
The Church of Saint Boniface 

September 27, 2020 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

He said in reply, “I will not,” but afterwards changed his mind and went. 

(Matthew 21:29) 



FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

Guest Reflection 

Motivation 

Sometimes God appeals to people’s self-interest to get them to  

do what is right. Many of us need it, so that, through self-interest, 

we can overcome our self-interest. 

We are shown this in the First Reading, where we find a straight-out  

argument between the people and God. They claim that “The Lord’s way is not fair!” They quote the famous saying, 

“The parents eat sour grapes, but the children’s teeth are set on edge” (Ez 18:2). Apparently their argument is that sin 

belongs to their fathers or mothers, not to them. So, God is punishing unjustly. 

God’s reply in this reading is as follows: 

The house of Israel says, ‘The Lord’s way is not fair!’  

Is it my way that is not fair, house of Israel?  

Is it not your ways that are not fair? 

Then he shows them that punishment comes to those who actually commit an iniquity, not to those who just happen 

to be born of sinful parents. It is your own actions that matter. If you sin, it is fair that I punish you. If you do virtue, it 

is fair that I give you life. 

Jesus’ parable in the Gospel takes it one step further. There we hear about a man whose father asks him to go work in 

the vineyard. The man says, rudely, “I will not.” Surely he would be counted as one of the sinful people described 

above. Or maybe he just had a headache, or was not a morning person, or whatever. But when his father leaves the 

house he changes his mind and goes out to work hard on the vines. He has a brother. This one says in effect, “Yes, of 

course I will go out and do your will!” Isn't this exactly what God had been telling the people in the First Reading? I am 

sure the father in the present parable was pleased, especially after the rude reply he had gotten from his first son. Of 

course, as we know, this brother changed his mind and did not bother to go at all. 

This second brother’s selfish interests were served by saying “yes, yes” to his father. It made him look good. But he did 

not trouble himself to actually do what he had promised. Self-interest did not get him to do good, but only to seem to 

do good. So finally God decided to show us motivation that cannot be reduced to self-interest. 

If we want motivation, as well as encouragement, solace in love, participation in the Spirit, compassion, and mercy, St. 

Paul says to look at what Christ did (Second Reading). Then you will not act out of selfishness, but will serve others 

humbly, as Christ did. This is the ultimate motivation in Christianity. 

Have in you the same attitude  

that is also in Christ Jesus,  

Who, though he was in the form of God,  

did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. 

Rather, he emptied himself,  

taking the form of a slave,  

coming in human likeness;  

and found human in appearance,  

he humbled himself,  

becoming obedient to the point of death,  

even death on a cross.  

Because of this God greatly exalted him.* 

Self-interested motives are not the only ones. Just look at Christ—when you are at prayer and at Mass—and let him 

form you in humility. 

Let God make you good. 

— John Foley, SJ 

 * These lines are thought to have been an early Christian hymn which Paul quotes and adapts.  

God decided to show us motivation  

that cannot be reduced to self-interest. 



SAINT BONIFACE 

FIRST COMMUNION CLASS  

Mass with “Rite of Enrollment” Ceremony 

Sunday, October 4 

12:00 p.m. in the Church 

Please keep our candidates in your prayers. 

THANK YOU to our Knights of Columbus Council, and especially 

Lionel Tarbell, who repaired the front steps of the church and painted 

all the railings at the main entrance.   

 

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES AND PARENTS will meet on 

Wednesday, September 30th, 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the parish hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Sept. 27 

Oct. 4 

8:00 AM 

8:00 AM 

Fred & Irene Raboin, by Marc & Regina Raboin 

James & Regina Fisher, by Marc & Regina Raboin 

COLLECTION REPORT 

Week of September 20 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Religious Education 

Total 

 

 $2,627 

 140 

 285 

 $3,052 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Many parishioners have been making their weekly 

offerings online. It’s secure, convenient and easy 

to make one-time or recurring donations at  

www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

 

GRAND RAFFLE TICKETS 

Please return sold tickets with stubs and 

donations in the offertory basket at the 

church entrance or to the parish office.  

If you would like additional tickets, please 

call or email the parish office. 

GIFT BASKET RAFFLE 

Yes, we will also have our famous gift  

basket raffle this year. Watch for more info! 

RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

 Are you an adult 18 years or older and have not received the Sacraments? 

 Are you an adult interested in getting Baptized? 

 Are you a non-catholic Christian who would like to become a Catholic?  

RCIA begins October 2020. Call and register at the Parish office  

or contact Lucy Marcil. 

St. Bernard Cemetery 

Lot & Columbarium Sale 

Oct. 1–31 

Lots available in the new Calvary Section. 

Columbarium niches also at reduced prices. 

Call Ray Spagnuolo at the cemetery office: 

978-342-4820 

ORDER YOUR TAKEOUT  

CHICKEN BBQ DINNER! 

SUNDAY OCT. 11, 12 – 2 PM 

$10 each / Advance Sales  

or Call 978-343-9841 to reserve tickets 

Knights of Columbus Council #99 

165 Electric Ave., Fitchburg (Tues-Sun 12-7 PM) 

Proceeds to benefit Knights charities. 



