
The Church of Saint Boniface 

October 25, 2020 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”  

(Matthew 22,36) 



 “The Priest is not a priest for himself, he is a priest for you.” 

 Saint John Mary Vianney  

This weekend we celebrate Priesthood Sunday.  

Let us remember to pray for our Priests (living and passed), especially 

those who have served us well here at Saint Boniface over the years.  

We appreciate all they have done!  

FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

Guest Reflection 

Look What Love Is Doing 

Kids go through grade school and high school with important questions to face. Am I “in” with the crowd? Can I could hold my 

own against the bullies, can I get along with girls, can I get along with the boys, did I wear the right clothes, am I cool enough? 

These are obviously more important and more crucial than anything else in their lives.  

 This was the case in my own life, and I suppose it was the reason I did not  

 think much about the place of “love” in the overall scheme of life. Of course,  

 who "thinks" when they are in high school? Then as a college freshman I had  

 Fr. Robert Boyle, SJ, for English literature. He was a great teacher, without  

 question, and one proof of his greatness lay in a statement he often made: 

 If you want to know what is happening in a work of literature,  

 look what love is doing. 

“What?” my barely 18 year old self gasped. I had never known explicitly that love was such a big deal. I thought it was 

something parents have for you and tell you about it over and over. Could it really be the key to plays, poems, novels, 

short stories and literature? The key to humanity? Ulp. I had better pay attention. 

We went through Shakespeare, Hopkins, Joyce, Keats, Milton, and I can’t remember how many more. The clouds parted 

and I began to see that Boyle was right: characters’ lives do center around something called “love” or the lack of it. Try it 

out when you read your next serious novel or short story. Which character acts out of real regard for the other(s) and 

which does not? What happens as a result? 

Oh, and what about love in our own lives? 

Have you discovered that love is quite a bit more than pretense, more than an ideal, more than just a thing we crave from others, 

and certainly more than just pleasure? Have you seen that learning to love is the very air inhaled by such everyday importances 

as work, relaxation, attractions, happiness? Without love’s living atmosphere none of these could breathe, nor could we. 

In Sunday’s Gospel Jesus says this in no uncertain terms. You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all 

your soul, and with all your mind. … You shall love your neighbor as yourself. The whole law and the prophets depend on 

these two commandments. 

“What?” we might exclaim (as I did in college). We thought that law consisted of commands placed upon us from the 

outside, rules whose violation would bring punishment! What is this about law depending on love? 

Well, take a look. 

God does not fail at love. God waits. God says, “how wonderful that you are learning!” God says, “I love every person on 

earth. And you: you are my beloved. I am at your side as you learn to open to me and to others.” 

You and I do not judge ourselves as succeeding in this very often, so we need laws to help us. But the root of law and of 

life is love of others. It is loving concern under God for human persons. Ultimately it is an imitation of God’s love for us. 

“Look what love is doing.” 

By John Foley SJ 

God does not fail at love.  

God waits.  



PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 p.m. in the church,  

led by members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

We celebrate  ALL SAINTS DAY at  

the weekend Masses on October 31 and  

November 1. 

ALL SOULS DAY Monday, November 2 

There will be a Mass at 6:30 p.m. in remem-

brance of our parishioners who have died in 

the past year: Judith Alario, David Cochran, 

Joyce Downey, Michael Horgan, Elisabeth 

Montuori, Lawrence Montuori, Leon Tarbell 

and Robert Tremblay. 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Nov. 7 4:00 PM Leon Tarbell, by our Parish Family 

COLLECTION REPORT 

Week of October 11 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– Religious Ed/Catholic Schools 

– Other 

Total 

Week of October 18 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

– World Mission Sunday 

Total 

 

 $2,184 

 651 

 10 

 5 

 $2,850 

 

 $1,998 

 260 

 269 

 $2,527 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Many parishioners have been making their weekly 

offerings online. It’s secure, convenient and easy 

to make one-time or recurring donations at  

www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

 

GRAND RAFFLE DRAWING NOV. 4!  

Tickets will be on sale after Masses through November 1.  

Please return sold tickets with stubs and donations in the offertory 

basket at the church entrance or the parish office. If you would like 

additional tickets, please call or visit the parish office. 

OUR GIFT BASKET RAFFLE IS ON!  

Baskets will be on display and tickets will be on sale after Masses 

this weekend. …and don’t miss our lottery ticket “Scratchenstein”!  

(See photos on page 6 of this bulletin.) 

St. Bernard Cemetery 

Lot & Columbarium Sale 

Oct. 1–31 

Lots available in the new  

Calvary Section. 

