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Solemnity of All Saints 

On seeking the Kingdom 



UN-QUIET WORD FOR TODAY 

On Seeking the Kingdom  

Who are saints? What is it about them? 

And why do we celebrate them?  

To understand who a saint is one must 

first know what it means to ‘seek the 

kingdom of God,’ for saints are real people, 

ordinary people like us, who set their eyes 

on the kingdom of God, they know what is required of them to get there and they purposefully live their lives towards 

that goal. A saint’s earthly life is about pleasing God and being faithful to God’s views and way of life. They will endure 

and persevere through pain and much suffering, even die, but they are finally rewarded with a place in the Kingdom. 

For one who seeks the Kingdom of God, what must they ready themselves for while still on earth? The first reading from 

Revelation speaks about the experiences of the first century Christians. They are not flag wavers, they have experienced 

great tests, pain, frustration and suffering for following the lamb (Jesus). The words that best express this are: “they have 

washed their white robes in the blood of the Lamb.” How does one do that and what does this even mean?  Coming 

from Africa where clean water might not be really available and washing clothes white clean can be very difficult, I always 

wondered how this is possible? The white robe (white cloth given to a child at Baptism) represents Christian dignity that 

must be kept pure throughout one’s life and brought to everlasting life. How much one has to fight to do this? The saints 

have done this and now on the final Day of Judgment, God will protect them. They have a seal put on their foreheads, 

meaning that they belong to God, for they have been faithful to God’s values. 

The first qualities of a Saint are that they set their eyes on the kingdom, they are faithful, and they endure everything to 

live according to God’s ways. Then there is something more: the Blood represents the moral aspect of their lives. Saints 

live by the moral principles of God; they live a life of virtue. This requires great courage. The Kingdom of God is in many 

ways the ‘land of the brave.’   

As a believer/follower of Christ, how might you imitate the saints? What does it mean that they are ‘real’ people? How 

does their example lend you courage? What does it mean to be a Christian today and live a life of Christian morals and 

virtue? Any talk of virtues and morals can be met with animosity today. Look up the Christian virtues and see how you 

live up to them. 

The Sermon on the Mount is Jesus’ ultimate teaching, the most important words of Jesus that permeate everything that 

he did and taught. The location when he gives this teaching is worth noting – He is a teacher, the new Moses, his teach-

ing is one of authority. He teaches in these beatitudes what it takes to get to the Kingdom (reward in heaven). Listening 

to this sermon we can make a good self examination for ourselves as to how far we are in the path to being like the 

saints. The Beatitudes are spiritualized virtues. 

Blessed are the ‘poor in spirit’ (those whose poverty does not allow them arrogance/assertiveness, they accept God’s 

view); Blessed are those who mourn (have no worldly joy), the meek (the lowly who refuse self importance), those who 

hunger and thirst for righteousness (they seek to be in good relations with God, others and creation); the merciful (the 

reward of compassion is compassion); the clean of heart (undivided heart); the peacemakers (they refuse strife and al-

ways reconcile with others); those who suffer insults and are persecuted (by accepting God’s views they suffer). 

All these are real people who seek the kingdom and find it in doing and living the above. We celebrate them today with 

a sense of pride and a sense of history, but we are challenged to bring continuity to their witness. Let their example give 

us courage to follow them. 

We pray for courage never to shy away from living a life of faith and witness to the Gospel.  

Who is your favorite saint? Try imitating them. Live like them. 

— Father Anthony 

Who are these wearing white robes and where did they come from? 

“These are the ones who have survived the time of great distress; 

they have washed their robes and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb.” 

(Rev 7, 13-14) 



Archbishop John Carroll, the first bishop in the United States, wrote a prayer for good government, excerpts of  

which are printed here. It is a great prayer for us to pray in preparing for the upcoming elections. 