Saints of the Week 

September 28.  

SAINT WENCESLAUS 

More than just a name in a Christmas carol, 

Wenceslaus managed to rule with a clear 

vision of what a Christian leader should be. 

Many opposed him during his reign, and  

his brother eventually betrayed and killed 

him, but he continued to hold the faith and 

is hailed today as an outstanding king.  

Saint Wenceslaus is the Patron Saint of Bohemia. 

September 29.   

SAINTS MICHAEL, GABRIEL & RAPHAEL 

Angels appear frequently in Scripture, but 

only Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael are 

named. Each of these archangels performs 

a different mission in Scripture: Michael 

protects; Gabriel announces; Raphael 

guides. Saint Gabriel is the Patron Saint of Broadcasters.  

Saint Raphael is the Patron Saint of The Blind. 

September 30.   

SAINT JEROME 

Known mostly for his translation of the 

Scriptures into Latin, Saint Jerome was  

also an inspiring writer of letters and com-

mentaries. He was known to have had a 

bad temper, yet he was a man of prayer 

and penance. A combination of conflicting 

qualities, Saint Jerome stands out as one of the four great Doctors of the 

Latin Church. Saint Jerome is the patron Saint of Librarians, Translators and Scholars. 

October 1.  

SAINT THÉRÈSE of LISIEUX  

Saint Thérèse of Lisieux is perhaps one of 

the most known and best loved saints in  

the Catholic calendar. A young Carmelite 

nun who wanted to go to the missions,  

she remained within the cloister yet be-

came the patron of the missions. Therese 

entered the convent at 15 and died at 24 

having lived a full life, including serving her community as novice director. 

Her parents were canonized in 2015. Saint Thérèse is the Patron Saint of  

Florists, Missionaries, Pilots and Priests. 

October 2. 

FEAST of the GUARDIAN ANGELS  

Angels play an important role in Sacred 

Scripture as messengers of God. The belief 

that each person has a guardian angel 

watching over him or her is an extension  

of that role, and a reminder of God's  

never-failing providence.  

God’s Justice 

Two sons were asked to work in the vineyard 

of their father. One said he would do so, but 

he didn’t. The other said he wouldn’t, but he 

did. It was this second son who did what the 

father wanted. 

God, our Father, invites us all to work in the 

vineyard, preparing the world for the coming 

of the kingdom. Some of us talk about the 

work that needs to be done, calling attention 

to the social ills that divide us: the poverty 

and hunger, the discrimination and oppres-

sion, the militarism and war. 

Others of us do something about these prob-

lems: challenging the systems that produce 

poverty and hunger, struggling to overcome 

discrimination and oppression, agitating for 

peace and an end to militarism. 

The challenge of Jesus Christ is to look to  

others’ interests rather than only to one’s own. 

It is to look beyond one’s small world, which 

may be filled with satisfaction and fulfillment, 

to look out into that world where people suf-

fer and die. And it is to go beyond talk and 

become involved in action for the transforma-

tion of the world. 

Two sons were asked to work in the vineyard 

of their father. One of them did what the fa-

ther wanted. 

It is not enough to recall principles,  

to state intentions, to point to crying  

injustices and utter prophetic denun-

ciations; these words will lack real  

weight unless they are accompanied  

for each individual by a livelier aware-

ness of personal responsibility and by  

effective action. 

Pope Paul VI, Octagesimo Adveniens, 1971: 48 

— Gerald Darring 



Doing the Will of the Father 

A Christian missionary in the Middle East used to share 

this parable about the two sons (Mt 21:28-30) with villagers 

that he visited and asked: “Which was the better son?” 

The vast majority answered that the son who said yes to 

his father even though he did not go to work in the vine-

yard was without doubt the better son. The son’s reply was 

honorable and respectful. It was what the father wanted to 

hear. That he never went to work  

in the vineyard is beside the 

point, which in the Middle East 

is always honor. 

Remember that life in the Middle 

East is very public. Honor, the 

core value of this culture, re-

quires such publicity. The dia-

logue between the father and his sons in this parable 

takes place not in private—just between two at a time—

but rather in public, within view and earshot of many vil-

lagers. Like their modern-day descendants, the Middle 

Eastern villagers in this parable favor the respectful but 

disobedient son over the disrespectful but obedient son. 

The Ideal And The Real 

All cultures distinguish between the ideal and reality, but 

the gap between these two is greater in other cultures 

than in the ancient Middle East, generally speaking. West-

erners generally believe that the ideal is the norm by 

which reality should be judged. If reality does not measure 

up to the ideal, it is flawed. 

Some Middle Eastern cultures prefer to blur the line be-

tween the ideal and the real. Like modern Middle Eastern 

respondents to Jesus’ parable, the ancients too would   

believe—against reality—that giving an honorable answer 

is enough. In their mind, conforming to the ideal of speak-

ing respectfully is sufficient to fulfill the commandment to 

“honor one’s father [and mother]” (Dt 5:16). 