Columbarium niches also at  

reduced prices. 

Call Ray Spagnuolo at the  

cemetery office: 

978-342-4820 

Saint Boniface Parish  

Clean up Day 

Saturday, November 7  

9 am – 1 pm 

We will meet in the upper church  

parking lot at 8:45. If you are able to  

help us this year for all or part of the 

time, please contact Bob Bourque at:  

bobbourque@comcast.net 

We will be raking and doing some  

basic yard work at fellow parishioners’   

homes and at one community lot. 

Thanks for your interest in helping  

again this year!  

Volunteers  
Needed! 

TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE 

On the weekend of 

November 7 & 8 the 

Knights of  Columbus 

will be holding their Tootsie Roll 

Drive. Members of the Knights  

will be at the doors of the church 

offering Tootsie Rolls and collect-

ing donations. All proceeds go  

to help children and adults with 

intellectual disabilities.  



Saints of the Week 

October 26.  

SAINT PETER OF ALCANTARA 

Saint Peter of Alcantara lived in the 16th 

century, a time of great Church reform.  

He was confessor for Saint Teresa of Avila, 

another great reformer. Saint Peter was 

known for his life of penitance and the  

virtue of patience. He founded a branch of  

the Franciscans known as the Alcantarines.  

October 27.   

BLESSED BARTHOLOMEW of VINCENZA 

Blessed Bartholomew of Vicenza, a  

Dominican, challenged the heresies of his 

day. Known for his ability to preach, he 

overcame his adversaries and helped his 

diocese become more loyal to Rome in a 

time when anti-papal feeling ran high.  

October 28.   

SAINTS SIMON and JUDE 

Legend has it that Saints Simon and 

Jude traveled to Persia together where 

they were both martyred. This may 

explain why they share the same feast 

day. Saint Simon is usually referred to 

as "the Zealot,” and Saint Jude, also  

known as Thaddeus, is often considered  

the brother of Saint James the Lesser.  

October 29.  

SAINT NARCISSUS of JERULSALEM 

Some speculate that Saint Narcissus lived 

well beyond 100; some say he lived to 160. 

We don't know much about him, but a 

number of miracles are attributed to him. 

Narcissus served as bishop of Jerusalem in 

the late 2nd century.   

October 30. 

SAINT ALPHONSUS RODRIQUEZ 

Tragedy and challenge beset today’s saint 

early in life, but Alphonsus Rodriguez 

found happiness and contentment through 

simple service and prayer. None of his  

suffering made him withdraw into a shell  

of self-pity or bitterness. Rather, he reached  

out to others who lived with pain, including  

enslaved Africans.  

 

Expand Your Neighborhood  

The greatest commandment is clear: “You shall 

love the Lord your God with your whole heart.” 

The second greatest commandment is equally 

clear: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

What is not clear, perhaps, is what these com-

mandments mean. 

The juxtaposition of these two commandments, 

both chosen from the Hebrew Scriptures, would 

seem to clarify at least to some extent what it 

means to love God: one way we humans express 

our love for God is by loving our neighbor. 

Today’s liturgy attempts to clarify the matter of 

loving one’s neighbor by another juxtaposition, 

preceding the Gospel with the passage from 

Exodus about treating justly the most vulnerable 

people in society. 

The implication is that loving our neighbor 

means more than being kind to our friends and 

relatives, or to the person who lives next door. 

Loving one’s neighbor means doing right by any 

widow or orphan: seeing that the hungry are fed 

and the homeless sheltered, that the poor have 

their basic needs met, that the unemployed do 

not suffer from want, that the young are edu-

cated and the old are cared for. 

To do less is to fail in our love for neighbor. To 

do less is also to keep us from singing with joy: 

“I love you, Lord, my strength.” 

The commandments to love God 

with all one’s heart and to love one’s 

neighbor as oneself are the heart 

and soul of Christian morality. ... 

These commands point out the path 

toward true human fulfillment and 

happiness. 

They are not arbitrary restrictions 

on human freedom. Only active love 

of God and neighbor makes the  

fullness of community happen. 

Christians look forward in hope to a 

true communion among all persons 

with each other and with God. 

U.S. Bishops, Economic Justice for All: 

The Responsibilities of Social Living, 1986:63  

 

— Gerald Darring  



The Law of Love 

Jesus’ statement on the greatest com-

mandment is probably the best-known 

and most-discussed passage in all of 

Scripture. Placed in its Mediterranean 

cultural context, it takes on a fresh and 

concrete meaning. 