We pray O God of might, wisdom and justice, through whom authority is rightly administered, laws are enacted, and judgment 
decreed, assist with your Holy Spirit of counsel and fortitude the President of these United States, that his administration may be 
conducted in righteousness and be eminently useful to your people over whom he presides; by encouraging due respect  

for virtue and religion; by a faithful execution of the laws in justice and mercy; and by restraining vice and immorality. 

Let the light of your divine wisdom direct the deliberations of Congress, and shine forth in all the proceedings and laws 
framed for our rule and government, so that they may tend to the preservation of peace, the promotion of national happiness, 

the increase of industry, sobriety and useful knowledge; and may perpetuate to us the blessing of equal liberty. 

We pray for Governor Baker, the governor of this Commonwealth, for the members of the legislature, for all judges, magistrates, 
and other officers who are appointed to guard our political welfare, that they may be enabled, by your powerful protection, to  

discharge the duties of their respective stations with honesty and ability. 

We recommend likewise, to your unbounded mercy, all our brethren and fellow citizens throughout the United States, that they may be blessed in the knowledge 
and sanctified in the observance of your most holy law; that they may be preserved in union, and in that peace which the world cannot give; and after enjoying 

the blessings of this life, be admitted to those which are eternal. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAY THE ROSARY every Saturday at 3:30 p.m. in the church,  

led by members of the Saint Boniface Knights of Columbus.   

 

ALL SOULS DAY Monday, November 2  

There will be a Mass at 6:30 p.m. in  

remembrance of our parishioners who  

have died in the past year:  Judith Alario,  

David Cochran, Joyce Downey,  

Michael Horgan, Elisabeth Montuori,  

Lawrence Montuori, Patrick Adam,  

Leon Tarbell and Robert Tremblay. 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Nov. 7 

Nov. 14 

4:00 PM 

4:00 PM 

Leon Tarbell, by our Parish Family 

Robert Tremblay, by Claude & Jo-Anne Poirier 

COLLECTION REPORT 

Week of October 25 

– Sunday Offering 

– Fuel/Maintenance 

Total 

 

 $3,405 

 335 

 $3,740 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Many parishioners have been making their weekly 

offerings online. It’s secure, convenient and  

easy to make one-time or recurring donations at  

www.stboniface-lunenburg.org 

 

GRAND RAFFLE DRAWING NOV. 4!  

Tickets will be on sale after Masses through November 1.  

Please return sold tickets with stubs and donations in the offertory 

basket at the church entrance or the parish office. If you would like 

additional tickets, please call or visit the parish office. 

GIFT BASKET & LOTTERY TICKET RAFFLE DRAWING NOV. 30!  

Baskets will be on display and tickets will be on sale  

after Masses through November 29 … and don’t miss our  

lottery ticket “Scratchenstein”! (see photos on page 6) 

Saint Boniface Parish  

Clean up Day 

Saturday, November 7  

9 am – 1 pm 

We will meet in the upper church parking lot 

at 8:45. If you are able to help us this year for 

all or part of the time, please contact Bob 

Bourque at: bobbourque@comcast.net 

We will be raking and doing some basic yard 

work at fellow parishioners’  homes and at one 

community lot. 

Thanks for your  

interest in  

helping this 

year!  

Volunteers  
Needed! 



Saints of the Week 

November 1.  

SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS 

While many saints have a specific feast day  

on which we celebrate their lives and work,  

the vast majority of the saints of heaven do 

not. Today we celebrate all of those who have 

gone before us and on whose shoulders we 

stand in our faith.  

November 2.   

COMMEMORATION of all the  

FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

Following the ancient tradition within the 

Church of offering prayers for the faithful 

departed, today we offer our prayers for  

all of our deceased relatives and friends, 

trusting in the power of prayer and the infinite mercy of God.  

November 3.  

