labor Day, September 7, 2020. Please join 

us to raise funds while walking, running or hiking. This is not a one-day event! You can participate throughout 

the week. It is easy to join us! 

Log in to www.friendsofcarenetfitchburg.org and register, sign the waiver and print a sponsor sheet.  

Reach out to people to sponsor your efforts. Next, join us on Labor Day Monday, September 7, at 9:30 a.m. 

on Care Net Fitchburg Facebook for a live launch. Then, walk, run or hike throughout the day or the week.  

Return your sponsor sheets by week’s end if you want to possibly win one of our prizes. If you have questions 

please email wendy.carenetprc@gmail.com  

Prizes include: A beautiful water color painted by our artist in residence and Executive Director, Gail Gardner; 

(2) $50 gift certificates to Morning Star Christian Book Store; Dunkin Donuts gifts; $50 Amazon gift certificate 
Thank you for supporting us as we support 

families experiencing unplanned pregnancies! 



Saints of the Week 

August 24. SAINT BARTHOLOMEW 

We know nothing about today’s saint except 

that he was one of the original twelve apos-

tles. If he is the man called Nathanael, then  

we know he is from Cana in Galilee – but that 

still doesn’t tell us much. But knowing that  

he gave his life in the service of the faith is 

enough.  Saint Bartholomew is the Patron Saint of Plasterers. 

August 25. SAINT LOUIS of FRANCE 

Saint Louis of France took his position seri-

ously as both king and Christian. A true son  

of the Church, Saint Louis worked for peace 

and reconciliation within his kingdom and  

beyond. He was generous with his wealth  

and his time. He was named a patron of the 

Secular Franciscans.  Saint Louis of France is the Patron Saint of Barbers, Grooms, 

and the Secular Franciscan Order. 
 

August 26. SAINT JOSEPH CALASANZ 

Saint Joseph Calasanz dedicated his life to 

poor children. He gathered teachers to help 

him, and eventually organized the Clerks 

Regular of Religious Schools – also known as 

the Piarists or Scolopi. But his work was not 

without opposition, as some objected to the 

education of the poor.   

August 27. SAINT MONICA 

Perhaps Saint Monica is best known as the 

mother of Saint Augustine – a pretty noble 

label. But she was also the mother of two 

other children, and is known as a woman of 

great prayer. We know that she prayed for the 

conversion of her son, and her prayers were 

heard. She also prayed for and obtained the conversion of her husband 

and mother-in-law.  Saint Monica is the Patron Saint of Alcoholics, Conversion, 

Married Women and Mothers. 
 

August 28. SAINT AUGUSTINE of HIPPO 

Saint Augustine had a powerful and forceful 

personality which he used both before and 

after his conversion. He had a passion for 

whatever he did, and this showed up in his 

theological teachings. Yet he also was a man 

of great love, as is evident in his sermons to  

his priests. And he had a deep love for the Lord. Saint Augustine is the 

Patron Saint of Printers and Theologians. 

August 29. MARTYRDOM of JOHN the 

BAPTIST 

The martyrdom of John the Baptist is one of 

the most gruesome stories in the New Testa-

ment. Yet it is the story of the victory of faith 

and loyalty over cowardice and hate. A king 

makes a careless promise and does not have 

the courage or integrity to do the right thing when his jealous wife 

takes advantage. This is one of those blunt stories of what living 

faithfully is all about. 

 

Authority 

“You are ‘Rock,’ and on this rock I will 

build my church, and the jaws of death 

shall not prevail against it.”  

The Catholic Church has always looked up to 

today’s Gospel as the cornerstone of the 

Petrine ministry, the special role played by the 

successor of Peter. Catholics believe that the 

Bishop of Rome exercises a special authority 

over the church. 

Authority within the context of the People of 

God is a special kind of authority. The reading 

from Isaiah is about removal from office for 

abuse of authority and replacement by some-

one who shall be a father. 

The purpose of authority in the church, au-

thority at any level, is not to control the lives 

of others but rather to help us to seek the 

values that will bring us lasting joy in this 

changing world. 

Those with any authority in the church should 

reflect on their exercise of that authority, and 

those under authority should reflect on their 

attitude to the leaders of the church. All of us 

should join in praying that the Lord grant 

peace and unity to the Church 

For the nurturing and constant growth of the 

People of God, the Lord instituted in His 

Church a variety of ministries, which work for 

the good of the whole body. 

For those ministers who are endowed with 

sacred power are servants of their brethren, so 

that all who are of the People of God, and 

therefore enjoy a true Christian dignity, can 

work toward a common goal freely and in an 

orderly way, and arrive at salvation. 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church, 1964:18. 

— Gerald Darrin 



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