Jesus’ Challenge 

Jesus did not ask which son behaved honorably. He asked: 

“Which of the two did the will of his father?” (Mt 21:31). 

Modern Middle Easterners would certainly echo the judg-

ment of Jesus’ listeners: “The first,” that is, the one who 

ultimately went and worked in the vineyard as he was 

directed by his father. They recognized the importance 

of obedience, but the honorable appearance was more 

important. 

The Explanation 

Jesus addressed this parable to the chief priests and elders 

(Mt 21:23) who approached him while he taught in the 

Temple and asked for his credentials: “By what authority are  

 

you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 

“We, the legitimate Temple authorities, didn’t commission 

or license you.” They challenge Jesus’ honor. 

The parable of the two sons serves Jesus as a master  

strategy for defending his honor and presenting a 

counter-challenge to his adversaries. The point of the  

parable was quite clear to the listeners. With his explanation, 

 Jesus rubs salt into the wound 

 his parable has opened. 

 The toll collectors and harlots 

 are like the first son. Initially 

 they said no to God, but hear-

 ing John the Baptist’s preach-

 ing they converted and are  

 doing what pleases God.  

The chief priests and elders are like the second son. They 

too heard John’s preaching and saw the responses of the 

toll collectors and harlots. They feigned acceptance but 

refused to accept John as a messenger from God. They 

gave an honorable word, but that is not enough. “Not   

everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the reign 

of God, but only the one who does the will of my Father in 

heaven” (Mt 7:21). 

Is this what Americans mean when they identify some 

religious people as hypocrites? 

— John Pilch  

Jesus did not ask which son behaved 

honorably. He asked: “Which of the 

two did the will of his father?”  



Do It! 

To whom does Jesus address this sharp little parable of the 

two sons? In the preceding episode, Matthew states that 

they are the chief priests and the elders. On the day after 

Jesus' dramatic action in the Temple precincts, these high 

officials have come to challenge Jesus' authority for “doing 

these things,” apparently referring to Jesus' clearing the 

Temple area and continuing to hold teach-ins on the Temple  

grounds (the officials’ turf, so to speak). 

It might be a good meditation for us to try to imagine how 

we would have responded to John the Baptist. 

Jesus turns the tables on his questioners. He asks “Where 

was John’s baptism from? Was it of heavenly or of human 

origin?”  

Was Jesus dodging their question? No. He was exposing his 

questioners’ hypocrisy. They were not making an honest 

enquiry in order to take a stand. Matthew had already made 

this clear by telling us what the chief priests and elders said 

among themselves. “If we say, ‘Of heavenly origin,’ he will 

say to us, Then why did you not believe him?’ But if we say, 

‘Of human origin,’ we fear the crowd, for they all regard 

John as a prophet.” So they say to Jesus, “We do not know.”  

(Mt 21:24) Thus Jesus’ question has exposed the fact that 

these men are not really concerned about divine authority; 

they are simply maneuvering to protect their own power. 

Had they really been concerned about divinely given au-

thority, they would have recognized it in John the Baptist. 

Against that background, the parable of the Two Sons is 

clear. In the Scriptures, a vineyard is an image for Israel 

itself and the owner is God (e.g., Isaiah 5). If anyone is 

commissioned by the Owner to “go out and work in the 

vineyard,” it is surely the religious leaders. When the chief 

priests and elders affirm that the one who did his father's 

will is the one who, though he initially said no, later goes to 

work, they condemn themselves, as Jesus spells out in his 

application (Mt 21:32). 

  “When John came to you in the way of righteousness, you 

did not believe him; but tax collectors and prostitutes did.” 

In this, the tax collectors are like the first son (the no/yes 

one); for in their former way of life, they were naysayers to 

the will of God, but they eventually did the will of God by re-

sponding in repentance to the preaching of John the Baptist. 

In one way, the leaders seem to reflect the performance of 

the second son, in that, as religious leaders, they were os-

tensibly keepers of the law of God. But, since the immediate 

context entails the responses first to John and now to himself, 

they are “none of the above.” That is, the chief priests and  

elders have been closed to God’s authority both when it was 

mediated by John and also now as it is mediated by Jesus. 

So they are worse than either of the two sons in the parable. 

Intent only on holding on to their own human authority, 

they have become hard of heart, unresponsive late and soon 

to God's mediators. Yet, Jesus’ confrontation does not slam 

the door on his listeners. He says that the tax collectors and 

prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God “before you”—

not instead of you. Conversion is always possible. 

Very likely, most of us feel we would have been among 

those who responded well to Jesus’ exercise of authority, 

had we been alive in early first-century Galilee and Judea. 

It might be a good meditation for us to try to imagine how 

we would have responded to John the Baptist. Would we 

have given a good listening to that strange man of the wil-

derness, dressed in animal skin, snacking on locusts and 

inviting people to a dunking in the Jordan? Though John 

and Jesus were very different men—one dedicated to fast-

ing and the other dining regularly with tax collectors and 

sinners—those who were drawn to Jesus were the same 

ones who gave John a hearing. 

— Dennis Hamm, SJ  

 



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 6:00 PM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