SAINT MARTIN de PORRES 

Due to racial and social prejudices, Saint  

Martin de Porres might have grown to be a 

bitter man, but he did not. Instead, he turned 

to the needs of others and generously cared 

for the poor and downcast. He was known  

for his goodness to, and love of others, re-

gardless of their race. Saint Martin de Porres is the Patron Saint of African 

Americans, Barbers, Hairdressers, Race Relations, Radio, Social Justice. 

November 4.  

SAINT CHARLES BORROMEO 

Saint Charles Borromeo lived during the time 

of the Protestant Reformation, and helped 

with the reform of the whole Church during 

the final years of the Council of Trent. He  

also reformed the Catholic life of his diocese. 

Charles was a member of the Medici family, 

but unlike many of his relatives, he devoted his life to the Church.   

Saint Charles Borromeo is the Patron Saint of Catechists, Catechumens, Seminarians. 

November 5. 

SAINT PETER CHRYSOLOGUS 

A Doctor of the Church, Saint Peter Chryso-

logus means “of the golden words.” As 

bishop of Ravenna, Saint Peter taught and led 

his diocese, showing them his commitment to 

the faith and to the Church’s authority. His 

writings have come down to us as masterful 

treatments on what we believe.  

November 6. 

SAINT NICHOLAS TAVELIC & COMPANIONS 

Saint Nicholas Tavelic and his companions 

were martyred in the Holy Land in 1391. While 

their method of evangelization is different from 

what we would use today, their zeal and courage 

are evident in their actions. They stand alone as 

canonized Franciscan martyrs of the Holy Land.  

 

Parish Field Trip to  

Saint Anne Shrine 

A few parishioners, along with Father  

Anthony,  made the journey to Sturbridge  

on Saturday, October 24. We experienced 

the outdoor Stations of the Cross, and later 

walked winding pathways to view the beau-

tiful sculptures and grotto in the peaceful, 

wooded hillside. Then Father celebrated 

Mass in the Church on the grounds of the 

Shrine. Our own Claire Neas and Judit Ernst 

were with us to provide song and music.  

It was a  

beautiful  

day and  

we hope 

even more 

parishion-

ers will be 

able to  

join us 

next time! 

 



Honor in the Beatitudes 

The most basic piece of information that a modern West-

ern believer should learn about the Mediterranean world 

of Jesus is that honor, its central value, drives all behavior. 

Honor is a public claim to worth and a public acknowledg-

ment by others of that claim. 

Beatitudes 

The more than eighty “beatitudes” sprinkled throughout 

the Old and New Testaments are poetic sayings that pre-

sent, encourage, and praise honorable behavior. Rather 

than “happy,” “fortunate,” or “blessed,” the first word in 

each beatitude should more correctly be translated “truly 

honorable” or “highly esteemed” (is the one who behaves 

or thinks thus and so). 

 

Moses concludes his praise of the tribes of Israel with this 

beatitude: “Truly honorable are you, O Israel! Who is like 

you, a people saved by the Lord, the shield of your help, 

and the sword of your triumph! Your enemies shall come 

fawning to you, and you shall tread on their backs” (Deut 

33:29). Salvation by the Lord and public service from con-

quered enemies are publicly demonstrated and confirmed 

claims to honor. 

Beatitudes in Jesus’ Sermon 

Matthew 5-7 has gathered scattered pieces of Jesus’ 

teaching and crafted them into an artificial sermon deliv-

ered on a hillside. Luke 6:17-49 reports an abbreviated 

version in a similar sermon delivered by Jesus on a plain. 

Both introduce the sermon with beatitudes. 

Luke presents what were very likely the “original” three 

beatitudes Jesus spoke on that occasion; Matthew  

creatively expands them to eight. Matthew uses the  

appropriate grammatical form: third person singular 

(“honorable is the one who ... ”). Luke gives them a more 

personally direct orientation by using the second person 

singular (“honorable are you who ... ”). 

The three basic honorable and esteemed behaviors of-

fered by Jesus are being poor, mourning, and hungering. 