The episode is yet another example of 

the continuous cultural game of chal-

lenge and riposte. The text clearly states  

that the Pharisee intends his question as a challenge (“to 

test him,” Mt 22:34). (The Greek manuscript evidence for 

“lawyer” is not very strong. It was probably inserted here 

due to influence from Lk 10:25.) 

The Relative Importance of the Commandments 

The major feeling in love and hate is a feeling of belong-

ing or not belonging, respectively. 

On the face of it, the question appears very honest. The 

Pharisees identified 613 commandments in the Torah (the 

first five books of the Bible). Two hundred forty-eight were 

positive (“thou shalt”) and three hundred sixty-five were 

negative (“thou shalt not”). How could anyone remember 

all of them? Were some more important than others? 

Some teachers distinguished between “heavy” and “light” 

commandments. The “Ten” (e.g., honor father and mother) 

are examples of heavy or serious commandments. An ex-

ample of a light or less serious commandment is Dt 22:6-7, 

which stipulates that a person who finds a bird’s nest with 

a mother sitting on eggs or with young may take the 

young but must let the mother go. The reason for observ-

ing both is “that it may go well with you, and that you may 

live long” (Dt 5:16; 22:7). 

Another custom was to sum up the Torah’s command-

ments in a small number of precepts or a summary state-

ment. Thus King David proposed eleven (Ps 15), Isaiah six 

(33:15), Micah three (6:8), and Amos only one (5:4). 

In reply to the Pharisee’s question about the “greatest 

commandment,” Jesus combines two: “Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your mind” (citing and amending Dt 6:5). And the second 

of equal importance is “love your neighbor as yourself”  

(citing Lv 19:18). Jesus does not discard other command-

ments. He explicitly adds: “On these two commandments 

hang all the law and the prophets.” 

Essentially, Jesus’ answer is very orthodox, very traditional. 

If there is any distinctiveness, it lies in his understanding  

of neighbor which he explains in Lk 10:29-33 but not at  

 

this point. (Leviticus specifies neighbor as brother, that is, 

fellow Israelite. Luke’s Jesus expands the concept of  

neighbor to be more inclusive.) 

Love 

More importantly, what does Jesus understand by love? 

Mediterranean cultural anthropology sheds some light. 

Remember that our ancestors in the faith were strongly 

group centered. The group was family, village, neighbor-

hood, and factions (like the Twelve, the Pharisees, etc.) 

which a person might join. 

The group gave a sense of identity, a sense of belonging, 

and advice for actions to be taken or avoided. The group 

was an external conscience exerting enormous pressure 

on its individual members. 

In this context, love and hate are best understood as 

group attachment and group disattachment. Whether 

emotion or affection is involved is beside the point. The 

major feeling in love and hate is a feeling of belonging or 

not belonging, respectively. 

Thus, to love God with all one’s heart is to be totally at-

tached to God. To love neighbor as self is to be as totally 

attached to people in one’s neighborhood or immediate 

circle of friends (i.e., fellow Israelites) as one is to one’s 

family group. This has been and continues to be the  

normal way of life in the Mediterranean world, unless 

feuding develops. 

To “hate one’s father, mother,” and others as Luke’s Jesus 

(Lk 14:26) requires of his followers means to detach one-

self from family and join the Jesus group. Paul says the 

greatest among the virtues faith, hope, and charity is  

charity, that is, love or attachment to the group. 

The group-attachment aspect of love poses a challenge to 

individualistically oriented, emotional American believers. 

Which commandment would American believers say is the 

greatest? And what does that mean? 

— John J. Pilch 



Welcome Baby 

St. Bernard’s High School is now accepting 
applications for the 2021 - 22 academic  
school year.  Prospective students and  
families are invited to attend the upcoming 

Fall Open House Events.  

Virtual Info Sessions are scheduled for Tuesday, 
October 27th and Tuesday, November 10th from  
7-8 PM. Personalized Family Tours are being  
held on Thursday, October 22 from 5-8 PM and 
Sunday, October 25 from 1-4 PM. Registration is 
required for all events. To register, please visit 
www.stbernardshighschool.org/admissions.  
For more information contact Debbie Maloney, 
Director of Admissions, at 342-3212 X227 or  
admissions@ stbernardscchs.org 

RAFFLES after Masses in the Parish Hall!  

Scratchenstein has  

lottery tickets  

for you to win! 

Celtics Pride 

Welcome Fall 
Luv’n My Pup 
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Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 6:00 PM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  
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P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