“Poor” in the Bible is never an economic designation. It 

rather describes someone who has temporarily lost honor-

able status and must seek at all costs to regain but never 

surpass that status. 

“Poor” thus refers to a revolving class of people. The   

customary association of poor with widows and orphans 

confirms this notion of losing status. Widows and orphans 

did not have to retain this position forever. Widows could 

remarry (see the serious discussion of “real” widows in   

1 Tim 5:3-16); orphans could be reabsorbed into an ex-

tended family. Those who lost status were culturally obliged 

to regain it. 

There are, however, two distinctive elements in Jesus’ be-

atitudes. First, he says being poor constitutes true honor! 

Second, the passive voice in each beatitude (“will be com-

forted,” “be filled,” etc.) is a strategy used by our ancestors 

in the faith to avoid saying the name of God. Those who 

engage in social protest (mourning and fasting) will be 

comforted by whom? By God, of course! This grammatical 

usage in the Hebrew and Greek Bible is called, appropri-

ately, the “theological or divine passive voice.” 

In Jesus’ view, true honor and esteem are determined and 

bestowed by God, very publicly, for all to see. And the 

things that God considers truly honorable and worthy of 

praise are almost always the opposite of what human be-

ings of any culture think. 

Though modern American believers are not driven by the 

values of honor and shame as is the Mediterranean world, 

crises often indirectly reveal our genuine assessment of 

values. The survivors of a hurricane will say again and 

again that life is more precious than possessions. Yet  

given new opportunities, many would return to collecting 

material possessions and resuming conspicuous consump-

tion. These are, after all, signs of American “honor.”  

— John J. Pilch 

TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE 

On the weekend of November 7 & 8 the 

Knights of  Columbus will be holding their 

annual Tootsie Roll Drive. Members of the 

Knights will be at the doors of the church  

offering Tootsie Rolls and collecting  

donations. All proceeds  

go to help children and  

adults with intellectual  

disabilities.  

Book Discussion Series:  
Dismantling Racism in America 

The Peace & Social Justice Ministry at St. Gabriel's Parish 

in Upton is presenting a three-part, faith-based virtual dis-

cussion on the book, Living into God’s Dream, edited by 

Catherine Meeks. Sessions will be held virtually at 7pm on 

11/17, 12/2 & 12/14. The book is available widely, including 

on Amazon in print and for e-book download.  

To join us and receive the Zoom link, contact Sarah at 

sbaldiga@gmail.com or 508-320-8676. 



Welcome Baby 

The September food drive at Saint Boniface for the Saint Francis food pantry located in Fitchburg was a 

huge success.  Father Angel at Saint Francis much appreciates the overwhelming generosity of the people 

and friends at Saint Boniface.  Thank you for providing so much food to the ones in need.  

RAFFLES after Masses in the Parish Hall!  

Scratchenstein has  

lottery tickets  

for you to win! 

Celtics Pride 

Welcome Fall 

Luv’n My Pup 

Saint Boniface food delivery helpers, along with Saint All these bags of food were donated by YOU, the parishioners   
Francis pastor Fr. Angel, and pantry manager Tony. of Saint Boniface! 



Saint Boniface Church 

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Parish Office: 978-582-4008    email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 

Discover St. Boniface ~ Visit our website: www.StBoniface-lunenburg.org 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday / Wednesday / Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (closed 12:00 – 1:00 PM) 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 6:00 PM 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM 
 

Summer Sunday Mass schedule: 9:00 AM   
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

 

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM, Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession)  Saturday 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. or by appointment. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Adults are baptized at the Easter Vigil as part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  

Infant and child Baptisms are by arrangement.  

FIRST EUCHARIST Preparation begins in grade one and includes classes, retreats, and home instruction. Children receive First 

Eucharist in grade two. 

CONFIRMATION Our Confirmation program begins in the 9th grade; students are confirmed in the spring of the 10th grade. For 

young adults who have been baptized but not yet confirmed, contact the parish office. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY It is the policy of the Diocese of Worcester that a couple should contact the parish at least 

one year prior to the anticipated date of their wedding to allow sufficient time to carry out the various steps of the marriage prepa-

ration process. It is important that arrangements be made with the church before plans are made with reception halls, caterers, etc. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK  Please call the parish office 978-582-4008  or email Fr. Anthony at stbonifaceparish@verizon.net  

or Nancy Cieri 978-582-6983  nancycieri@comcast.net  to arrange these visits. 

PRAYER LINE MINISTRY  If you or someone you know needs prayers or if you would like to be a part of this ministry of 

those who pray for the needs of neighbors, please contact Sue Cote 978-582-0404 sj33@msn.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #16480  In Service to One. In Service to all. Members meet in the Parish Hall on the 

first Wednesday of each month at 7 PM. Any Catholic men over 18 who are interested in joining the Knights should contact  

Grand Knight Peter Bak (978-403-5119) or Deputy Grand Knight Claude Poirier (978-660-3202), or email kofc16480@gmail.com. 

PARISH STAFF: phone email     

 Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Jo-Anne Poirier, Administrative Assistant 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Lucy Marcil, Religious Education Coordinator 978-502-7993 lmarcil419@gmail.com 

 Claire Garrity Neas, Music Ministry 617-823-4237 cmkakosgarrity@aol.com  

 Louise Nadeau, Sacristan     

 Ministry Schedule 978-582-4008 stbonifaceparish@verizon.net 

 Nina Charpentier, Dir. Early Childhood/PreK 978-582-7110  

Newcomers to St. Boniface are invited and encouraged to formally register as members of the parish so that 

we may stay in touch with you with faith formation news, notices of special events, volunteer opportunities, and more.  

Registration forms are available at the doors of the church, the parish office, or on our website.  

Please note that you must be registered for at least six months before we can issue  

any verification of your status as a parishioner for godparent or sponsor letters.  

about:blank


P.O. BOX 195, 199 MASS. AVENUE, RTE. 2A, LUNENBURG, MA 01462 

(978) 345-0621 • (800) 395-5800 • Fax (978) 345-9482   

www.chaptruck.com  

  

 
 

 

 SERVING ST. BONIFACE FAMILIES WITH 

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DIRECTORS: Brian T. Anderson            Michael D. Masciarelli 

www.andersonfuneral.com                              800.562.2692 

(978) 342-9716 

THOMAS FUEL 
HOME HEATING OILS 

Since 1932 

Dan Thomas 

681 Mass Ave. 
Lunenburg, MA 01462 

 Timothy W. Murphy 

Attorney At Law 

81 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453 

 Tel: (978) 537-5500 

Fax: (978) 534-9778 

E-Mail: Tmurphyesq@aol.com 

 

 

 

DRIVE-IN SEAFOOD  

& FISH MARKET 

Seafood at its best since 1946. 

835 Mass Ave. Rte 2A, Lunenburg, MA 

978-582-6115 

      

Robert C. Alario 

Certified Public Accountants, PC 

75 N. Main St., Leominster, MA 01453 

292 Park Ave., Worcester, MA 01609 

(L) 978-534-1999        (W) 508-755-7575 

Fax: (L) 978-534-0499  (W) 508-755-7599 

 www.robertalario.com 
bob@robertalario.com 

  

 A Note of Thanks  

 to our sponsors! 

 Please support  

 them with your 

 patronage. 

 For ad information  

 call the parish  

 office 

  

 978-582-4008  

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources 
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,  

or heal from abusive relationships 

*Counseling *Emergency Shelter  
*24-hr hotline (978-537-8601) 

For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19 

 ST. BONIFACE  

PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE 
817 Massachusetts Ave. Lunenburg, MA 01462 

978-582-7110 

  Children Ages: 2.9 through 7 years  |  Open 7:30 am– 5:30 pm 

http://www.chaptruck.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

